
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Concerto Competition Final 
Round 
Sunday, Oct. 13 – 9:30am 
Location: Keith C. and Elaine 
Johnson Wold Performing Arts 
Center FREE 
 
Finalists will perform before judges, 
including Julian Martin, piano (The 
Juilliard School), Eric Ruske, horn 
(Boston University) and Ilya Kaler, 
violin (DePaul University). Willners 
will perform as soloists with the 
Lynn Philharmonia in our 
Conservatory Winner’s Concerts on 
Nov. 16 and Nov. 17, conducted by 
the Philharmonia’s newly appointed 
Music Director, Guillermo Figueroa. 

 
 
Dean’s Showcase No. 1 
Thursday, Oct. 17 – 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Amarnick-Goldstein 
Concert Hall $10 
 
This delightful program will feature 
student chamber ensembles that 
have distinguished themselves 
throughout the semester. Groups are 
chosen by faculty recommendation 

and are guaranteed to impress and 
inspire. 

David Balko, piano technician 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 
Concerto Competition Final Round 
Sunday, Oct. 13 – 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Keith C. and Elaine Johnson Wold Performing Arts Center 
FREE  
Finalists will perform before judges, including Julian Martin, piano (The 

Juilliard School), Eric Ruske, horn (Boston University) and Ilya Kaler, violin 

(DePaul University). Willners will perform as soloists with the Lynn 

Philharmonia in our Conservatory Winner’s Concerts on Nov. 16 and Nov. 

17, conducted by the Philharmonia’s newly appointed Music Director, 

Guillermo Figueroa. 

Dean’s Showcase No. 1 
Thursday, Oct. 17 – 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Amarnick-Goldstein Concert Hall $10 
 
This delightful program will feature student chamber ensembles that have 

distinguished themselves throughout the semester. Groups are chosen by 

faculty recommendation and are guaranteed to impress and inspire. 

Elmar Oliveira Violin Recital 
Thursday, Oct. 24 – 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Keith C. and Elaine Johnson Wold Performing Arts Center 
$20 
Internationally renowned violinist Elmar Oliveira appears in his only recital at 

Lynn University with Collaborative Piano Faculty and New Music Festival 

Director Lisa Leonard. 

PHILHARMONIA No. 2 
Saturday, Oct. 26 – 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 27 – 4 p.m.  
Jon Robertson, conductor 
Location: Keith C. and Elaine Johnson Wold Performing Arts Center 
Box  Orchestra  Mezzanine 
$50  $40   $35 
 
BACH:   Orchestral Suite No. 3 
PROKOFIEV:  Symphony No. 1 “Classical” 
DVORAK:  Symphony No. 9 “New World” 
 

Chamber Music Palm Beach No. 2 
Thursday, Oct. 10 – 7:30 p.m. 

Program 
 
Remember Forward                                   James M. Stephenson 
for trumpet and piano                   (b. 1969) 

 
Mr. Reese, Ms. Leonard  

 

Cycle de Vie          Clare Shore 
for bassoon, 2 violins, viola and cello             (b. 1954) 
    

Mr. Ellert, Ms. Luo, Ms. Kostic, Ms. Diderrich, Ms. Bergeron 
 

Quatuor                                Jean René Désiré Françaix 
for flute, oboe, clarinet and bassoon                              (1912-1997) 
 
 I. Allegro                   
 II. Andante 
 III. Allegro molto 
 IV. Allegro vivo 
 

Ms. Dixon, Ms. Yamada, Mr. Forte, Mr. Ellert 

 

INTERMISSION 

 
Trio No. 3 in C Minor, Op. 101        Johannes Brahms             

for violin, cello and piano                                                  (1833-1897) 

 Allegro energico                                                                                       

 Presto non assai                                   

 Andante grazioso       

 Finale: Allegro molto 

 
Ms. Kostic, Ms. Bergeron, Ms. Leonard  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marc Reese, trumpet, is best known for his internationally acclaimed near two 
decade tenure with the Empire Brass.  He has also performed with the New 
York Philharmonic, Cleveland and Boston Symphony Orchestras. Mr. Reese 
has numerous recordings on Telarc, Sony and Naxos.  As an educator, Mr. 
Reese serves as Assistant Dean and Brass Department Head for the Lynn 
University Conservatory of Music.  He received his Bachelor of Music degree 
from Boston University and Master of Music degree from the New England 
Conservatory.   This is Mr. Reese’s seventh season with the Palm Beach 
Chamber Music Festival. 
 

