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Low-altitude forest of Japanese beech (Fagus crenata)
in the northern Tajima District,
Hyogo Prefecture, and its prerequisites
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KL HERARICL > TTOEBEERL, EHNRKRE - i - thE RS- EEHHOZB R
ZRAELT, LEBHIRICBI BT FHROBFELFHFEERTDH L2 ZOMIOENE L,
KRBT — 8 OIWEPHAETRICB TR, YRR EEBOEETH > L MPEETHH
WelWz, [BTFT—FIKEL TR EIMAERE, BMMAEAEE, RERRKEAEHH, &
R LARERSET, BB, KB, FEAWRS CICHIEHEEEN S, £ XMOATITEER
REFHE WIRR AN EFF BB BRI 5 I R BRI B n 5, JH#E) - Shhank
120 oo RIURFEBE MIRMA T O I HIRIHEIRICE, OB b 5 EAREE 213U
W, BELQIERETEREWLE W, L EOEKRSCICHET - BBEICEELEL LY
%o

o ALEFEHISOT 44

LA/ T, ANRL 2L D1, BWEDKENABEETT, ZRMOXF, B/ F, 7HT
Y OEMICHEINT NS, LAL, BRMOREZEERLLSSEREL THDHSOICT Tk
DIEBHRCRET 2L CRELTWS (M2), &<IT, SZREIREH RO MR B & R ST
IR RAICERR IS 7 T MO EIEL, AH (1995) BEMTA2LOCERINDETATH
5o

AU T FHHERBLULNICET MY EMB L2 HDTH D, WIOMITBIR, L
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ED
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SR, NAARTY, AIVLPA T UnEELOTFHHEBERTHERINTVWS, T/, MK
RO UARBIRT 2 AU N REOS L (420m) IIEMEERIOCITIET 5 7 A3khaL
THEDOTRIFIRT FHNH 5,

EIET TR 5 07 0 I EHRBEAESkn O ASE N RBD W O FHS i 7 F MR T 5. Ak
NGO L, RE67ImO A L& R & U THBE4400~500mo 5 /K 581 B
D ENAMAL B RREZ S DM TH 2, Lo L, ASHUGRE Cidiz/z 5 /Mo RHENRH 0,
KAV LR TEDN TN S,

AL ORI DR REHBD 7 F MRS 2130, BEEH THBHICEE XD 0D 5 T FH
ZRDH A NEE (180m), H/ME (150m), AL (300m) ZEIHLND, LD{EES
HTII BB R NE <, 1 XTFNRELRFEED DY INFRY VY AT IEN
DR TH %, BEHH300mbMA D EBERMORES DY, THHhLLWTFhhERD,
ERZELTRSE, 70EDPFIFFHNET MR D, FEMBICKET S T2
OEPHBELAETED, £k, BAOT I, AHLEZEOKREME (140m) 121 X7 F &3
KEARBHD, AR T FICE > TEA} OFEE60mM B8 1 FIM O B it (80m) 124y
L, #oELTHRANBEOIEHOERME (80~100m) ICIXMm BN 70cni®ET 51
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DRS00 O BRI S N T 2 RS ICR RABR S A5 ND, — I T F O
TRMBIXFIHLVEITEMES L, AITFEAFEERBREERD, HEREFFTY
HLVEFIRYYNEETLONEBETH S0, ZITRTHITY, aFs9rU%EEL, F
PHARE L D 7 FHHLUT OB EHIC R 5N 2 IWEMME AT 0 b O TH 5,

TIHRPERFT HMEIE < 0BG, REERO/ERNMTH > T, BLHNREIZE-> THT
HEREIN D i {sFofiToNzdbDEEZLND,

BLEOXDBBREERT DL, ZOMBO T FHISHE RSN 58 7F L TE T o
FRE O I OHIBDOLBERNRMBITIT SN TEFELEL D LN TERNES 5D,

I AEESBEOSRIRE

B S HEE AR L OFHER O R THEEN S - & HE <, WML EAAZREZ RTHIET
BB, HABIIRENDL DI, ZOHIBOBRAESEILIS0mIZEL Tnb, R3IIT AT ADE
K7 —% (1979/1981~20004) OKBEBAKBEZRLEDBDTH S, 1B, IET—FICHD
ESCULDAEHRIRZBE L 2B I OEH (WD) BIUSTLUTORREEE L ES OF
BCD GEH, 1949), CIECHIMOBKEZEITAOR-EEIEH (SDI : Kure and Yoda,
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1 dvERME~ BEURRAIRICE T 2 EESH (#2500 T) ICHBET 2 7 FHEE

