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Abstract

Background: Smoking continues to be the leading preventable cause of death. Digital Interventions for Smoking Cessation
(DISCs) are health communication programs accessible via the internet and smartphones and allow for greater reach and
effectiveness of tobacco cessation programs. DISCs have led to increased 6-month cessation rates while also reaching vulnerable
populations. Despite this, the impact of DISCs has been limited and new ways to increase access and effectiveness are needed.

Conclusions: Conducting a hybrid study with both effectiveness and dissemination hypotheses raises some unique challenges
in the study design and analysis. Our study addresses these challenges to test new innovations and increase the effectiveness and
reach of DISCs.

Methods: The Smoker-to-Smoker (S2S) study is a 6-month hybrid effectiveness dissemination trial conducted nationally among
English-speaking, current smokers aged ≥18 years. All eligible participants will register for the DISC (Decide2quit) and be
randomized to the recommender system CTHC or the standard CTHC, followed by allocation to a peer recruitment toolset group
or control group. Primary outcomes will be 7-day point prevalence and risk reduction at the 6-month follow-up. Secondary
outcomes include recruitment rate, website engagement, and patient-reported outcomes collected via the 6-month follow-up
questionnaire. All primary analyses will be conducted on an intent-to-treat basis.

Objective: We are conducting a hybrid effectiveness-dissemination study. We aim to evaluate the effectiveness of a machine
learning–based approach (recommender system) for computer-tailored health communication (CTHC) over a standard CTHC
system based on quit rates and risk reduction. In addition, this study will assess the dissemination of providing access to a peer
recruitment toolset on recruitment rate and variability of the sample.

Results: The project is funded from 2017 to 2020 by the Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute. Enrollment was completed
in early 2019, and 6-month follow-ups will be completed by late 2019. Preliminary data analysis is currently underway.

(JMIR Res Protoc 2019;8(7):e14814)   doi:10.2196/14814
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Introduction

Smoking continues to be a public health concern and is the
leading cause of preventable death in the United States [1].
Annually, over 6 million deaths in the world are attributable to
smoking, including 480,000 in the United States [1]. Although
the overall rates of smoking have reduced, the rates among
socioeconomically disadvantaged subgroups are considerably
higher [2]. In particular, African American smokers suffer
disproportionately due to smoking-related diseases including
several cancers, cardiovascular disease, and cerebrovascular
disease [2-4]. Although they smoke fewer cigarettes and start
smoking at an older age, these smokers are more likely to die
from smoking-related diseases than white smokers [1].
Identifying strategies to increase reach and effectiveness of
tobacco cessation programs, especially among vulnerable
populations, is an ongoing research challenge [5].

Digital Interventions for Smoking Cessation (DISCs) are health
communication programs readily accessible via the internet and
smartphones. DISCs can include a number of functions designed
to support a smoker’s cessation attempt. Previous research has
shown that DISCs can be effective. In our prior trial, our
DISC—Decide2Quit [6]—achieved a cessation rate of 30% at
6 months, which is much higher than the 7% rate at which
smokers quit without support [7]. DISCs have the potential to
reach a large and diverse group of smokers. Access to DISCs

has previously been limited for many smokers because of the
disparities in internet access. However, the digital divide in
internet access has decreased considerably with increased
broadband availability and smartphone use [8,9]. Despite this
increased access and potential for effectiveness, the impact of
DISCs has been limited. New ways to increase the access and
effectiveness of DISCs are needed.

In response to a Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute
(PCORI) call for communication and dissemination research,
we proposed a dissemination study—Smoker-to-Smoker
(S2S)—to test whether providing access to a peer recruitment
toolset that facilitates recruitment of friends and family members
to the intervention will increase recruitment rate and increase
variability of the sample. Because of feedback from PCORI and
peer review, we expanded our study to also test the effectiveness
of a machine learning–based approach (recommender system)
for computer-tailored health communication (CTHC). Thus,
our project is a hybrid effectiveness dissemination trial including
both effectiveness and dissemination hypotheses (Textbox 1).
Conducting a hybrid study with both effectiveness and
dissemination hypotheses raises some unique challenges in the
design and analysis of our study. Our paper describes the
intervention functions and the study protocol we developed to
address previously mentioned challenges. We also describe the
budget impact analysis we will use to assess the cost of
implementing this intervention.

Textbox 1. Study hypotheses.

Hypothesis 1: Dissemination

• H1A: Peer recruitment will recruit a greater proportion of African American smokers compared to standard online recruitment.

• H1B: Peer recruitment will reduce recruitment time (time to recruit each participant) compared to standard online recruitment.

Hypothesis 2: Repeated use of Decide2Quit functions

• H2A: Repeated use among those exposed to the fully enhanced group (access to peer recruitment toolset and recommender CTHC) will be greater
than repeated use among those exposed to (1) peer recruitment toolset only, (2) recommender CTHC with no peer recruitment toolset, and (3)
standard group (no peer recruitment toolset and standard CTHC).

• H2B: Repeated use among those exposed to the peer recruitment toolset will be greater than repeated use among those exposed to the standard
group.

• H2C: Repeated use among those exposed to the recommender CTHC will be greater than repeated use among those exposed to the standard
group.

Hypothesis 3: Effectiveness

• Quit rates and risk reduction among participants exposed to the recommender CTHC (A+B) will be greater than those among participants exposed
to the standard group (C+D).

Methods

Study Overview
The goal of this study (ClinicalTrials.gov: NCT03224520) is
to recruit 1200 smokers to test our effectiveness and
dissemination hypotheses. To participate in the study, all
smokers will register online for the Decide2Quit DISC.
Randomization will occur after registration using a multilevel
approach, as detailed below. We will follow smokers for 6
months from their registration date. Following a description of
the intervention and comparison, our protocol is described in

detail below. The protocol of our study was approved by the
Institutional Review Board at the University of Massachusetts
Medical School.

