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ABSTRACT

Bioethics has grown rapidly throughout the world, and now plays a central role in
professional and public debates, and bioethical issues feature prominently in legal, medical,
and policy agendas worldwide. Bioethics is defined by the International Association of
Bioethics founded in 1993 as follows; bioethics is the study of the ethical, social, legal,
philosophical and other related issues arising in health care and in the biological sciences.
In other words, bioethics is the evaluation of life, in which only reasoned and open debate
can lead to the most justifiable conclusions. Historically well evaluated “The Hippocratic
Oath” has been partly denied and criticized, because of the lack of the concept for
informed consent. Thus, informed consent and self decision-making are the most crucial
standard -in the field of bioethics relating clinical medicine. This article gives an outline of
the development and progress of bioethics in Western countries, especially in U.S.A.
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