B4 B f@Esr AHER JuefE

ATHFIY Coniogramme japonica O O @) O
a4=TH) Asplenium scolopendrium O O O O
IEVE V%24 Arachniodes standishii O O O O
Va8 Polystichum tripteron ®) O O ®)
NAAZH Y Cephalotaxus harringtonia var.nana O O O O
FviRhy Torreya nucifera var. radicans e @) O O
NN Stellaria diversiflora O ) @) O
AR Magnolia salicifolia O O O O
s Lindera umbellata O O '®) O
ATHF Schizophragma hydrangeoides O O O O
Ve Ta Rubus hakonensis ) O O @)
TA XY Sorbus alnifolia O O e O
VAN Oxalis griffithii O @) O O
IV Skimmia japonica v.intermedia f. repens O O O O
VgV Rhus ambigua O O O O
NS U/2% Rhus trichocarpa @) O @) O
TANE Ilex macropoda O O O O
AV Viola vaginata O O O O
X7y Stachyurus praecox ®) ') O O
YRy Benthamidia japonica O O @) O
NFABE Helwingia japonica O O O O
a7 Acanthopanax sciadophylloides O O @) O
NE)! Kalopanax pictus O O O 0]
VA Tripetaleia paniculata O O O O
T Vaccinium japonicum O O O O
INTYN A Mitchella undulata O O '®) O
INTTEEY Salvia nipponica O O O O
NG N Viburnum wrightii O O @) ')
YN Chionographis japonica O O O O
vauyaynhv  Heloniopsis orientalis O O O O
yZayel)] Lilium cordatum O O ®) O
Ncoy Za ] Polygonatum lasianthum O O O O
FFt Sasa palmata O O ®) ®)
eV Carex blepharicarpa O 0 O O
N/ VI Carex multifolia O 9] O O
IAIYY Anemone hepatica var. japonica O O O
TU7% Meliosma myriantha O O O

O O O

ZAAYY Trillium smallii
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YA aFH Dryopteris sabaei O O O
SRS Quercus mongolica subsp. crispula O O O
VS Magnolia hypoleuca O O O
Py Actinidia arguta O O O
2N Y Hamamelis japonica var. obtusata O O O
)T A Hydrangea macrophylla var. megacarpa O O O
AL BYH T Acer mono O O O
aINGFIH LT Acer sieboldianum O @) O
B BN Salvia omerocalyx @) O O
A T4 Polypodium fauriei O O
A7 Fagus japonica O O
M A 544 Laportea bulbifera O O
asyeI’ Pilea notata O O
VINFR Buckleya lanceolata O O
YR 4 Anemone pseudo-altaica O O
T 2R YN Daphniphyllum macropodum var. humile O O
NIFTh LT Acer japonicum O O
M )% Aesculus turbinata O O
IVenny Meliosma tenuis O O
INAET N Euonymus lanceolatus O O
ATFY Epigaea asiatica O O
UAR A5y Menziesia cilicalyx O O
KA Rhododendron degronianum var. hondoense O O
NITR Y Styrax obassia O @)
A=y Peracarpa carnosa var. circaeoides O O
AA =y Cacalia nikomontana O O
HAM Erythronium japonicum O O
I Euonymus fortunei var.radicans O O
AAey Acer palmatum var. amoenum O O
ATHHI Schizocodon soldanelloides O O
FAN V)= Oreopteris quelpaertensis O
TF Fagus crenata O
IYartA Heterotropa aspera O
FIYNF Stewartia pseudo-camellia O
TR Y Asperella longe-aristata O

TEA Calanthe discolor O

FYIE S Calanthe reflexa O
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tEBHhE CRRITE L CRIRATA SHURELDER) DT F -4 X7 FHOBEKR

i & B (GRAD FRE | KHIER B3 1

Altltud?(m) 190 240 210 220 150 300 230 380 420 180 150 260 280 170 380 460 380 410

Aspoct(’) E SE E E SW N E NWNW SW SW SW SW NW SE NW SE N

. 0 20 0 0 40 0 0 70 70 30 50 50 50 30 30 60 40 O
Slope degree(") 35 35 35 30 30 35 35 35 20 30 35 35 30 35 35 35 40 25 M
Hight of forest(m) 20 20 20 20 20 15 20 20 20 15 20 20 15 20 15 20 20 15 fF