The Smoker-to-Smoker Functions

The Computer-Tailored Health Communication System
CTHC is a frequently used tool in behavioral science and is
focused on the selection of appropriate messages for an
individual. CTHC increases personal relevance of health
messaging by matching the messages to an individual’s or
group’s characteristics [10]. CTHC can be effective in
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motivating behavior change [11-17]. Standard CTHC has
traditionally been accomplished using rule-based approaches
in which selected variables from patients’ baseline profile are
matched to specific if-then tailoring rules to send tailored
messages to specific subsets of patients [10,18]. As an
alternative to rule-based approaches, companies such as Amazon
use machine learning algorithms (ie, recommender systems) to
tailor content. These recommender systems have several
advantages over rule-based approaches, including the ability to
continuously learn from user feedback (eg, liked product and
products purchased) and enhance personal relevance. Textbox
2 provides an example of how a standard and recommender
CTHC may differ in DISCs [18]. In our prior pilot randomized
controlled trial (RCT) [19], we developed a recommender CTHC
and compared this system with a standard CTHC system that
showed effectiveness. The recommender system significantly
outperformed the rule-based system on the number of days (out

of 30) in which message relevance influenced smokers to quit.
In the recommender system smokers, 74% strongly agreed or
agreed that the messages influenced them to quit smoking, while
this was only reported by 45% in the standard group (P<.01)
[20]. Among those who completed follow-up, 36% (20/55) of
the recommender system smokers and 32% (11/34) of the
rule-based system smokers stopped smoking for one day or
more (P=.70). Our goal in the S2S study is to rigorously test
the recommender system against the standard CTHC for
smoking cessation over a 6-month period. The primary
difference between the recommender CTHC and standard CTHC
will be the way in which messages are selected for the
participant. Since our goal is to test the selection method, both
systems will select from the same database of messages. We
will first describe the motivational message database used in
the study followed by the standard CTHC selection system and
the recommender CTHC system.

Textbox 2. Computer health-tailored communication (CHTC). An example of a standard CHTC versus a recommender CHTC [ 17].

John Smith, a 38-year-old smoker, has been smoking for 15 years. He has made multiple quit attempts in the past, but during each attempt, he gained
between 10 and 20 pounds. Currently, fear of weight gain is a significant barrier to another quit attempt.

John is trying to quit again and registers on Decide2Quit. For 8 weeks, the system sends two tailored emails per week to John Smith to help him quit.

Standard CTHC

• In this approach, tailoring is based on information that John provides when he registers. For this example, we focus on one characteristic only:
gender.

• Since women are typically more concerned about weight gain after quitting [21,22], experts have specified that half of the emails sent to women
should contain information related to weight gain, but only one quarter of the emails sent to men should be focused on weight gain. 

• After registering on Decide2Quit, John receives the first email that targets weight gain support in the second week (third message) of the
intervention. John likes the message and finds the tips it offers useful. He looks forward to receiving similar messages. However, the next five
messages he receives focus on other topics. The next weight gain message arrives only on week 5.

• John does not think the system helped and fails in his attempt to quit.

Recommender CTHC

• In this approach, the selection of the message is based on the collective intelligence data, not on preset rules.  

• After registering on Decide2Quit, John visits the weight gain support page on the website (implicit data). The system uses these data and selects
one of the messages targeting weight gain and sends it to John on week 2 (third message). John likes the messages and rates the message highly
(explicit data). The system then notes both items of implicit and explicit feedback and regularly sends messages targeting weight gain to John.
The system also repeats the message that John rates highly.

• Because the intervention targeted his needs more specifically, John finds these messages useful and succeeds in his attempt to quit.

• We have provided a simple example for ease of understanding. We have not included in this example how the group’s feedback can help John.

The Motivational Messaging Database
The messaging database includes 500 messages that were
developed in our prior RCT, consisting of both expert-written
messages and peer-written messages [23]. Expert-written
messages were developed through an iterative expert group
review process (behaviorists, physicians, and nurses). These
messages were informed by current guidelines [24] and the
Social Cognitive Theory [25], which incorporates vicarious
learning, verbal persuasion, and expert messages that reflect
the theoretical determinants of quitting such as positive outcome
expectations and self–efficacy-enhancing small goals [25].
Peer-written messages were written by current and former
smokers responding to an online survey that presented four
scenarios tailored by gender, age, and readiness-to-quit. These

messages were then reviewed for use in our system. More details
of our methodology to generate peer written messages have
been previously published [23].

The Standard Computer-Tailored Health
Communication System
Our comparison standard CTHC is a rule-based (if-then-else)
system that tailors messages based on a smoker’s readiness to
quit. For example, when a smoker logs on to Decide2Quit and
indicates their readiness as “not ready to quit,” a message from
those categorized for “not ready to quit” smokers will be picked
at random and sent to the smoker. Similarly, if the smoker
indicates their readiness as “set a quit date,” a message
categorized for “set a quit date” smokers will be sent to the
smoker. This system was tested in our prior study and
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demonstrated to be effective in increasing the 6-month smoking
cessation by 9% (odds ratio [OR] 1.69, 95% CI 1.03-2.8) over
a nonmessaging control [26]. Thus, our comparison will be a
robust, active, and effective standard CTHC system.

Recommender Computer-Tailored Health
Communication System
The details of our development and evaluation of the
recommender system were previously published [20,26,27].
Briefly, we developed a hybrid recommender system that uses
three input data sources to generate the recommendations,
including metadata description of the messages, implicit
feedback data, and explicit feedback data (smokers in the prior
and current study). The recommender system consists of
multiple components.

Our metadata includes a comprehensive coding of the messages.
We developed these codes to facilitate further understanding of
what did and did not work in these messages. These codes
include constructs from multiple behavioral theories such as
the Social Cognitive Theory, the Transtheoretical Model, and
the Theory of Reasoned Action [28]. We also coded the
messages for content that may be pertinent to a specific user,
including health and lifestyle status, health issues, and treatment
options. Overall, we developed 48 codes divided into 8
categories (General Treatments, Behavioral Treatments, Over
the Counter and Prescription Treatments, Motivations, Health,
Sociocultural Attributes, Author Attributes, and Author
Interaction). Implicit feedback data are derived from user
actions. As our implicit feedback data, we used the website
return data of 900 smokers that participated in our prior RCT
[19]. When an email was sent to these smokers, we tracked their
website usage in the days following the email. Thus, we had
data on the frequency at which each message promoted the use
of Decide2Quit and the characteristics of the smokers that
received these messages. Explicit feedback data consist of
self-reported item ratings. We recruited 846 current or former
smokers from online and local sources to rate the messages on
the influence scale (see Data Collection and Outcomes). Each
smoker was asked to rate 20 messages, resulting in 16,920
ratings. Several classic and state-of-the art collaborative filtering
methods were evaluated for accurate prediction methods. The
Bayesian Probabilistic Matrix Factorization (BPMF) was
identified as the best single model in our evaluation and was
used to develop the recommender CTHC. The BPMF model
estimates a probability distribution over a joint embedding of

users and items into complementary latent spaces. The rating a
given user supplies for a given item is approximated by the
expected value of the product of the latent user and item factor
vectors representing the user-item pair, with the expectation
taken over the uncertainty in embeddings [29]. In addition to
explicit feedback ratings from smokers in prior studies, the
recommender CTHC is programmed to use the explicit ratings
of smokers receiving the messages (see Data Collection and
Outcomes).

