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ABSTRACT

The research is a study of male working class pronunciation in the Rhondda , part of
the ‘Valleys’ area of South East Wales. It encompasses both segmental and supra-

segmental (prosodic) phonology.

The segmental analysis is primarily auditory although it has some supporting acoustic
detail. It examines the consonant and vowel systems of Rhondda Valleys English
(RVE), with phonetic realizations and lexical incidence. Comparisons with British
R.P. are made and similarities with neighbouring varieties of English (e.g. the West

Country) and the Welsh Language are observed.

The suprasegmental (prosodic) analysis is of spontaneous conversational data, and is
auditory and instrumental. The phonology of RVE intonation is described mainly via
a system of intonation phrases (IPs), accents, and terminal tones. IP tunes (overall
contours) are observed to contain accent profiles whose pitch obtrusions to the
stressed syllable are, in the majority of cases, downwards and whose initial pitch
movement from the stressed syllable is rising in over 80% of final accents and final
accents. A large majority of IP terminal tones in the data are ultimately rising. Aspects
of length and rhythm are examined. Evidence is found of rhythmic organization,

e.g. of alternation between strong and weak beats. Strongly accented syllables can be
accompanied either by lengthening of the vowel, or by shortening of the vowel with
lengthening of the succeeding consonant. Which of these two strategies is adopted by
the speaker depends partly on the vowel and partly on how the speaker syliabifies the
word. The final ‘weak’ syllable of an IP may be phonetically stronger (with greater
duration, envelope amplitude and pitch prominence) than the accented penult. Several
of the prosodic features of RVE are found to bear strong influence from the Welsh

Language.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. Aims

1.1.1. Aim of research

The research aims to give an account of the main segmental and suprasegmental

Sfeatures of Rhondda Valleys English (RVE) male working-class pronunciation.

1.1.2. Discussion of aim

It concerns itself with working-class speech because it is interested mainly in a
description of the features comprising the broader end of the RVE dialect spectrum.
The targeting of working class speech holds the additional significance that it is

representative of a large proportion of the Rhondda population.’

Dialect studies have traditionally concentrated on rural speech, felt to have more
indigenous roots and greater stability than that of urban communities. To target the
small rural community in the Rhondda would, however, be representative of only a
tiny proportion of the total population - the Rhondda has been overwhelmingly
urban since the mid 19th century. The present study focuses, instead, on the urban

dialect of the Rhondda, despite its recent origin.

The research attempts to describe suprasegmental (prosodic) as well as segmental
features. A powerful impression of a S.E. Wales Valleys accent is that it is 'tuneful’
or 'sing-song', and to omit a description of its prosody would be to neglect possibly

the most striking feature of RVE.

1.1.3. Objectives

Specific objectives of the research will be to
1. make an inventory of RVE vowel and consonant phonemes
2. make observations concerning their lexical distribution
3. describe their most typical phonetic realizations.
4. describe the main prosodic forms of RVE

5. account for the melody (overall intonational tunes) of RVE
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1.2. The Rhondda Valleys

1.2.1. Geographical Description
The South Eastern Valleys are a heavily populated area of Wales whose industrial

development preceded the growth of coastal settlements such as Cardiff and

Newport.

The Rhondda

Fig 1.2.1 A map of the Rhondda, showing the main settlements.

‘The Rhondda’ takes its name from the river Rhondda , a tributary of*the Taff.
Traveling northwards from the coast, one reaches its junction with the Taff at

Pontypridd, a mere 10 miles (16km) northwards from the outskirts of Cardiff.

From Pontypridd, the Rhondda extends north-westwards as a single valley for 3
miles or so to Porth (see fig. 1.2.1), where it splits into two steep sided valleys,

the Rhondda Fawr (big Rhondda) and Rhondda Fach ( small Rhondda), which run
almost parallel with each other deep into the highlands of Glamorgan.
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Being surrounded by mountainous countryside, the Valleys have been
comparatively isolated from surrounding areas. Other than the rail and road links
along the valley bottoms to Pontypridd, communication with neighbouring valleys
is by climbing mountain roads, once winding tracks, passing the highest points in

the County of Glamorgan.

1.2.2. An urban area

The Rhondda was a sparsely populated rural area at the start of the 19th century.
"How Green Was my Valley' aptly describes the Rhondda of that time.> Malkin, B.
(1803. Quoted in Lewis, E.D. 1958: 14) wrote of the Parish of Ystradyfodwg in
which the bulk of Rhondda lay:

Hereabouts and for some miles to come there is a degree of
luxuriance in the valley .The contrast of the meadows, rich and
verdant, with mountains the most wild and romantic surrounding
them on every side, is in the highest degree picturesque.

Then, from the mid 19th century the coal boom started. Coal-mines, tips and
general urban sprawl spread to cover almost every available piece of building land
along the valley bottoms and sides, with only local knowledge to tell when one

passed from one township to another.

The isolation imposed by the mountainous topography, the continuous urbanization
from end to end of each valley and the omnipresence of coal-mining with its unique
comradeship led to an unusual closeness of community in the Rhondda Valleys.
This could be encountered in the strong neighbourliness found in the terraced
streets, in the communal activities centred around chapels, choirs, cooperative
societies, Miners' Welfare Halls and Clubs, and in the wide followings attracted by
sports like soccer, rugby and boxing. Such closeness of community helped to
absorb the inwards torrent of migrants and to shape a common cultural and social
identity. This closeness of community still survives in the Rhondda today, despite

the economic blows suffered through the extinction of the coal industry.
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At least until the turn of the century, the bulk of the influx of population came from
elsewhere in Wales. This was mostly from S.E. Wales, including nearby valleys
such as the older mining areas of Merthyr and Aberdare ; but from about 1881 -
with the improvement of the railway system - South West Wales became a major
source of migration to the Rhondda, with large numbers of immigrants from the
Counties of Carmarthenshire, Pembroke and Cardiganshire. Migrants also came
from more distant areas in Wales such as Montgomeryshire in the 1860's, and
during the early years of the 20th Century from the depressed lead and slate mining
areas of North Wales.

As well as from other part of Wales, there was migration from England and from
further afield. The 1891 Census, for example, reveals that a considerable number of
Rhondda inhabitants had been born in the West of England, coming especially from
Somerset and Gloucestershire, including from the Forest of Dean with its own coal-
mining industry just over the border. Migration also took place from the West
Midlands, including neighbouring Herefordshire, and from many other parts of
England. There were migrants, too, from Scotland, from Ireland and even from
outside Britain as Italian restaurant /cafe-keepers and Chinese laundrymen joined

the throng of newcomers.

1.2.4 Waelsh language speaking

The population up to 1851 was Welsh-speaking. According to Wood, J. (1813.
Quoted in Lewis, C. 1975: 180)

The Ronda Vawr and the Ronda Vechan ...take their origin in the
wildest region of Glamorgan, where the English Language is scarcely
heard

Little is known about the variety of Welsh spoken, known as 'tafodiath gwyr y
Gloran' , the 'Gloran Dialect' (Lewis, C. 1975: 180). It may be assumed that it was
related to the varieties spoken in nearby south-eastern valleys and as such a branch
of southern Welsh. The nearest dialect for which a detailed description exists is that

of Nantgarw, 2 miles down the Taff Valley from Pontypridd ( Thomas, C. 1961).
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encountered in the names of towns, streets, in bi-lingual signs and notices, and
heard from time to time when spoken by elderly relatives, when visiting more
Welsh-speaking parts of Wales, when public platform speeches are given
bilingually or when watching the occasional programme - e.g. coverage of local

rugby matches- on TV Channel 4 Cymru.

Rhondda Borough Wards 1991

The Rhondda:

Ward Populations
Treherbent
pop: 6,832
11.2%
Maerdy
pop: 4,082
8.49%
Ferndale
pop: 4,678
0.5
Treorchy
pop: 7848
J23% Yetrud Tylorstowwn
Y pop: 7102
PR
J“\'nypm [\ .

Pop: 2479

Cwo Clydach
N \ pop: 3,307
£.0%

Fig 1.2.4(b) The population and proportion of Welsh speakers in Rhondda Borough Wards, 1991

1.2.5 Influence from England

English in South East Wales has been open to influence from two different dialect
areas : the southern Midlands and the West Country of England. Clear similarities
are found between areas of Gwent and cross-border areas of Herefordshire and
Gloucestershire (see 3.10.3 and 3.13.2), and between South Gower and cross-

channel areas of Somerset and Devon ( see 3.10.3). It has also been assumed that
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the English of Cardiff and the easternmost coastal area of South Wales (see 1.3.3.1)

has long been subject to influence from England .

It might be expected that such influence would extend into the SE Wales Valleys,
since these areas of England were, in addition to being geographically close, the
source of a large inwards flow of migrants. In the early days, the strength of local
community (see 1.2.2) seems to have substantially absorbed newcomers
linguistically as well as socially, and a report of the Welsh Land Commission

(1896: 176), which was made at the height of the coal boom could assert as follows:

It might have been expected that in the Rhondda Valleys, which is
practically given over to the coal industry, a cosmopolitan population
might have been found. That is not the case; speaking broadly, the
characteristics of Welsh life, its Nonconformist development, the
habitual use of the Welsh Language and the prevalence of the Welsh
type of character are as marked as in the rural districts of Wales.

As the 20™ century progressed, however, and the use of English spread in the
Valleys of South East Wales, it may not be discounted that a degree of influence

from neighbouring varieties in England has taken place.

1.2.6 English : a taught language

Another potential source of influence on the phonology of RVE was that of
teachers in the classroom. English was, for the first generation of speakers, a
language that was learnt from the classrooms rather than the home and the streets.
The speaking of English was rigidly enforced within the school perimeter as a
matter of educational policy. Lewis, C. (1975, 209-15) describes a typical practice
in the Rhondda during those days :

Some schoolmasters during this period made frequent use of the so-
called "Welsh Not', a small piece of wood or cardboard, which was
placed around the neck of any child heard speaking Welsh in school.
This was passed from one 'guilty’ pupil to another during the course
of the week, and the child who happened to be wearing it on Friday
afternoon was severely punished.

The models of ‘correct English’ for these children, often the only models, were
those of their school-teachers. Being, no doubt, conscientious members of their
profession, their models approximated to the standard English forms of the day,

including use of non-rhotic pronunciations (see 2.6.7). *

23



As English replaced Welsh as the language of the home and street, other less
exacting models of English were available for the young, but we may surmise that
something of the teacher-taught English, with emphasis on correct forms of

pronunciation, remained in the dialect.

1.3 South East Wales English : a conspectus

The principal studies of Welsh English referred to by the researcher are as follows:

1.3.1 Port Talbot English

In two articles, Connolly (1981, 1990) examines the pronunciation of working-class
speech in Port Talbot. The variety of English found there is claimed by him to be
similar to that in the neighbouring areas of Neath and Swansea, and thus to be
broadly representative of West Glamorgan (see fig. 1.3.3.1). This area is
geographically adjacent to the S.E. Wales Valleys and shares a similar history of
rapid industrial and population growth.

1.3.1.1 Consonants

The consonant system for Port Talbot English (PTE) is similar to that of RP.

