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A B S T R A C T

Aluminum pillared clay was synthesized and impregnated with Co2+ (CoAP), using incipient wetness impreg-
nation method. The obtained CoAP was characterized by chemical analysis, XRPD, SEM with EDS, XPS and low
temperature N2 physisorption. By these methods the incorporation of Co2+ was confirmed in both micro and
mesoporous region. The synthesized material was investigated as a catalyst in catalytic oxidation of organic
water pollutants – dyes – in the presence of Oxone® (peroxymonosulfate). Oxone® is a precursor of sulfate
radicals. Tartrazine was chosen as a model dye pollutant. The influence of the mass of the catalyst, temperature
and initial pH was investigated. Temperature increase was beneficial for dye degradation rate. The reaction rate
was the highest for initial pH values around those corresponding to neutral conditions, somewhat slower for
pH < 4 values, while for pH > 10 decolorization was significantly less expressed. Along with decolorization of
tartrazine solution the formation and degradation of tartrazine catalytic oxidation products were monitored
using UV–Vis spectroscopy. CoAP was found to be efficient catalyst in Oxone® induced catalytic degradation of
both tartrazine and detected products of its degradation.

1. Introduction

In the broadest sense, advanced oxidation processes (AOP) comprise
aqueous phase oxidation methods involving highly reactive species that
can react with organic contaminants in water (Kommineni et al., 2008).
Oxidation processes involving sulfate radicals, as strong oxidants, have
received much attention recently (Yang et al., 2015). Perox-
ymonosulfate (PMS) can be used as a precursor of sulfate radicals. It is
regarded as an environmentally friendly oxidant. Without outer acti-
vation PMS very slowly decomposes into SO4%ˉ radicals (Chen et al.,
2018). PMS can be activated in different ways, using heat, metal ions
and UV irradiation (Durairaj et al., 2018; Ahn et al., 2016; Ahmad et al.,
2013; Verma et al., 2016). Among these methods, the activation of PMS
by transition metals has attracted much attention because of high ac-
tivation efficiency of transition metals (Chen et al., 2018). Many

researchers have been investigated transition metal activation of per-
oxymonosulfate in catalytic oxidation processes. Co2+, Mn2+, Ni2+,
Fe2+, Ru3+ and so forth, have been proven as successful catalysts for
PMS activation (Hu and Long, 2016; Oh et al., 2016).

Among these transition metal ions, cobalt (Co2+) is considered to be
the most effective activator of PMS (Anipsitakis and Dionysiou, 2004;
Nfodzo and Choi, 2011). Ball and Edwards were the first who used
cobalt for the catalytic decomposition of peroxymonosulfate (Ball and
Edwards, 1956; Ball and Edwards, 1958). System consisting of Co2+

and PMS might be regarded as an alternative to the Fenton's reaction
system. Higher oxidation potential of sulfate radical (2.5–3.1 eV)
comparing to that of hydroxyl radical (2.7 eV) leads to faster reaction
rate in oxidation processes (Shukla et al., 2011). However, the major
problem in homogeneously catalyzed decomposition of perox-
ymonosulfate using Co2+ as catalyst is the toxicity (ATSDR, 1992) and
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difficulty of recovering of cobalt ions. In order to restrict the discharge
of cobalt ions, several attempts have been made to obtain hetero-
geneous cobalt catalyst where cobalt is supported on a solid support.
Different supports for cobalt ions have been investigated (Hu and Long,
2016; Yang et al., 2007; Yang et al., 2008; Huang et al., 2017).

Pillared interlayered clays (PILCs) represent materials with perma-
nent micro and/or mesoporosity, and thermal and chemical stability
with great catalytic potential (Herney-Ramírez and Madeira, 2010;
Mishra, 2010; Baloyi et al., 2018). PILC catalysts can be tailored by
alternating the final properties of PILCs. This can be achieved by
choosing different types of clay and particle sizes, nature of the pillaring
agent, pillaring procedure and thermal treatments. One of the methods
of the preparation of PILCs comprises ion exchange of interlamellar
cations by the polyhydroxy cations. Intercalated polyhydroxy cations
increase the basal spacing of the clay. Upon calcination, the dehydra-
tion and dehydroxylation of intercalated species occurs and they are
converted into oxide pillars that expand interlamellar spacing (Herney-
Ramírez and Madeira, 2010). After calcination, the resulting PILCs
exhibit a regular layered structure, loss of swelling, surface acidity, and
increased surface area.

