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CHAPTER 1
THS PROBLEM AND ITS IMPORTALCE

1. Statemsant of Problem

In view of the different positions regerding the
place of the RBible in the curriculun of religious education,
4t s the purpose of this study to investigate tho extent to
shich Biblieal meterial mey be used., With an sppreciastion
aof 1ife experiencs and nomative thinking, the Gospel acoords
ing to Luke, whose content includes both life experienses
and Ohrdstian norms, hus been considered in order to ascere
tain the extent of 1ts usefulness in curriculusn for tesching
young people. In so dolng, attention hos besu given to a
study of the charsoteristies and problems of this age group
known as young people, or later adolescence. Thse Goapel of
Inke has been studied industively, dlscuvased, and sumarized
in ohert forms In view of young people's probless and needs
and the rescurces discovered iun Lukets nsrrative, !’m uni te
of study have been srrangsd to demonstrate the usefulness of
this gospel narrative 1o teaching young people. These uaits
mey be edapted for use in young peoplet's mesetings, or as a
part of lesdership training esursiculms,

IX. Inportance of Problem

In the building of curriculuna in the fleld of religious
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ofusation aifferent positions hove been held regerdlng the
use of the Bidble. The traditionsl position may be charsoter
ized sz holding to the autbority of the Zeriptures and mesocciw
ated with the transumiesive method of edueations When the
tradi tional opthodox religious edusation lost some of iis
vitality and yot slung to ths suthoritative dostrines, the
surriculun besame wore maberialecentered,

& more reosnt pasition in religious edusation cune ue
& result of new theories end disocoveries ia Biblical eritie
eimu, paychology, and edusation, Hore attention has been
¢lven o the individusl snd his growing personality than %o &
definite Biblical content in the ocurrioculum, Tius, the trend
in planning many religious edwcation curriculm shifted to the
smphoasls which Sosres indicates as “progressive dirsetion of
youth towerd the development of akill in dslibevative dse
tormination of condust with referense to ita soelal consee
Wn”.l Related to this ahift in emphesie are the theories
of recant Biblical scholarship which diseredit various

portions of the Seripturess
In recent years asnother position regerdlug the use of

the Bible in religious oducetion hus been teken, This view
{8 assoolsted with neosorthodoxy and secms to be a comprouise
betweon thebtraditional, or orthodox, and the sew, or liberal

XU Y. Sosres, Religious Rdusation, pe33s
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positions. The Bible is regordsd as & rosouree to insi hit,
knowledge, techinques, and standerds :ith the desire %o
beving 1ts content Into functional relationship to presenk
experioncs, DBower has resently indlcated that one of the
most frultful insights of modern Biblienl eriticism 1p the
discovery that the gosmls wers meant to be tecchbing materie
als for the ehurehs He aleo expresses regret that thw
modern smphasle on oxperience has led to a recent disuse of
the Biblase

with the shifting esphasis upon the use of the Bible
thare 418 a2 lack of ecertainty regarding its worth in tho cure
riculun. If religlous edusation is to be Ohristian, a Ohristien
position regarding the use of the Pible should be maintained
sonsistently. The Chrigtien position assumes thah the Bible
is the insplred Word of God, which 1s the written revelation
of God and His plen for neny, The Yord of God has mey the
pragmetic test and proved ite veraciiy in the experience of
men in every goneration. Hense, there should be no hesle
tatkion about ususs sny portion of the Seriptures in accordunce
with its purpose and the needs of men today,

She Gospel of Luke hss been chosen to determins its
usefulness in the curriculws of Christien eduoation for young

peopls: In the intreduction of the narrative, Luke indicetes

W, 0, Bower, Christ and Ohristisn Education, Pe 29,



the purpose of the document, "That thou mightest know the 5
sertainty concerning the things wherein thou wast inatructed)
This carries the implisation that the Christian education of
Theophilus would have been incamplete without detallad ine
struction from an suthentic account of Jesus' iife. It 18 no
less necessary todsey thab young people be established fu the
sertainty of thelr falthe Anothar reason for the selection
of Luke's narrative 1s besause of its complebeness in records
lag the blography of Jeasus, ILuke glves us the most ocomplete
gespel resord from which young people msy discover the meaning
of Christianityy Further discussion of the charscteristios
of the third gospel iu chapter three will coutribute to a
fuller appresiation of the reason for its use.

The problem of this thesis is related to young peocpls
because thelr problems and needs heve besn volosd by themselves
in definite terms on record, 3See pages twelve and thirteen,
In view of the fast that young people are faoing the responsie
bility of chureh and commanity leaedership there is a need for
their having the preparation necessary to help then serve in
an accepteble manneY.

3 . ' Amerd ag
iy "”%fm Tor a1l

thesls.

W aard X Tuke 114,
BIbileal quotations in tuls



CHAPTER IX

THEE NATURE AND PRODLEMS OF YOUNC FEOPLE
I. Oharaoteristics of Young People

In taking up the problems of whether end to what
extont the Cospel of Luke may e used in meeting the needs of
young people, consideration must be given to this age group,
its ocharscberistiaes, problems, and needa,

Peraons of the age group uader csonslderation have
been cormonly terted "young people™ mund "later adolescanta”.
For the purpose of this study the term “young people" has
bean ahosen to indloate the age growp from eightecn to
twontywfour yoars olds, This eholice has been made dbacause
thegse individusls trying to reach maturity ere ususlly strive
ing to rige sbove some of the characteristlioes associated with
sarlisr adoleseeonce. Young people are besoming mature personw
alitfes throupgh e procees involving many faetors, including
physionl, intellestual, soalal, and spiritusl forces, In
order to understund youag people batter, 1% is essential teo
foous one's sttention on the siguifioan charsateristies of
tho total personality patterns Thers need not be g do=
lineetion of all the characteries common in all individusls,
but those featuros eapoclally significant to this age growp
ghould be notioed for the purpose of this study,

Ehysiogl charasteristlos. For those in the young
peoplets group, physical development is only slicht, The
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hereditary tendeneies are nearly all manifest, and spoeifle
oharasteristics become distinetive. The individual of this
age i reaching the peak in physioal development and 1s cCapable
of greater physical endurunce than in earlicr stages of adow
lesacence, It iz during this perdcd that the heart nakeas its
inal snd considerable growkh in elzes Thoe sawe is trus in
o meagure ol the other orgens of ths bodys The braln is bew
lleved to reath its maximm growth at the ages of twenty to
twenty=four, The supregranular layer of the brain, which
reaches maturity last, 18 related to the funection of abatrest
thinking. Hence, we see that there 1s a correlation, if not
& very close one, betwsen physieal and intellectusl mﬁuﬂtx.i

Intelleotusl charsoteristigs, Significant in the
intellectuanl development of young people is the narked manie
festation of the ability for sbstract thinking, diserimie
nation, judpment, and speclulizations The Intelleet 1a rise
ing in imporiance and tends bto atabilige the emotlonal 1ife
of the individunl. Uhe emotions are beocamlng deepened and
enriohed as the understanding reaches maturity, Abilisy fop
sbatraot thinking is developed to ite maximum in the young
puople who give themselves to higher education, 7The poasi-
bilivies for intelleotusl attaimment are probably groater atb
at this age than later and are more evident than in earliey
adolescence. For nany young poeople, this marks a shift to a

T Herbert Sorenson, Payohology in Education, ppeld=25.
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groater speed of aschisvemsunt. %The powsrs of discrimination
snd judgment are becoming evident by wvirtue of the fast tkat
young people are comnonly engaged in the sifting and choosing
of ideos, frieuds, and astivities for themselves. They are
dolng more independent thinking besause of the social Lrane
sition fro:x dependence upon parents to partial and completed
self-Jependence. Usually, many discover thelr vocational
aptitudes at thio age and make declalons for a life work end
proparations