Features commented on by Connolly include :

o realizations of prevocalic /T /are usually by a tap, although rolls and

approximants are also heard

0 non-prevocalic /r/is generally absent, although /ar /is sometimes used
rather than /@ : / in some words, e.g. work

0 aspiration of fortis plosives is strong relative to RP

0 there may be a lengthening of consonants when following an accented

vowel (see 4.11.10.2 & 4.11.10.10)

Q consonants are subject to assimilation and elision as in RP
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o glottal realizations of /t/ are not common

o the Welsh Language consonants /x/(e.g. in Taibach, Clydach) and
/%/(e.g. in Llanelli, Llantrisant) are correctly pronounced, i.e. not
generally 'anglicized' as in Cardiff English (see 1.3.3.2)

o there is no /m/phoneme in words such as which, wheel

o /1/ is said to be clear in all environments

o /1In/is widely used instead of /IpQ/ in present participle -ing inflexions

a /h/ is often omitted

1.3.1.2 Vowels

Connolly describes the vowel system of PTE as consisting of:

1. six checked monophthongs (one fewer than RP)

/x/kit, [e/dress, /a/trap,
/v/lot, /u/foot, /o/strut
g The RP contrast between /A/and /a/ is said not to exist in PTE, with the
merged vowel phonemized as / o/, half-open when stressed and perhaps

slightly closer when unstressed.

o The short front vowels are more open than their RP equivalents and
phonemized as /a/(compared to RP /&/), and /£ / (compared to RP
/e’).

2. eight free monophthongs (three more than RP)

/i:/fleece /e:/face /[e:/square /a:/palm
/D /thought /0:/goat /u:/goose /@:/nurse
o Where RP has /au/, Connolly states that PTE has two vowels: /ou/

occurs where the vowel is spelled with a digraph whose second element is

u or w (thus in shoulder, shows), and generally before /1 /. The

monophthong /o0:/ is found in all other cases ( e.g. sole, home).
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Q RP /o:/indawn, fall etc is described as being more open in PTE and is
phonemized as /o /. /0 /is sometimes used in words with or
spellings: where the /r/is followed by another vowel e.g. chorus, glory

and in certain monosyllabic words e.g. torn, pork, sport, force.

0 Where RP has /ex/, PTE again has two vowels: /eI /occurs generally
where the vowel is spelled with a digraph whose second element is i or y
(e.g. in mail, plays), in word-final position (e.g. in ballet), before a vowel
(e.g. in chaos), in -ation endings (e.g. station, celebration) and generally
before nasals (e.g. danger, chamber). The monophthong /e : /is found in

all other cases ( e.g. make, donate, great).

0 InPTE /a:/is realized as a front vowel compared to the backed RP

/az:/, so that the difference from /a/is primarily one of length only.

0 ForRP /3:/(e.g. in nurse, church) PTE has /@: /, described as being

rounded, front or central and half-close or slightly lower.
o PTE /i:/ and /u:/are closer than in RP.
3. six diphthongs (two fewer than RP)
/ex/play, [/DI/choice, [AI/price,
/1U/knew, /avu/mouth, /ou/know
0 PTEhas /u:/in food, group etc but /1u/, a falling diphthong, in all ew
spellings, e.g. new, blew and in all u spellings, e.g. amuse, imbue, juice,
except (generally) when preceded by r, e.g. crude, cruise, and in some

cases where preceded by /1/, e.g. blue, flute.

o ForRP /ax/,PTEhas /AI/, except in a small set of words that includes
aye, Dai. This yields a very small set of contrasts such as eye /I vs aye,

and die / dye vs Dai.

O There are no centring diphthongs in PTE : in near, fear, idea etc words,

instead of RP /18/, PTE has disyllabic /i:8/; and in serial, weary,

really etc it has monophthongal /i:/
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- instead of RP /ua/ in doer, sure etc, PTE generally has disyllabic

/uza/
- instead of RP /€8/in square, rarely etc, PTE has monophthongal /€: /.

a For the diphthongs in price, fight etc (RP /ax1/) and in mouth, town etc
(RP /au/), PTE has half-open, central or central-to-back starting points.

They are phonemized as /AT/ and /au/respectively.

o The diphthong in choice, toys etc has a more open starting point than in

RP, and is given the symbol /0I/.

Concerning lexical distribution of /a/ vs /a:/:

o The short vowel is generally selected when followed by a consonant cluster

introduced by a nasal e.g. in dance, sample

a The short vowel is more common when followed by a fortis fricative, but

lexical incidence is said not to follow any simple pattern, for example:

- whereas past, gasp have /a/, last, ghastly have /a:/
- whereas graph, daft have /a/, laugh(ter) has /a:/
- whereas lath has /a/, bath has /a:/.

a The long vowel /a: /is found in man, bag ,and in bad where the meaning

in ‘11l’.

1.3.2 Abercrave English

In this study, Tench (1990) looks at the segmental and supra-segmental phonology
of the small town of Abercrave in the upper Swansea Valley near the Brecon
Beacons, and at the edge of the S.E. Wales region . The study is of interest because
the area has a stronger Welsh language influence than the Swansea-Neath-Port
Talbot areas. According to Tench (op cit: 130), Abercrave was entirely Welsh-

speaking until the Second World War.
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The points of difference from Port-Talbot English (PTE), in some cases apparently

reflecting the greater influence of the Welsh language, are as follows :

The Welsh language consonants that are in every day use for proper nouns etc
include ( in additionto /%, x/) /r/ in Rhys, Rhigos etc ; Tench observes that

this is even often found in the word right when used as a discourse marker.

There is a tendency for voiced fricatives to be voiceless in certain cases, €.g. :
0 /s/ issaidto regularly replace /z/in -es morphemes, e.g. fomatoes
a /©/ replaces /8/ in paths, mouths, baths

Assimilation and elision of /t, d/ occurs to a lesser extent than in RP and PTE °
e.g. Tench found that /t /was released in department, rat cage and soft wood and
/d/was retained in binds, headmaster and old boy .

As in PTE , there is no phonemic distinction between /A/and /a/, but the

merged vowel is phonemized as / a/rather the /o/0of PTE , Tench stating
that 'the latter is confined to unaccented syllables and the former to accented' .

Asin PTE (see 1.3.1.2), the vowels /e:/and /ei/ are described as contrasting

in pairs such as waste ; waist and place ; plays , but it is claimed that there are
fewer exceptions than in PTE : for instance /e: /not /ei/ is used before a
nasal e.g. in range, strange , and in -ation endings e.g. station, population.

Unrounded /3:/ is found in nurse, church etc , rather than the rounded /o : /of

PTE .

The diphthong in price, die etc is transcribed as /ai/ rather than PTE /az1/,

i.e. there is a more open starting point and closer finishing point ; with the

result that pairs like Dai/die ; aye/eye are said by Tench not to contrast .

In words of the BATH lexical set, it is claimed that only the short vowel /a/
is found, both in the environment of a following voiceless fricative (e.g. grass,
passed, fast, master, bath, laugh, aﬁer) and of a following cluster beginning with

a nasal (e.g. dance, demand, example).
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Tench makes no reference to presence of rhoticity, other than to observe that the

distribution of /r/is the same as in RP.

1.3.3 Cardiff English

Cardiff is about the same distance 'as the crow flies' as the Port-Talbot, Neath &
Swansea urban area from the Rhondda, but is much more easily reached - down the
Valleys to the junction of the Rhondda with the Taff at Pontypridd, and then less
than 10 miles (16 km) down the Taff Valley to the outskirts of Cardiff.

SOUTH-EAST WALES

‘
%
= o Abergavensy TN

-, -

3 Ebbw Vale\g———.

Barn:
*

staple .
C SOMERSET
/\4/4 pEvon'
Taunton

Fig 1.3.3.1 A map of S.E.-Wales.

Cardiff English (CE) is relatively well researched, for example by Mees (1983),
Lediard (1977) and Coupland (1988), Collins & Mees (1990). The term is generally
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used to refer to the variety of English found in the coastal plain area of S.E. Wales
in and around Cardiff and Newport  (fig. 1.3.3.1). These cities share a similar
timetable of industrial and rapid population growth to the S.E. Wales valleys. The
population of Cardiff was only 1,870 in 1801, and had grown to 182,000 in 1911
(Census figures). Unlike the S.E.Valleys, however, there was already a well-
established, English speech-community in the area before the beginning of the
industrial era. Collins, B. and Mees, 1. (1990: 87) comment thus:

The low-lying coastal region of south-east Glamorgan and south-
west Gwent has in all likelihood been largely English-speaking for
more than 500 years. Probably, as a resuit of this, the speech of these
areas differs considerably from the neighbouring accents of the south
Wales valleys region.

They go on to quote 'lay judgement' that the indigenous English of this coastal area
'shares many phonetic/phonological features with the accents of the English

Severnside area of Gloucestershire, Avon and Somerset.'

A further difference revealed by the 1911 census is that a clear majority of those
not born in Cardiff had migrated from outside Wales - amounting to a considerably

greater anglicization of population than occurred in the Valleys

1.3.3.2. Consonants

The main features of CE consonants, as described by Collins,B. and Mees, I. (1990:
89-92), are as follows :

o Rhoticism is said to be completely absent, although intrusive /r/is commonly

found (e.g. in drawing / 'dra:rin/).

0 The most common realization of /T /is a post-alveolar approximant. A tapped
[ r] is also heard, particularly intervocalically, where it is described to be
articulated with a larger portion of the tongue and to be of longer duration than

RP, sounding like the voiced /t /(see below).

0 CE exhibits a clear-dark /1/allophonic patterning.
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In -ing suffixes, /n/generally replaces /1/ e.g. singing [stpin]. The
morpheme -thing in something , nothing etc, however, is sometimes heard as

[-61pk], i.e. with velar plosive phonetically present.

Initial /p, t,k/are said to be strongly aspirated, with tendency to affrication,

in stressed syllables.
Frication in initial /s, z/tends to be stronger than in RP.

The sequences /tj/ and /dj/ asin tfune, due etc may be rendered as

/tfu:n/and /dzu:/.

Intervocalic voiced /t/as in better, hospital is commonly realized as a long

tapped [ r J(see /T /above).

Final lenis fricatives, particularly /z/(e.g. in plays), may be 'strikingly

devoiced'.

Glottaling is found, e.g. /ittle as [ 1121 ] and kitten as [ K12n ]. but is said not

to be common in the most conservative forms of CE - the implication being

that this is an innovation.

/h/dropping is common and socially sensitive; [ ¢ ] is sometimes heard as a

hyper-correction e.g. in Auman [ '¢u:man].

CE is observed to exhibit extensive assimilation and elision : Elision is

commonly found
= ofinitial /8/ (e.g. in that, there)
* offinal /t,d/, preconsonantly (e.g. but we [be wi: ]. about four
[e'bau'fa:]); and sometimes prepausally e.g. that's right
['as 'rar]
= sometimes of /t/ in final /-nt/clusters e.g. went up [ 'wen ' op]

= occasionally of /r/in intervocalic position e.g. very [ve 1 i: ].



