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Two Protestant Traditions

The Evangelical Tradition practices “engaged orthodoxy”:
Adherence to orthodox views of Scripture

Humans are sinful and in need of God’s redemption.
Jesus Christ is the only way to heaven.
The Bible is the inspired word of God and authoritative in all matters.

Engaging the culture (changing the world)

The Mainline Tradition
The established/dominant denominations
Beliefs vary between orthodox and non-orthodox views of Scripture



1. Environmental 
issues as 
culture war 
issues

2. Evangelicals 
and scientists

3. Evangelical 
theology 









 
Perceptions of Science and Climate Change by Religious Tradition 

 All 
Respondents 

Evangelical 
Protestants 

Mainline 
Protestants 

 
Catholics 

Atheists, 
Agnostics, 

Unaffiliated 
“For me personally, my understanding of science and religion can be  
described as a relationship of conflict and I consider myself to be on 
the side of religion.” 

  10.8   21.0*   9.9  10.9  0.8 

“Most scientists are hostile to religion” 20.3 33.6* 19.0 16.5 10.6 

“I am likely to consult a religious leader about a science question.” 14.4 30.1* 10.6 12.6 2.7 

“Science will not be able to provide a natural explanation for 
Everything.” 
 

29.3 46.1* 29.2 23.8 16.4 

“The climate is changing and human actions are a significant cause.” 41.8 34.7* 41.6 42.4 49.9 

* A statistically significant difference exists for evangelical Protestants. 
Data are from the Religious Understandings of Science (RUS) study, a mixed-methods study including a nationally representative general population survey and 
320 semi-structured qualitative interviews conducted between 2010-2015. 





Evangelicals who do not 
believe global warming is 
caused by human activity

45% Believe there is a 
scientific consensus on 

the issue

55% Believe there is no 
scientific consensus on 

the issue



“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and 
heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.

I believe that’s the infallible word of God, and I believe that’s 
how it will be for his creation…

And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they 
will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the 
heavens to the other….

The earth will end only when God declares its time to be over. 
Man will not destroy this earth, this earth will not be 
destroyed by flood.”



March 25, 2009
Hearing of US House Subcommittee on 

Energy and Environment

“Preparing for Climate Change: 
Adaptation Policies and Programs”





It does not seem likely to me that God would 
set up the world to work in such a way that 
human beings would eventually destroy the 

earth by doing such ordinary and morally 
good and necessary things as breathing, 

building a fire to cook or keep warm, burning 
fuel to travel, or using energy for a 

refrigerator to preserve food”



Eschatology



Dispensationalism and Eschatology



Escapism 
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Environmental Protection Laws are Worthwhile Positive Perception of Environmentalist Movement

“Christ will return in my lifetime”

53% less
likely

36% less 

(1/3 of Evangelicals believe this)



• Fatalism 
• Escapism
• Imminence

• Positive 
eschatological 
interpretations 
of disasters

D.L. Moody

“You don’t polish the 
brass of a sinking 

ship”




