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A Study of Opinions Regarding Forest Problems
in Tottori Prefecture
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Summary

Results of the research of consciousness on the problem of forest and forestry which was
performed for general inhabitants and forest owners in Tottori Prefecture are as follows. In the
case of general inhabitants, @ the function of forest considered as the most important was the
‘prevention of disaster’ (30.5 %) and the ‘security of water resource’ (29.2 %), but the ‘wood
production’ was only 16.0 %. @ Many people (86.1 %) consider that the present forests in our
country are destroyed. @ The majority of causes of destruction was occupied by the ‘resort
development’ (71.0 %) and the ‘industrialization and development of residential lots’ (17.3 %). @
Most of people (79.2) was opposed to the advance of resort development in the future and as the
reason the ‘environmental pollution by agricultural chemicals and others’ (57.2 %) was more.
than the ‘fall of public benefit function. & Most of people (86.4 %) feels that forest resources
are used in excess. & About 80 % of people consider that the present forestry of Japan does
not fulfil the economic function. @ Most of people (84.19%) is opposed to the wood demand
depending on foreign timbers and for the reason the most was ‘we must perform anything to
protect the forestry of our country’ and the next one was ‘be not overlooked owing to the
destruction of foreign forests. ® As to the management of forest, most people (82.9%) consider

that it should not be left to only the forest owners, because forests belong to whole nations. @
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In order to fill up the forest moreover in the future, persons which expect the administrative
organs such as the nation were 43.7 %.

In the case of forest owners, @ as to the function of forest considered as the most important,
the economic function was only 45.9 9% even for forest owners. @ Comparatively many people
(67.4 %) consider that the forests are destroyed. ® In the field of reasons on forest destruction,
the “resort development’ was many (59.6%). @ As to the resort development in the future, the
‘opposite’ was many (68.1 %). As the reason of opposite, the ‘pollution by agricultural chemicals
and others’ was many (58.6 %). ® There are some persons which leave their possessing forests
wholly alone at present, and many persons (71.2 %) perform some work-management. For its
content, the ‘thinning’ was comparatively many.
® The ‘self-working’ was many (59.3 %) in the case that they must work hereafter. @ As to
the reason of persons which do not perform the management of forest, the ‘labor lack’ was 44.
4 96 and ‘not desire to invest in forests’ was 40 %. For the countermeasure on the type of
labor, the ‘rearing of working group’ was 67.7%. @ For the countermeasure on the sort of work
for labor, the ‘rearing of laborer for syliculture’ was comparatively many (46.1%). @ Most
persons (84.1 %) were opposed to the import of foreign timbers. @ For the organs expected to
fillup forests in the future, the ‘administrative organ’ and the ‘forest owner’s cooperative’ were
many. In the case of Tottori Prefecture, as to the problem of forest and forestry the decisive
difference is not found between forest owners and general inhabitants, but common points
rather are pretty found. This fact can be said to be very favorable in the circumstances that the

participation of nations is needed to resolve the coming problem of forest and forestry.
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