0 Welsh Language /%, x/are included as marginal consonants in the system, but

it is stated that they are only used by people with 'Welsh-speaking backgrounds
or those with strong feelings of Welsh language loyalty'.7

1.3.3.3 Vowels

Cardiff English vowels, as described by Collins, B. and Mees, 1. (1990: 92-8), show

only the following significant systemic differences from RP :

o RP /o/and /A/are represented by a single merged vowel in CE , phonemized
as /o/. Realization of the stressed version in words of the STRUT lexical set

(see Appendix 5, p 393) covers 'a wide area of vowel space' but is 'strikingly

closer' than RP /A/.
0 There are no centring diphthongs:

- RP /1o/ isusually represented in the stressed vowels of beer, idea
etc as the disyllabic sequence /i:a/ . In a small set of words
including near, mere, / j@: /is sometimes heard ; here, hear, year and

ear are all homophonous as / jo: /.
- RP /e8/ (e.g. in square, aerial )is /£ /% .

- RP /ue-0:/ (e.g. in tour, your, assure) has either the disyllabic

sequence /u:a/,orhas /a:/.

Vowel realizations in CE are said to include the following features:

0 The front short vowels /I, £, a/are generally more open than their
counterparts in RP.
a The back short vowels are phonemized as /a/( e.g. inlot, cloth), /¥/ (e.g. in

foot, good), and the long vowel /A : /(e.g. in thought, north). They are

described as less rounded and more centralized than their equivalents in RP.

o The vowel /a: /is fronted, may be raised as high as [&:], and is often

accompanied by a degree of nasalization - forming one of the most

stereotypical and socially sensitive features of CE.
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Among distributional features it is stated that

g In asmall number of words of the TRAP lexical set (see Appendix 5, p 392)
e.g. man, mad, bad, bag, there is a lengthening of the short vowel /a/. Some
commentators e.g. Lediard, J. (1977: 264) describe this in terms of transfer to

the long vowel /a: /(asin palm, start).

o Inthe BATH set of words (see Appendix 5, p 393), a short vowel is preferred
in the environment of a following consonant cluster starting with a nasal (e.g.

dance) and a long vowel before fricatives (e.g. class, laugh).
1.3.34

How 'Welsh' is Cardiff English ? Collins, B. and Mees, 1. (1990: 87-8) report that a
frequent reaction of people encountering the accent for the first time is that it does
not seem to resemble a 'proper Welsh accent' at all, citing in particular the absence

of the so-called "lilting" intonation tunes.

Nevertheless, Cardiff English seems to share the following segmental phonological

features with other varieties of S.E. Wales English :

o  Non-rhoticity: a feature shared with both Port Talbot / West Glamorgan
English (PTE) and Abercrave English.

o Strong aspiration of /p, t, K/: a characteristic of both PTE and Abercrave
English, and of Welsh (c.f. Jones, C. 1961: 45-56 ; Jones, G. 1984: 42).

0 Strong initial frication, e.g. of /f, s/ : a feature found in Welsh 2

0 Devoicing of final lenis fricatives especially of /z/: a feature that is reported

for the 'Welsh' English variety of Abercrave, but also for London English. 10

o Lack of centring diphthongs: a characteristic of the Welsh language itself as
well as of both PTE and Abercrave English.

2 Lengthened /a/in certain words of the TRAP lexical set ( see Appendix 5,
p 392 ): a feature found in PTE and in West Country English."!

o The strong tendency in words of the BATH lexical set (see Appendix 5, p 393 )
to select the short vowel in clusters beginning with a nasal : a feature, as seen,

reported for PTE and Abercrave English, and also occurring in Welsh 12

34



o Lack of contrast between /A, 8/: a feature reported for PTE and for Abercrave

English, but also possibly existing in West Country English.'?

A central starting point for the PRICE and MOUTH vowels (see Appendix 5 p
397-8): a feature also found in PTE. 14

The rounded NURSE vowel /@ : /: a feature shared with PTE and also widely
recorded in SAWD, although it is not found in the 'more Welsh' Abercrave
English, nor in the Welsh Language itself.

By contrast, the following features of CE appear not to have counterparts in other

South East Wales accents of English :

Clear-dark /1/ patterning: in accounts of other S. Wales English Accents (e.g.

PTE and Abercrave English), /1 /is reported to be always clear, as is the case
in the Welsh Language.'

Initial /p, t,k/ being accompanied not only by strong aspiration, but by
affrication: this has not been observed in other Welsh English accents, but is

reported for London English.'®

Occurrences of glottaling of intervocalic /p, t, k/: this is not observed in

PTE or in Abercrave English, but is (again) found in London English.

A voiced realization of intervocalic /1t /: this is not observed in PTE or

Abercrave English, and is only rarely recorded in SAWD (see 1.3.4.2) , but is

found in areas of the West country, including Bristol. !®

The morpheme -thing in something , nothing etc being sometimes heard as
[-6xpk]: this is not observed in other studies of S.E. Wales English, although
it is found in London, Liverpool and the West Midlands. !’

Amount of assimilation and elision: this appears to be more extensive than
found in PTE, and runs strongly counter to the more "Welsh' accent of

Abercrave English (see 1.3.2).

Unrounded back-vowels: this is not apparently found anywhere in S.E. Wales
outside Cardiff English, although it is reported in parts of the West Country.®
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» The fronted long /a: /tending to nazalization and with raised variants : in other

varieties of Welsh English the vowel is reported to be fully open, although the

picture for the Welsh language itself is less clear. 20

In summary, Cardiff English shares several features of segmental phonology with
other varieties of S.E. Wales English, but exhibits other features - some shared with
West Country English and some with London English - which have not, so far,
been observed in other studies of Welsh English. The present study of Rhondda
Valleys English is an opportunity to cast more light on this situation.

1.3.4 The Survey of Anglo-Welsh Dialects
1.3.4.1

The fourth main study of South Wales English consulted was the survey of Anglo-
Welsh Dialects (SAWD) (ed. Parry: 1977). This was begun in 1968 as an extension
of the Survey of English Dialects (SED) (1962-71), and was carried out under the
direction of David Parry of the University of Wales, Swansea. Volume I covered
forty-seven localities in the area of S.E Wales, extending from Gower and the
Swansea Valley in the West to Gwent in the East, and from the coast in the South to
Radnor in the North.

The Survey sets out to record conservative forms of pronunciation, lexis, syntax
and morphology in the area. Informants were all in the over 60's age group, usually

numbered 3 or 4 per location and were to be "ideally ... from rural locations"

( Parry, D. ob cit: 1-2). Cities / towns such as Cardiff, Newport, Bridgend,
Swansea, Port Talbot and Neath were therefore not included. The type of

phonological analysis aims at phonetic rather than phonemic description.
1.342
Among the findings are :

o Rhotic pronunciations are found along the border with Gloucestershire and
Herefordshire and also in South Gower, all clearly attributable to influence from

England.
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Voiced /1t /is not recorded anywhere in S.E. Wales, except possibly in Gower

where intervocalic /t /pronunciations with [d] e.g. for daughter, forty are

recorded.

A rounded NURSE vowel, e.g. in hearse, birch, church, is found in all the

counties surveyed. It is more common than an unrounded one everywhere in
S. E. Wales except western (more "Welsh') regions of Powys and Gower.

A short BATH vowel where followed by a cluster beginning with a nasal, e.g.
aunt, branch (see Appendix 5, p 393), is more common than a long vowel
everywhere in S.E. Wales except the easternmost areas of Gwent and Gower.
Where followed by a fricative, a long vowel is more common in all areas for the
words draught and laughing. For the word grass, however, the situation is
more mixed: the long vowel is more common in most areas but it is the short

vowel that predominates in western ('Welsh') areas of Powys.

The quality of /a:/ is reported as generally a fronted [a: ] , except in
Western ('Welsh') areas of Powys and Gower where centralized realizations are

recorded [&:~& 1 ].

Instances of lengthening of /a/ in the word man are recorded in all the

counties.

Instances of /1u/in the word fune are reported from all the counties, and it is
the predominant representation in Mid Glamorgan (in which the Rhondda

Valleys are situated.)

Starting points for the diphthongs in the PRICE and MOUTH lexical sets are
reported to be mainly central, but more open realizations are also recorded
throughout the counties.

SAWD throughout S.E. Wales consistently transcribes stressed STRUT words
with a raised [ 4 ], as opposed to the more open STRUT realization of

[~ A ]inRP (Gimson, A. revised Cruttenden, A. 1994:105).
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1.3.5 Welsh National Folk Museum, St Ffagans.

The researcher was given access to archive recordings of Rhondda Valleys speech
made in the 1980's and stored in the Welsh Folk Museum at St Ffagans. These
consisted of interviews carried out with elderly informants who had either been
permanently resident in the Rhondda or had lived there for all but a very small

number of years.

The researcher was able to listen to three recordings as a pilot study of Rhondda
Valleys English (RVE). Each was of approximately twenty minutes duration, two
of male informants and one of a female informant. Notes were made of vowel and
consonant realizations, of lexical distribution of phonemes and of a range of

prosodic phenomena.

Insights gained from this small sample of Rhondda Valleys English (RVE)
included the following features:

a For words of the FACE lexical set (see Appendix 5, p 395), the monophthong
/e:/was heard in great, taking, brigade, trade, estate, occasion ; a diphthong
was heard in play, today, train.

a For words of the GOAT lexical set (see Appendix 5, p 396), the monophthong
/0:/ was heard in programme, coal, soda, explosion, road, closed, home,

boat, ago; a diphthong was heard in know, slow.

o The monophthong /¢ : /was used for words of the SQUARE lexical set (see
Appendix 5, p 398), e.g. in by there, scared.

a [zu] rather than [ ju: Joccurred in few, suet, use [Tuz].

o With words of the BATH lexical set, short /a/ was consistently used in the

environment of a following cluster starting with a nasal e.g. aunt, answer,
dancing, but both long and short vowels were heard in the environment of a
following fricative: e.g. passing, laughed, bath, Bath (the town) were with the

long vowel, while castle, vast, after were with the short vowel.

o Along [a:] was heard in bad, faggots from the TRAP lexical set (see
Appendix 5, p 392).
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Rhoticity was, occasionally used by two of the three subjects, e.g. in for?y,
Porth, port.

Lengthening of consonants was heard following stressed short vowels e.g. in
castle [kas 1], happy, records, doctors, saucepan [ sSps*pan], bully,

roughs, busses, country, fusty and in the words grease, beautiful, player, spoilt

work, thirty were pronounced with an unrounded vowel [ 3: ]; the words here

and hear were generally / jo:/.

The PRICE vowel was generally pronounced with a more central starting point
than in RP [A1], but a vowel with a more open start was also heard, e.g. in the

pronunciation of the final syllable of the place name Penygraig.

/T /was commonly trilled in stressed syllable position.

/h/was present in the phonemic inventory of the informants, but frequently

dropped.

Words of the NEAR set like beer , dear were generally pronounced with

disyllabic sequences [1: (j)e]; reared was heard as [re:d].

Unstressed final syllables consistently had a fuller vowel quality than in R.P,

e.g. soda was pronounced [so:de].
/z/was unvoiced in the word closed.

[ £ ] was heard in the word right.

1.3.6 The Welsh Language.

In order to compare phonological features of S.E. Wales English - and of Rhondda

Valleys English in particular - with the Welsh language, the following main

sources of information on South Wales Welsh were consulted :

The Welsh Dialect of Nantgarw - Thomas, C. (1961).

Since Nantgarw lies only 3 miles from the mouth of the Rhondda at Pontypridd and

since there is no comprehensive description of Welsh phonology in the Rhondda

itself, the account is of particular interest.