PILCs are reported as promising catalysts with a broad range of
applications, one of which is as active catalysts in oxidation reactions of
environmental interest (Khelifi et al., 2016). Another important appli-
cation of PILCs is their use as support for active catalytic phases in the
preparation of supported catalysts. This application of PILCs is parti-
cularly important in environmentally friendly reactions (Gil et al.,
2008). Cobalt impregnated pillared clays have not been extensively
investigated as cobalt based catalysts for AOP. Therefore, cobalt, as a
catalytically active species, can be introduced to PILC by impregnation
using the incipient wetness impregnation procedure (Pinna, 1998).

Potassium peroxymonosulfate (Oxone®, KHSO5‧0.5KHSO4‧0.5K2SO4)
has been widely used in catalytic oxidation processes as a source of per-
oxymonosulfate ions (HSO5ˉ) that yield SO4%ˉ radicals during catalytic de-
composition in the presence of transitional metals. Oxone® is the most ef-
fectively activated by transition metal cations, with cobalt exhibiting the
best performance (Hu and Long, 2016; Lin et al., 2017; Lin et al., 2018;
Anipsitakis et al., 2005).

Cobalt/ Oxone® systems have proven to be effective in the catalytic
oxidation process of different organic contaminants in waste waters;
such are azo dyes (Lin et al., 2017; Lin and Lin, 2018).

In this study aluminum pillared clay was synthesized and im-
pregnated with cobalt, using incipient wetness impregnation method.
The obtained PILC was characterized and investigated as a catalyst in
catalytic oxidation of tartrazine, as model dye pollutant in wastewaters.
Synthetic dyes are harmful and toxic to environment and human being
(Hajjaji et al., 2016).Tartrazine was selected for this study as an azo dye
which is used in food, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals and textile industry
(Jain et al., 2003). Tartrazine shows high stability against biode-
gradation and conventional wastewater treatments of industrial ef-
fluents. (Chekir et al., 2017). The influence of mass of the catalyst,
temperature and initial pH on tartrazine decolorization and degrada-
tion was investigated here.

2. Materials and methods

2.1. Materials

Clay used in pillaring procedure was purchased from The Source Clays
Repository - The Clay Minerals Society, Wyoming, USA. The 2 μm fraction
(SWy-2) (CMS, 2019) was obtained by hydroseparation and Na-exchanged
using common procedure (Mudrinić et al., 2014) (Na-Wy).

All chemicals used in this work were analytical grade. NaCl and
NaOH were supplied by Moss Belgrade, Al(NO3)3× 9H2O by Kemika
Zagreb, Co(NO3)2× 6H2O by Centrohem Belgrade. Oxone® (potassium
peroxymonosulfate, KHSO5·0.5·KHSO4·0.5·K2SO4–Sigma Aldrich) and
tartrazine (Sigma Aldrich, ≥85% purity) were used as received.

2.2. Synthesis

Na-Wy was dispersed in distilled water and used in pillaring process
(Kaloidas et al., 1995). Pillaring procedure comprised the preparation
of pillaring solution with OH−:Al3+=2.0M ratio
(100mmol:50mmol), obtained by dropwise addition of 500 cm3 of
0.2 mol dm−3 NaOH solution into 250 cm3 of 0.2 mol dm−3 Al(NO3)3
solution. Thus obtained solution was stirred at 60 °C for 3 h and over-
night at room temperature. The pillaring solution was then added
dropwise into Na-Wy dispersion (20 g dm−3) in distilled water. The
Al3+:Na-Wy ratio was 10mmol Al3+/g. The suspension was then
stirred at 80 °C for 3 h and at 25 °C overnight. After the synthesis pro-
cedure, the obtained sample was rinsed by dialysis using deionized
water until it was NO3− free (tested using UV–Vis spectrophotometry),
dried overnight at 110 °C and finally calcined at 300 °C for 2 h. The
resulting pillaring clay was referred to as AP.