7 HE/ I ER

7 Fagus crenata 1 3 5 3 4 4 56 5 5 3 4 1 1 5 4 5 4 17
Fa'al) Disporum smilacinum 1 4+ + 1 + 1 1 + 1 2 2 2 1 2 + + + 17
EAT A% Aucuba japonica var. borealis 12 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 + 2 2 + 2 + 1 o+ 17
Yay7" Clethra barbinervis + o+ + 0+ 1+ + + 1 2 2 + + + + 1 18
AT Schizophragma hydrangeoides 2 + 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 11 + 1 o+ 1 15
TR H lis japonica var. ot 1 1 1 1+ 1 + 1 2 2 1 1 + 1 1 15
Rias Ao Viburnum wrightii + o+ + 1 1 + + + 1 + + + + + + 15
Yeyny Rhus trichocarpa + L S i+ 1 1 1 + + + 1 15
baca s Sasa palmata 1 5 1 1 4 4 4 1 + 4 3 3 3 2 14
INYEY Skimmia japonica v. intermedia f. repens 1 + + 1 2 1 + 1 1 + 1 1 1 + 14
A7 Quercus mongolica subsp. crispula + 1 2 + 1 2 11 4 1 1 1 1t 2 114
TI Acanthopanax sciadophylloides + 0+ 1 4+ + + 1 + 1 + 4+ 2 1 1 14
bizEss Acer cratasgifolium + o+ 1 4+ o+ o+ 1+ 1 + 13
Jugy’ Lindera umbellata + 1 2 1 1 2 2 11 + 01 + 13
Fhyn' Magnolia salicifolia + 1 + + + + + + + + + + 12
NAZHY Cephalotaxus harringtonia v. nana 12 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 + 1 + 12
NIFIHET Acer japonicum + 1 + 2 + o+ 1+ + o+ o+ o+ 12
ESAES SN Daphniphyllum macropodum var. humile + + o+ o+ + + o+ 2 1 1 11
angF7haz Acer sieboldianum 1 2 1 1 2 1 + 1 1+ + 11
Fryagn'g Lindera obtusiloba + + O T + 1+ + o+ 11
Yod'yy Benthamidia japonica 1+ 1 1 + 1 + + T+ 1 11
VIR Zabelia integrifolia 1 1 2 3 + 3 1 2 + + 01 11
Yok s Meliosma myriantha + 0+ 1 1 + 1 1 1 1 + 10
YPIRH'I7 Prunus grayana + 1 o+ 4 + o+ + + o+ + 10
2%4'23Yn'YYy"  Rhododendron nudipes sub. niphophil + 1 + + + + + 2 1 2 10
ez Vaccinium japonicum + + + 1 1 4+ + 1 + 9
AAATHHS Schizocodon soldanelloides v. magnus 1 2 1 2 2 2 + 1 1 9
Faer Sorbus commixia + 1 o+ o+ + + + + o+ 9
IVAESEN Euonymus lanceolatus + 1 o+t + 0 9
X297 Prunus incisa var. kinkiensis + + + o+ o+ + + + 4+ 9
427 Fagus japonica 1 2 1 2 3 2 1 1 8
137" Carpinus tschonoskii 311 2 1 1 2 1 8
AAE’ Acer palmatum var. amoenum 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 8
Foryg7s% Symplocos coreana + + + + o+ + o+ 8
VINF Euonymus oxyphyllus 11 11 1 2+ 1 8
Y7 ATYF Callicarpa mollis + o+ o+ o+ 1 1 + 8
NGRS Styrax obassia 1 2 + o+ + + + 7
NEAHE Helwingia japonica + 1 1+ 1 1 T 7
b Ve Magnolia hypoleuca + o+ + 1 1 1 + 7
y7v'e )% Sorbus japonica 1 + o+ + 1 1 6
NarZva Carex multifolia + + o+ S 6
AFHEE7 Callicarpa japonica 1+ + o+ + + 6
Yoy kb A Trieyrtis affinis + o+ 4+t + [
ArnAI% Viburnum furcatum + + 4+ + + 5§
PEVIEVAY 54 Heloniopsis orientalis 1 1 + 1 1 5
ALY Viola vaginata 2 + + 1 + [
FIINF Stewartia pseudo-camellia + + 11 1 5
vy Tripetaleia paniculata + + o+ o+ o+ 5
Ihetnaay Polygonatum lasianthum + o+ + + + 5
Vaser Berchemia racemosa + + 1 + o+ 5
ERAVIS SE] Fraxinus lanuginosa f serrata + T + 5
FokT Ry Sorbus gracilis + + + o+ + 8
INNTREE Fraxinus sieboldiana + 1+ 1+ 5
XY IAY Plagiogyria japonica 1 + + + 4
YN Chionographis japonica + + + o+ 4
2253 Nex leucoclada + 0+ 1 4+ 4
w7y Schisandra repanda + + o+ + 4
Y7 Wisteria brachybotrys 1 + 1 + 4
¥Ry BGIY Salvia omerocalyx + 1 + 1 4
TAng' Tlex macropoda 1 1 + 3
A5% AT Acer mono + 1 + 3
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HAX'3979 Menziesia cilicalyx 11 1 3
JRI% Vaccinium hirtum + + o+ 3
YAy Tripterospermum japonicum + + + 3
a2 var e Rhododendron d i v. hond 11 3 3
Irenny Meliosma tenuis + o+ + 3
¥et'r7 Prunus jamasakura 1 1 + 3
kass Zelkova serrata 1 + 1 3
YINYN'T Corylus sieboldiana + - 3
WAy Anemone hepatica var. japonica 1 + 1 3
TA%FY Sorbus alnifolia 1 + 2
br 2% Rhus ambigua + 1 2
M% Aesculus turbinata 1+ 2
ey Pyrrosia linearifolia + 1 2
aval Euonymus alatus f. ciliato-dentatus + o+ 2
Ny Clematis japonica + 1 2
Ayx9’'7 % Polypodium fauriei + 1
N&rE t =) Rubus hakonensis + 1
Ay Carex reinii 1 1
RAEHHER