Young people are also going
through o travsition sociallys 7Thias 18 & period vhen the
individunl beocomss communityesonscious. IThey are expected
to know how to meke e living, prepare for a profession or
voestion, choose & 1ife mate, and condust themselves us
eftizens who can make a contribution to their cormunitlies,
Young people find sccisl institutions led by adults who nay
or mey not be cerrying on satiafastorily. Haturing adow
lescents peroelve the problems of insdequate recreution,
political and esomomis injustice, and confused moral and
religious standards. Host of thea are prepering for a lifs
sork or erc taking thelr places in business, industey, and
sgriculture. Those who marry young sre assuming the role of
more mature adulthcods

It should ba noted thet the social urges come to a

marked significance at the young people's atage of personw
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ality development, These characteristic siguificances have
been pointed oubt by Gubton, whoe says that the urge for se-
ourity dsvelops intc a master motlve in young people. The
individual desires to possess and enjoy what is recikoned as
safe and good, epert from what is of less and injuricus,
his motive operates in all the phases of life experiounce,
Hext, the desire for rescognltion is expressed in ambition for
plass end position among the adults in soclety. The young
pergson is in the procesa of completing his perzonmlity and
this urge mey find meny expressions of a wholssome as woll as
a dlstorted naturs. The desire for rosognition is also inwe
portant as a determiner of poracnal conduet. A third urge,
the dealre for new experionse and adventure reashen a new
genith in the young people’s stage. Thay are full of faith
and sdventure, interested in investigation and experiment,
and have e tireless ospeeity for enjoyments Young people
are desirous of the greatest thrill that 1life has to offer,
Lastly,; the urge for socisl response is related to gregariousw
nees, or the desire to bes with peopls, Youth, who sre be-
sonming meore independent of parentsl and home sontects, must
trke the fnitiative in doociding what response thay will make
to ths many lnflusnces thet exert sooial pressurs upon then,
This response,; or mode of expresaion aprings from the desire
or neosesity for independence and the urge to maintain or



oehdeve a desired status,®

Hlons of those desires or urges is sstlsfied apard
feom another peracn or persons, Henese, it is well to cone
sider the individual as he is affected by others and as he
affeats others in the mandfestation of the goolal urges.

Spir, 8. In giving consideration to
the splritusl nabure of young peopls, Clard Indientes that
there ove verious stages of development. He says that the
first stage which marks the dawn of religlous sonseicusnsss
coccurs in the experdcunce of the younger adolescent, Though
maturing young peopls bear many sdolescent charecteristics,
it 18 evident that they are entering the second stapge of
religlous conssiousness, This advonce is in hammony with
the marked dovelopment in the physieal, mental, and social
aspests of thelr pmrsomliwas 4o young psoplo approasch
maturdty, their spiritusl neature bvecomes tempored in its
epotiong with rising fsmporteuss of reagson. They want to
know thet 1¢ is reassonadble to talk asbout their rellgious
needs end the fosues of 1ife in the light of religious belles,

IXs Characteristies Ascording to Richardason

In charesterizing young people; Riochardson has made
gix atatements whish should be noted im this study.

© George Ls Cutton, Tosohing Young Pecpls, ppeS-£l,

® Blmer T. Olark, The Psyshology of Religious Awaken-
Angs peS0e
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{1) Young people who are epproaching sdulthood are thrilled
with the sense of maturity. They welcome responsibllity equal
to their maturlty in physicel strength and wisdom, (28) They
have greut decisions of far-reaching consequences %o meke,
such as those pertaining to vocatiomal, educational, marital,
moral, and religious questions. {(3) Young peopls are inw
6lined to supervise their own thinking. A deduotive authorie
tarien Joglc of 1tself ip not sufficient, but there is need
for & combination of induoctivs, pragmatis, snd romantioe
reflection along with normative teachings (4) Young peopls
arve lmpationt with what seem to be ocutmoded customs and soms
tend to be loonovclastlic with regard to traditions Thoy exe
poaot perfestion and hawve the snthusiama of reformers,
{B) Young people have arrived at a new fesling of selfe
consoiouanssssy Though their sathusiasmsare spontaneous, they
oan be well sustained, ‘hey are paasing from the flskle,
erratls stage of adolescence to the time when reason is
stroager in the influsnee of the conscious self. This shows
1tenlf in the imposaible feats ithat young people astiempiew
great things which older psople would berate and dlscourage.
{8) Finally, this 18 the time when the individuelfs interests
are more clearly defined and realiged in terms of personal
pbilitlaes, resources, skills, and inolinastions, In the
aarlier adolescent poriod, the individual realises an exe
pansion and brvsadening of interssta; but with young peocpls,
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there is a concentration of specific interests to the exw
olusion of asesondary or subsidisry 1nte?eat~a¢‘

In havmoniging the foregoing descripitions of young
people, it is conoluded that the soolal urges whisch Cuiton
mentions moy be taken into account in understanding the six
sharacteristics of young people discussed by Rishardsons
The nature and coatrol of the Innate and acquired desires
have greaet forse in diresoting the cutcome of total personal~
ity.

At this point in 1ife, the Individunsl ie beginning
to live more independently and whether conselous of it ox
not, ho is forming his philosophy of 1life. By this ¢ime meny
of his views have becoms g part of his 1ife patterm, but now
they will be put to a btest wnd will be elther confirmed or
ropudiated. If the individuelts prosent views ars harmonious
with those of his new sssociates in life there will be mo
sonfliot, but a stabilization of the alrsady ascepied Heliefs.
Kirkpatrick points out, however, that in a considerable proe-
partion of cases, there ls confliot of standards exporienced
by young peuple, and in most instances an almost complete
change of ideas snd beliefs results with a stroug emotlionel
maotims Hense, 1t may be sald that the poeried undsr oone
sideration 1s preeminently a time of harmonizing politieal,

% Horman E. Risherdson, The Teaching Evsnselist,
Study Undt No. IX, pp.15«16. &

S Egwin A, Kivkpatriek, The Individusl in the Mellng,
p.eﬁﬂﬁ
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soeial, woral, philesophleal, and religlous concepts. The
faot that young peopls make un effort to arrive at & ayne
thesis snd unity in point of view indleates that 1ldeas may
besome very petent direcetives for future living,

IiI. Young Peoplels Problems

Just as there are charsoteristics typleal of youug
paoyle, so are there significant problems and needs whieh
are lnevitable in thia period of life. In consldering the
problens of young peopls, Stosk has gathered e 1lial complled
fron inguiries made by young people themselvss: It will be
obsarved that these questions are closely related to the
characteristios of young people already dlsouased.

T bulld & code of ethios or morals necessary
for Christian young people today.

Yo dlscover what the religion of Jesus is.

fo try to decide what a Christiaa should
beliove todny.

To face the question of the effect of sclence
upen religious beliefs and prasticea.

?o understand the mesning of prayer and wore
ship, individually end for the groups

To determine what should be the right attitude
toward custum and heblta,

To malke & wise bLudget of tine,

To detormine the right use of moneys

To establish wholesome relationships between
the older and gawr gomerations,

To understand the relstions which should exiss
betweon: the sexes end to bulld the right type
of soegial 1life between boys and girls,

To dscide the right sholge of a 1life worlks
To atudy which peinsiples should guide ocnn
in the cholee of a life paviner,

To sonsider the matter of further educationt
what kind, how much, where?



To understand the program of the church and
to shave in ite sctivitlies.

To study the program of zodern missions and

to assumwsueh 8 share as scems right,

Po underatand the guestion, "Why do we have
denominations?” and %o build programs whieh
will secure & larger interdencminationallsm,
To underatand the other religions of the
world end to fase the question of our duty
toward then.

To st *hat great sosisl problems will owr
generation be called upon to solve?” and to
plan to assume the duties of Christian citizens.
To fese the gquesstion of what reaponsidvilitles
we have toward other races, far and noar,

To understand what 1t means to be a patriob.
To dlseover what young peocple ocan do to get
rid of war.