Incipient wetness impregnation method was used for Co2+ impregna-
tion of AP (El-Bahy et al., 2008). The impregnation was performed by slow
addition of 0.494 cm3 of 1.0mol dm−3 Co2+ solution introduced by means
of impregnation to AP powder resulting in 0.029 g Co2+ per 1 g of AP. After
drying at 85 °C for 2 h and at 110 °C overnight the calcination at 450 °C for
6 h was applied. The sample was denoted CoAP.

2.3. Characterization

Two X-ray powder diffractometers equipped with a Cu anode
(λ=0.1542 nm) were used to obtain X-ray powder diffraction (XRPD)
patterns of Na-Wy, AP and CoAP. First Philips PW 1710 was used in the
2θ interval from 3° to 70° with the step of 0.02°. The reflection corre-
sponding to 001 planes was observed for all the materials, however
present but not sufficiently distinguished in the case of CoAP. Hence,
another XRPD analysis was required to be performed, using higher
sensitivity equipment. This time the diffractograms were recorded in
the 2θ range from 2° to 25° using a Rigaku SmartLab (with low back-
ground Si-support; 1D Plex 250 Ultra detector and speed 1°/min).

The chemical composition of the samples was determined using the
wavelength dispersive X-ray fluorescence spectroscopy (XRF). An ARL™
PERFORM'X Sequential X-Ray Fluorescence Spectrometer (Thermo
Fisher Scientific) was equipped with a 4.2 kW Rh X-ray tube. For qua-
litative analysis, spectral recording and data treatment, the Thermo
Scientific™ OXSAS software was used (Thermofisher, 2019a). The ARL
UniQuant software was used for quantitative data analysis
(Thermofisher, 2019b; Gržetić et al., 2016). Moisture content in the
samples was estimated using Electronic Moisture Balance (Kern MLB_N,
Kern & Sohn Gmbh) and used as input data in Uniquant calculations.

Nitrogen adsorption–desorption isotherms were determined using a
Sorptomatic 1990 Thermo Finnigan at −196 °C. The samples were
outgassed at 160 °C for 20 h. Obtained isotherms were analyzed ap-
plying various models included in the WinADP software. Total pore
volume, V0.98, was calculated according to the Gurvitsch method.
Specific surface area, SBET, was calculated according to the three
parameter Brunauer, Emmett and Teller method. The t-plot method was
applied in order for micropores' surface area from external surface area
to be distinguished. As a standard reference t-curve the Harkins and
Jura relation was used. Mesopore diameter distribution curves were
obtained according to the Barrett, Joyner, Halenda method (Gregg and
Sing, 1967; Rouquerol et al., 1999; Webb and Orr, 1997; Dubinin, 1974;
Scherdel et al., 2010).

A Spectro Spectroflame M – inductively coupled plasma optical
emission spectrometer (ICP–OES) – was used to determine potential
leaching of Co2+ from the catalyst.

UV–Vis spectra were recorded using a Thermo Scientific Evolution
220 UV–Visible Spectrophotometer in the wavelength range from 200
nm to 600 nm.

For morphological study the Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM)
was used. SEM microphotographs were obtained using a JSM–6610LV
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microscope equipped with a device for energy-dispersive X-ray spec-
troscopy (EDS) with detector X-Max Large Area Analytical Silicon Drift
connected with INCA Energy 350 Microanalysis System. The samples
were previously gold-coated under vacuum in a Leica EM SCD005 de-
vice.

In order for cobalt oxidation state to be confirmed the X–ray pho-
toelectron spectroscopy (XPS) using a VG ESCALAB II electron spec-
trometer was used.

