Integrating Metaliteracy into Knowledge Organization
Curriculum: Designing Inclusive Curriculum for
International Classrooms

Kristen Schuster® and Kristine N. Stewart®
8King’s College London, London, UK
b Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, UAE

kristen.schuster@kcl.ac.uk, kristine.stewart@zu.ac.ae

ABSTRACT

This paper discusses strategies for using Metaliteracy frameworks to design more
inclusive and diverse curriculum. Using long term observational research, we will discuss
Metaliteracy alongside Constructive Alignment and Learning Oriented Assessment (LOA), two
pedagogical models promoted by the Higher Education Academic (HEA) in the United Kingdom
(UK). While we recognize the value of each pedagogical model, we argue that they have a
significant limitation: They do not acknowledge diverse cultural perspectives on education.
Considering the value of diversity in higher education will frame our suggestions for using these
models to design more inclusive curriculum.

Following our discussion of pedagogical models, we will discuss our case study, which
draws on our experiences evaluating a post-graduate course on metadata for cultural heritage
organizations titled, From Information to Knowledge. This module is optional and open to all
students in the Department of Digital Humanities (DDH) at King’s College London.

Despite the challenges inherent to curriculum design, there are models and frameworks
that can enhance instructor awareness about when, why and how they evaluate and adjust their
course learning outcomes and assessment patterns. We will discuss how frameworks for
developing curriculum (like Constructive Alignment) and theories for assessing student learning
(like LOA) can enhance how instructors approach conceptualizing literacy and Metaliteracy
practices amongst their students. This is particularly important in international and diverse
classrooms. Based on our case study we will discuss strategies for facilitating discussion and
revision that empowers English as a Foreign Language (EFL) students. We will focus our
discussion on an analysis of whether LOA encourages EFL students to practice the critical
reflective elements promoted through metacognitive elements in Metaliteracy theories.
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