PTo study how to develop a program of
Christian recreations é

The faet that young peopls are asking about a oode of
othics, fasing the question of selence and religiom, and
thinking sbout what a Ghristlan cught to bellove i indlse~
tive of their intelleetusl attalnment, thelr urge for sew
curdity and striving for & working philesophy of life, The
questions dealing with the cholco of 1ife mate, voscational
guidance, and educational pursuits indicate youth's auguented
powers for spesialization, dlsorizmination and assuming vew
sponeibility, as well ae thelr desires for security and
recogniticn. Young peopls asking for & cleap-cul presentation
of what the religion of Jesus 1s, desiring an understanding

¥ Harry Thomas Stoek, Chureh York With Young Feople,
PP=S28=L8e
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of the meaning of prayer and worship, und inquiring about
other religious problems certsinly express thelr desire and
need for a sense of security in their religious thinking.
The sooial conseiousness of young people is expressed in the
queations related to the solution of social problems,
Christian ciltigenshlp, the problem of war, and patriotism.
The very asking of such questions bears out the validity of
Righardsonts diacussion of the eharsoteristics of young
poople,. The problems of right attitudes towerd custom and
habits, right relationship between older and younger people,
and the plaes of young people in the ohursh progrem indiocate
youthts tendeney to be lmrutient with the customs snd practicss
handed down by their elders and the new feeling of solfw
fonsolousneste

In view of the signifileant charasteristies of young
people and the questione that they put forth, 1t is evident
that they ore open o a siuncere dlasussion of their problems
and avre williang %o eccept an intelligent presentation of
truth from s Shristian source, This list of probvlemy slso
indicates that the aversge young person in our ehurchses is
a8t leant pertially ignorant er sonfused at the point of the
sardinal truths of Christienity, Thie obsorvetion ia cone
£1imed in the following quatation fyom Knapp.

*There has been much eriticism of the echursh

school ocurriculum beoause we have centersd
attention 8o exelusively upon tesaohing



knowledge of the Bivle, but that there
has been a deplorable fallure in even
the attempt to do that one thing is

widely recognized.” 7

It 1z wpon these two conclusions, numely, the nature
of the problems preseated by young people, and Enepp's stutew
went of faot, that the Gospel of Iuke has been inveastigated
in order to discover possibdle teaching velues to answer the
needa of maturing youth,

108 7 Forrest L. Knapp, Leadership Zducation in the Chursh,
Pallle




CUAPTER 11X
THE GOBPEL OF ID¥EE
i, Gemeral Charascteristies of the Gospel

domperison with other aynopties. A couparison of the
Gospel of Luke with the other synoptic gospels dbrings to
light somes sigpificant findings thot mey be classified ea
general characterlstics of this gospel record. luke's attempt
to explain Jewish practices, his omission of meny 014 Testa~
weat refersnces, and hias occasional substitution of Greek
nemes for the Hebrew indicate thet the book 1s intended for
Geatlles. I'ron the prologus of Luke's record, it 4s ewident
that there is s consolous effert to present ¢ clear, mcourate,
and full aceount of "all that Jesus begen both to do and to
toash, until the day in which he was roceived up . . . .”1

In coumenting on the purpose of Luke's narrative,
Pluszaer says,

"It was written to give Theophilus

inersased confidence in the faith which he

had adepted, by supplying bim with furtber

information reapect its historieal basis .

« o The tone of the Gospel leads us to ree

gard him as a repressntative Centile convert

who was anxlous to kbow a good deal more than

the few fundwnental facts whish were tamughb

to cekochumons,

s & $ & & & w & 9 » & & & & ¢ 5 2 ¥ A 2 &

In the deaire bo givw further instruction
to Theophilus and meny others like him, it is
evident that luke aims at fulness . . « Acoorde
ing te one oaloulation, if the conteunts of

the Synoptic CGospels are :iivided into 172

1 ohe Acts 1:11b .
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sections, of these 172 Luke has 127 (3/4),
Yatthew 114 {£/3), and Hark 684 {(4); and of
these 172 Luke has 48 wLich are psoulisr to
binself (2/7), and Mark has 5 (1/27).% 2
Luke surpasces the other synoptic wrlters ian thai
e fnoiudes & deteiled account of ewvenis lsading to the
birth of Jesus, He repords five miracles and sixtecn
parsbles not found in the othsr gospel narratives, IExoclusive
to Luke are four songs of grest rejolcing and three parebles
on prayer. Luks's narrative also gives nore ineldents rew
lsbed $o wowen, Bightesn instances and twentye-one individusl
women in sddition to pgroups of wonen ere recorded by Luke,
Again, Plumusr says,
%ihe portions of the Gospel narrative
whioh Luke alone has preserved for us ere
smong the moast beautiful treasures we possess,
and we owe them in e grest meamsure to his

desire to make his eolloction as full as
poasible.® 5

Proportionate distribution of gontent. Of the fiftyw
two events and sayings of Jesus resorded only in Luke, twenty-

four oncur betweoen the tlme of Chriskts transfigurstion and
iits triumphal entry into Jerusalem, & pericd of about one

year. The suggestion that nearly half of these events and
sayings are found in the resord of Jesus'! last year of minlstry
loads to a further consideration of the plan of Iuke's atory.

Bilfred Plurmer, "The Gospel According to ILuke®, Ihe
Internstional Critieal Coumentayy, pp. xxxiil, xxxv,

S Mp’ PsXIXVe
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The first two chapters of Luke, or one twelfth of
the book, give us the record of Jesus' birth und cidldhood,
Chapter three introduces Jesus at the age ol tidriy years
and inc:udes His unceatry on the maternal side. Chapters
four to nine, about one fourth of the record, cover the
first two years of Jesus'! ministry. This section, characterw
ized by the great works of Jesus, contains the record of at
least three fourths of the miracles of Iiis (uslllean tours.
Chapters ten to twenty-one, one half of Luke, include the
events of the last yeur and last days of Jesus' life and
ministry, The svents recorded in this sectlon definitely
point toward Jerusalem and the crucifixion.4 This sectlon
is also outstanding for the grest words of Jesus by way of
many parsbles and dlssourses. lost of Hia teachlngs are
addressed to His disciples who would soon profit from this
intensive training. The temple discourses represent a culmie-
nation of the growing oppositlon to the message and work of
Jesus. Chapters twenty-two to twenty-four, one eighth of
Tuke, glve us the detaills of the Lord's passion, resurrection,
and the posterssurrection events. The largest portion of the
nerrative covers only a year in the minlstry of Jesus, whieh

fact, when compared witlh. the relatlively small space given to

% Luke 9:152; 13:22, 33-34; 17:11; 18:31; 19:11,28,41.
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two yesrs of minlstering; indieates that Lule must have been

desirious of majoring upon the great teachings of the goapels

Ii. Dominant Ideoas in Luke

To understand better the nature wnd importance of
luke's goapsel narrative, due consideration must be glven to
the dominent ideas contained therein., One means ol dlscovore
ing the domimant ideas ig to observe the frequent usse of
words and phrases., Another wey i1z to take note of the pree
- domdnating 1deas revealed by an snelyslis of tho rolated conw
tent of the rocord,

Dominunt idess Irou word gtudies, From the wiewpoint
of a word study twenly words snd plivases with significant
importance have energed, FProper nouns used to describe
Jesus Christ appear 215 tines. "Jesus" ccours ninetywoight
times and 4s usuully employed by Luke in referring to the
principal character of the narrative, "Lord™ appeers fortye
eight times and 1s used a8 a title for Jesus end to indicate
Hig affinlty to Gode In referring to Himself, Jesus uses
#3on of man" twenty-six times, thus identifying Himself with
the mman faaily. "Master” cscurs twenty times, in fourteen
of widoh the word ucuens teacher, und in aiz, superinteandent.
Those addressing Josus as tessher are usually iuguirers oute
side the diseipleship., The dlsciples ars those who nmost
frequently address Him as superintendont or overseor.
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"ourist", meaning ancinted, is mentioned eleven times, indie
sating the defity end divine misslion of Jesus. Those nine
instances in which "Son of God" is used are eventa sonfirming
the divine nsbture of Jesus Christ, There are oaly ithves ine
stanoces Iin whieh the kingly sapect of Jesus is nentioneds
That Jesus Ohrist iz the key flgure of the gospel nerrative
is obvious, Prom the fact that Jesus refers to Himaelf most
froquently with the term "Somn of men® 1t is safe to conclude
thet Hiz ehief interest and mission is assooicted with man,

