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Debris Movement and Channel Travelling
in Wild Headwaters of the Sada

by Takenobu Oxumura” Norihiro Korr™ Kenji TAKAHASHI " -

and Hiroyuki Tanicuchr™***

Summary

In autumn of 1977, we started the study on the debris movement or flow on
a talus in Misenzawa, headwaters of the Sada, cutting in Mt. Daisen. However,
just after the start, an event of great interest happened: a debris flow ran
over into the brush and incised a shorter way toward another channel.

Therefore, our researches concentrated upon this event, by a follow-up
survey of the channel configuration during one year, and by an investigation
of the variances in the size characteristics of the gravel déposit, as well as
the vegetative cover growth and damaged trees on the former course.

We recognized, also, through aerialphotographs taken in 1958, 67 and 74,
that such channel travelling occured frequently in the surroundings, associated
with breakings of the talus or blocking of the channels by deposits.

In such wild regions as the headwaters of the Sada, where abundant debris
allow only shallow channels to dissect, even constructions for channel stabi-
lization may cause such blocking and channel travelling, to say nothing of
those built for checking debris or the frontal deposit of debris flows.
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