Access to a Peer Recruitment Toolset
The primary element of the peer recruitment toolset is our
Facebook website plugin [20,26,27]. The Facebook plugin will
allow smokers to browse through their Facebook friends and
recruit them by sending private recruitment messages. In our
pilot study [20,26,27], providing smokers access to peer
recruitment quadrupled our sample (190 smokers recruited 569
more smokers to the Decide2Quit DISC). Further, the smokers
recruited by their peers were more likely to be African American
as compared to those who were directly recruited from an online
social network (23.8% vs 10.8%; P<.01 for all comparisons).
Thus, in our dissemination hypothesis, we are testing if
providing smokers access to peer recruitment specifically
increases the proportion of African Americans in our sample.

The basic flow of a single hypothetical smoker through the
peer-referral, registration, and subsequent initiation of new
peer-recruitment is described in Figure 1. Peer recruitment will
take place in waves. As is common in peer recruitment
approaches, to initiate the waves, we will recruit the first wave
(wave 0 or seeds) of smokers. Seeds will be recruited using
online advertisements. Once a seed registers on Decide2Quit
and receives the peer recruitment toolset, we expect the
following to occur:

1. The seed consents to be in the study and recruit smokers
from his/her network using the peer-recruitment tools (by
sending a Facebook private message).

2. The successfully peer-recruited smoker (wave 1 recruit)
registers on the system and consents to recruit other smokers
in his/her social network.

3. The wave 1 recruit then continues the peer-recruitment
chain, recruiting smokers his/her their social network.

4. The successfully peer-recruited smoker then registers (wave
2 recruit). The waves progress until the target sample size
is reached.
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Figure 1. Flow of participant randomization. Allocation to receive the peer recruitment tools occurs in two phases or waves. Wave 1: Half of the
enrolled smokers are randomized to receive peer recruitment tools, while the others do not receive the tools; and Wave 2: All subsequent smokers who
are randomized to the effectiveness trial and also report they were peer-recruited are given access to the peer-recruitment tools.

Study Design
As noted in Figure 1, all participants registering online on the
Decide2Quit DISC will first undergo an effectiveness
randomization and then a peer recruitment allocation. The
effectiveness randomization will randomly assign participants
to either receive access to the recommender system CTHC or
the standard CTHC. The peer recruitment allocation will depend
on the recruitment source. As noted in the section below, we
will either directly recruit participants to the study (via search
engine advertisements and research match) or they will be
recruited by their peers (peer recruited). Directly recruited peers
will be randomized to either receive the peer recruitment toolset
or not receive the toolset. All peer recruited participants will
receive access to the peer recruitment toolset. We are using this
approach for the peer recruited smokers to enhance blinding.

This decision was made because these recruited smokers may
communicate with their peers about the intervention.

Recruitment

Process
Our primary recruitment method will be to directly recruit
smokers online using search engine advertisements or
ResearchMatch. Participants having access to the peer
recruitment toolset will be able to recruit their friends and family
smokers to the website. To recruit via search engine
advertisements, we will develop and post online advertisements
customized to appear to smokers searching for quit
smoking–related search terms online. When smokers click on
these advertisements, they are redirected to Decide2Quit, where
they are provided study information and registration instructions.
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The functions are provided in the ad managers of the search and
social media website-targeted ads for smokers. For example,
the Facebook ad manager allows advertisers to target users
based on their interests derived from their profile’s keywords,
pages they like, and groups they visit, which are then displayed
on the Facebook page of the user. ResearchMatch is a free and
secure online tool developed by Vanderbilt University and used
by academic institutions across the country. To register,
volunteers enroll on the ResearchMatch website, fill out
demographic and optional health history questionnaires, and
submit their profile. As noted, we will test peer recruitment for
increasing access to the Decide2Quit DISC. Thus, we may also
have participants who are peer recruited to the study as a
consequence of our peer recruitment experiment.

Randomization
We will embed randomization within the technology. Our
statistician will generate a randomization table; the
randomization sequence will be conducted in random blocks
of different sizes (n=8 and n=12) to ensure balance among the
groups and reduce predictability of the allocation process. Thus,
randomization will occur automatically at the time of initial
registration. Following randomization, there will be an allocation
to receive the peer recruitment toolset or not to receive the

toolset. Study staff will be blinded to allocation during initial
baseline assessment and follow-up.

Study Participants
Participants will be included if they are current smokers over
18 years of age and can read or speak English. Prisoners will
be excluded. Pregnant women may be incidentally enrolled. In
such cases, this research poses no risks to the fetus.

Data Collection and Outcomes
S2S will include multiple data collection stages (Table 1). At
each time point (1 week, 1 month, and 6 months), we will send
participants email reminders to complete the online follow-up
surveys. We will send up to four email reminders over the course
of 2 weeks from the targeted follow-up date (eg, if the
participant is due for their 6-month follow-up on January 1, we
will send them reminders for the 2 weeks following that date).
If participants fail to respond to our email messages, we will
call them to complete the survey over the phone. To calculate
the success of our intervention, we will use the RE-AIM
framework and evaluate results along the RE-AIM dimensions
for success of health behavior interventions including reach,
effectiveness, adoption, implementation, and maintenance
[30-32]. Table 1 provides a list of study outcomes associated
with RE-AIM dimensions. Our primary and secondary outcomes
are listed below.
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Table 1. Study measure by time points and associated RE-AIM dimensions.

RE-AIM dimensionDescriptionConstruct

Baseline measures

ReachDemographics • Age, gender, race, ethnicity, education level
• Contact Information

ReachCurrent smoking habitsSmoking habits

ReachQuit attempts • Readiness to quit
• Nicotine dependence
• Nicotine replacement therapy use
• E-cigarette use

ReachFamily-based intervention and so-
cial network

• Household status
• Smokers in social network
• Interest in family-based intervention

Reach, AdoptionReach and registration • Number of users who saw and clicked on online advertisements
• Number of users who registered following online advertisements

1-month measures

User feasibility and acceptability • User feedback on use of the system

Reach, Adoption,

Effectiveness

Peer recruitment success • Number of peer recruiters
• Number of peers recruited

Reach, Implementation,

Maintenance

Peer recruitment experience • Number of friend/family smokers a recruiter contacted for recruitment (net-
work reached)

• Use of tools outside the Smoker-2-Smoker peer recruitment toolset
• Barriers/facilitators to peer recruitment
• Primary reasons a potential recruitee chose to be peer recruited or not

EffectivenessPerceived influence of peer recruit-
ment on cessation

• Beneficial to the participant’s quit smoking efforts
• Motivated to get support from those around the participant to quit smoking
• Increased the participant’s craving for cigarettes
• Made the participant feel like they were being helpful to their family and

friends who are smokers

6-month measures

Effectiveness7-day point prevalence smoking
cessation

• Do you currently smoke cigarettes (smoked even 1 puff in the last 7 days)?
[33]

EffectivenessBiochemical verification of smoking
cessation

• NicAlert uses a dipstick to measure the level of cotinine in a sample of saliva.
We will mail strips with instructions on how to take and return a picture of
the results to us electronically.