The word "God" appears 121 times, occuring in every
shapter, "Lord%, in its use aignifying God the Fauther, occurs
thirty-five timos. Jesus uses "FPather" sixteen times in ree
ferring to God in relation to the Son and to bellevers.
"floly Spcirit® appears sixteen times and is mentioned nmoat
frequently in the early chapters of the nerrative in counecticn
with the preparatlon of Jesus for Ilis esrthly minlstry and az
a bestowsl %o be glven Ly the Fathor to believerss luketls
femillar and patural uwsege of names foy the divine furnishes
evidence of ihe peraonsl relationship betwsosn Cod and mane

Jerusalen” appears thiriyetwo times, especially
from ohapter nine 0 the end of the assount. Relating the
ogcurrenco of the word te the proportion of the record deale
ing with Jesus' consclious tread toward the clty, the "Jerum
salen® wotif furnishes adequate evidensce that zll the events
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and sayings have a climatic convergence in that vicinity.

The phrase "kingdom of God"™ and the word "kingdem®
sppear thirty-eipght times, all relaied to Jesus' messege
and miasion. The term sppears consistently throughout the
nervabtive and is of sufliclient importance t0 werit considers
ation as a thome,

"Diseiple{s)® oocurs thirty-thrse times and is used
of thosa lollowers of Jesus who wore commicied te His cuuse
in the world. This does not include references to individuals
whose proper names are given in the narvative,

The 1dea of %faith® ocours wore times in Luke then in
eny of the other synoptip gospels. Various forms of the
Greek word eppear twenty-uine times. In most cases the term
46 asgooisted with individuals having the belleving and aone
fident attitude toward Jesus Christ, who in response, imperte
pd divine faver im mccordance with their needs. Othey usages
of the root word for falth refer to fidelity to s task, un~
beiief, and commititel to the truths Closely related to falth
is tho word "prey" and its various forms which eppear twentye
eight times. Twelve of these instances have to do with the
prayer 1ife of Jesus, and oleven refereuces are a part of
Hig teashings to the disciples on prayer. The major parts of
some chapters are devoted to the 1des of pruyer in ite several
aapeots, Hence 1t 1z legitimate to conolude that tals

perrative was meant te include much coneerning the believerts
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devotional life. Associciod with this 1des are twenty words
meaning to "worship”, "prailse®, or “"glerify" God. uearly
half of these incidents srs related to great miraecles. The
idea of "healing® occcurs twenty-six tines, uostly in the
first helf of the narrative. Fhe healing ninistry of Jesus,
therefore, was nost preminent in the early years of His work,
though 1¢ was not completely discontinued in the last yoar,
The healing of physioal and spiritusl diseases, und the ralse
ing of the dead to 1life indicabe & temporary therapeutie
weasure on nants behall, while the rosurrestion vouchsafed
the hope of permanent recovery from every malady and even
doaths

The words meaning "to save®, "to keep sound®, and
"goundness® are used nineteen times, which 1s more froguent
than in suy of the other synoptic gospels. Whether referring
to the individual's physiocal or spiritusl need, this saving
or soundness is a condition obtained in answer to faith, aud
is elther expliocitly statsd or inferred, The 1dea of "sin"
occours thirteen times, eleven of which are related to forw
giveness or remisaion of sina; and two, to a confesaion,
*Renentance" appears thirteen times, end i3 oclosely related
to and precedes the obtalment of forgivensss of asinas, Other
words frequently used are "parable”, "touweh®, “friend®,

fginner®, "woe", and "woman®,
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Douinant ideas from gosoral gegtent, From the
viewpoint of the general content and flow of ILuke's narrative,
& series of obssrvations secm %o Justifly ithe formulation of
generalizatlione representing the dominant ideas of tho books
The life and ministry of Jepus is the central theme from whieh
radlate several reloted ldeas worthy to be considered domi-
vant, luke's record clearly points out the phase of Jesug!
ministry baving to do with the problem of man's sine Iis
negsage wae one of good cheer and hope to simners. liot only
4i4 Jesus have the reputation of being a friend to publicens
and sinners, btut He explicitly stated, "I mm not come to eall
the righteous but sinners to repentance”, and ", . . the 3on
of man came Lo seek and to save tbat whieh wus loah"’B
Through Jegus! victory over the temptor and His aets of cogbw
ing out demons, He demonstrated His supromacy over the powep
of sin., Through Hias ministry of forgiveness and of trange
forming lives, Jesus revealed Ils power to reudt zins und rew
generate the bellever. Through His service of healing snd
raising the dead to 1ife agein, wes shown Jesus' power to re=
store Mully the life and health that sin bad blighted in man,
His voluntery self-saorifice with s prayer fop the forgivew
ness of His enemies demomnstrates the viceriousness of Jesus?

death in behalf of sinful mankind, Jesus! postwresurrection

5 Luke 51323 19110,
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words to the disciples make tlear the purpose of His coming
into the worlde

®Then he opensd their mind, that ithey mipght
understand the sowriptures; and he zsid unbo
them, Thus 1t ia written, that the Christ
should suffer and rige sgaln from the dead
the third da{, and that repentance and 1w
misaton of sins should be preasched iu his name

unto sll the nations, beglanoing from
Jerusalem.” 8

4 atudy of the personnel of the nerrabive reveals ite
universal ssope in that day, with the implications that the
message of the kingdom of God should be worldewide in penerw
ationg to come, DBosides Jesus, the domdnant characters ore
John the Baptist, the twelve diseciples, the seventy diseliples,
Jewieh religionists, Roman offieials, snd the multitudes.
John the Baptlist introduced Jesus and His minlstry; the
digoiples were appointed to carry it onj the Jewish religlon~
ists oppesed 1t; the Rouman rulers rescted by polioy of selfe
ish expediensy} and the multitudes thronged fHis pathway in
wonder snd anazemdnt, Great detull is given to Jesun?
disciples from the time He chose the two fisherwen in
chapber £ive, The twelve nawmed in chaptsr six vere ealled to
be aepostles; these were henceforih contimually with Jesus
receliving cereful tralning for the tesk set before thenm,

Only Luke gives us the record of seventy other disciples who
were definitely comuiseioned to spread the gospel. The traine
ing of the twelve is of suffielent importance to be reckoned

8 Tuke 2414547,
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28 & promiuent feature of thw narrstive. Chapters five to
olght set Cforth thelr inmtrodustory training., From chapters
nize to the end of the narrative, most of Jesus! tesching is
dirzeted to the dlasciples. IHe teught then the mesning of
diseipleship, its cost, provisions, and rewsrds] and afforde
od them the opportunity to do supervised ministering that
they might have prastical expericnce and st the same tlme be
8 blessing in the villages of Galilees

The Jewlsh religionists sre seen to be on hand for
neerly every event recorded. The recognize Jesus as & rival
to thelr religious prestige, rather than the fulfilment of
their Seriptures. The soribes, Pharisees, lawyers, and
prleats are the londers of the opposition whieh oulmingtea
in a collsboraetion with the 3adducess and Roman 1o aders Loy
the pwrpose of destroying Jesus. The point of teusion
throughout the major part of the narrative hinges on thely
rejoction of the good news proelsimed by the forerunuer of
Jesus, "But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejested for
themselves the counsel of God, being not baptized of him,?

iuke's regord iundiestes that mmltitudes wre presend
upon evory occasion that Jesus made Himself available., Even
when He desired to withdraw for rest aud preyer, people
pressed upon Hinm with thelr individual burdens. "Put the

T Luke 7130.
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miltitudes followed hims and he welcomed then, cnd spake o
thew of the lLingdom of God, and them that hed need of heal-
ing he oured."a The multitudes were of a cosmopollten nature,
a8t least in some events, ". . . and o great muosber of peuple
from all Judses und Jerusalen, snd the soscost of Tyre and -
Sidon, who cime to heer him and he healed them of thsir dlge
amsos.”q Thoge seeking definite help from Jesus wore from
every level of soclety, imeluding the rich, politleal of-
fielels, minor religious leaders, the poor, the diseused,

the ouboast, widows, publlcans, sinaers, demoniacs, anud
foreigners. Host of His wminfairy, howsver, wae to those in
the lower Bracket of scoelety. 3Jiuce they seexied to hLe more
aware of their physical and spiritual needs, they evidenced
grocter recoptivity to lHis message.