GUEST ARTISTS 

Rebecca Diderrich, viola, a native of London ON Canada, completed two 
ARCT performance diplomas with the Royal Conservatory of Toronto as a 
pianist and violinist.  She holds a Bachelor of Music Performance degree from 
the University of Toronto where she studied the violin with Lorand Fenyves, 
and a Professional Performance Certificate from Lynn University where she 
studied the viola with Ralph Fielding. Ms. Diderrich is the Principal Violist of 
the Southwest Florida Symphony Orchestra, as well as a violist with the Palm 
Beach Opera Orchestra and the Florida Grand Opera Orchestra. She has been 
a regular guest performer with the Palm Beach Chamber Music Festival since 
2006. 
 
Erika Yamada, oboe,  was born in Kyoto, Japan and grew up in the New 
Orleans area where her family moved when she was five.  She is a graduate of 
the Eastman School of Music where she studied with Richard Killmer and 
received a Bachelor of Music degree in performance and the Performer's 
Certificate. She was a member of the Florida Philharmonic and the Florida 
Grand Opera orchestras and has played principal oboe with the Miami 
Chamber Symphony, Orchestra Miami, the Miami City Ballet, the Atlantic 
Classical Orchestra, the Boca Raton Symphonia, and the Shinsei Symphony 
Orchestra in Tokyo, Japan.  She has served on the faculties of the University 
of Miami, New World School of the Arts, Broward Community College, and 
S.U.N.Y. at Geneseo and is a panelist for the National Foundation for  
Advancement in the Arts. 
 
 

 

 

 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 
 
It is with great pleasure and pride that we present to you the Palm Beach 
Chamber Music Festival’s first Fall Series.  We strive for our concerts to 
embody a full emotional range, from profound and moving to fun and 
entertaining, so as you peruse this program you will see our signature mix of 
classic masterpieces and lesser known works by familiar and unfamiliar 
composers.  We are confident there will be something for everyone. 
 
If you are just discovering us for the first time, we would like to invite you to 
join us for our 23rd summer season in July 2014 as well.  Visit our website at 
www.pbcmf.org for updated information throughout the year. 
 
Of course, we could not do any of this without help.  We are very grateful to 
Dr. Jon Robertson, Dean of the Lynn University Conservatory of Music, as 
well as Father Rasmus and his staff at St Andrew’s Episcopal Church for 
providing the venues for these concerts.  We are also so grateful to our 
audiences and patrons for purchasing tickets, making donations and 
attending our performances.  You are all an important part of the process 
and we would not be here without you.  Please continue to come to our 
concerts, bring your friends, families and neighbors and, if possible, consider 
an additional gift to help us continue with our mission of providing Palm 
Beach County with the highest quality chamber music performances.   
 
Thank you and we look forward to seeing you soon.   
Michael Forte, Michael Ellert and Karen Fuller Dixon 
Palm Beach Chamber Music Festival  
 
 

CORE ARTISTS 
Flute:  Karen Dixon 

Clarinet:  Michael Forte 
Bassoon:  Michael Ellert 
Trumpet:  Marc Reese 
Piano:  Lisa Leonard  
Violin:  Dina Kostic 
Violin:  Mei Mei Luo 

Cello:  Susan Bergeron 
 

GUEST ARTISTS 
Oboe:  Erika Yamada 

Viola:  Rebecca Diderrich 

 

 

http://www.pbcmf.org/


 

 

Susan Moyer Bergeron, DMA, cello, has just completed her sixth season with 
the Naples Philharmonic Orchestra. The Lancaster, PA native has called 
South Florida her home for over twenty years, playing at times with most of 
the musical ensembles in the area, notably the New World Symphony, the 
Florida Philharmonic, Palm Beach Opera, Boca Raton Symphonia, Atlantic 
Classical Orchestra and the Southwest Florida Symphony to name a few.  
Susan studied at the New England Conservatory (Bachelors), the University of 
Akron (Masters) and the University of Miami (Doctorate of Musical Arts). Dr. 
Bergeron has been with the Palm Beach Chamber Music Festival for fifteen 
seasons and appears on five Chamber Music Palm Beach CDs on the Klavier 
Music Production label. 
 