39



2. Welsh Phonology - ed Ball, M. and Jones, G. (1984).
» The Distinctive Vowels and Consonants of Welsh (Jones, G.)
This gives an account of the auditory and articulatory features of the
distinctive consonants and vowels of spoken Welsh. It is based on an analysis
of the dialect in the Llanwrtyd area of South Powys and Mid Wales, but makes

reference to southern (and northern) Welsh in general.

s Phonotactic Constraints in Welsh (Awberry, G. )
This offers a description of the segmental phonology of the Welsh Language
in South Wales (as well as North Wales). It is of particular value in its
discussion of the relations between 'vowel length' - by which is meant, in the
first instance, short or long vowel phoneme selection - and succeeding

consonants.

»  Phonetics for Phonology (Ball, M.)
This reports on a range of instrumental analyses, including measurements of

voice onset time (VOT) in initial plosives and of frication in initial fricatives.

» Intonation and the Discourse (Rhys, M.)
This gives an account of the intonational forms and functions of Welsh
following a broadly Hallidayan approach. It is based primarily on an analysis

of a dialect of Welsh spoken in south-east Dyfed.

3. Stress in Modern Welsh - Williams, B. ( 1983)
The thesis examines cues to stress of pitch, amplitude and duration. It argues that
stress in the Welsh Language should be accounted for in terms of a rhythmic
structure that sets up 'expectation’ of stress, rather than intrinsic cues per se.
Among her conclusions are the findings that when stress (as frequently happens in
Welsh) is on the penultimate syllable this syllable may have less pitch prominence

and shorter duration than the supposedly unstressed final vowel.
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1.4 Methodology

1.4.1 Locations of survey

Three locations in the Rhondda were chosen for sampling (see fig. 1.2.1):
(1) Treherbert, at the top of the Rhondda Fawr.
(2) Maerdy, at the top of the Rhondda Fach.

(3) Cymmer adjoining Porth, in the Lower Rhondda

Treherbert and Maerdy, being at the top of their respective valleys, are furthest
away from Cardiff. They are also physically remote from each-other due to the
mountainous topography. They have 11.2% and 8.4% of Welsh speakers,

respectively.

Cymmer, Porth lies further down the Valleys at the confluence of the Rhondda
Fawr and Rhondda Fach . It is nearer 'outside influence’, including the influence of

Cardiff English, and has a lower proportion of Welsh speakers (5.6%).

1.4.2 Informants

Twenty informants were chosen from each location, 60 in all. Their essential bio-
details (including age, schooling, occupations and knowledge if any of Welsh) and
the place of birth of their parents can be seen in Appendix 1(a). Their selection was

based on the following criteria:
1. They were free of serious hearing or speech impediment.
2. They were broadly 'working-class' in socio-economic status :
Q occupational: their occupations, and of their fathers before them,

fell loosely into the category of 'working class'

0O educational: they had received no schooling or other full-time
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college education beyond the age of 16
Q perceived status: they were members of a Workmen's Club and therefore,

presumably, not entirely unhappy with the social status this implied

3. They were males. In part, this was because of the desire to capture casual styles of

speech and the fact that various studies have found that females show a greater

tendency to vary their speech in the direction of formality than males during

interviews.?! Mainly, however, the decision was one of convenience: the Working-

Men's clubs in the Rhondda presented themselves as an ideal setting for

gathering of data and the researcher, being male, was able to gain easy, informal

access to these institutions.

4. They were divided in equal numbers into two age-groups, approximately a

generation apart:

(1) Informants aged 60 years old and above, henceforward called 'the over 60s"

)

Such informants had been raised in the Rhondda in the 1930's or earlier, at a
time when a substantial number of the speech community ( approximately
50%) spoke Welsh, when Rhondda people traveled out of the Valleys
infrequently ?* , when T.V. had not yet invaded living rooms, and when there
was a still thriving communal activity centred round clubs and chapels

reinforcing local culture and dialect (see 1.2.2).

Informants in the 30's and early 40's, henceforward called 'the 30's’. Such
informants had been raised in the 1960's, when the number of Welsh-speakers
was slumping, when people were traveling further afield for work and their
holidays, when Workmen's Halls, clubs and chapels were increasingly going
into decline, and when television was ever more present in Rhondda homes,

bringing with it increased exposure to outside influence.

5. All informants were permanent residents of the Rhondda Valleys, which was

interpreted to mean:

- born in the Rhondda (or moved there below the age of five)
- having spent no extensive period (longer than 2 years) away from the

Rhondda during the first twenty years of their lives.
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There was no requirement for their parents to have been permanently resident in
the Rhondda, since with the over 60's it was quite likely that at least one of the

parents would have migrated into the area.

6. No attempt was made to obtain a quota of Welsh speakers for each age-group
corresponding to the overall percentage of Welsh speakers in the Rhondda ; but it
was hoped that the sample size of 60 informants would reflect something of the

influence of the Welsh sub-stratum there for the age-groups selected.

In the event, three of the informants ( 2 from the over 60's, and 1 from the 30's
age-group ) were Welsh speakers, representing 5% of the sample - compared with

8% of the population as a whole in the 1991 census.

A further twelve (20%) of the informants - ten from the over 60's and two from
the 30's age group - were informants who spoke some Welsh and whose parents
had both been fluent in Welsh. The difference between age-groups in this respect
is striking (see Appendix 1B) and reflects the decline of Welsh in the Valleys.

1.4.3 Interview planning

The interview consisted of two parts:
(1) a Questionnaire Stage to investigate all the segmental variables
(2) a spontaneous conversation to provide material for study of

suprasegmentals, and additional data on segmental variables

It was planned with the Questionnaire Stage to elicit the target-words indirectly,
something in the manner of a quiz - a common type of entertainment in clubs and
pubs. So, for example to elicit the item PETS the interviewer's prompt could be dogs
and cats are household ............... , with a flash-card displaying ‘the answer’ if further

prompts were unsuccessful.

In the Conversation Stage, each informant was to be paired up with a friend. Given

the setting of a bar or back-room of their own Club, this seemed to give reasonable
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prospects of capturing samples of interactive, informal conversation.

It was intended that both interview stages should produce speech styles towards the
informal end of the speech style spectrum, since it was desired to capture mainly the
broader end of the RVE spectrum (see 1.1.2). If it were to be the case, however, that
the questionnaire and conversation stages produced noticeably different styles of
formality, the resulting contrast could yield some information on the social sensitivity

of pronunciation variables such as:

a amount of /h/dropping
o quality of /a:/in PALM, START lexical set words, the more backed

versions possibly being associated with 'correct' speech

0 substitution of non-standard /n/for/n/ in -ing endings

1.4.4 The questionnaire

1.4.4.1

The aim of the questionnaire was to elicit from informants citation-forms of words
that would illustrate the essential vowel and consonant sounds of RVE. It makes use

of the standard lexical sets of Wells (1982) seen in fig. 1.4.4.1.

These [lexical sets] enable one to refer concisely to large groups of words which tend to share
the same vowel, and to the vowel which they share. They are based on the vowel -
correspondences which apply between British Received Pronunciation and (a variety of)
General American, and make use of keywords intended to be unmistakable no matter

what accent one says them in. Thus 'the KIT words' refers to 'ship, bridge, milk ... ;

'the KIT vowel' refers to the vowel these words have (in most accents. / I/): both may

just be referred to as KIT.

The final of the three keywords, kapp?, lettER, and commA, are described by Wells
(1982: 165) as not representing lexical sets, but as referring to weak (unstressed)
vowels occurring word-finally, which 'have indexical and diagnostic value in

distinguishing accents'.
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Standard Lexical Sets (Wells, J.C. 1982)

KEYWORD RP GenAm Examples

KIT I I ship, sick, bridge, milk, myth, busy ...

DRESS e > step, neck, edge, shelf, friend ready ...

TRAP & & tap, back, badge, scalp, hand, cance! ...

LOT jo) a stop, sock, dodge, romp, possible, quality ...

STRUT A A cup, suck, budge, pulse, trunk, blood ...

FOOT U U put, bush, full, good, look, wolf ...

BATH a: ® staff, brass, ask, dance, sample. calf ...

CLOTH ol o) cough, broth, cross, long, Boston ...

NURSE 3 3r hurt, lurk, urge, burst, jerk, term ...

FLEECE i: i creep, speak, leave, feel, key, people ...

FACE ex eI tape, cake, raid, veil, steak, day ...

PALM a: a psalm, father, bra, spa, lager ...

THOUGHT o: o) taught, sauce, hawk, jaw, broad ...

GOAT au e} soap, joke, home, know, so, roll ...

GOOSE u: u loop, shoot, tomb, mute, huge, view ...

PRICE ar art ripe, write, arrive, high, try, buy ...

CHOICE oI oI adroit, noise, join, toy, royal ...

MOUTH au au out, house, loud, count, crowd, cow ...

NEAR I8 I(r beer, sincere, fear, beard, serum ...

SQUARE €90 e(r care, fair, pear, where, scarce, vary ...

START a: a(r far, sharp, bark, carve, farm, heart ...

NORTH o: o(r for, war, short, scorch, born, warm ...

FORCE o o(r Jour, wore, sport, porch, borne, story ...

CURE Us u(r poor, tourist, pure, plural, jury ...

happY I copy, city, inky, committee, hockey, Chelsea ...

lettER 2] paper, better, calendar, sugar, author, figure ...

commA <) quota, saga, sofa, drama, opera, Cinderella ...
Fig 1.4.4.1 Standard Lexical Sets and vowels, British R.P. and General American.

(Wells, J.C. 1982 : xviii- xix). Fuller details of all the lexical sets are given in Appendix 5.

1.442
The RVE questionnaire can be seen in fig. 1.4.4.2 , and makes the following

modifications to Wells's keywords:
1. Substitute words are used , for example PIT for KIT, PET for DRESS. ROD
for LOT, with the following purposes:
a to offer items which might be more familiar to informants as 'answers',
given the quiz-type format used in carrying out the questionnaire

0 to explore additional phonological variables; for example ROD could
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investigate realizations of prevocalic /r/ as well as the pronunciation of

the LOT vowel.

KEY-WORDS USED FOR VOWEL INVESTIGATION IN RVE STUDY.