2.4. Catalytic tests

The catalytic test was performed by stirring aqueous tartrazine so-
lution (C0,dye= 50mg dm−3) in the presence of 0.130mmol Oxone®
previously established as the most adequate (Marković et al., 2018).
The tests were conducted in a 500 cm3 Pyrex reactor thermostated
using a Julabo MC 4 circular heater and equipped with a mechanical
stirrer. The following experimental parameters were investigated. The
mass of CoAP catalyst varied in the (5–200) mg range, the temperature
was in the range (30–70) °C and pH in the interval from 2 to 11. The
catalyst was added to the reaction mixture 5min after the Oxone® was
introduced into the tartrazine solution. This moment was taken as the
initial (0min) moment of the reaction. With the respect to this moment
aliquots were taken at predetermined periods of time. Supernatant so-
lutions were separated from the solid phase by centrifugation at
17000 rpm for 3min and analyzed using UV–Vis spectrophotometry. By
deconvolution of recorded UV–Vis spectra, previously established
characteristic tartrazine UV absorption peaks (Marković et al., 2018) at
231, 257, 275, 370 and 426 nm, were monitored and analyzed. The
deconvolution of each spectrum was performed using the MagicPlot Pro
2.7.2 software.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Results of characterization

The chemical composition of the samples was obtained using XRF
method and presented in Table 1. Only cation oxides in the amounts
≥1.0 mass % are presented. Prior to XRF analysis, H2O content was
estimated using electronic moisture balance (Table 1).

As expected, pillaring with aluminum led to the increase of Al2O3
content in the analyzed AP in comparison to that of Na-Wy. On the
other hand Na+ in the interlamellar space was replaced by aluminum
containing pillars and the amount of Na2O dramatically decreased in
the pillared samples. The hydration of samples decreased in the fol-
lowing order Na-Wy > AP > CoAP. The presence of cobalt was con-
firmed only in the Co2+-impregnated pillared clay.

XRPD patterns (Fig. 1) enabled the identification of the following
phases in all investigated samples: montmorillonite, quartz and feldspar
(JCPDS, 1990).

Since the most prominent reflections for cobalt oxides (Co3O4,
Co2O3 and different forms of CoO i.e. hexagonal, monoclinic and cubic)
(JCPDS, 1990) are in the range of 2θ from 32° to 39° where can overlap
with reflection corresponding to 105 montmorillonite reflection, the
XRPD spectrum was recorded up to 2θ=70° in order to detected ad-
ditional reflections corresponding to cobalt oxides. Nevertheless, no
forms of cobalt oxide were identified. Probably, the amount of cobalt

Table 1
Chemical composition of samples.

Sample Oxide content (mass %)

SiO2 Al2O3 Fe2O3 MgO Na2O CoO H2O

Na-Wy 58 ± 3 22 ± 2 4.0 ± 0.8 3.6 ± 1.0 2.6 ± 1.3 < 0.01 9.1 ± 0.1
AP 53 ± 3 28 ± 2 3.6 ± 0.3 3.5 ± 0.7 < 0.01 < 0.01 7.9 ± 0.1
CoAP 57 ± 3 25 ± 3 3.1 ± 0.1 2.3 ± 0.3 < 0.01 3.9 ± 0.3 5.6 ± 0.1

Fig. 1. X-ray diffraction patterns of samples a) 3°≤ 2θ≤70°; b) 2°≤ 2θ≤25°
recorded at higher sensitivity: 1) Na-Wy; 2) AP and 3) CoAP (MM – mon-
tmorillonite, Q – quartz and F – feldspar).
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(expressed as 3.9 wt% CoO) might not be sufficient to ensure Co oxides
detection in CoAP by XRPD, particularly since they could have been
obtained in lower crystallinity forms.

The pillaring process fixed the basal spacing. The test for swelling
index (ASTM D5890-19, 2019) also confirmed the loss of swelling
property for AP. The obtained basal spacing (1.72 nm for AP) was in
accordance with previously reported values (Brotas de Carvalho et al.,
1996; Flego et al., 1998) for aluminum pillared montmorillonite ori-
ginating from Wyoming clay deposits. On the other hand, the 001
montmorillonite reflection in CoAP derogated. Therefore additional
XRPD analysis using more sensitive device was performed and the re-
sults are shown in Fig. 1b. The d001 values were 1.18 nm, 1.72 nm, and
1.53 nm for Na-Wy, AP and CoAP, respectively. According to literature,
decreased d001 value for CoAP is expected because of repeated calci-
nation at elevated temperature (450 °C) (Gil et al., 2000).

Low temperature N2 adsorption-desorption isotherms for all in-
vestigated samples are given in Fig. 2, while calculated textural para-
meters according to appropriate models are provided in Table 2.