Both the eaming of Jesus and His interpretation of the
kingdon of God were news The preazching of the gospel of the
Kingdom began with John the Daptist. "iho law end the
prophets were until Johnm: from t&igt time the gospel of the
kingdom of God is preached. . . Hevortheloss, Abrahei,
Iscao and other precesding John were sonsidered by Jesuz as
belonging to the kingdom of Gode The reign of Cod waa to
begin fa fudividual lives on sarth and spwesd by the preache

B luke 9311 .

8 Luke 6:17b .
10 fuke 186:116a .
11 rure 13128 .



7
12 "
ing of good tidings throughout the world, Jesus teught

that the most important thing fo this life is seeking theo
kingdom vileh cannot be purchased with ﬁ%‘s worldts goodm,
but 1t 1s a gift of God's good plecsure. Ho also taught
that the ldngdom wos 2t hand for this age end would be fully
rovealed at His second comings The kingdom is not uoviayed
as materialistio and of this world'a seoular ovder, but is
dsaigned to serve men's hdghest purpose in this 1ife and in
the life to cous, Jesus set forth the prineiples of the,
kingdon after ehoosiug the twelve aposiles. Those who
enter the kingdom in childlike faith ers reckoned as huppy
in this 1ife and have the promise of great rewards in heaveny
Those who enter the kiu&d@m commlit themselves to Jesus Ciwiast
and the prineiples for wilch He standes Feuce, they uo
longer live by the pressure of self desire and envirommental
infiuvence, but by the spitit and divione law of :mve.m

There arxe difileulitles Lo be oversome in eubering the
idugdom of Sod. There rmst be ohildiike receptivity on this
part of those who would came inbo possession of this gift.
Thoas who trust in eavthly piches wgeuauany unwilling to
yield their falth to the intangible. Having entered inte

T2 Tuke 15129 .
13 Luke 12:31-32 .
14 Luke G038 .
15 Luke 18317 .
16 puve 183124 .
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the kingdom there is a possibdlility of one's dlaquelifying
hingelf for continuance therein, Jesus uade this clear vhen
He said, "Ho man having put his hand to il‘;a plow and looke
ing bagk 1s £it for the kingdom of God.”

The idea of the supernatursl is in evidence through
the miraculous events recorded in the nar-utive, 7This
pover of God was manifest through Jesus in twenty-one ine
stences, and through the ministry of His diseiples: There
was no mirecle in whiech God 4id not show His love and conw
gorn for the redemption of man. Iven the mirseles of the
great draught of figh and the caluming of the tempest pro-
vided a revelation which engeudered raith Iin the saving
power of Jeasus.

To swimarize the plan of Luke's narrative, its domiw
nant Ldeas, and cvontent, a graphle representation in the
form of & ohart is provided on page bthirty-cue,

111, Peaching Values From the Gospel of Lulie

It seems that Lukels thorough record of the Christisn
gospel shiould fuenish s rich gtore of teachlng values adapte
able to any generaltion of the church, Some modern religious
pducators belleve that the Gospel of luke 1s the favorite
aynoptie reoord smong present-day readers.la This observation
way confirm the adaptabllity of Iuke's record to the nodern

minds In view of young people's problems and needs and finde

7 Ioke 9162,
18 R,V.G. Tasker, The Nature and Purpose of the GCospels,
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ings from Take, the following teaching velues are evident.

The detailed account of the iife of Ghrist and His
tecohings is an sdejuate basia upon whieh young people may
discover the meening of Christlanity,

There are sulflcient references to God, Jesus, the
Holy Spirit, man, sin, repentance, snd the kingdon of God
to provide for a doetrinal spprosch to the CGoapel of Luke.

Luke's regord of Christ's exteonsive and intensive
teaching on discipleship provides ample resocurces for young
people to discover the meaning of prayer and worship, thelir
place in the chureh progran and missions, and the unswers to
many ethisal and relisious questions,

The fsot that the e vents of the narrative oceurred
in a soeial order with a variety of situations in whieh
Jesus' inlluence was felt, glves young peo.le un opportunity
to disoover some principles for attitude and action in the
soclal order today.

30 somplete a blography of the “Haster Teacher "
arffords opportunity for teachers and leaders to observs
priceliples and methods for the teaching of Christian education.

In order to demonstrate the usefulness of the Cospel
of Luke 1o teaoling young peopls, units of study have been
developed. These may be used for young people’s meetlings
or as & phese of leadershlp training. Young people must
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find the solution for their own problems before they are

eble to lead others.



Study chart of the Gospel of Luke
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CHAPTER IV

THE USE OF THE GOSPEL OF LUKE Iy LUT0I40 YOUNG PROPLE'S
QUEST FOR CERTAINYY I4 TIE NMISTIAL PAITH

I, Introdustion

If young poople are to accept and apply the truth
it will be more likely to come through a discovery of the
truth for themselves than through a procesa of vigarious
- learning. Ths inductive method of approach to the truths
of Luke is in harmony with youth's maturing aptuess for
resesareh. Truths of the Christien falth that should sparkls
Q‘ith divine radisnce may be held in historical statwousents
of faith thet are now stereotopie. An industive approach
to the Christian gospel will help young pecple to discovey
the great doetrines of falth as socmething new and original.
This approach grows out of an sppreciation of the nature of
the learaer, It would be mueh easier for a teacher to do
the "truth digeing" and then present it to hias young peopls,
but this would underocut the possibility of the most effactive
teashing situation. The problem of the teacher 18 to stimue
inte the intersest that will energize young people's guest
for discovery., One of the:ways to achieve interest 1s use
units of study. A unit of study is memni t6 be a series of
related lessons and activities in keeping with the studeats!'
interests chd purpose to explore in e given direction until
progress has been msde unto the desired goaml, In view of
the particular situation, & well=planned launshing of ezch
wadt of study 1s i.udisponaasble,
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Unit Hoe 1 ~ Christian Toliefe

In accordanse with young peoplo's desire for an
understanding of the religious falth wiileh they have lne
herited, rmeh can be dlscoversd frem Luke's narrative. I¢
is through a dostrinal approsch that young people nay dise
cover the moeniv; of Christianity and learn whet & Christien
ought to bellsve, The Gospel of Luke furnishes emple rew
sources for young peaple to discover much sbout the person
and work of Jesus, His rclation to the Trinity, the kingdom
of God, salvation, prayer, and the future 1ife.