Continuous measures

AdoptionWebsite engagement • Number of visits to decide2quit
• Number of pages used

EffectivenessMessage feedback • Influence survey sent after each email (explicit)

Effectiveness Outcomes

Smoking Cessation: 7-Day Point Prevalence and Verification
by Saliva Test NicAlert

The primary outcome measure will be 7-day point prevalence
at the 6-month follow-up. The 7-day point prevalence will be
assessed by asking, “Do you currently smoke cigarettes (smoked
even 1 puff in the last 7 days)?” [33] The 7-day window
provides an appropriate stringent measure to account for a

cross-sectional snapshot. In a cessation trial, biochemical
verification is used to monitor for differential misclassification
by the randomization group. The degree of misclassification is
moderated by characteristics of the smoking cessation
intervention [34]. Studies that are in-person and intense
generally have more misclassification because of the personal
connection between the smoker and the counselor and therefore
require biochemical verification. Less misclassification occurs
in low intensity, light-touch studies. Further, differential
misclassification increases with intervention differences between
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two groups. Since our intervention and control are both texting
interventions, the potential for differential misclassification is
reduced. Further, requiring biochemical verification can, in fact,
lead to additional issues, including refusal to participate, thus
biasing the sample [34,35]. However, based on peer review, we
are conducting biochemical verification. To reduce the potential
for biasing the sample due to the need for biochemical
verification, we are using an opt-in procedure to conduct
biochemical verification among those who indicated they had
quit smoking at 6 months. If a participant indicates they have
quit smoking at 6 months, they are contacted by the research
study staff to see if they would like to opt-in to the biochemical
verification. If a participant opts in, they will be mailed the
NicAlert test strips (Nymox Corporation, St Laurent, Quebec,
Canada) within 24 hours with clear instructions on how to take
a picture and return the picture of the results to us electronically.
NicAlert is a semiquantitative method that uses a dipstick to
measure the level of cotinine in a sample of saliva. The test strip
displays the result in seven zones. Each zone represents a range
of levels of cotinine/smoking (eg, zone 0: 0-10 ng/mL, a
nonsmoker, zone 6: >1000 ng/mL, a heavy smoker). The results
will be read as 0-6, and as recommended, any value ≥ 1 will be
considered as tobacco use [36-38]. Our staff will also be
available by phone to help the smokers complete testing.
Participants sending back the sample will receive an additional
US $50 incentive (as outlined in the consent form) for
completing biochemical verification.

Risk Reduction (Reduction in the Number of Cigarettes
Smoked)

We will calculate risk reduction by subtracting the number of
cigarettes smoked at baseline from the number of cigarettes
smoked at the 6-month follow-up.

Dissemination Outcomes
Secondary outcomes include recruitment rate, website
engagement, and patient-reported outcomes collected via the
6-month follow-up questionnaire.

Recruitment Rate
When smokers register on Decide2Quit, they will be assigned
a unique identifier and their registration date and time will be
recorded. We will compute recruitment time from these data as
the time taken to recruit each participant from the time that the
first participant in the group was recruited.

Website Engagement and Feedback: Implicit and
Explicit
We will use repeated use over other use measures (number of
logins) to measure website engagement, as this has demonstrated
an association with smoking cessation [39]. This is an ordinal
scale of the number of Decide2Quit functions used after the
first DISC visit (0: no functions used; 1: use of 1-2 functions,
2: >2 functions used). We will also continuously assess explicit
(influence survey) and implicit (days to click on website)
feedback after each email sent. When a smoker is sent an email,
we will include a link to rate the message on the influence scale.

Sample Size

Hypothesis 1: Dissemination
Our previous work [26,27] showed that having access to peer
recruitment increased the proportion of African Americans to
23%, compared to 11% in the initial seeds (those recruited by
advertisements). Using 10% as the base rate in the nonpeer
recruitment group (no access to peer recruitment), we estimated
sample size requirements by varying the proportion in the peer
recruitment from 16% to 20%. With these assumptions, for our
primary aim, we will need 219 smokers in each group to detect
a difference of 10% (power=80%, α=.05). If we reduce the
difference to 8% and 6%, we will need 319 and 525 participants
in each group, respectively. Given that we will work with our
panel to encourage recruitment of African American smokers
in the peer recruitment group and may see bigger differences
than those in our pilot study, we will have adequate power,
particularly with the proposed sample size of 600 in each
recruitment method. For recruitment time, previous trials
estimated that the mean number of days to recruit a sample of
700 smokers was 244 (SD 81) days [27,40]. Assuming that peer
recruitment proceeds with the same rate and SD, we can detect
a difference in recruitment time as low as 14 days. Since we
expect the comparison rate to be much slower, we are adequately
powered to detect differences with a sample of 600
(power=80%).

Hypothesis 2: Repeated Use of Website
We used the method published by Whitehead to calculate power
for this hypothesis [41]. In our previous work, we found a linear
association between the 6-month cessation and repeated use by
using the repeated use scale. For every increase by one in this
scale, odds of smoking cessation increased (OR 2.10, 95% CI
1.03-4.30) [39]. With the current sample size of 300 per group,
we can detect a difference a cumulative odds ratio of 1.7. Thus,
our study is adequately powered to measure a reasonable
difference in the repeated use measure.

Hypothesis 3: Effectiveness
We assumed a control cessation rate of 15% [42], and a
two-sided significance level of .05. A sample size of 300 in
each group will achieve 80% power to detect a difference of
9% (quit rate in intervention=24%) in quit rates between the
two groups, based on a Z-test with pooled variance. We will
categorize the NicAlert test results into smokers and nonsmokers
and use the chi-square statistic to test for differences. We
calculated the detectable difference in risk reduction with 300
smokers in each group and a mean of 3.3 cigarettes in the
comparison group, using SDs of 2 and 3 with 80% and 90%
power, respectively. We will have 90% power to detect a
difference of 0.80 (or smaller) in the number of cigarettes
smoked between the two groups. This difference is likely to be
achieved based on the results of our PCORI pilot, in which we
achieved a reduction of 0.85 (4.15-3.3) in 30 days compared to
smokers receiving the standard CTHC messages; smokers
receiving the recommender CTHC had a higher reduction in
the number of cigarettes at 30 days (Standard CTHC: mean 3.3;
S2S adaptive CTHC: 4.15).
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Statistical Analyses
All primary analyses will be conducted on an intent-to-treat
basis. Secondary analyses will explore dose-response effects
among those with variable levels of adherence to the
intervention. All analyses will be two-sided, and the alpha error
will be set at .05. We will begin our analysis by examining
univariate statistics (means, medians, SDs, and 95% CIs) and
distributions. We will examine the balance of participant
characteristics by study groups and account for any imbalances
in our multivariable analysis. As appropriate, differences in
measured characteristics (ie, demographics and prebaseline
smoking behaviors) by group will be tested using Chi-square
tests of independence (categorical variables), analysis of
variance (continuous variables), or the equivalent nonparametric
tests, depending on the distribution of the variables. Differences
in baseline characteristics of the intervention and comparison
groups will be assessed.