L% Eurya japonica + 1 1 + + 1 2 + 1 2 1 2 2 + + 1 16
grvER'Y Quercus salicina 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 + + + + 15
Y7'any Ardisia japonica + + + + o+ 1 4+ 11 + + 0+ + 13
ThYF Carpinus laxiflora + 1t 1 1 2 + 1 2 1 3 1 1 12
yuy'E Neolitsea sericea 11 o+ 1+ o+ + 01 + 1 10
VEES Tex pedunculosa + + 1+ 1 1 1 + + 110
Y7UnE Camellia japonica 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 10
FrEhY Torreya nucifera var. radicans 2 1 + 2 + + 1 1 + 10
MaZiZa Ophiopogon japonicus + 1+ 1 1 + + 7
FAAHRT Trachelospermum asiaticum f. intermedium 1 1 2 + + 1+ 7
0% Lyonia ovalifolia var. elliptica + + 1 1 1 + 1 7
(=28 Dryopteris erythrosora + + 1 1 1 1 + 7
T7EE Pieris japonica + o+ 1 1 + 1 2 7
x4 Hedera rhombea + 1+ o+ o+ 5
7Y Castanea crenata 1 + 1+ + 8
24y Castanopsis cuspidata var. sieboldii + 1 + 1 5
E= L Styrax japonicus + o+ + + 4
a7 Quercus serrata 2 1 1 1 4
DINRGIF Abelia spathulata + o+ 1 + 4
Ty Quercus acuta 1 + o+ 3
¥7° )% Machilus thunbergii + o+ 1 3
fenEsy’ Acer palmatum + + 2
A=ntoE Arachniodes simplicior v. major + + 2
IMIAEN R Celastrus orbiculatus + 2

B f+
7% Struthiopteris niponica +# 1 1 + 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 + 1 1 + 1 + 18
YNNG Smilax china + o+ o+ F + o+ + + 4+ + + + + + + 18
IVTINAY Mitchella undulata + 1 + 1 1 + 2 1 2 1 + + + + 1 + 16
FhIVR Evodiopanax innovans + o+ F + 2 + 1 + + 1 1 + 2 1 2 15
TIhTAA Heterotropa kooyana v. rigescens + o+ + o+ 1 1 1+ + + ot 13
450y Hex crenata 11 2 1 1 11 1 1t 1 1 + 12
Loz ya Smilax nipponica 1+ + + o+ 4 + o+ + + o+ 1l
PEVY Cymbidium goeringii + 1 + o+ + 1+ + + 9
BNy Epimedium sempervirens 1 1 1 1 1 1 =+ + + 9
WNTHE Akebia trifoliata L + + 8
Ted Osmunda japonica + 1+ + 0 6
ey’ Rhododendron obtusum v, kaempferi + 1+ 2 4+ + 6
aaza Dumasia truncata + o+ 4+ + + 5
EVAZA Stegnogramma pozoi sub. mollissima 1 0+ + 1 + 5
£I0"Nay Dioscorea septemloba 1+ + + 4
IYYHF Pertya scandens + + 2 1 4
SFIR AV Viola grypoceras + o+ + + 4
Ry Carex morrowii 2 + + 3
FINYOR T Synurus palmatopinnatifidus + + + 3
RV AN Viburnum erosum var. punctatum + + 2
FHIHY Oplismenus undulatifolius v. japonicus + + 2
bRy Festuca parvigluma + + 2
Yo 55y Dryopteris varia var. setosa + 1 2
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1984) ZWALU CCIAKTHRU THMMER L THEBELZEZ2EL, BERGTEEELL THSE
GWERLE, ZL, REBIUEHTEBRKEFT—FZTLAESNTHRNOT, BEiic12
AN 2HE CoMKER L,