Purpoue of unlt. As has been intimeted above, the
parpose of this wilt L2 to help young pecple Lo dlscover for
thenmsslves from the Cospel of Luke the deetrinel foundations
of the Christian faithe

Seope and precodurs. This unit 1s to bo launched
from the point of view of what young people ought %o belleve
sbout the religion they profess, Defore intreduning the young
people to a comsideration of the doetrinal teachings of Luke,
allow them to write for ome to two minutes on ocach of the
following queations. 1l. Who was Jesus Christ? 2. Explain
the Holy Trinitys O3« What was Jesus' purpose in the world?
4y Thet comes to your mind when you think of the kingdom of
God? 5. That iz your idea of sslvation? 6. What doea prayer
mean to you? 7. Fhat aro your bellefa about the future 1ife?
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Buch personts snawers should be kept ou rescord to compare
vith their findings in Luke and the Lutheran, Hsidelberg,
Angllican, and Westminster ecatechlisms, The lessoas of the
uwndt teke into consideration the idees in easch of the above
questions,

Included in the procedure will be an opporfunity for
young people to make some Iirsc-iand diseoveries in rsading
the Cospel of Luke, Thay will be encouraged to mark sige
nificent words and,phrasea pertaining to this unit. A markw
ing key is suggested as follows: nouns designabing Jesus »
red} nouns used for God - pinkj} loly Spirit « lavenderj
"kingdom of God® = ;reenj "repent”, "faith", "believe®,
"rovcive®, "save", "salvation" - orange} "sia", "asianeras",
“nypoorite”, "lost® - brown} passages on prayer - yellow}
and ideas relasied to future iife - light green.

Iesson 1 - Whut Should Young People “elleve Regarding
the Person of Jeaus?

The opening session may be approashed with a dlscuasion
of sontemporary opinions regerding the ildentity of Jesus.
After considering the leason references in Luke regarding
the delty esnd humanity of Jesus, tseke lato aceount furiher
obgorvations.

Jesus a8 the Son of God: Luke 1:31-35 (anuocunced by
ongels); 3:2l-22 (baptismal seal of divine sonship); 9:3b



{transfipuration)§ £::70 (Jesus' testimony).

Josus ag the Son of Mant Juke 4:2 (subjesied to
temptation); 8:25 {physicel sleep); 20:41 (Son of David);
24150-43 (posterssurrection physical apucarance).

Legson 2 - What Should Young People Believe About
Jesus'! Relationship in the Holy Trinlty?

The purpose of this sesslion is to help young people
dlscover the simple truths presented in Luke that will give
then u clesarer understanding of e doctrip®that bas beson somew
what vague.

Jesus' relationship to the Ioly Spirit: Luke 1:36
{oonoeption); 5:1G, 22 (Joosus to baptize with the Holy
Spirit); 4:1, 14 (Noly Bpirit active in 1ife of Jesus);
11113 {(Holy Spirit gift of the Father to believers)j l2:if
(Holy Spirit es tescher).

Jesus'relationship to the Father: Luke 1012122 (the
jatinate relationship betwen Father, 3on, and disclples)s
20142 (Jesus! reletionship to the Fatherts will)j 25:34 come
pered with 5:21«24 (the relationship of the Son and Father
regarding the coming of the Holy Spirit in a new dlspensation).

Note further observations and compare with crodal
statenents and related hymns.

Lesgson 8 ~ Vhat 8hould Young People “ellisve About

Josus' Nliassion in the World?
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In soeeking to understand the Christian religlon
betier, 1t wlill help young people to discover e meaning of
Jegus' 1ife ond rduistry as they inwvestigete Lulot'a record.

Luke 2:13-11 (angels revesl Jesus! univergsl saviourw
ship); 2:49b (Jesus is conselous of Iis missfon at twelve
yoara of age); 3:16«17 (Jokn declares Jesust miassion):
411822 (Jesus declares His mission as prophecisd by Isaleh);
43351, 513b (Jesus az teacher)i 5:24,32; 19:10 (Jesus! minlatry
of forgiving sin eand calling siuners to repeutance)}
73122 (Jesus'! report to Johm in prison); 9::2, 44bj 22:119=803
24:44-45 (ths voluntery peasion of Jesus £0» redemption).

The further meditation ow Jesus' many aots will
envrich the understsnding of Hls minlsteys

Iesson 4 ~ What Should Young Feople Delieve About
the Kiangdom of God?

Conglderation w41l be glven to those passages dealing
speoifically vith the kingdom. It is hoped that youny
people will get correet insights into the meaning of the
kingdom by a {irst~hand ilnvestigation of the narrative.

Luke 6120-49 {beautiful lews of the iingdom); 8:10
{mysteries of kingdom reserved for dlsciples); 2:2 (gospel
of kingdon committed to diseiples); 11:2 {¢he kingdom is to
be & subject for prayer); 12:32 (kingdom a gift from the
Paier); 15:18=2l {two parebles on the kingdom)j 17:20-21
(the kingdom withia); 1::18«25 (hindrances to entering the
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ingdom); 90118, 28«50 {future aspect of the kingdom)e
With a totel of thirtyeelght referecuce to the lkinge
dom, thisg investigation mey be enlarged to iuclude additionm

al sessiong,

lecagn B - What Should Young Feople Bellieve About
Balvation?

This session should help young people discover the
meaning of aslvation ag reoorded by luke. This theme may
be assoclated with the lesaon depieting the mission of Jesus,
After maldng specllic observeations, it would be well to view
the book as & whole with the 1dea of salvation in mind, The
study may teo further enriched by compering the findings of
Luke with the church sreed and salvation hymns snd sharing
porsonel testinmonies,

Luke 1:68-70 (Racheriaes' song of salvation); 7:47w
50 {deliverance from sin by faith);: 18:2«5 {need for re-
pentance); 19:1«10 (the marks of a saved man)j 15:16«7, 910,
32 {the joy of salvation); £1:27-28 {the hope of final re-
demption).

Lesson 6 - What Should Young rsople Pelieve About
Prayer?

Attention will be piven to the various aspects of
prayer found in Luke's narrative. It would be well to llst
the feots aboub prayer in sumary statements and compare them
with phrases {rem prayer hymns,
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Lake 10:21, 11:82, 25148 (prayer as revereat coimunion
with God); 1l:5w8, 18:1-8 (preyer meanz petitioning in
effanobive falth)3; 11:9«13, 1:15 { God answers prayer);
11:1 (Jesus is our example and teacher in prayer)j 19:45
{Godtas house is set apart for prayer); 6112, 22143142
{prayer is necessary for making crisis decisions)j £1:36,
28140, 48 (prayer fortifles ageinst falling away and temptae
tion).

Lesson 7 - What Should Young Feople Believe About
the Puture Life?

The purpose of this session 1s to help young people
dissover the tesehings of Jesus concsrning 1ife after death
ag recorded by Lulee

Luke 10610:-31 (separation of wicked and righteocus);
2035437 (resurrection of dead, no marriasges, eternal life)j
£5140-43 {paradise).



CHAPTER V

THE USE OF THE GO3PEL OF LUEE Is ¥ETTING JOUNG
PEOPLZ'S QUEST FPOR A LIFE PURPOSB

I, Introduction

The precsding unit was designed to cive young people
certainty on the intellsctual level. The next step is to
challsnge the will %o action if the desired results of
Christian educabtion are to be realized, Young people are
secking a life goel end have many deolisions to make that
will greatly influence their future happiness. Thevefore,
it is neceasary to provide the greatest opportunity for them
te diseover ths highest echallenge to a 1ife purpose., The
rospel of Luke is resourceful in examples and teachinge to
neet this peramount need in the experieunce of young people.
The challenge to discijyleship is in evidence throughout the
book and is sapecially suited to an effeetive appeal to the
natupe and needs of this age group.

Unit No. 2 - The Challenge of Youth to Disecipleship

Furpsose of undte The purpose of tids unlé 1s %o
ald young people in discovering for themselves the true
meaning of Chrisiien diseipleship in order that they may
have an adequabte basis for making true comnitments of theiy
lives to Jesus Christ and His will for them.

Soope snd procedurg. Considoeration will be given te
the varicus toachings and exaples pertalning to discipleship.
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The unit may be launched by a conversation which
springs frou some familior happening in the comzmnity or
rocorded in a current magesine or newspaper, The iuncident
brouglit to the students' attention should call for a fres
diaoussion of 1ife purposes of the charucters involved.

Vere they "diseiples™ of crime, groed, o film star, the horow
soops, a false religion, or Jesus Christ? Lead young people
in a dlecussion of their ideas of what it meens to be loarner
and follower of Jesus Chwist in contrast to the worldly way.