Keyword (Wells RVE Questionnaire
1982) Item Key-Word(s)

KIT 1 PIT

DRESS 259 PET ; FERRY

TRAP 3,10; 16 BAT ; DANCE* ; EXAMPLE*

LOT /CLOTH* 4:14:30; 32 ROD ; BROTH*; SALT*; FALSE*

STRUT 6:8,; BLOOD ; BUTTER

FOOT 9;11;12 SOOT*;, TOOTH* ; FOOTBALL

BATH 7,;10;15;16 GRASS ; DANCE ; LAUGHING ; EXAMPLE

NURSE 18 ; 56 NURSE ; EAR*

FLEECE 19, 21; 55 MEAT ; WHEEL ; PERIOD*

FACE 20;22;24 ;26 ; ‘A &K' WASTE ; WAIST ; WAITING ;
27 ,29;31 STALE ; TAIL ; BEHAVE

PALM /START* 23;25,60 CALM ; FATHER ; START*

THOUGHT 28 CAUGHT

NORTH 17 NORTH

FORCE 61 SWORD

GOAT 20:33:35,; 37,39 ‘O"; SOLE ; SOUL ; TOES ; TOWS ;
41,43 ;45 47 NOSE ; KNOW ; CLOTHES ; SOFA

GOOSE 20;34;36; 38 ‘U"; THROUGH ; THREW ; BLUE ;
40 ;42 ;44 BLEW ; MOOD ; BEAUTY

PRICE 46 ; 48 WHITE ; FIRE

CHOICE 49 VOICE

MOUTH 50; 51,52 SOUTH ; SHOWER™* ; HOUSE

NEAR 53,54 ;55 56 BEER ; BEARD ; PERIOD ; EAR

SQUARE 57 ; 58 PAIR ; FAIRY

CURE 62 ;63 ;64 ;65 ;66 POOR ; SURE ; TOUR ; CURES ; JURY

HappY 44 ;.58 ;59 ; 66 BEAUTY ; FAIRY ; FERRY ; JURY

[etiER / commA 813 .25:47- 48,51, | BUTIER ; HEADMASTER ; FATHER ; SOFA ;
53 :54:63 64 :65; 66 | FIRE®; SHOWER"; BEER" ;

BEARD* ; POOR* ; SURE" ; TOUR* : CURES*

Fig 1.442 RVE Questionnaire Keywords. (Pilot studies had indicated that words with an
asterisk* would be pronounced in a certain way, e.g. ‘tooth’ with tl_le FOOT Yowel.)
The full text of the Questionnaire used in the research can be seen in Appendix 2.
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2. Supplementation of Wells's key-words was made in order to investigate further
variables of potential interest to RVE for example :
0 the possible existence of contrasting vowels for words of the FACE
lexical set : a diphthong and a monophthong
0 the existence, also, of a contrasting diphthong and monophthong for words
of the GOAT set
0 the realization of words of the SQUARE, NEAR and CURE lexical sets,
since the centring diphthongs used in RP for these are reported to be

absent in varieties of Welsh English (see 1.3.1.2 and 1.3.3.3).

The questionnaire also afforded the opportunity of investigation of lexical distribution

of /a/ vs /a:~a:/ in words of the BATH set.

As far as possible, substitute or additional words observed the guidelines for keyword

choice adopted by Wells (1982, Vol. I: 123):

the keywords have been chosen so as to end in a voiceless alveolar or dental
consonant: a voiceless consonant minimizes the likelihood of diphthongal glides
obscuring a basic vowel quality, while coronality (alveolar or dental place)
minimizes the possible allophonic effect of the place of a following consonant

Sixty six items were included in the questionnaire, the total being a compromise
between the need to be comprehensive and the need to avoid undue prolongation of
the interview. It was hoped that any deficiencies in comprehensiveness could be

compensated for through the additional data supplied in the free conversation episode.

1.4.5 Spontaneous conversation

1.4.5.1

The main aim of the conversation stage of the interview was to capture a sample of
spontaneous interactive conversation between the informants, which would provide
suitable data for the prosodic analysis. Since the informants in each pair were well
known to each-other, it was hoped they would chat more to each-other than to the
interviewer and reproduce something approaching their normal 'at the Club'
conversational genre - including inter-personal conversational strategies and turn-

management.
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A secondary aim was to provide supplementary data for the Questionnaire Stage,
e.g. on lexical distribution of phonemes. Features of connected speech such as

assimilation, elision and link-up could also be examined.

1452

The Conversation Stage was loosely structured. The aim of the interviewer was to 'get
the two informants going' by the means of letting them rummage through a pile of
large blown-up photos of Rhondda Valleys landmarks and personalities (past and
present) spread on the table in front of them. Since Rhondda people typically feel
closely involved with their local community and because of the catastrophic economic
changes that have affected it in recent years, there could be reasonable optimism that

the photos would stimulate the interested participation of the informants.

A beginning might be made by asking - if the informants were not already
volunteering identifications - where a particular picture was in the Valleys, what the
name of a famous political or sporting personality was in another, etc. It was then
hoped that the informants would move on from this identification stage to a lively

discussion of any issues, controversies, reminiscences etc arising from the photos.

1.4.6 Speech style
The strategies seeking to achieve speech styles towards the informal end of the

formal-informal spectrum are summarised as follows:

» The recordings were in Workmen's Clubs, where, in the Rhondda, people take
visitors readily ‘into their company'. It could reasonably be anticipated that such a
setting and atmosphere - with moderate alcoholic lubrication - would be conducive
to at least a fair degree of informality. To carry out the interviews in informants'
houses might not work so well since they were more likely to be 'on best
behaviour' there. »

» Concentration was on male informants, whom different studies have shown to be
less speech-conscious than females (see 1.4.2).

 The purpose of the interview would be presented briefly and positively, in terms

of Valleys accent being 'musical' and part of 'local heritage'. No mention would be
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made of targeting specific features of pronunciation.

» The interviewer could reduce the factor of being an 'outsider' by presenting
himself (quite genuinely, being from Neath) as a "Valleys boy".

 Unobtrusive recording equipment would be used: a small, high-quality recording
machine; and a free-standing, easily concealed microphone rather than a tie-pin
microphone for each informant.

 The Questionnaire would proceed by means of an indirect, quiz-type approach (as
seen in 1.4.3).

» Large, blown-up photographs of local places, personalities etc would be used to
stimulate the real interest and unselfconscious involvement of informants (see
1.4.5.2).

It was anticipated that, despite such strategies to obtain informality throughout the
whole of the interview, speech styles during the interviewer-controlled Questionnaire

Stage might turn out as more formal than in the Free Conversation.

1.4.7 Interview length

The whole interview was planned to take half an hour per pair of informants, time for
both of them to do the questionnaire and then engage in at least ten minutes' free
conversation. Half an hour was thought to be about the right length of interview for
sustaining most informants' interest, and convenient for the mechanism of recording

since the interviewer could simply insert a C60 cassette into the recorder and leave it

run its course.

1.5 Fieldwork

1.5.1 Workmen’s Clubs
The field-work was carried out during the early months of 1995. In the wards
selected, the following Workmen's Clubs were approached :

- Treherbert Ward : Tynewydd Workmen's Club

- Maerdy Ward: Maerdy Workmen's Club

- Cymmer (Porth) Ward: Cymmer Pioneer Workmen's Club
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Meetings were arranged with officials of the three clubs in January 1995 to outline the
nature of the survey and criteria for recruitment of informants (see 1.4.2). Each club
readily agreed to the survey and to find the exact categories of informants in return for
a modest donation of funds. To ensure that the criteria laid down were met, each
informant had to fill in a personal details form with his place of birth, age, education,
occupation and knowledge of Welsh, together with place of birth of his parents. (See

Appendix 1(a) for an abridged version of informants' bio-details.)

In the event, the only Club which could provide all the informants needed was
Maerdy Workmen's Club. The Tynewydd Workmen's Club and Pioneer Workmen's
Club not being able to do so, the researcher made good the shortfall by approaching
other clubs in the wards concerned. In Treherbert, the only viable alternative was the
Treherbert Conservative Workmen's Club and Institute. This was in a different area of
the town, but the name 'conservative' raised the prospect of population bias: its
clientele might either be of more elevated social status than members of other
Workmen's Clubs or perceive themselves to be so. The researcher was assured by
Club officials that the name 'conservative' had long ceased to bear relation to political
atfiliations or perceived socio-economic status of Club members. All informants, in
any case, had still to meet all the criteria laid down before they could be interviewed.
[t can be seen in Appendix 1(a) that the personal background of informants from the
two clubs in Treherbert was substantially the same. In the case of Cymmer, Porth,
there were two other clubs that could be approached. The one chosen was the

Cymmer Workmen's Hall, within a short distance of the Pioneer Workmen's Club.

1.5.2 Staging of interviews
The interviews took place intermittently over the period from February to April 1995

and were, in general, successfully staged.

1.5.2.1

The setting of a Workmen's Club seemed to work well for the purpose of capturing
informal, casual speech. Informants were welcoming, chatty and very willing
participants. Most of them came equipped with a glass of beer in their hands. but

none of them could be said to have had ‘a glass too many'. In all cases. informants
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pairing up for an interview were known to each-other ; many pairs described
themselves as being close friends. These two factors, the club-setting and the pairing
up of informants, seemed to work together to at least reduce any unease and formality
felt at the beginning of interviews. Evidence of this was forthcoming in the
increasingly relaxed seating poses, joking and laughter of informants as interviews

progressed.

1.522

Interviews took place in a quiet room away from noises emanating from the street or
bar area, in order to secure as good a sound quality as could be achieved in the venue
of a Workmen's Club. This was least successfully accomplished in Maerdy
Workmen's Club, where interviews all took place in the space of two days in February
1995. The Club was in such a desperate financial situation that it could keep only two
areas in the three-storey building heated: the bar-area and a lounge / entertainments
room. The interviews were carried out in the latter room. but most were subject to
sound disturbance from the nearby bar, resulting in recordings which, although for the
most part adequate for the purpose of auditory analysis, were often of too poor a

quality for acoustic analysis.

1.5.2.3

The interviewer introduced himself as a Neath boy', and used his native accent
without affecting a 'broad vernacular' in a way that might be counterproductive.

e.g. in such socio-linguistically sensitive variables as quality of long /a: /and /h/-

dropping. He used his local knowledge of the Rhondda Valleys to advantage ;

grandparents from both his father's and mother's side had lived there.

The indications are that these factors succeeded in reducing the factor of the
interviewer being 'an outsider'. At least, it seemed that the great majority of the

informants clearly accepted and willingly participated in the interview.

1.5.2.4
Informants were already aware of the general purpose of the interview and that they

would be recorded when they entered the interview room ; they had been recruited for
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the interviews by officers of the Club who could hardly avoid telling them. The
general explanation given both to officials and informants was to the effect that it was
wanted to record 'real Valleys speech' as part of 'Valleys' heritage'. The idea was
given that the researcher was interested not only in their 'musical accents' but also the

content of what they would say about their lives and about the Rhondda .

In the event, slightly over a quarter of the informants asked for more information
about the purpose and nature of the interview. Their questions sought further
clarification and showed that these informants, at least, were aware of their
pronunciation being a target of the interview. The researcher had no means of
knowing how self-conscious this made them, but (as already stated) the behaviour and
speech of only a small number of them seemed clearly affected. With three of the
informants, the questions asked were quite extensive and amounted to a discussion on

'Valleys dialect' and the Welsh language.

1.5.3 Recording the interview

Recording equipment consisted of a small walkman-sized recorder (Sony WM D6C),
with free-standing stereo-microphone. The recorder was placed out of sight on the
floor and the microphone and lead concealed on one of the tables pushed together for
the purpose of the interview. The pictures that had been prepared of local places and

personalities were spread over another table in front of the informants.

Informants were told of the presence of a 'small microphone'. The fact that it was
concealed out of their sight seemed to reduce their self-consciousness, particularly
during the conversation stage. In some cases, remarks made afterwards by the
informants indicated that its presence had been forgotten completely. In a few cases,
on the other hand, informants were plainly conscious of 'being recorded’ throughout
the Questionnaire and most of the Conversation Stage. In the majority of cases there
was no evidence, either way, of how aware informants were of the recording

equipment, and how much they were inhibited by it.
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1.5.4 Account of interviewing

1.54.1

The interview began with one of the informants doing the questionnaire part. The
prompts/questions were given orally in the manner of a quiz, as planned. Where the
informant could not think of an answer, one or more further leads were given and
then, failing a right answer, a flash card with it was displayed. When the first

informant had finished, the second one carried out the same questionnaire.

