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Summary

The purpose of this study is to provid a map of the complex relations between human and wildlife
habitats in rural surroundings. We used questionnaires to collect information from rural residents who
are contact with wildlife. These survey consisted of four parts. The first part focussed on the forest uses
of residents. The second part of the survey looked at villager’s contact with wild animal species, such as
deers, racoon dogs, foxes, weasels, wild monkeys, etc.. The third part asked about the environmental
changes in rural areas. The test area was the village of "Yamagai" in Aogaki-cho in Hyogo Prefecture.
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The data of forest uses and wildlife were plotted on a contour map.
The results of the data analysis show the following:
1)The chances of forest uses by rural residents are on the decrease. The area of forest use was limited
near rural residences. However the chances of contact with wild animals are on the increase.
2)The plotted area of wildlife contact were not only the forest edge, but near local residences, backyards,
the sides of rural roads, rice fields and elsewhere. That is to say, the wild animals were observed at
human living areas.
3)In response to the questionnaires the options of residents were divided on the rural environmental
changes. For some, environmental conditions of rural living were felt to be growing worse while for
others, conditions were felt to be improved. On either side, however, residents notice a high frequency of
contact with wildlife.
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