All isotherms belong to the II type according to the IUPAC and are
reversible at lower equilibrium pressures with the H3 type of hysteresis
loop for p/p0 > 0.4. These findings are expected for materials con-
sisted of aggregated planar particles and slit type of pores. (Leofanti
et al., 1998; Vuković et al., 2005).

The isotherms exhibit significant increase of the amount of adsorbed
nitrogen in AP at pressures corresponding to micropores, which is a
proof of successful pillaring (Mudrinić et al., 2014). It can be concluded
that there was a significant decrease of micropore volume for CoAP,
which remained higher with respect to that of Na-Wy.

Such result implies that a part of incorporated cobalt oxide affected
the interlamellar space of AP. The decrease of hysteresis in the physi-
sorption curves related to CoAP, in comparison with that of AP, in-
dicates that cobalt oxide was also incorporated within the mesopores,
thus dampening the effect of capillary condensation. Detailed in-
formation on the obtained textural properties' values is presented in
Table 2.

By comparing the results for Na-Wy, AP and CoAP (≤ 2 μm fraction)
with those obtained for ≤74 μm fraction (Marković et al., 2018), it can
be noticed that:

- All the trends obtained for the ≤74 μm fraction also occurred in the
case of the ≤2 μm fraction i.e. textural properties V0.98, SBET, Vt and
Smic increased in the following order Na-Wy < CoAP<AP,

- The specific surface area was more developed for all the samples
obtained from ≤2 μm fraction then for the ≤74 μm fraction
(Marković et al., 2018). This was expected since hydroseparation led
to the increase of montmorillonite content and decrease of the ac-
companying minerals – quartz and feldspar – that have less devel-
oped specific area.

Table 2 and Fig. 2 show that cobalt containing phase was in-
corporated both in the micropores and mesopores, i.e. the interlamellar
and interparticle space of the pillared material. Mesopore volume for
CoAP decreased, while the corresponding surface area slightly in-
creased, comparing with those of AP, which implies the shift of meso-
pore diameters to lower values. In order for this conclusion to be tested,
the distribution of mesopore diameters, obtained using the Barrett,
Joyner, Hallenda method, was investigated (Rouquerol et al., 1999).
The distribution diagrams, as acquired by the software, are presented in
Supplementary data (Fig. S1). They show that the pillaring resulted in
the development of low diameter mesopores and occurrence of new
pores within a broad range of mesopore sizes. After cobalt impregnation
the most abundant mesopore diameter size, dmax, remained unchanged,
while the volume and surface area of the pores of about 4.0 nm in
diameter dropped to approximately half the value of that for AP. This
implies pore filling of pores in AP as the consequence of impregnation.
This conclusion is in line with the discussion above regarding physi-
sorption isotherms and probably originates in the filling of higher
diameter mesopores, or even macropores, which could not be measured
using this method.

The obtained micropore diameter distribution according to the
Horvath, Kawazoe method is given in Supplementary data in Fig. S2
(Horvath and Kawazoe, 1983). According to these results the pillaring
resulted in the development of micropores. After cobalt impregnation
the micropore diameter size distribution remained similar while the
surface area of the micropores was dramatically reduced (Table 2),
although still higher than that of Na-Wy. This implies that micropores
were also filled with cobalt oxide containing phase.

Selected SEM microphotographs of Na-Wy (a), AP (b) and CoAP (c)
taken at the same magnification (× 10,000) are presented in Fig. 3.

All samples exhibited layered structure typical for montmorillonite
since it is the dominant mineral. The morphology was retained after
performed modifications. There was only a decrease in the size of the
aggregates caused by modification, which is in accordance with lit-
erature data (Metz et al., 2005). The degree of agglomeration decreased
in the following order: Na-Wy > AP > CoAP. The EDS analysis of
chemical composition was applied in order to confirm XRF results. The
results collected using the two methods were in good agreement. The
mass percentage of detected elements is given in Table 3.

The presence of cobalt in CoAP was confirmed. The range of

Fig. 2. Low temperature N2 adsorption-desorption isotherms.

Table 2
Selected textural properties of investigated samples.