To test Hypothesis 1, we will categorize the smokers as either
African Americans or not, and then use the chi-square statistic
to test for differences between the peer recruitment and standard
groups. We will also compare mean recruitment time between
the two types of recruitment method using a t test. We will
explore possible factors that may not be balanced between the
smokers recruited from the two methods. If we find any
significant differences, we will develop a linear regression model
to further adjust for the influence of the confounders on the time
to recruitment outcome. Within the peer recruitment groups,
we will conduct a secondary analysis examining differences in
demographic characteristic between peer recruited and directly
recruited smokers. Using data provided by search engine
advertisement managers, we will evaluate the performance of
our online advertisements (number of users registered on
Decide2Quit following an advertisement on the search engine).

To test Hypothesis 2, we will use a generalized linear model,
which includes indicators of peer recruitment and recommender
CTHC and the interaction between the two indicators as
independent variables.

To test Hypothesis 3 (effectiveness), we will compare
participants randomized to enhanced CTHC and those
randomized to standard CTHC. We will use the 7-day point
prevalence cessation of the 6-month follow-up as the dependent
variable in generalized linear models. Using mediation analysis,
we will examine the potential mechanisms through which we
anticipate the intervention to produce a beneficial effect. We
will categorize the NicAlert test into smokers and nonsmokers’
categories and use the Chi-square statistic to test for differences.
If risk reduction (decreased number of cigarettes smoked) is
normally distributed, we will use the identity link function in
the generalized linear model. We will also model risk reduction
using count regression with a Poisson or negative binomial
regression modeling if the variance of the distribution of risk
reduction is over dispersed. For Hypotheses 2 and 3, we will
compare African American smokers across the groups, and
African American and white smokers for heterogeneity.

To assess the difference in smokers comparing the peer
recruitment and standard recruitment, we will use a three-step
strategy. First, we will collect data on covariates (minority

status, education, readiness to quit, and income) that have been
shown to differ between the peer recruitment and standard
recruitment [26]. We will use these variables to adjust our
overall models with the outcome of smoking cessation,
comparing participants from peer recruitment and those from
standard recruitment. Second, peer recruitment is, in many ways,
analogous to clustering. Each person who is recruited by another
individual is clustered in the group of the initial peer recruiter.
Thus, some component of the difference is within the
relationship between recruiter and recruitee. To address this
issue, we included a marker for each “recruiter” as a fixed effect
in the model. Third, we will use an advanced approach, termed
complier-averaged causal effect analysis (CACE), to compare
those who complied (peer recruited or not) in the intervention
group with those who would have complied in the comparison
group if they had been exposed to the intervention (peer
recruitment). Thus, after adjustment using the first and second
approach, we will conduct additional models using CACE.

For the budget impact analysis, we will compare the costs of
the four intervention arms from the perspective of an
implementing organization. The research team will track staff
time associated with each intervention arm, including time for
training, recruiting, and administering the different aspects of
the intervention such as incentives for recruitment. In addition,
we will work with the research team to estimate development
costs of each intervention component (eg, the adaptive
component of the CTHC) and any equipment or supply costs.
We will compare the costs of the different intervention arms in
multiple scenarios in which we examine how costs change based
on changes in the components of the intervention and the types
and amount of staffing provided for implementation. The
economic analyses for will primarily consist of descriptive
statistics. Using the estimates of costs of supplies, equipment,
and staff time and the potential savings that result from
decreased health care costs related to smoking cessation, we
will calculate the budget impact of implementing a particular
treatment strategy from the perspective of an implementing or
disseminating organization. We will follow the guidelines
outlined for best practices in budget impact analysis [43]. We
will create tables to describe the assumptions of our inputs and
outputs of our budget impact analysis and perform sensitivity
analyses to examine how changing the assumptions of the model
impact the potential costs for an organization implementing the
intervention.

Results

The project was funded in 2017, and enrollment will be
completed in 2019. Preliminary data analysis is currently under
way.

Discussion

The S2S study addresses a key question raised in the
State-of-the-Science Conference Statement on Tobacco Use:
What are the effective strategies for increasing consumer
demand for and use of proven, individually oriented cessation
treatments, including among diverse populations? [5]. The
primary goal of the intervention is to disseminate and increase
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the use of a tobacco cessation website using peer recruitment
and enhanced CTHC. These methods will be compared to
traditional online advertisements and standard CTHC. Although
our pilot data are promising, we acknowledge that an effect size
could have occurred due to chance and because the cessation
results were limited to a short-term outcome (1 day). Thus, the
present study is needed to detect if differences exist when fully
powered while also examining a long-term (6-month) cessation
outcome. We also identify the inherent challenge of measuring
cessation outcomes by recruitment type for our dissemination
hypothesis (testing the reach of standard versus peer
recruitment). We have addressed this unavoidable challenge in
our statistical analysis plan.

PCORI defines dissemination as the active and targeted
approach of spreading evidence-based interventions to potential
adopters and the target audience through determined channels
using planned strategies, and its goals is to increase the reach
of information, motivation, and patients’ ability to use and apply

evidence [44-46]. Thus, both recruitment and use measures are
needed to appropriately evaluate our DISC dissemination
strategy. If recruitment is unsuccessful, the intervention’s reach
is low. If recruitment is successful, but the intervention does
not motivate repeated use, there is low intervention fidelity,
which may reduce the patient’s motivation and ability to apply
evidence. To ensure successful recruitment, we will continuously
monitor these methods with our patient stakeholders to refine
our advertisement strategies.

As access to the internet continues to grow, interventions like
S2S will be increasingly accessible. It is important to continue
to test methods to disseminate technology interventions to
augment care for users. These technology interventions can
serve as important augmentation for those receiving in-person
and telephone counseling (to use between sessions and for
longitudinal support). For those without access to other options,
these technology interventions may serve as the only source of
tobacco cessation support.

