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Structural Characteristics of Hamlets Based on Farming organizations

— A Case Study of Yoshida Community , Tottori City —

Kazuyuki Mogi* and Masakazu Nagaki**

¥Graduate fram Department of Farm Business Management, Faculty of Agriculture, Tottari lhiversity.
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Farmers cannot operate their farms completely because of aged farm labors
and/or shortage of farm labors. To solve this, many hamlets based on farming
organizations have been established. However, these organizations frequently
tend to dissolve. This may be due to the diversification of the characteristics
and purposes of member farms. Thus, member farmers would not prefer traditional,
tighf and hard organizations characterized by hierarchy features.

This paper presumed that the organization in which member farms are “loosely”
dependent is one of the important structural features for the successful and
durable hamlets based on group farming. From this point of view, we tried to show
how “peer group” type organization, conceptualized by 0.E. Williamson, is a
suitable form of organization. The Yoshida—group farming organization in Tottori
was chosen for the empirical study. This study concluded that the Yoshida—group
farming is a typical peer group type organization. The loose characteristic is
a reason for successful organizations

(Received 27 June 1997)
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