Sample V0.98 (cm3 g−1) VmesBJH (cm3 g−1) SBET (m2 g−1) Vt (cm3 g−1) St (m2 g−1) Smicr (m2 g−1)

Na-Wy 0.080 0.072 53 0.010 29 24
AP 0.147 0.082 265 0.078 39 226
CoAP 0.082 0.055 96 0.018 49 36

V0.98 – total pore volume (Gurvitch method); VmesBJH volume of mesopores according to the Barrett, Joyner, Halenda method; SBET – specific surface area (Brunauer,
Emmett, Teller - 3 parameter equation); Vt and St – mesopore volume and mesopore surface area t-Plot (Lippens and de Boer, using universal Harkins, Jura standard
isotherm), Smic – specific micropore volume (SBET− St) (Gregg and Sing, 1967; Rouquerol et al., 1999; Webb and Orr, 1997; Dubinin, 1974; Scherdel et al., 2010).
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elements to be investigated using EDS was deliberately shrunk to the
major constituents and those relevant in the performed modifications.
The results are here normalized taking into consideration only the se-
lected set of elements. The results of XPS confirmed the presence of
Co2+ in the investigated sample in the form of CoO. The characteristic
parts of XPS spectrum of CoAP are presented in Fig. S3.

A common conclusion, which can be drawn from the presented
characterization results, would be that cobalt was successfully in-
corporated into AP. Besides, the incorporation was not only superficial,
but it affected the bulk of the material, in particular the interlamellar
and interparticle space. The incorporated oxide forms probably were
not dominantly crystalline and/or their content was not sufficient to be
detectable by XRPD.

3.2. Results of catalytic tests

3.2.1. Influence of mass of catalyst
The influence of the mass of catalyst (mcat) was investigated in the

range of masses between 5mg and 200mg per equal suspension vo-
lumes. Decolorization reactions were carried out maintaining equal
experimental conditions, i.e. 200ml of 50mg dm−3 tartrazine solution,
40mg of Oxone® (0.130mmol), reaction time of up to 240min. They
were monitored using UV–Vis spectrophotometry. The extent of deco-
lorization was estimated using the peak at 426 nm, characteristic for
tartrazine. The results collected at the tenth minute of the reactions are
shown (Fig. 4) for two different temperatures: 30 °C and 50 °C.

With the increase of the mass of the catalyst the degree of deco-
lorization increased, which was more prominent at the higher tem-
perature. The increase was nearly linear for both temperatures up to
plateau related to 100% of decolorization. At 50 °C, total decolorization
occurred after ten minutes for mcat= 100mg. On the other hand, at
30 °C, only 20% of decolorization was achieved for the same mass of
catalyst.

The process of catalytic degradation of tartrazine, aside from de-
colorization, includes other processes too, reflected in changes in the
UV–Vis spectra. Therefore, it was necessary to use lower mcat in the
experiments in order to monitor the occurrence and disappearance of
some of degradation products, detectable by this method.

The mass of the catalyst of 5mg was chosen for further experiments.

3.2.2. The influence of temperature
Under experimental conditions reported above, and the amount of

catalyst of 5mg, the influence of temperature was investigated in the
(30–70) °C temperature range. Decolorization was monitored through
the changes of the absorbance at λmax= 426 nm during 240min (Fig. 5
and Table 4).

The decolorization of tartrazine under investigated conditions was
fast. Temperature increase was beneficial for the dye degradation rate.
Under investigated conditions, total decolorization was achieved only
in the case of the reaction conducted at 70 °C. At different temperatures,
different kinetic models were found to be applicable. The exponential
fit was found to be appropriate for higher temperatures (≥ 50 °C). This
fit corresponds to the first order kinetics. The first order rate constantFig. 3. SEM microphotographs of: a) Na-Wy, b) AP and c) CoAP.

Table 3
Mean values of EDS and XPS analysis.

