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Mountain Villages and Wildlife
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Summary

This study provides a map of the complicated environments of behavior and habitat use of wildlife in the
presence of man, and man’s reaction to the presence of wildlife.

A definition of wildlife admitting some variation is "any living thing that is part of a natural ecosystem."
From a historical perspective, wildlife comprises wild animals that are hunted or trapped by man. In the
Japanese islands, wildlife habitats have been adapting to a human-influenced environment for a long
time.

In mountain villages, the decrease in population progressed rapidly from 1960 to 1970, and after that
slowly. At present, agriculture and forestry are inactive in these areas. Further, the rural communities
have come to be composed largely of elderly people. On the other hand, as a result of road
improvements, people in many villages are able to go to working offices in DID areas. This creates
rising possibilities of the return of the younger generation and an increase of permanent residents.
However, lifestyles have already urbanized in rural communities. The agricultural and forestry use of
land is retreating every year. So it is difficult to conserve the human environment in co-existence with
wildlife.

According to the urban perspective, mountain villages are considered to be wilderness areas in Japan.
But in North America, "wilderness"” is an area of land generally greater than 1000 ha that predominantly
retains its natural character and on which the impact of man is transitory and, in the long run,
substantially unnoticeable.

The important point that requires clarification is the circumstances of human habitats in the presence of
wildlife. In this study, we did a survey of residents in mountain villages who are in contact with wildlife.
The questionaire consisted of two parts of mapping data. The first part focussed on the forest uses of the
residents, such as gathering forest products, mushrooms, mast, wild vegetation, wild flowers, fuelwood,
etc. as well as forest work such as planting trees, brush cutting, pruning, thinning, etc, all of which was
mapped onto a gathering or working area map. The second part of the survey looked at villager’s contact
with wild animal species, such as racoon dogs, foxes, weasels, wild boars, white collar bears, wild
monkeys, etc.. These were mapped to show the points of intersection.

The test area was a village "Tukuyone" in Wakasa-cho in Tottori Prefecture. All the data was plotted on
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the land use map with contour lines.

The results of the mapping show the following:

1)The area of forest use is limited near farms, ski slopes or forest utilization roads.

2)The plotted area of wildlife contact was noticeably more than the forest use area. This area ranged
from the forest edge to rural residences.

3)These points of wildlife contact are arround rural residences, the sides of rural roads, rice fields, tree
planted sites, etc.. Formerly these areas were human living areas and non wildlife-influenced
environments.

MIn particular, it was found that the plotted points were distributed on the edge of land use types,
between woodlands and rice fields, residences and farm land, etc..

The future direction of this study will consider the complex relations between human and wildlife or
wilderness species habitats, including further collecting and plotting of map data.
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