INCEDE, WIRWTNS T FHONER I NI S DREHEN TH 28522 THY, 1
EEirgohicaEansg, —F, B SAUEBH S O FEICAIE T S AT B & T
% EWL CI&E BT, LEBHS OFREOWRICIET 5 EE TITES OEFIIR2ED Tk
HBM, WIIEKW, £z, MEFEODESRIEIEL, BESO2NWIE25AED T ENTES, &
KT —FRBEHELBVWINES, THFMIBRET /I DOWTH A THRAIT 275, WI, CI
EHEDNROBETETREINL D,

EHdN, ZOMBIIEENZWE EYETHROMIENICHERETS D 2 & HHERIT X,
REOKFETIEMMERICA > TS &IV A, ZOSERBENEE T FHROGEES LB TX~
HDLRBINLD.

£3 JGHEEMESLUERTOTAFIGRT—4 (1979/1981-2000)

. IR Cl .
i Hh 55 g
B s Jun. Feb. Mar. Apl. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. - Wi SDI/H % L
BN KR 3.1 3.0 65 123 172 214 253 265 219 158  10.6 56 141 1131  -3.9
(GBm) MokR 2332 1985 1362 101 1355 158.3 1754 118.8 238.1 1595 157.3 1723 1983.4 841.8 3.5
HE KA 4.4 4.2 7121 166 205 245 259 219 165 117 7.1 144 1138 -14
(6m) [R/kE: 2556 1731  130.4 1041 127.3 150.1 1641 1214 2499 169 2019 244.8 2106.8 300.1 1.2

E &R 1.3 1.3 44 107 157 199 236 245 20 13.9 8.8 3.8 124 971 9.2
(220m) 7Rt 250.0 2144 1543 106.6 1243 149.7 1869 144 240.1 1614 152.2 194.3 20735 1869.9 7.8

fEd) &R 2.4 2.2 59 118 169 211 247 257 212 151 9.7 48 134 107.1 5.6

(8om) ME7k#E 1022 1107 1135 94 126.1 1727 1817 1286 206.6 117.1  90.1  81.5 1510.4 549.5 2.3
RE MKE 1159 1276 1248 1086 1358 1705 193.6 1445 2286 1211  97.3 89 1664.4 3325 0.6
if"i'lj'ﬁ'gm) MeakB 2939 2043 1455  108.1 1343 1645 202.2  141.1 261 1864 2127 254.2 2313.2 752.4 14
‘X(%sg;:n) SR 3.5 3.3 6.4 11.7 163 204 24.2 253 212 156 109 6.2 13.8 108.2 3.2

(19m) BE/KE 2113 147.3 142 1169 1489 171.6 204.7 137 266.2 1754 2054 2158 2114.5 3825 1.6

Bl &R 4.0 4.0 73 128 175 216 255 268 223 165  11.5 6.8 147 1186 -2.0

(m) BEKE 2005 159.9 1323 1138 1404 1574 2060 117.9 222 1522 1581 177.7 1938.2 2403 1.0
WI (B DI30) : 5°CR Lo i LR EECH T &M Cl GRS DIRH) :5°CLUT 0 A EHRIRE5CE 3 &M

SDI/ A #: CIizCle 7~ ¥ A ORIRE R U4 CLA B CRUABME. HEH,: BERE L 725D/ B #iED %,

IV BEWHRG~EEGTIEERICE (T2 EEMBOEESE SHEE

RETIAE GBI BT DAL T FHOESF M2 ERT DOk > T, AFHTR, TEMlS
~ TR T PR B AR & OBV T R B OB B S A 2 R Y B,

1. SR~ ARILERICH T2 EEREOLEES

B HOKHI LARE DO KB [URE T & ABGAOREE, HAIEOWAED, ZO2HEDRITE
W7sZegize LT (B - IV LKW SARE O A AR 27 )L — &, 1981) . du{E SIS
DEIR=HIH (M4-A) BT DIER TR L E U RH (1982, 1984, 1985, 12E) O—
HOWEZI U0, HiEEICET 22 OKICD &0 &, PEMG ~ M AL Emic BT 5
FEMRHOEBRITROSDOBEIIK 3N (”3),
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1) YHB-REITYEEHK (21,000~12,0004F4T : I HAZERAD)