Sample Element mass (mean values and standard deviation), %

O Si Al Fe Mg Co

AP EDS 58 ± 2 25 ± 1 14 ± 1 2.4 ± 0.3 1.1 ± 0.1 –
CoAP EDS 57 ± 6 24 ± 3 13 ± 1 2.2 ± 0.4 1.3 ± 0.1 2.2 ± 1.4

XPS 55 ± 1 (O 1 s) 25 ± 1 (Si 2p) 15 ± 1 (Al 2p) 5.6 ± 1.4 (Co 2p3/2)
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(k) increased with increasing reaction temperature. According to the
used model (Lente, 2015) calculated k values were k=0.0104, 0.0263
and 0.0792min−1 for 50 °C, 60 °C and 70 °C, respectively. Activation
energy was calculated to be 93.5 kJmol−1. The first order kinetics is in
agreement with literature data for the degradation of different azo dyes
in the presence of peroxide radicals (Beach et al., 2011; Li et al., 2014;
Morales et al., 2012; Ӧzen et al., 2005). On the other hand at lower
temperatures (at 30 °C and 40 °C) linear fit was applicable for tartrazine
decolorization at 426 nm.

In the spectrum of tartrazine aqueous solution (C0= 50mg dm−3)
only two distinguished peaks were identified – one at the wavelength
(λmax) of 426 nm, originating from chromophore group (yellow color)
and the other at λmax= 257 nm related to aromatic ring (Oancea and

Meltzer, 2013). At 30 °C, only intensity decrease of these peaks was
noticeable. The degradation of individual aromatic rings was slower
than that of the chromophore itself.

With reaction temperature increase, new peaks corresponding to the
formation of degradation products occurred. The UV–Vis spectra for all
investigated temperatures are given in Fig. 6 in order for these phe-
nomena to be illustrated.

The formation of the new peak at 231 nm and the broadening of the
peak at 426 nm, followed by the formation of a new peak (at approx.
370 nm), occurred at higher temperatures. At 40 °C this phenomenon
was observed only after 240min, while at 50 °C, 60 °C and 70 °C it was
noticeable after 120min, 60min, 30min and 20min of the reaction,
respectively.

A new peak at 275 nm occurred only at elevated temperatures (≥
50 °C) for longer reaction times and persisted to exist up to 240min of
the reaction. The same applies for the peak at 231 nm. On the other
hand the peak at 370 nm disappeared at elevated temperatures during
the investigated period of time.

New peaks occurring during the reaction are related to the forma-
tion of tartrazine degradation products.

Based on the spectra presented in Fig. 6, the deconvolution of the
peaks at 231 nm and 257 nm was performed in order for the change of
their intensity to be investigated. The deconvolution was performed
using the MagicPlot Pro 2.7.2 software. Different mathematical func-
tions were tested, and the one with the best correlation with the ex-
perimental data (having square of coefficient of correlation R2≥ 0.99)
was applied in deconvolution. The results are presented in Fig. 7.

The relative intensity of the peak at 257 nm (Fig. 7a) decreased
during the reaction. This decrease was faster for higher reaction tem-
peratures. This peak completely disappeared after 240min for 60 °C
and 70 °C. The formation of a new absorption peak at 231 nm was
presented in Fig. 7b. At 40 °C and 50 °C this peak appeared only after
240min and 120min respectively. For the reactions conducted at 60 °C
and 70 °C it was possible to monitor the appearance and increase of the
relative intensity of the peak at 231 nm, followed by its decrease for
longer reaction times. During the investigated period of time, this peak
did not disappear completely.

3.2.3. Influence of pH of initial dye solution
The influence of pH of the initial dye solution on decolorization

process (426 nm) was investigated in the pH range from 2 to 11. The
experiments were conducted at 50C° and the following process para-
meters were: C0= 50mg dm−3, V=200 cm3, mcat= 5mg and
1.30mmol Oxone® per 1 g of catalyst. No shift of chromophore attrib-
uted peak at 426 nm was noticed for 2 < pH < 8. Since pKa of tar-
trazine is 9.4 (Pérez-Urquiza and Beltrán, 2001), the change in the
UV–Vis spectra of the dye was expected. Above pKa this peak was
shifted to 399 nm. At pH=11 and under the same experimental con-
ditions, the intensity of peak decreased for not more than approx. 15%.
On the other hand, total decolorization occurred for all other in-
vestigated initial pH values (Fig. 8). Decolorization analyzed by mon-
itoring the intensity changes of the absorption peak at λmax= 426 nm
during time for different initial pH values is presented in Fig. 8.