Karen Fuller Dixon, flute, is Principal Flute of the Palm Beach Opera 
Orchestra and is the newly appointed Principal Flute of the Opus One 
Orchestra (Miami City Ballet).  She also performs with the Boca Raton 
Symphonia, the Atlantic Classical Orchestra and Orchestra Miami, and 
coaches chamber music at the Lynn University Conservatory of Music in Boca 
Raton.  Ms. Dixon received both her Bachelors and Masters degrees in Flute 
Performance from the Manhattan School of Music.  She is on the Board of 
Directors and is a founding member of the Palm Beach Chamber Music 
Festival, appearing on all six Chamber Music Palm Beach CDs on the Klavier 
Music Production label.   
 
Michael Ellert, bassoon, is Principal Bassoon of the Palm Beach Opera 
Orchestra, Southwest Florida Symphony (Fort Myers), Boca Raton 
Symphonia and is the newly appointed Principal Bassoon of the Opus One 
Orchestra (Miami City Ballet). Mr. Ellert attended the Juilliard School and is 
currently the Assistant Professor of Bassoon, Head of the Woodwind 
Department and Chamber Music Coordinator at the Lynn University 
Conservatory of Music.  He is on the Board of Directors and is a founding 
member of the Palm Beach Chamber Music Festival, appearing on all six 
Chamber Music Palm Beach CDs on the Klavier Music Production Label. 
 
Michael Forte, clarinet, is Principal Clarinet of the Palm Beach Opera 
Orchestra and Southwest Florida Symphony (Fort Myers) and is the Co-
Principal Clarinet of the Boca Raton Symphonia. He is a former member of 
the Maracaibo Symphony (Venezuela) and is a graduate of Syracuse 
University.   Mr. Forte is on the Board of Directors and is a founding member 
of the Palm Beach Chamber Music Festival, appearing on all six Chamber 
Music Palm Beach CDs on the Klavier Music Production label. 
 
 
 
 

 

Dina Kostic, violin, is a native of Belgrade, Serbia. She has held positions with 
the Florida Philharmonic, the New World Symphony and the Civic Orchestra 
of Chicago and currently performs regularly with various groups in South 
Florida including the Palm Beach Opera Orchestra, Boca Raton Symphonia, 
Atlantic Classical Orchestra and Seraphic Fire and as a substitute with the 
Naples Philharmonic and Sarasota Orchestras. Ms. Kostic has served as 
Adjunct Faculty at Barry University in Miami Shores since 2003, along with 
maintaining a private studio. She holds a Bachelors degree from Southern 
Methodist University and a Masters degree from Northwestern University.  
This year marks her eleventh season with the PBCMF and she appears on 
three of Chamber Music Palm Beach CDs on the Klavier Music Production 
label. 
 
Lisa Leonard, piano, enjoys a diverse career as soloist, chamber musician, and 
educator. An active chamber musician she has performed with members of the 
Berlin, Vienna, New York, Cleveland and Cincinnati Symphonies and with 
members of the American and Mendelssohn String Quartets.  Ms. Leonard 
received her Bachelor and Master of Music Degrees from the Manhattan 
School of Music and has served on the faculties of the North Carolina School 
of the Arts, the Meadowmount School of Music and the Las Vegas Music 
Festival and is currently the head of the Graduate Instrumental Collaborative 
Piano Program at the Lynn University Conservatory of Music. This year marks 
her tenth season with the Palm Beach Chamber Music Festival and appears on 
one Chamber Music Palm Beach CD on the Klavier Music Production Label. 
 

Mei Mei Luo, violin, is recognized as one of South Florida’s finest violinists. 
She was the Assistant Concertmaster of the Florida Philharmonic Orchestra 
and served as Concertmaster for the final performances in 2003.  Ms. Luo is 
the founding first violinist of the acclaimed Delray String Quartet, is 
Concertmaster of Orchestra Miami, the Boca Raton Symphonia and the South 
Florida Philharmonic Orchestra and will be the Concertmaster for the Opus 
One Orchestra (Miami City Ballet) for the coming season.  She has been a 
regular member of the Palm Beach Chamber Music Festival since 2000. Ms. 
Luo earned her Bachelors degree from the Shanghai Conservatory of Music 
and has her Masters from the University of Miami. She appears on four 
Chamber Music Palm Beach CDs on the Klavier Music Production label and 
has recorded with the Delray String Quartet on the Poinciana label, and also 
appears on the Harmonia Mundi label. 

 

 

 

 