1.5.4.2 .

The procedure worked smoothly. Most right answers came first time and quickly.
Sometimes an informant needed two or three attempts at finding the right answer.
Only with a few words, e.g. example ; waste ; fairy was it necessary to resort to the
flash card . Whenever this happened it was always treated by the informants with
disappointment or even annoyance that they hadn't found the answer, and they read
off the 'right answer' quickly from the flash-card without the same attention to
pronunciation there might have been in reading aloud from a word-list. This provided
some confirmation that their attention was more on 'finding the answer' than on their
speech, 1.e. how they were pronouncing the word concerned. Evidence that they were
treating it in this way was supplied by such interjections as ‘aven't got a clue’, 'now
what are thinking of there', ' Christ, that's an 'ard un! ' . That there was still an
element of formality in the speech of some or all informants, however, could be seen
in the differences that came to light in comparisons between informants' realization of
socially-sensitive variables such as /h/-dropping between this Questionnaire Stage

of the interview and the subsequent Conversation Stage (see 2.4.5).

1.543

One aspect of the questionnaire procedure did not go to plan - the making of field
notes of lip positions, particularly rounding, while interviewing. The researcher
quickly gave up attempts to do this during the first interview (at Tynewydd
Workmen's Club, Treherbert), because it meant he had to break off eye-contact in the
middle of interactions with informants in order to look at the informants' lips and then
stop to note something down. This clearly risked destroying the very atmosphere he

was trying to build up and so was immediately abandoned. Notes of lip-rounding,
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instead, were taken during the repeat interviews (see 1.5.5).

1.5.44
The combined time taken for both informants to get through the Questionnaire part of
the interview ranged from 15 minutes to 25 minutes, depending mainly on how fast

the informants answered the questions.

Several of the informants made digressions from the Questionnaire or interspersed
wise-cracks or other comments, and interruptions also occurred. Since the tape-
recorder was running quietly and unseen throughout, these incidental additions form a

valuable part of the total data.

1.5.4.5

Once the Questionnaire Stage was finished, the Conversation Stage started. In most
interviews, the pictures were successful in triggering topics of conversation,
particularly those of local personalities such as the boxer Tommy Farr?*, the rugby
player Cliff Morgan®* and the two actors Donald and Glyn Houston, but also those of
local scenes and of local landmarks, many of which had now disappeared with the

closure of the mines.

The informants, being in pairs, usually began by quizzing each other about which
picture they should start with, where it was, who was in it etc. At least one of the
pictures in every interview then served as a basis for a conversation to develop. Some
pairs needed to sort through several pictures before they found something to 'start
them off'. Some immediately launched into a conversation - a couple of pairs without

looking at any pictures at all.

1.54.6.

The interviewer instructed the informants to 'talk together' during the conversation. In
the event, the natural friendliness of Rhondda people in 'taking people into their
company' meant that the interviewer was inevitably brought into the discussions.

He kept, however, as much in the background as possible, and in the large majority of
interviews there were episodes where the informants were busy chatting away to each

other with little prompting from him. Even in the cases where a lot of intervention
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was needed, the interview succeeded in capturing stretches of natural - often animated

- speech.

All the conversations yielded stretches of dialogue. In some interviews there were
lengthy stretches of monologue, and in one case practically the whole of the
conversation was monopolized by one of the informants. Even these episodes were,
however, essentially interactional in character, the speaker seeking constant

confirmation or reaction from the listeners to what he was saying.

1.54.7

Each conversation lasted between ten and twenty minutes. They are of sociological as
well as linguistic interest, since they range widely over Rhondda Valleys life at a time
of drastic change in economic fortunes and community life, but when memories of the

days when the Valleys were in their prime were still strong.

1.5.5 Repeat series of interviews

1.5.5.1

A 'repeat’ series of interviews - questionnaire stége only - was arranged in December
1995, nine to ten months after the first. Twelve out of the original sixty informants ,
four in each ward, were interviewed 2,

1. to see to what extent findings of the first series of interviews would be replicated

2. to enable carrying out of observations of lip movements that had been abandoned

in the original interviews.
The explanation of the need for a 're-take' after a lapse of time seemed to be accepted

by the informants, who were given some 'beer-money' for again cooperating in the

project.

1.5.5.2

A short Annexe was added to the original Questionnaire. The ten items, together with

their phonological purpose, can be seen in Appendix 3.

1.5.5.3

A mature student of the University of Glamorgan *°, himself a resident of the
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Rhondda , carried out the interviews in the same way as in the first series. The
informants faced the interviewer and the researcher sat at a slight angle from them. In
this way, he felt able to make notes on lip movements without distracting the attention

of the informants since this was focussed on the interviewer.

Answers were not noticeably any more inhibited or formal than in the first series;
most informants were, indeed, keen to show how many of the 'answers' they

remembered from the first time.

1.6 Analyzing the data

1.6.1 The audio recordings

The data, at this stage, consisted of thirty half-hour (C60) cassette recordings of
variable quality with field notes, representing thirty interviews, ten at Treherbert (T1-
T10), ten at Maerdy (M1-M10) and ten at Cymmer, Porth (P1-P10) (see Appendix
la). Each recorded interview contains the questionnaire responses and free
conversation of the two informants paired together for the occasion. The responses
generally take up the first 15-20 minutes of cassette time, and the conversation the

rest of the time.

1.6.2 Questionnaire responses: auditory analysis

1.6.2.1

A first auditory analysis of the questionnaire responses was made by the researcher
(a) of the 60 informants taking part in the main series of interviews, and

(b) of the 12 of these informants taking part in the 'repeat interviews' (see 1.5.5.1).

Where a different response was given by an informant for any item, or when there

was any discrepancy between responses given in the original and repeat interview,

this was put alongside the original transcription as a variant used by the speaker.

A second auditory analysis of the responses was carried out a month later, without

referring to the previous analysis in order to minimize bias. Findings were compared
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and where discrepancies occurred between the first and second transcriptions the

items were listened to for a third time to attempt to resolve the differences.

A third of the questionnaires (twenty) and a third of the annexes (four) were then
taken to a second listener 27, experienced particularly in the transcribing of Cardiff
English. This second listener made his own transcriptions without at any time seeing
those of the researcher. A small number of questionnaires (four) were also taken to a
third listener, David Parry, author of The Survey of Anglo-Welsh Dialects

(see 1.3.4), who produced his own independent transcription.

1.62.2
Most of the discrepancies between Listener One (the researcher) and Listener Two

were minor realizational differences. The more significant divergences were :

e The first and second listener sometimes differed as to whether realizations of
/T /in pre-vocalic and intervocalic position were [ ¢ Jor[ 1].

e The second listener usually marked geminate consonants as reinforced glottally,
i.e. [?t ], where the first listener had merely marked them as lengthened, [t~ ]

e There was frequent divergence between the two listeners on whether to transcribe
instances of the FACE vowel as monophthongs or diphthongs:

- in 41% of the cases they made the same choice of transcription between

monophthong and diphthong

- in 54%, the first listener marked the vowel as a monophthong and the second

as a diphthong
- in 5%, it happened the other way round (i.e. it was the second listener
who put down a monophthong, and the first a diphthong)

e There was similar divergence in the transcribing of instances of the GOAT vowel

as monophthong or diphthong

-in 66% of the cases the two listeners agreed in their choice of monophthong

or diphthong
- in 22%, the first listener put down a monophthong and second a diphthong

- in 12%, the other way round occurred.
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1.6.2.3

In discrepancies of every kind , the researcher listened again to the item to compare

Listener Two's version with his own. Where the subsequent listening seemed clearly
to find one of the two versions as 'correct', this was adopted. Where one version was
supported by the transcriptions of Listener Three, this was adopted. In the few cases
where no resolution was possible by these means, either a compromise version was

adopted or the version of Listener One was used.

Nearly all the unresolved cases of discrepancy over FACE and GOAT vowel
transcriptions involved Listener Two characterising glides with very small or late
movement as diphthongal. A similar difficulty whether to record such narrow
movements as diphthongs is reported for Cardiff English by Coupland, N. (1988: 27),
commenting on the findings of Mees, I. (1983) . In RVE unlike Cardiff English,
however, the findings establish clearly that nearly all the informants possessed both a
monophthong and a diphthong variant in their speech. It emerged that many of the
unresolved discrepancies in transcription concerned narrow, late vowel glides

occurring before /1/( e.g. in the questionnaire items stale, fail and sole, soul ). In

such cases a final decision was made in favour of a monophthong.

Having resolved the differences between the listeners in the ways described above,
the questionnaire data was listened to for a final time in order to make final checks
and adjustments. This completed the transcription of segmental findings from the

questionnaire stage of the interview.

1.6.2.4

The auditory analysis of segmental data having progressed so far, hypotheses could be
formed concerning the phonemic inventory of informants and major findings of
phoneme realization and distribution. It could also be seen whether there were any
significant differences between the different age-groups of speaker and localities

surveyed.

Final decisions were left, however, until the conversational data had been analysed.
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1.6.3 Spontaneous conversations : auditory analysis

1.6.3.1

Next, all the 30 recorded conversations were listened to by the researcher and
synopses made. Passages from each were selected for orthographic transcription.

An example ( Maerdy 8) can be seen in Appendix 4.

1.6.3.2

Further data on segmental variables that was obtained included :

* many more incidences of FACE, GOAT and GOOSE words , enabling the
researcher to have a better idea whether monophthong and diphthong variants for
each were distinguished on a systematic basis

s additional occurrences of NORTH & THOUGHT words and of FORCE words,
casting further light on the possible phonemic differentiation between the NORTH
/ THOUGHT vowel on the one hand, and the FORCE vowel on the other

* additional examples, in stressed and unstressed syllables, helping to determine
whether the STRUT vowel and Schwa should be considered as merged in RVE

» fresh instances of words of the NEAR, CURE and SQUARE lexical sets,
enabling further investigation of the presence / absence of centring diphthongs in
the RVE phonemic inventory

* examples of vowel realizations in TRAP and PALM / START words, enabling
further examination of vowel length and quality

* occurrences of the FLEECE, KIT, FACE (where monophthongal), DRESS and
SQUARE front vowels, providing more information on the open-ness / close-ness
of realizations

* incidences of the LOT / CLOTH, THOUGHT / NORTH, FORCE, GOAT (where
/0:/),FOOT and GOOSE (where /u: /) back vowels, offering a fuller picture
of their open-ness / close-ness, and rounding / lack of rounding

* instances of the NURSE vowel, yielding further information on presence of
rounded versions

* alot more evidence on the realization, including starting and finishing points, of
the FACE, PRICE, CHOICE, GOOSE, MOUTH and GOAT diphthongs

* the primary source of information on lexical distribution of /a/vs /a: /in

BATH words and of /u:/vs /1u/in GOOSE words
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the main source of information on connected speech variables such as consonant

& vowel elision

further information on consonants, for example

the realization of /r/and of /1/ in different environments

the possible voicing~devoicing of lenis consonants in intervocalic and

absolute final positions

the different realizations of intervocalic /t /

any incidence of the marginal Welsh language consonants, /r /and /m~hw/
the occurrence, if any, of rhoticity in the speech of informants

the incidence, compared with the questionnaire data, of /h/ dropping

the pronunciation of -ing word endings

The analysis of the conversational data and synthesis of its findings with those of the

questionnaire data completed the auditory analysis of segmentals in the present study.