In sddition to the olass sessioas, young people will
be enccuraged to peruse the book of Luke with the purpose
of investiguting the idea of discipleshipy 4 key for narke
ing diseoveries may be used as followa. Pascages dealing
spooifically with teacohings on discipleship may be eolored
pale blue; indicate the followlng words tima: disei.le, "a";
self, "1"; follow, "f"; cross, "«="; love, "L"; servant, "a";
great "ge) reward, "rd". Young people will be encouraged
to own and merk their own Bibles In this study,

The challenge teo Christian dlseiplesiip rfor this unit
may be inoressed by the use of selected biographiss of
modern Chridstian disciples. There are tract publishers that
print concise blogruphies that may be read with great inter-
eat within fifteen to twenty minutes,

Lesoon ) -~ True Greatneas
This session may open with e discussion of world
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figures of any natlom or time. Discuss the gualificu.tions
that plece femous men in tho cless of the great. Heueuber
young peoplets strong desire for recognition and ;.osiiion,
and help them diseover from Luke the norma for true zreatness.
Sugrested reading: Willlam Carey,

Luke 7:28 (the greatuess of the lesst); 034648,
22:24-27 (Jesus' ensure of greatness),.

Lesson @ - The Challenge to Faith

In Jesus! dealing w;i;h iig disciples, He used practiocal
situations and illustrations from nature to show them the
rasgsonablenoss and wholesomeness of living by falth. 1he
falth that Jesus expected from His dlsciples i3 a challenge
to the daring spirit of youths This session should help them
find the meaning of feith that requires fortitude of purpose,
Sugrested blography: Praying lyde.

Luke 8:24-25 ("Where is your faltht"); 17:3=8 (*Inw
erease our falth"); 12:0.-32 {0 ye of 1ittle faith"),

Legson 8 ~ Wi Challenge to a lLife lission

This sescsion will present ineldents that indicate
Jogus! suprems concern Ifor human personalities and the way ilis
disolsles entered into His labors for the spiritusl uplift of
mane Young people wiith the desire for new experiensse and
advonture should be alded in find s l1life purpose that gives
the suprome challenge to true and wholesoms adveature,
Suggested blography: Eary Slessor or Dr. Grenfel.
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Luke 19:10, 93111 {Jesus' mission); 5:10a-11, 9312,
8y 60, 10513, 17~20 (disciples with a sense of mission);
24:46-49 (a challenge for youth today).

Lesson 4 - The Challenge to 3tewardship

This session may open with a dissussion of individual
differences and talents., Prom observing Jesus' tesching on
stewardship, young people may come to a bebter understending
of the fustifigation of His olaims upen individual responsi-
bilitys Young people who are assuming more of life's cares
should be eble to aeccept this chellenge. Suggested blography:
R, Gy LeTourneau.

Luke 16210 {the ohallenge to faithfulness); 19:12-
26 (the challonge to ussfulnesa); Rl:l-4 (the test of dew
votion),

Lesson § « Une Challenge of the Cross

This sesslon will afiord opportunity for the students
to discover Irom Jesus! teaehing the true meaning of an une
aellish 1ife. They will doubtless get the realiastie view of
the exsetiling charaster of robust Christian discipleship,
Young people should understand that it was net Jesus' plan
to interfere with and arbitrarlily dominate lives, but to
bring delliverance from a splfesentersd carnal nature,
Suggested blography: Commissioner Brengle. -

Lule 9:83«£8, 68l-82 (the oross)i 6140, 2214143
(Jcsus meets the challenge).
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Lesson 8 - The Rewards of Disecipleship

Jesus also made ¢lear to His disciplesg the enduring
benefits of whole~hearted devotion to the kingdom. Young
people with tholr abillity to welgh vaelues will have oppoye
tunlty to so exercise t;hmsalves. as they view the full im-
Plications.of following Him., Ho better shennsl for the
desire for prailse or reward can be provided than that of
Christien discipleship. Suggested biography: Sadhu Sundar
Singhe

Luke. 63 22=23 (the diseiplets joy); 6:35-38 (reward for
liberality); 18:28-30 {earthly and heavenly benefits).

Lesson 7 - The Challenge to Decision

This seasion is deaigned to help young people coms
to ths fooal point of decislon in thelr own hearts and to
envourage them to definlte sotion of will. Each one should
be ecounting vhe cost of discipleship for hluself and be lad
in his econvioctions to accept the challenge.

ke 63146-49 {the necessity for and result of doe
ciglon)§ 0:57-62 (bindrances to & deeision); 5:28 {"and he
forsock all, and rose up, and followed him"),

Unit 2A ~ Devotlonasl Helps for the Christian Diseiple
Ths purpose of this unlt Iis to lelp young peoples dise
cover iths devoiional values in the Gospel of Luke. his is
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not a uait of lessons, but a series of topics for devotlone
al meditotion, I1f young people conlt themsclves to be true
diseiples, it is necessary that they Leep this relationship
in tact, ILuke's narretive not only presents a challenge

to diseipleship, but coateins passeges of excellent devotions
al value. The following topies do not exhaust the resources
of Luke, but they serve as & begiuning for a devotional
approach to the whole book,

de In Time of Temptation »~ When tenpted to find fault,
read Luke 53141-45, When tempted to be slack at your post of
auty, road 12:35«40, Tale note of Jesus' use of the
Soriptures when undergoling temptation, 43)l=l4s The pom of
prayer sgeinat temptetlon, 22140, 46,

&» 4Adone With God - Proparation for making great
deoisions, Luke 6:12~13: Jesus' exemple of habltual private
conpnnlon with the Father, 51163 9118, £88.29; £23141.

S - The Haj Luke 1:45-55 and
The Decktitudes, 63$20-23. MHary's song of praize to God re

aealtotlo

vesls the exultent spirit of one whose way is couulied to
Iis wills PFruise and hoanor are dus His nsme for He haa
exalted the humble and executed rightecusness. When Jesus
spoke the Bestdtudes, wvhioh roush the senith in beauty sad
Joy, He ;avo His dlsciples the oriteria for true and lasting

heppiness.
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4. dedemption Song - The Song of Zachurias, beuecdiotus,
Luke 1:88«79; the mgalvabion of Lacchoeus, 19:5-10e In
antiocipation of the ministry of his baby son, John, to bee
come the herald of the jos.cl of asalvation, Zacharlas weaes
filled with the Holy 8pirit to sing & hyman of deliverance. In
thils song, & uew thing was revealed, namely the prediction of
the knowledge of salvation ti.ct would bring remlssion of aina,.
A reverberation of this glorious anthem is sounded out in
the experiense of Zaochaeus as Jesus :et him on the Jerlcho
road.

5. The Fount of Vision ~ Luke 9:28-36, Chrlstian
disoiples wmay well take note of one of the greatsst worship
exporlences that aen individual oould iave. First, they
{Potor, James, snd John) went with Jesus into the mountain to
pray. Second, they beheld the heavenly glory of their
Teachor and Lord as lie conversed with loses and BElijah who
represented éha law end prophecy of the 0ld Testament. Then,
the disciples saw an overshadowing cloud and heard a volce
from heavon that vindieuted the supromacy of their lLaster,
who was left alone in thelr prescnce, The Christlian disciple
today who gets a vision of His all-glorious and trauscendent
"Lord will see the fruitage of a Christ-centered life.

Se Durning Hearts - Luke 24:27-32. Only Luke rocords
the event of Jesus' interview with tvo disciples on the way

to Hymaus. They vere greatly discourgged, but es Jesus open=
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6d the Seriptures to their understendin:g, thelr hearts wers
mede to burn within them. Dlessed wus the revelation of
the pesurreoted Christ es He blessed and broke the bread at
the evening mesl, Yoday, when the Vord of God is opened
to the understandiug ol Christiens there is cause for a true

heartewsrming and renewed vision of the risen Lonrd.