 

Acknowledgments
This work was supported by a Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) Program Award (CDR-1603-34645). Dr
Faro was supported by the National Cancer Institute PRACCTIS Grant (CA172009). This study was conceived and designed
independent of the funders who have no role in data collection, analysis, or writing of manuscripts based on the data. We would
like to thank the S2S program staff, information technology team, and the patient panel members for their contributions to the
project.

Conflicts of Interest
None declared.

Multimedia Appendix 1
Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute peer-review letter.

[PDF File (Adobe PDF File), 104KB - resprot_v8i7e14814_app1.pdf ]

References
1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2015. Smoking & Tobacco Use: Fast Facts URL: http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/

data_statistics/fact_sheets/fast_facts/ [accessed 2018-11-06]
2. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2014. Smoking & Tobacco Use: African Americans and Tobacco Use URL:

http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/disparities/african-americans/index.htm [accessed 2018-11-06]
3. American Cancer Society. 2016. Cancer Facts & Figures for African Americans URL: http://www.cancer.org/research/

cancerfactsstatistics/cancer-facts-figures-for-african-americans [accessed 2018-12-02]
4. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 1998. Tobacco use among U.S. racial/ethnic minority groups: African Americans,

American Indians and Alaska Natives, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, and Hispanics: A report of the surgeon
general URL: https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/1998/complete_report/pdfs/complete_report.pdf [accessed
2019-07-18]

5. US Department of Health & Human Services, National Institutes of Health. NIH State-of-the-Science Conference Statement
on Tobacco Use: Prevention, Cessation, and Control. NIH Consens State Sci Statements 2006;23(3):1-26 [FREE Full text]
[Medline: 17332801]

6. Decide2Quit. URL: https://www.decide2quit.org/ [accessed 2019-07-18]
7. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR). 2011 Nov 11. Quitting

Smoking Among Adults --- United States, 2001--2010 URL: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6044a2.
htm [accessed 2018-12-01]

8. Pew Research Center. Pew Research Center: Internet & Technology. 2019. Internet/Broadband Fact Sheet URL: http:/
/www.pewinternet.org/data-trend/internet-use/connection-type/ [accessed 2019-06-15]

9. Pew Research Center: Internet & Technology. 2019. Mobile Fact Sheet URL: https://www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheet/
mobile/ [accessed 2019-06-12]

JMIR Res Protoc 2019 | vol. 8 | iss. 7 | e14814 | p.10http://www.researchprotocols.org/2019/7/e14814/
(page number not for citation purposes)

Faro et alJMIR RESEARCH PROTOCOLS

XSL•FO
RenderX

https://www.researchprotocols.org/article/downloadSuppFile/14814/107044
https://www.researchprotocols.org/article/downloadSuppFile/14814/107044
http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/fast_facts/
http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/fast_facts/
http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/disparities/african-americans/index.htm
http://www.cancer.org/research/cancerfactsstatistics/cancer-facts-figures-for-african-americans
http://www.cancer.org/research/cancerfactsstatistics/cancer-facts-figures-for-african-americans
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/1998/complete_report/pdfs/complete_report.pdf
https://consensus.nih.gov/2006/2006TobaccoSOS029main.htm
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=17332801&dopt=Abstract
https://www.decide2quit.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6044a2.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6044a2.htm
http://www.pewinternet.org/data-trend/internet-use/connection-type/
http://www.pewinternet.org/data-trend/internet-use/connection-type/
https://www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheet/mobile/
https://www.pewinternet.org/fact-sheet/mobile/
http://www.w3.org/Style/XSL
http://www.renderx.com/


10. Kreuter M, Farrell D, Olevitch L, Brennan L. Tailoring health messages: Customizing communication with computer
technology. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates; 2000.

11. Brug J, Steenhuis I, van Assema P, de Vries H. The impact of a computer-tailored nutrition intervention. Prev Med
1996;25(3):236-242. [doi: 10.1006/pmed.1996.0052] [Medline: 8781000]

12. Prochaska J, DiClemente C, Velicer W, Rossi J. Standardized, individualized, interactive, and personalized self-help
programs for smoking cessation. Health Psychol 1993 Sep;12(5):399-405. [Medline: 8223364]

13. Campbell M, DeVellis B, Strecher V, Ammerman A, DeVellis R, Sandler R. Improving dietary behavior: the effectiveness
of tailored messages in primary care settings. Am J Public Health 1994 May;84(5):783-787. [doi: 10.2105/ajph.84.5.783]
[Medline: 8179049]

14. Bull F, Kreuter M, Scharff D. Effects of tailored, personalized and general health messages on physical activity. Patient
Educ Couns 1999 Feb;36(2):181-192. [Medline: 10223022]

15. Kreuter M, Strecher V. Do tailored behavior change messages enhance the effectiveness of health risk appraisal? Results
from a randomized trial. Health Educ Res 1996 Mar;11(1):97-105. [doi: 10.1093/her/11.1.97] [Medline: 10160231]

16. Marcus B, Emmons K, Simkin-Silverman L, Linnan LA, Taylor ER, Bock BC, et al. Evaluation of motivationally tailored
vs. standard self-help physical activity interventions at the workplace. Am J Health Promot 1998;12(4):246-253. [doi:
10.4278/0890-1171-12.4.246] [Medline: 10178617]

17. Strecher V, McClure J, Alexander G, Chakraborty B, Nair VN, Konkel JM, et al. Web-based smoking-cessation programs:
results of a randomized trial. Am J Prev Med 2008 May;34(5):373-381 [FREE Full text] [doi: 10.1016/j.amepre.2007.12.024]
[Medline: 18407003]

18. Sadasivam R, Cutrona S, Kinney R, Marlin BM, Mazor KM, Lemon SC, et al. Collective-Intelligence Recommender
Systems: Advancing Computer Tailoring for Health Behavior Change Into the 21st Century. J Med Internet Res 2016 Mar
07;18(3):e42 [FREE Full text] [doi: 10.2196/jmir.4448] [Medline: 26952574]

19. Houston T, Sadasivam R, Allison J, Ash AS, Ray MN, English TM, et al. Evaluating the QUIT-PRIMO clinical practice
ePortal to increase smoker engagement with online cessation interventions: a national hybrid type 2 implementation study.
Implement Sci 2015 Nov 02;10:154 [FREE Full text] [doi: 10.1186/s13012-015-0336-8] [Medline: 26525410]

20. Sadasivam RS, Borglund EM, Adams R, Marlin BM, Houston TK. Impact of a Collective Intelligence Tailored Messaging
System on Smoking Cessation: The Perspect Randomized Experiment. J Med Internet Res 2016 Nov 08;18(11):e285 [FREE
Full text] [doi: 10.2196/jmir.6465] [Medline: 27826134]

