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A Study on “Rural Community reaching the Limit”
of Farm Villages in Tottori Prefecture

A Case Study of 3 Towns and Villages
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"The limited village” is an agricultural settlement where more-than-65-year-old-
population is over 50 percent.

The eastern part of Tottori prefecture has 6 depopulated villages. Hatto, Wakasa,
Mochigase, Saji, Chizu and Aoya villages

Generally, the depopulated villages are changeable into the limited villages
But the 111 agricultural settlements in Tottori prefecture , which were investigated by
the prefecture in 1995, have only few limited villages: one in Fukube village, and two
in Iwami town. ;

On the contrary, the depopulated village SAJI does not have any limited one

Therefore, the limited villages and the depopulated villages are not linked together

We have made an investigation of the three villages Iwai, Fukube and Saji, using the
principles component analysis and cluster analysis

¥e concluded from the investigation that the process to the limited village is
the increase of fulltime farm household and aged people, and then, the increase of
areas quitting cultivation.

This process starts from a rural community that was isolated by other rurals

(Received 24 June 1999)
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