CHAPTER VI
TII USE OF (YE CGOSPEL OF LUKE IN MEUTING YOUNG
PEOPLE'S QUEST POR PHRACTIC.IL 30LUTICH
PO EVERYDAY SITUATIONS
I. Iantroductlon

The faet that {wurtesc of the Uwenty-two problems
listed by young people on pages twelve and tiirteen sre of
an ethical nature is strong evidence of the need for definite
emphasis upon the praeticel application of Christlian nomis.
Young people need to have more than e knowledge of opinions
cbout meral issues, ihsy need to become established in
Ghriatian convictions regerding the 1life situations that
confront them. Luke's narrative is rich in rssources for
othical teachings. The sociel implications of the gospel
are well accounted for in this uarrative., Tasker warns
ageinst a somewhat exclusive use of the ethical teachings
of the Gaspel) of luke as he belleves 1t diffiscult to dis-
tinguish between them end the teachings about the kingdom of
Goa.l However, there seems t0 be no confliict between the
presert world aspect of the kiagdom of God and the sthical
teacidings found in Luke's narratlve,

In setting up the unit on ethical guldeposts, lesscons
have beon prepared in view of young people's problems and

needs and the resources of the gospel,

1 R.V.G. Tasker, The liature and Purpose of the
Cospels, pp. Se=70.



Undt No. 3 « Guldegosts for the Christicu's
Dally 1Life

Purposs of unlte The purpose of tids unit is to icly
young people dlscover the practical application of Christiane
ity from Luke's gospel narrative, and to help them to utilize
thelr discoverisa,

Beoope and procedure. Situstions from the whole
narrative are used to point up many of the issues thut young
people are called upon to face,

Although the ethical problems of young people may be
talen for granted and anticipated, 1t would be to thelr ad-
vantage to initlate ti:ls unit with a discussion in which
they paertioelpate @nd become definitely aware of sltuations
where ethical standards are in question. Young people should
bs challenged to analyze the current moral trends snd tensions

in view of thelr discoveries in the Goapel of Luke,

Legson 1 = Christian Etiquette

This session will deal vith a number of situations
that demonstrate both the ideal and undssirable sccial bew
havior,

Luke 5:38 (Jesus' ideal of generosity); 7:4-8 (an ex~
ample of paying honor to a superior); 10:40-42 {a Lostess
who was more interested in the meal than fellowship with her
guest); 1417-11 (the ideal guest); 14:12-14 (true hospitelity)



17:15-19 {a hesrt-felt thank-you),.

Lesson £. The Ohristian Attitude Toward Custom

Jesus! teaching makes clear the superlority of
morals over customs, yet He does not attempt bto render even
the religlous customs of His dey obsolete. Rather, Jesus
attermpts to restore the originel meaning and purposs of
perverted customg. e also pointed out the £ act that timew
worn customs may be inadequate for the situation at hand,
This seasion should help young peo;:le to epproach their probe
lems about customs and mores with Christian principles rathey
than selfiash prejudice,.

Luke 2:141-48; 22:15«20 (The Passcover Feast was ob=
served, but Jesus gave the event new life in that He was
gbout to give His life's blood for the establishment of the
new covenant which would superseds the old.); 11:37~41 (an
instence when Jesus broke with custom whieh had become a
legallstic rote practice ancd pointed out its spiritual
significance.); 5:32-39 (a parable that graphically poricays
the futility of holding on to antiquated practices,)

Lesson 5. The Christiants Attlitude Toward Harriage
and the Home

This session will help youung people to discover what

Luke's narrative reveals about Christian norms for marriage

and the home.
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Luke 20:34-30 (marrisge is effective only in this
life); 3:10-120 (promiscuous relations denounced) ; 15:18
(the sin of divorece); 1:26-27, 2:4~5 (chastity is God's
standard); 1i18«25 (God comforts childless parents); 2:51
(ehildren to be subject to parents).

Lesson 4 - The Christien's Attitude Toward His Hlders
and Children

This session will help young people to discover the
guldeposts that will guard them against clashes with the
groups that seem amoying to them at their age.

Luke 1811517 ("suffer 1ittle children”)j 613940

(student~teucher relationship); 6131 (the zolden rule).

Lesson § -~ The Christients Attitude Toward iiis
Fgllowzen

This lesson is to help young people discover thet no
barrier of race, class, or temperament need be suecessful in
preventing the demonstration of a true Christian magnanimity
in everyday life.

Luke 10:130=37 (a true neighbor); 4:25-27 (the prine
eiple of inter-raclal benevolence 1s rooted in the 014 Teste-
ment); 6:27-35 {the golden rule),

Lesgson B = The Christian Attitude Toward Other

Christian Groups
Jesus gave His diselples a principle of being at pezce
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with groups who for some reason or other do not chovse to
follow with a speeial group. This lesson from Luke will help
Young people to guard agalust sectarianism,

Iuke 9349-50 {Jesus did not diseourage united action}
nelther 4id He compel 1t, He included kindred minda in the
fellowship of disciples.) Contrast Jesus' poliey with the
taotles of the prewvailing ecclesiaatiocal system - £0:1-2, 1%=
204

Lesaon 7 - The Christian Attitude Toard the Jtate

This session will give suggestlons that should help
young psople see the Ohristien's attitude as a oltiszen,
| Luke 2:1-5, £20:122-24 (principles for consclentlious
law~gblding citizens); S:12-14 (elaims of the gospel upon
government offiolals); 7:2-9 (the spirit of a trus patriot).

Lesson 8 « The Ohristlen Attitude Toward loney

This session will present situations from Iuke's
record that will ald young peopls to get an insight re-
garding the relative place money should have in this life,

Luke 12:15-21 (a perverted seunse of velues); 12:33=-34
(a wise investment); 16:6,11 (profit from the wisdom of this
world).

Lesson ¢ = The Christlian Attitude Toward Work and Time

Consideration will bs siven to situations from whioh

young people may discover Christlen motives and be encouraged



to exercise them in daily 1ife.

Luke 12:135+48 (the policy of readiness end faithfule
ness); Luke 5:16; 6112, 9::5 (Jesus' example of teking time
to be alone); 5:29-32; 7:1363 11137 (time to ‘e sociable).



SUMIARY AWD CONCLUSION
I. Sumaary

The problem of the usefulness of the Cospel accord-
ing to Luke for the Christian education of young, people
has involved an effort to undsrstand their nature, neoeds
and questions they ask. In addition, the narrative has been
investigated and an effort has heen made to use the finde
ings in accordence with the prodlems of young people. In
thug doing, the characteristics and intereats of young
pecple have been oconsidered., Upon Chapters Iv, Vv, and VI
rests the major burden of solving the thesis problem, The
doctrinal epproach to the Gospel of Luke is in keeping with
young people's sharasterlistie intellectusal argressivensss
and their desire for certainty in their religicus falth, Disge
coveries from thls synoptic gospel have sontributed richly
to a study of the major doctrines of the Christian religlon.
The narrative furnishes an original source which young people
may freely explore.

The Cospel of Luke has been found especially useful
at the p—oint of providing young people with a challenge for
a true life purposs. Energetic young people eager to launch
out into new experiences are ready for the greatest of

| challenges for & life p urpose. Tids is found {in the
ehallenge to Christiaen disecipleship. Luke records many of
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Jesus' discourses with the dlscisles. There are twenty-two
instances recording, "a:d he said unto his disciples"”.

The problems of young people also require a practical
approach to the Gospel of Luke., Ters is found a standard
of conduet worthhy of accpptance snd use in the everyday ex-
perisnces of young people, Luke's narrative does not answer
all the specific questions asked by young people, but it does
provide the standard of Christian conduct applicable to every

phage of l1life experience.

IX. Conclusion

I% is concluded that the Gospel of Luke is a profite
able resource for the Christian sducabion of young pedple.
Although Luke's narrative does not contaln situctions having
to do with the recreation problem, glrlwboy relations, hilghe
er education, and some of the modern social problems, it
does providedirective principles that may szerve as effective

bases for meeting life's experlences successfully in eny

generations
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