21. Bush T, Hsu C, Levine M, Magnusson B, Miles L. Weight gain and smoking: perceptions and experiences of obese quitline
participants. BMC Public Health 2014 Nov 27;14:1229 [FREE Full text] [doi: 10.1186/1471-2458-14-1229] [Medline:
25428130]

22. Levine M, Bush T, Magnusson B, Cheng Y, Chen X. Smoking-related weight concerns and obesity: differences among
normal weight, overweight, and obese smokers using a telephone tobacco quitline. Nicotine Tob Res 2013
Jun;15(6):1136-1140 [FREE Full text] [doi: 10.1093/ntr/nts226] [Medline: 23100456]

23. Coley H, Sadasivam R, Williams J, Volkman JE, Schoenberger YM, Kohler CL, National Dental PBRNQUITPRIMO
Collaborative Group. Crowdsourced peer- versus expert-written smoking-cessation messages. Am J Prev Med 2013
Nov;45(5):543-550 [FREE Full text] [doi: 10.1016/j.amepre.2013.07.004] [Medline: 24139766]

24. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. , editor. Treating Tobacco Use and Dependence: 2008 Update. In: U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services. Rockville, MD: US Department of Health and Human Services; May 27, 2008.

25. Bandura A. Social Foundations of Thought and Action: a social cognitive theory. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall;
1986.

26. Sadasivam R, Cutrona S, Volz E, Rao S, Houston T. Web-based peer-driven chain referrals for smoking cessation. Stud
Health Technol Inform 2013;192:357-361 [FREE Full text] [Medline: 23920576]

27. Sadasivam R, Volz E, Kinney R, Rao S, Houston T. Share2Quit: Web-Based Peer-Driven Referrals for Smoking Cessation.
JMIR Res Protoc 2013 Sep 24;2(2):e37 [FREE Full text] [doi: 10.2196/resprot.2786] [Medline: 24067329]

28. US Department of Health & Human Services, National Institutes of Health, National Cancer Institute. 1989. Making health
communication programs work URL: https://www.cancer.gov/publications/health-communication/pink-book.pdf [accessed
2019-04-15]

29. Adams R, Sadasivam R, Balakrishnan K, Kinney R, Houston T, Marlin B. PERSPeCT: collaborative filtering for tailored
health communications. In: 8th ACM Conference on Recommender systems. 2014 Presented at: 8th ACM Conference on
Recommender systems; October 6-10, 2014; Irvine, CA p. 329-332.

30. Feldstein A, Glasgow R. A practical, robust implementation and sustainability model (PRISM) for integrating research
findings into practice. Jt Comm J Qual Patient Saf 2008 Apr;34(4):228-243. [Medline: 18468362]

31. Glasgow R, Vogt T, Boles S. Evaluating the public health impact of health promotion interventions: the RE-AIM framework.
Am J Public Health 1999 Sep;89(9):1322-1327. [doi: 10.2105/ajph.89.9.1322] [Medline: 10474547]

32. Bakken S, Ruland C. Translating clinical informatics interventions into routine clinical care: how can the RE-AIM framework
help? J Am Med Inform Assoc 2009;16(6):889-897 [FREE Full text] [doi: 10.1197/jamia.M3085] [Medline: 19717799]

33. Jarvis MT, Tunstall-Pedoe H, Feyerabend C, Vesey C, Saloojee Y. Comparison of tests used to distinguish smokers from
nonsmokers. Am J Public Health 1987 Nov;77(11):1435-1438. [doi: 10.2105/ajph.77.11.1435] [Medline: 3661797]

JMIR Res Protoc 2019 | vol. 8 | iss. 7 | e14814 | p.11http://www.researchprotocols.org/2019/7/e14814/
(page number not for citation purposes)

Faro et alJMIR RESEARCH PROTOCOLS

XSL•FO
RenderX

http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/pmed.1996.0052
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=8781000&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=8223364&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.2105/ajph.84.5.783
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=8179049&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=10223022&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/her/11.1.97
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=10160231&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.4278/0890-1171-12.4.246
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=10178617&dopt=Abstract
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/18407003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2007.12.024
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=18407003&dopt=Abstract
http://www.jmir.org/2016/3/e42/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2196/jmir.4448
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=26952574&dopt=Abstract
https://implementationscience.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13012-015-0336-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/s13012-015-0336-8
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=26525410&dopt=Abstract
http://www.jmir.org/2016/11/e285/
http://www.jmir.org/2016/11/e285/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2196/jmir.6465
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=27826134&dopt=Abstract
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1471-2458-14-1229
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-14-1229
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=25428130&dopt=Abstract
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/23100456
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/ntr/nts226
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=23100456&dopt=Abstract
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/24139766
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2013.07.004
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=24139766&dopt=Abstract
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/23920576
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=23920576&dopt=Abstract
http://www.researchprotocols.org/2013/2/e37/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2196/resprot.2786
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=24067329&dopt=Abstract
https://www.cancer.gov/publications/health-communication/pink-book.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=18468362&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.2105/ajph.89.9.1322
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=10474547&dopt=Abstract
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/19717799
http://dx.doi.org/10.1197/jamia.M3085
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=19717799&dopt=Abstract
http://dx.doi.org/10.2105/ajph.77.11.1435
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=3661797&dopt=Abstract
http://www.w3.org/Style/XSL
http://www.renderx.com/


34. Rabe-Hesketh S, Skrondal A, Pickles A. Reliable Estimation of Generalized Linear Mixed Models using Adaptive Quadrature.
The Stata Journal 2018 Nov 19;2(1):1-21. [doi: 10.1177/1536867X0200200101]

35. Velicer WF, Prochaska JO, Rossi JS, Snow MG. Assessing outcome in smoking cessation studies. Psychol Bull 1992
Jan;111(1):23-41. [Medline: 1539088]

36. Gaalema D, Higgins S, Bradstreet M, Heil S, Bernstein I. Using NicAlert strips to verify smoking status among pregnant
cigarette smokers. Drug Alcohol Depend 2011 Dec 01;119(1-2):130-133 [FREE Full text] [doi:
10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2011.05.014] [Medline: 21652155]

37. Marrone G, Paulpillai M, Evans R, Singleton E, Heishman S. Breath carbon monoxide and semiquantitative saliva cotinine
as biomarkers for smoking. Hum Psychopharmacol 2010 Jan;25(1):80-83 [FREE Full text] [doi: 10.1002/hup.1078]
[Medline: 19998321]