B L ORI, YHRREEY Y2 EE T HER-HRKFEERET 2 HHENL <D
Ao TV, ZOROGENERTH ORI ST, EHREL TR, W/KEETNCLS
TAAEAD W EERORALS000E/IZREL (MR, 198D, &R & REWEAEDOK
EAUNE < Fro e, WEEID D OEBMEI S NAEHETH S, 2IHLT, L RAFOME
EARMA L, HARKHEEGBRSES KRN E o (ZH, 1985), FHMlicad L, ROD2DD
BRI THAIZ N S RADEILRH - 72,

a. BEOKEIRESH (21,000~18,0004E ) HRICKMOLENTH> EbRARMHTHD
Gz, 1982), EFHERIZBEL D B7T~8CIF LML, WKEDL - 100mihaikcH -7 (K3
M - B, 1981). WHIE - AEYHBIEM OB EWERICMAT, E3I® - AN/ FE2E
DPEHT %, PEZBRLMOLERICE, SRR EMMRAL U (ZH, 1985),

b. BEE{DZCEY (18,000~120004H) VHE - A Y HBEH OEHESRIT 2
LEbiz (M3), “LVE+TVYEFBEBBLICHIFEAEMNT %, OB RRHH%OER L
DI UED &5, 12,0004 OEEESRIZIEL 0 BSCRERK S, KB —50mAhIic
Hore (23 %E - H, 1981). ZOHOEBLORAEFEC T FBADT RS 6 HE
T2 EW, THAREO BRI L RS SITh TR B L TR TR 2 RIE T
% (#H, 1985),

2) FFH (12,000~6,5004E/0 : MESCIREARE A~ FLH4D)

KT 0 12,0004E T E 2 5510, HAKBHOL TS BB - doke - WEHEHE) z2fnicry e
AR, SEELH - AL - DUE Lo P AE 7 SIS HNI T B HEE HARIGRIS (AR,
1962) TH T HEEHIIEMT 2 (ZH, 1985), ZOFHEL, Wk EFICE > TIL5004H]
(Ri1E7, 1980) IiEXIBIBRASWIGIRA 5 b AAEARA LR U2 ER, OHREBIIZS
FBABEORERNSAM U0, HAS BN EEESEN AL L, OWHE L 22T
TS EEBICHER LI EE2RT (K3 ZH, 1982).

a. EEMSEORIE (12,000~85004ER) 12,0004 FEFTHEICABICHALIILY 5 7 TR,
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ABSTRACT

Beech forests characterized by Fagus crenata or F. japonica are distributed at abnormal low al-
titudes, down to 150 meters above sea level, in the northern Tajima district on the Japan Sea
side, southwestern Japan.

The abnormal low-altitudes are investigated to have been resulted from (1) marked lower-
ing of the beech zone in snowy area, (2) large snow depths in the northern Tajima district and
(3) escaping from severe human disturbance since the beginning of agriculture, particularly dur-
ing the high economic growth period.

The following two factors promote the lowering of the beech zone in snowy area: Creeping
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and avalanching of deep snow tend to destroy most small trees, but young beech can endure
through crawling and triangulating their stem profiles. While large animals as hares and serows
feed preferably winter buds and sprouts of deciduous trees, especially of beech, deep snow
cover in the district protects from the browsing of animals. In addition, the large longevity of
beech up to 400 years probably contributes to preserve the lowered distributions.

Deep snow in the district is attributable to the large relief of the Hyonosen mountain mass
behind. The mountain mass elevates the water-saturated winter wind that has traveled over the
warm Japan Sea water from the cooled and dried Asian continent.

Human activities destroyed most of natural forests in Japan, but small human population in
the mountainous northern Tajima district reduced the destructive effects. The spot forests of
beech are thus preserved as relicts of previous one extensive over the district. Many of them
are left to protect villages from slope disasters. The spot forests seem to have potentials to
grow over the snowy area, so that it is not impossible for us to revive them with suitable sup-
ports.