The reaction was faster for the initial pH values of 6 and 8, then for
unadjusted pH and pH=2. For pH=6 and pH=8 decolorization was
complete after 120min, while for the other two pH values complete
decolorization was achieved after 240min. During the reaction, pH
value changed, and for the interval of the initial pH values between 3.6
and 8, the final pH value was 3.6. Since pH=3.6 was the value of the
unadjusted pH of the reaction mixture, it seems to be unnecessary for
pH to be adjusted before the reaction. In the case of extremely acidic or
alkali initial conditions, no change of pH during the reaction occurred.

4. Conclusions

Aluminum pillared clay rich in montmorillonite was impregnated

Fig. 4. Influence of mass of catalyst on decolorization of tartrazine at two
different temperatures.

Fig. 5. Decolorization of tartrazine solution monitored at λmax= 426 nm, and
at different temperatures, during reaction time.

Table 4
Kinetic models (Lente, 2015) for different reaction temperatures.

Temperature, °C The best fit equation R2

30 At=2.241–0.00353·t 0.996
40 At=2.185–0.00750·t 0.996
50 At=2.511 ∙ e−0.0104∙t+0.182 0.987
60 At=2.311 ∙ e−0.0263∙t−0.039 0.989
70 At=1.899 ∙ e−0.0792∙t+0.008 0.997

t – temperature; At – absorbance at temperature t; R2 – square of coefficient of
correlation.
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with cobalt using the incipient wetness procedure (CoAP). The presence
of cobalt in the synthetized material was confirmed by XRF and EDS.
The XRPD analysis did not confirm the presence of any forms of

crystalline cobalt oxide phases. The amount of cobalt (expressed as
3.9 wt% CoO) was probably not sufficient to be detectable using this
method, particularly since cobalt could have been present in less

Fig. 6. UV–Vis spectra for catalytic tests with tartrazine (C0= 50mg dm−3, V=200 cm3, mcat = 5mg and 1.30mmol Oxone® per 1 g of catalyst) performed at: a)
30 °C, b) 40 °C, c) 50 °C, d) 60 °C and e) 70 °C.
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crystalline oxide forms.
Pillaring led to developed meso- and microporosity, while sub-

sequent impregnation resulted in mesopore and micropore filling. This
might be regarded as a proof of cobalt oxide incorporation within the
pores of aluminum pillared sample (CoAP).

CoAP was tested as catalyst in the activation of radical formation
from potassium peroxymonosulfate (Oxone®) in the reaction of oxida-
tive degradation of model dye –tartrazine. UV–Vis spectroscopy was
used to monitor decolorization (decrease of chromophore related ab-
sorption peak at λmax= 426 nm) and the degradation of aromatic
products present in the initial solution and those formed during the
reaction. The decolorization of tartrazine under investigated conditions
was fast. Temperature increase was beneficial for dye degradation rate.
At different reaction temperatures, different kinetic models were found
to be applicable. The exponential fit was found to be appropriate for
higher temperatures (≥ 50 °C).

UV–Vis spectra were deconvoluted and further analyzed. The peak
at 257 nm, originated from aryl moieties, was present in the initial
solution while other peaks were attributed to products of the oxidative
degradation. The peak at 370 nm occurred during the degradation at
higher temperatures and disappeared as the reaction went on.

The relative intensities of the peaks at 257 nm and 231 nm, obtained
using deconvolution, were monitored during the reactions conducted at

different temperatures. The decrease of the relative intensity of the
peak at 257 nm was faster for higher reaction temperatures. The peak at
231 nm was formed during the reaction and was attributed to the for-
mation of degradation products. During the investigated period of time,
this peak did not disappear completely.

With the increase of the initial pH of tartrazine/Oxone® system in
the range from 2 to 8, the rate of decolorization increased. Above pKa of
tartrazine (9.4), the shift of chromophore-attributed peak from 426 nm
to 399 nm occurred, and decolorization was significantly less expressed
than for lower pH values.

The cobalt impregnated pillared montmorillonite was found to be a
promising catalyst for dye decolorization and degradation. It also
showed good performance in the degradation of different products
formed in tartrazine oxidation in the presence of Oxone®.
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