38. Raja M, Garg A, Yadav P, Jha K, Handa S. Diagnostic Methods for Detection of Cotinine Level in Tobacco Users: A
Review. J Clin Diagn Res 2016 Mar;10(3):ZE04-ZE06 [FREE Full text] [doi: 10.7860/JCDR/2016/17360.7423] [Medline:
27135020]

39. Sadasivam R, Allison J, Ray M, Ford D, Houston T. Using a resource effect study pre-pilot to inform a large randomized
trial: the Decide2Quit.Org Web-assisted tobacco intervention. AMIA Annu Symp Proc 2012;2012:789-798 [FREE Full
text] [Medline: 23304353]

40. Sadasivam R, Kinney R, Delaughter K, Rao SR, Williams JH, Coley HL, National Dental PBRN Group, QUIT-PRIMO
Collaborative Group. Who participates in Web-assisted tobacco interventions? The QUIT-PRIMO and National Dental
Practice-Based Research Network Hi-Quit studies. J Med Internet Res 2013 May 01;15(5):e77 [FREE Full text] [doi:
10.2196/jmir.2385] [Medline: 23635417]

41. Whitehead J. Sample size calculations for ordered categorical data. Stat Med 1993 Dec 30;12(24):2257-2271. [Medline:
8134732]

42. Carpenter M, Hughes J, Gray K, Wahlquist A, Saladin M, Alberg A. Nicotine therapy sampling to induce quit attempts
among smokers unmotivated to quit: a randomized clinical trial. Arch Intern Med 2011 Nov 28;171(21):1901-1907 [FREE
Full text] [doi: 10.1001/archinternmed.2011.492] [Medline: 22123796]

43. Sullivan S, Mauskopf J, Augustovski F, Jaime Caro J, Lee KM, Minchin M, et al. Budget impact analysis-principles of
good practice: report of the ISPOR 2012 Budget Impact Analysis Good Practice II Task Force. Value Health 2014;17(1):5-14
[FREE Full text] [doi: 10.1016/j.jval.2013.08.2291] [Medline: 24438712]

44. PCORI - Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute. 2016 Feb 1. Cycle 1 2016 Funding Cycle - PCORI Funding
Announcement: Communication and Dissemination Research URL: http://www.pcori.org/sites/default/files/
PCORI-PFA-2016-Cycle-1-Communication-and-Dissemination-Research.pdf [accessed 2018-09-07]

45. McCormack L, Sheridan S, Lewis M, Boudewyns V, Melvin CL, Kistler C, et al. Communication and dissemination
strategies to facilitate the use of health-related evidence. Evid Rep Technol Assess (Full Rep) 2013 Nov(213):1-520.
[Medline: 24423078]

46. Brownson R, Colditz G, Proctor E. Dissemination and implementation research in health: Translating science to practice.
Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press; 2012.

Abbreviations
BPMF: Bayesian probabilistic matrix factorization
CACE: complier-averaged causal effect analysis
CTHC: computer-tailored health communication
DISC: digital intervention for smoking cessation
PCORI: Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute
RCT: randomized controlled trial
S2S: Smoker-2-Smoker

Submitted 31.05.19; this is a non–peer-reviewed article;accepted 27.06.19; published 25.07.19.

Please cite as:
Faro JM, Orvek EA, Blok AC, Nagawa CS, McDonald AJ, Seward G, Houston TK, Kamberi A, Allison JJ, Person SD, Smith BM,
Brady K, Grosowsky T, Jacobsen LL, Paine J, Welch Jr JM, Sadasivam RS
Dissemination and Effectiveness of the Peer Marketing and Messaging of a Web-Assisted Tobacco Intervention: Protocol for a Hybrid
Effectiveness Trial
JMIR Res Protoc 2019;8(7):e14814
URL: http://www.researchprotocols.org/2019/7/e14814/ 
doi:10.2196/14814
PMID:

JMIR Res Protoc 2019 | vol. 8 | iss. 7 | e14814 | p.12http://www.researchprotocols.org/2019/7/e14814/
(page number not for citation purposes)

Faro et alJMIR RESEARCH PROTOCOLS

XSL•FO
RenderX

http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1536867X0200200101
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=1539088&dopt=Abstract
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/21652155
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2011.05.014
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=21652155&dopt=Abstract
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/19998321
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hup.1078
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=19998321&dopt=Abstract
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/27135020
http://dx.doi.org/10.7860/JCDR/2016/17360.7423
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=27135020&dopt=Abstract
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/23304353
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/23304353
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=23304353&dopt=Abstract
http://www.jmir.org/2013/5/e77/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2196/jmir.2385
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=23635417&dopt=Abstract
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=8134732&dopt=Abstract
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/22123796
http://europepmc.org/abstract/MED/22123796
http://dx.doi.org/10.1001/archinternmed.2011.492
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=22123796&dopt=Abstract
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S1098-3015(13)04235-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jval.2013.08.2291
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=24438712&dopt=Abstract
http://www.pcori.org/sites/default/files/PCORI-PFA-2016-Cycle-1-Communication-and-Dissemination-Research.pdf
http://www.pcori.org/sites/default/files/PCORI-PFA-2016-Cycle-1-Communication-and-Dissemination-Research.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=24423078&dopt=Abstract
http://www.researchprotocols.org/2019/7/e14814/
http://dx.doi.org/10.2196/14814
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=&dopt=Abstract
http://www.w3.org/Style/XSL
http://www.renderx.com/


©Jamie M Faro, Elizabeth A Orvek, Amanda C Blok, Catherine S Nagawa, Annalise J McDonald, Gregory Seward, Thomas K
Houston, Ariana Kamberi, Jeroan J Allison, Sharina D Person, Bridget M Smith, Kathleen Brady, Tina Grosowsky, Lewis L
Jacobsen, Jennifer Paine, James M Welch Jr, Rajani S Sadasivam. Originally published in JMIR Research Protocols
(http://www.researchprotocols.org), 25.07.2019. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction
in any medium, provided the original work, first published in JMIR Research Protocols, is properly cited. The complete bibliographic
information, a link to the original publication on http://www.researchprotocols.org, as well as this copyright and license information
must be included.

JMIR Res Protoc 2019 | vol. 8 | iss. 7 | e14814 | p.13http://www.researchprotocols.org/2019/7/e14814/
(page number not for citation purposes)

Faro et alJMIR RESEARCH PROTOCOLS

XSL•FO
RenderX

http://www.w3.org/Style/XSL
http://www.renderx.com/

	Dissemination and Effectiveness of the Peer Marketing and Messaging of a Web-Assisted Tobacco Intervention: Protocol for a Hybrid Effectiveness Trial
	Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
	Repository Citation

	Untitled