1.6.4 Acoustic analysis (segmental)

1.6.4.1

Spectographic analysis of vowel qualities was then carried out .2

1.6.4.2

The problems of measurement arising in spectographic analysis are acknowledged by

Wells, (1962) and Henton, C. (1983: 353-9), and have been found by them to include:

physiological differences: for example a greater length of vocal tract has been
found to lower all formants (cf Henton, C. 1983: 359 ; Lindau. M. and
Ladefoged, P. 1990: 115-122)

age: Hollien, H. & Ship, T. (1972, 155-9) report a lowering of mean
fundamental frequency from pre-adolescence to the age of 40-50 - which may
result in a 'pulling-down' of the spectral envelope in particular the first two
formants - and then a progressive raising until old age

articulatory differences: for example, amount of lip-rounding, larynx raising-
lowering and jaw position modify the length of the vocal tract ; findings of
Lindblom, B. and Sundberg, J. (1971: 1166-1179), in fact, suggest that the

amount of jaw opening (mandibular movement) is more influential on formant
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/ot/ 17, 28 NORTH, CAUGHT
/o:/ 33, 37, 61 SOLE*, TOES*, SWORD*
/u / 9, 11 SOOT, TOOTH
/u:/ 38, 42 BLUE, MOOD

/n / B, 8 BLOOD, BUTTER
/3:/ 18, 56 NURSE, EAR*
/ei/ 29 TAIL*

/Aal/ 46 WHITE

/oi/ 49 VOICE

/Tu/ 36, 40 THREW*, BLEW*
/au/ 50, 52 SOUTH, HOUSE
/ou/ 39,43 TOWS*, KNOWS*

Fig 1.6.4.3  The keywords used for vowel acoustic analysis. (Auditory results had

found that the words with an asterisk* were rendered with the vowel indicated.)

1.6.4.4
Monophthong values were averaged out across the central 'steady-state' portion of the
vowel. Diphthong values, more difficult to capture because of the relative absence of

steady-state spectra, were averaged out over the initial and final parts of the vowel.

1.6.4.5

It can be seen in fig. 1.6.4.3 that usually only two examples of the vowel in question
(sometimes only one) were available for analysis and that these are in different co-
articulatory contexts. Conscious of these deficiencies and of the other complexities of
acoustic investigation such as those mentioned above, the RVE acoustic analysis must
be treated as at best marginal to the study, providing signals of possible corroboration

or otherwise of the auditory findings.

The acoustic results are referred to, where they may of possible significance, in the

item by item report of auditory findings.
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NOTES CHAPTER1

This observation is based on such obvious evidence as housing types / prices
and on political affiliations. Rhondda has always returned a Labour M.P. to
Westminster, and with massive majorities. The 1991 Census figures show
78.64% of the sampled economically active population engaged in non-
professional occupations ( sub-groups 4a-9b of the Standard Occupational

Classification).

Llewelyn, R, 1931 (London : M. Joseph). "How Green was my Valley"
portrays life in a coal-mining valley, which could well be the Rhondda. Film

versions have been made of the book.

Information concerning the population of the Rhondda comes from E.D.
Lewis in Rhondda Past and Present (ed. Hopkins, K. 1975). The Rhondda
Borough Council only came into being in 1879. Information on the population
of the Rhondda Valleys before that has to be gleaned from the returns for the
three parishes of Ystradyfodwg, Llantrisant and Llanwynno. The parish of
Ystradyfodwg ( statistics below) included most of the area of modern
Rhondda and can be taken as a fair approximation of Rhondda Valleys
population in the early 19th century.

POPULATION OF YSTRADYFODWG
PARISH

Year Males Females [Total
1801|265 277 542
811|283 293 576

1821 309 338 647

1831 277 265 542

Population statistics from Ystradyfodwg Parish, to give some
indication of the population of pre-industrial Rhondda
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Such discouragement of Welsh was not confined to schoolteachers and 'the
establishment'. Many parents cooperated with the policy, believing that one
'had to speak English in order to get on in life.' In the researcher's own middle-
class family, all four grandparents had Welsh as their first language yet did not
speak to their children in Welsh. The result was that neither of the researcher's
parents( born in 1909) speak Welsh ; the Welsh language was lost from the

family in that single generation.

Ball, M (1989 : 89) claims that in the Welsh language there is less vowel and
consonant reduction in connected speech than in English. Wells, J. (1982 :
388) states that in typically Welsh English accents - he excludes Cardiff and
Newport in this respect - there is characteristically release of the first of a pair

. . h h . .
of plosives in words such as ‘actor’ [ak t o], whereas in RP there is an

'overlapping' assimilation[®&K 'ta].

Collins, B., and Mees, 1. (1990 : 87-8) describe Cardiff English as being found
in 'the low-lying coastal region of south-east Glamorgan and south-west
Gwent' . According to Coupland, N. (1988, 5) 'informal observation suggests
that the principal features of Cardiff English extend to the other urban centres
around the capital along the south-east coastal belt - Barry and Penarth to the
south-west of Cardiff and Newport to the east.’

Coupland, N (1988: 29) describes these as 'very rare borrowings from Welsh'
and says that ' Cardiff speakers go to great lengths to avoid them in their

pronunciation', for instance generally anglicising the lateral fricative /3/ as
[1] in the location of the city's Anglican cathedral Llandaff [landaf], or

producing at best [¢c1~xlandaf].

Gimson A. revised Cruttenden A (1994: 133) states that 'Nowadays a long

monophthong [ £: ] is a completely acceptable alternative in General RP.'
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

For the Welsh language, Ball, M (1984: 18) has measured the length of
syllable initial frication with /f, 8/ and found an average of 156ms and

124 ms, respectively.

Tench, P (1990: 131) observes that RP final /z/ is regularly replaced in
Abercrave English by /s/, and /8z/by /0s/. Wells, J.(1982: 330) notes a

similar feature with London school children.

Wells, J. (1982: 345) states that a lack of contrast between /a/and /a: /is

reported for areas of the West Country. Because the two vowels are the same
in quality, any potentiélly phonemic distinction has to be based on quantity ;
but this is complicated by the fact that many 'short vowels' e.g. in 'gas’, 'bad
are commonly lengthened. Connolly, J. (1981: 54; 1990: 124), as seen,
observes a similar situation for Port Talbot / West Glamorgan English: the
difference between /a/ and /a: /is one of length only, while TRAP words
'‘man’, 'bag’ and 'bad’ (with the dialect meaning of 'ill") are commonly with
/a:/.

Awberry, G (1984: 66,69) states that, in the Welsh language, only short

vowels are possible before consonant clusters.

Wells, J. (1982: 380-1 ; 348 ) states for Welsh English that the vowel used for
STRUT words [ e~4 ]does not contrast with Schwa, and questions whether
an opposition between them exists in much of West Country English. Jones, G

(1984 : 56 ) states that the Welsh language has /&/as its (only) central vowel

The Welsh language contains both /8i/and /ai/. Jones, G (1984: 58) states

that /ai/ is 'mostly confined' to monosylilables and stressed ultima.

Thomas, A. (1958) reported by Jones, G. (1984: 49) describes /1 /in South
Wales Welsh as ‘unilateral and clear’. Thomas, C (1961: 72) describes it for

Nantgarw Welsh as being clear when adjacent to front vowels and neutral

when adjacent to back.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Wells, J. (1982: 322) observes that /p, t,Kk/ in Cockney are often

associated with a greater than RP degree of aspiration, accompanied by
affrication. Such affrication 'may be encountered in initial, intervocalic, and

final position.'

Wells, J. (1982 : 365) describes /g/as being phonetically present word-finally
(e.g. in 'sing") and before a suffix-initial vowel (e.g. 'singer’) in 'most of the

western half of the midlands and middle-north' .

Wells, J. (1982: 344) observes that in the West Country butfer with [d] is
recorded by the LAE everywhere southwest of a line from Weston-super-Mare
to Portsmouth, and that intervocalic voiced /1 /in butter, beautiful, hospital

etc is commuon in urban areas such as Bristol.

Unrounded /a/in words of the LOT set is stated by Wells (1982: 347) to be

present in West Country English.

Jones, G. (1984: 53, 55,56) says that in the Welsh language there is a pair of
vowels /a, a/, and that the latter is longer and 'slightly more retracted' than

the former. This would seem to suggest some similarity between the TRAP

and PALM vowels of RP. He goes on to state, however, that in the south-east

of Glamorgan /a/is subject to a regular centralization in stressed penultima,

and that /a/has a raised, fronted, palatized version symbolized as [ac ] as'a
conspicuous positional allophone’ in stressed monosyllables and stressed
ultima. This description points to some overlap in the quality of the two
vowels, as well as the possible existence in Welsh of a fronted, raised version

of the longer vowel similar to that observed in Cardiff English.
Several studies have found females to be more speech conscious than males,

including Labov, (1972), Shuy, (1970) and Trudgill, P. (1974, 1975).

Wells, J. (1982, 18-22) summarises the differences found in various studies
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

carried out on both sides of the Atlantic thus:

It has been repeatedly been found that women achieved a score
significantly closer to the prestige norm than men .....usually the
tendency is... for women's average scores on phonological variables
to differ from men's average scores in the same direction ... as the
middle class average scores differ from those of the working class

At that time, a great number of Rhondda inhabitants would seldom (if ever)
venture beyond the occasional Sunday School outing or summer holiday to

Barry Island .

The standard layout of the downstairs of a terraced house in the Valleys, is for
the kitchen and family living room to be located at the back and a 'best room'
for receiving visitors other than close family to be at the front. This front-room
is a place where family are 'on their best behaviour', and a greater degree of

formality is apt to be displayed.

Tommy Farr, a Rhondda boxer, who fought Joe Louis for the heavy-weight
championship of the world in the late 1930's.

Cliff Morgan, a famous Welsh International rugby fly-half of the 1950's and

afterwards a BBC presenter, was from Trebanog, near Porth, in the Rhondda.

The informants interviewed a second time were as follows (see Appendix
1(a)):

- Treherbert: T4, T7; T15; T19

- Maerdy: M4; MS5; MS8; M11

- Porth: P1; P8; P11; P12

Ceri Morgan, in his late-twenties at the time of interview, a permanent resident
of the Rhondda (living in Porth), and a student of Combined Studies,

including socio-linguistics, at the University of Glamorgan.

Martin Childs, a post-graduate student at Cardiff University at the time.
English by origin, Martin had taught himself to speak Welsh and was living
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28.

at Abertridwr in a nearby valley.

Because the researcher's university did not possess the equipment, the samples
selected for analysis were sent off for the spectographic analysis to the speech
phonetics / therapy department of the College of St Mark and St John,
Plymouth, U.K. The analysis was performed using ‘Dr Speech, Real Speech for
Windows’ (Huang, D., Minifie, F., Zhu, B., Lin, S., O’Brien, R.) 1995: Tiger

Electronics Inc.
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other Welsh language analysts describe it as a velar fricative.

All the informants attempting to do so could use / ¥ / and / X / to pronounce Welsh
place names, e.g. / ¥ / in Llwyncelyn, Llanelli, and / x / in Clydach Vale, Glyn Fach,
although / ¥ / was realized by a few as [ ¢1 ] and /x/was often [ x ]as in Scottish
loch. There was no evidence of the extensive anglicization of /¥/as /1/and /¥ /as

/k/, reported for Cardiff English by Coupland, N. (1984: 31-44).

