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Summary

The purposes of this study are (a) to describe briefly the patterns of transitions of preferred occupations and
the reasons for modification cited by students of the Faculty of Education of Tottori University, and (b} to
accumulate knowledge concerning the developmental processes of teachers.

Questionnnaires were answered by 108 junior students, and the results showed that about 40% of them have
maintained their preferred occupations for three years, and others have changed in various ways. Their reasons
for modification in favor of the teaching profession were derived from experiences during teaching practice, an
impending need to make a decision and other factors which will be discussed in the text. Those modifications
in favor of other professions resulted mainly from doubts about their vocational aptitudes for the teaching
profession.

Given the above findings, this paper will then go on to discuss the necessity of investigating students’ beliefs
in regards to their vocational aptitudes for the teaching profession.
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