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Abstract

To secure the necessary number of nurses and to support nurses with young children, many hospitals have
established in-house daycare centers. Nevertheless, among those who began working after the enactment of the Equal
Employment Opportunity Act, the number of nurses who leave due to stress from working long, have continued to
increase. The aim of this study is to investigate the actual usage and factor of preference for in-house daycare centers
at hospitals, then to identify tasks for the future. Methods: Data were obtained using a postal questionnaire, and the
survey was conducted from January to February 2008. The participants were 913 female nurses at hospitals with an in-
house daycare center in A-city. All nurses were born as from 1961 and had at least one child. Results: The results
indicated that the following nurses were more likely to use in-house daycare centers : @O span of employment more
than six years, @ location of one's parents' house is far away, 3 work at a hospital with a capacity of less than 300
beds. Conclusion: In-house daycare centers at hospitals could have been a factor in choosing a hospital to work in, and
these results suggest that in-house daycare centers need to aim for providing high quality childcare and special care

for children who have been sick.
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