On the other hand, use of the Welsh language voiceless alveolar trill / hr~r /in

words with rh orthography appears to be rare in RVE. It was pronounced by only two
of the informants, one when saying the name of their own valley, Rhondda, and one
the name of the Welsh king, Rhys . In the questionnaire-appendix items rhinoceros

& rhubarb, none of the 12 informants produced [T ].

The presence of /3/ and /x/, but absence of /r /as marginal consonants in RVE

resembles the situation in Port Talbot English ( see 1.3.1.1).

2.2 Plosives

2.2.1

The voiceless plosives / p, t, K / may receive strong aspiration in RVE. Thisis a
feature which may be attributable to the Welsh language substratum (cf Jones, C.
1961: 45-56 ; Jones, G. 1984: 42) : fig. 2.2.1 compares findings for initial /p, t,k/
voice-onset (VOT) times obtained by Peterson and Lehiste (1960) for American
English with those of Ball, M. (1984: 15) obtained for Welsh, which are seen to be

significantly longer.
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/p, t,k/aspiration

American English Welsh Language
(Peterson- Lehiste : 1960) (Ball, M.: 1984)

/p/ 58 62
/t/ 69 82
/Kk/ 75 97

Fig2.2.1 VOT in initial voiceless plosives in milliseconds, American English and Welsh

2.2.2
Auditory analysis of the RVE data found the presence of generally strong aspiration

in the questionnaire responses for the pronunciation of initial / p / in pits; pets;

poor, of initial / t / in tooth; tour, and of initial / K /in calm,; cure; caught.

Instrumental measurements were made of VOT in examples of prevocalic /p, t, k/

occurring in stressed syllables during the conversational data.' . The average durations

of VOT were as follows :
= for /p/ (over six tokens) 100ms
» for /t/(over five tokens) 130ms

s for /K/(over six tokens) 120ms

Although the tokens are few, and the data is taken from conversations in which
speakers are speaking at varying speeds and with varying degrees of emphasis, the

findings provide some confirmation of strong initial aspiration in RVE /p, t, k/.

The example below of initial /t/ (fig. 2.2.2) is from the utterance your fypical real
Welshman’ in P10, the tenth Porth interview (see Appendix 19 for full transcription).
The passage is being spoken excitedly and quite quickly. The word ‘fypical’ is

strongly accented. VOT of /t /can be seen to be about 115ms.
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2.25
With intervocalic /'t /following stressed syllables, instances were found in the speech
of a number of informants (17%) either of a vocalized [ 1] or a form of flapped [ ] .

The occurrences were found in a limited number of expressions, for example got it ;
matter ; got to ; forget it . As noted in sec 1.3.3.2, this is a feature of Cardiff English
but it has not, at the time of the current research, been particularly associated with
other South Wales varieties of English. Since nearly all the examples occurred with
the 30's age-group , it would seem that it is an innovation rather than a feature of

conservative speech in 'Valleys English'.

2.2.6
The plosives / b, d, g / were often partially or fully devoiced in final pre-pausal

position.

As with voiceless plosives in the data, consonant lengthening could occur when the
syllable was forcefully stressed and preceding vowel shortened, both in medial
position (e.g. cupboard ; cladding ; begging ) and in final position ( e.g. job ;
blood ; Peny graig .)

23 Affricates

2.3.1
All informants could use the palato-alveolar affricate / t § / in all environments (e.g.

chickens; watching the match), despite the fact that it is felt to be outside the
inventory of the local Welsh Language dialect ( Thomas, C. 1961: 61).

232
Strongly articulated versions with lengthening of /t§, d3/ were sometimes found
in medial and final positions in the data where the previous vowel was stressed and

shortened (e.g. 'butcher; 'Roger,; match ; badge .)
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2.4 Fricatives

24.1
Noticeably strong articulation of initial /s, £, 8/, involving long and forceful

frication, was heard in the questionnaire responses (e.g. soot ; 'father ; salt ; false ;
sole ; soul ; south ; 'fairy ; 'ferry and sword ) and in the conversational data (e.g.
safe; 'forty). It is a feature which, as observed in sec. 1.3.3.4, may derive from the

Welsh language substratum

Measurements were made of the length of frication in prevocalic /f/ occurring in the
six excerpts that had been digitized for prosodic analysis (see 4.11.2.6 & 4.11 .3).3
Four of the seven tokens come from the excerpt where M17 is talking quite excitedly
about a boxing 'fight' he heard when he was a child. He is therefore talking more
quickly than normal. Nevertheless, the duration of frication averaged over the seven

tokens was 102ms .

2.4.2
Strong articulations with lengthening were also found in medial and final positions
where syllables were forcefully accented and preceding vowels shortened , e.g.

'passing ; grass ; bath ; tooth .

243

Occasionally, pronunciations were heard among informants in the over 60's age group
with a marked devoicing of lenis fricatives in final pre-pausal position, e.g. in have;
pays ; nose, so much so that realization resembles the fortis equivalent. This is a
feature of S.E. Wales English that has been observed in sec. 1.3.3.4 as possibly
influenced by the Welsh language. *

When there was a final cluster of lenis consonants, both were found frequently
devoiced in the data. For example, both /8/ and /z/were devoiced by many

informants in the questionnaire item clothes, and by a majority of the over 60's.
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least twice each in the conversational data. This, as with / h /-dropping , provides

some evidence of the substitution of /n / for / 1/ being socially sensitive.

There were no instances in the data of -ing endings being realized by /ng, pk/,

as reported for Cardiff English (see 1.3.3.2).

2.5.2
In the data, /n/ was found to be frequently syllabic in -en endings. e.g. in happen ;

suddenly.

253

All nasals were found to be sometimes lengthened when closing strongly accented
syllables, e.g. (they got) 'hammered; (holding a) 'banner; 'singing. This was especially
common in the data where the nasal formed the first element of a consonant cluster,
e.g. in the questionnaire item ex'ample and in the conversational data chance ;

auntie; transfer.

26 /r/

2.6.1
Prevocalic /r/ realizations of the 60 informants were examined in the questionnaire
items rod ; grass , broth and in similar environments in the conversation data.

Realizations were variable : trilled, tapped and approximant versions were all heard.

2.6.2

A trilled ( lingual roll ) [ r ] was the least common version, but was nevertheless used
at some time or other by 63% of all the informants, 80 % of the over 60's, and 47 %
of the 30's age-group.’ The clear differential between older and younger speakers
would seem to confirm both the link with the Welsh language substratum and a

decline in its influence.
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2.6.3
Of the 63% who sometimes used trilled [ r ] in the data, a half (mainly older
speakers) were found to use only tapped [ r ] as their other version - i.e. never the

approximant form [ 1 ] .The other half used all three versions.

Of the 37% of informants not producing any instances of trilled /r/, a quarter used
only the approximant [ 1 ] (all in the 30's age-group), and three-quarters either this or

atapped [ r ].

2.64
Approximant [ a1 ] was realized as a post-alveolar continuant without any significant

tendency towards retroflexion.

2.6.5
[hr~r] is seldom heard from RVE speakers (see 2.1).

2.6.6

In intervocalic positions before an unstressed syllable, e.g. in the questionnaire items
period; fairy; ferry; jury , all three realizations were heard , but the dominant
realization was a tapped [ r ] . 98 % of the informants were found to use it in this

environment at some stage in the data, and for most of them it was their main

realization in such positions.

2.6.7
26.7.1
The speech of informants was examined closely for rhoticity in the 17 questionnaire

items where it might occur, e.g. start; north; nurse; father; beer; beard; sure; tour.

It was found that pronunciations were characteristically non-rhotic, but that rhoticity
occasionally occurred : 50 % of the informants produced rhotic pronunciations at least
once in the questionnaire data (fig. 2.6.7.1). The tendency was stronger among the
over 60’s (63.3%) than in the 30’s age-group (36.7%).
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2.6.8

In the conversational data, it was found that nearly all of the informants produced
/r /-linking where orthographic /r/is present. Examples included pair_of shoes
/pe:rav' fu:z/, and where informant T5, in trying to recall well known

Rhondda sportsmen , produced in his musings there were_a number_of chaps in

Cwmparec.

Instances of intrusive / r /, on the other hand, were rare in the data, e.g. being absent

between the first and second words of Liwynypia_and Trehafod .

27 / 1/

2.7.1

In Port Talbot / West Glamorgan English (see 1.3.1.1), Abercrave English ( Tench, P.
1990 : 131), and SAWD (Parry, D. 1977: 129-134), /1/ is reported to be generally
clear in all environments. Cardiff English, by contrast, is claimed to show a clear-dark

/1/allophonic patterning.

2.7.1.1

In the RVE data, postvocalic /1/ is generally clear after a front vowel but is variable

after a back vowel, being sometimes clear but more often dark or neutral .

2.7.1.2
The questionnaire items football ; wheel ; stale ; tail ; salt ; false ; sole ; soul ;
example were examined for clear vs dark / 1 /. Realizations varied according to

articulatory environment.

In the items wheel ; stale ; tail , with front vowels, realizations were generally clear.

Of the ten informants whose tokens were sent for acoustic analysis:
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* with wheel , only one of the ten informants produced a dark realization, and
F1/F2 formant values obtained averaged 418/1428
®» with stale & tail, the realization (again) of only one of the ten informants was

neutral-dark, and F1/F2 values averaged 426/1340

In the items football ; salt ; false ; sole ; soul , with back vowels, on the other hand,
realizations generally had degrees of velarization, ranging from neutral to dark. For
the ten informants :

s  with false & salt, F1/F2 formant values averaged 455/999

» with sole & soul, F1/F2 formant values averaged 351/867.

2.7.1.3
RVE therefore follows a basically phonotactic patterning of post-vocalic /1/.”

2.7.2
Syllabic [ 1~ ] for the questionnaire item example was produced by 55% of the
total number of informants, and varied from clear to dark in resonance. Other

realizations of -le were of the vowel + /1/ type [8l-ut-¥i].

Both -/e and -e/ orthographies were found with syllabic [ 1 ~1 ] pronunciations in the
conversational data, e.g. litile; middle, satchel ; chapel. It appears from slender
evidence that syllabic pronunciations were more frequently found with the -le

orthographies (e.g. little) than with the vowel + [ orthographies (e.g. satchel.)

2.8 Semi-vowels

2.8.1

In RVE, the semi-vowels / w/and / j / are articulated in the same way as inR.P -as

rapid vocalic glides onto the central syllabic sound.
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There was no evidence in the data of initial /w/ before back rounded vowels being

represented by zero in words such as woman ; wool , as is quite widely reported in

SAWD (Parry, D. 1977: 90-1).

2.8.2

The questionnaire items wheel and white , and words with wh orthography in the
conversational data were investigated for possible occurrence of [hw~m ] in the
speech of informants. [hw~m ] was found in the pronunciations of only 3 informants
in the questionnaire items. Of these, only one (P12) pronounced both wheel and white
items with [ m], but then in the conversational data didn't produce [ hw~m] at all, not
even in a reoccurrence of the word wheel. According to the data, therefore, it would

seem that [ hw~m] has no general phonemic status in RVE.

2.83

Both /w/ and /j / have some differences in their distribution from RP.

2.83.1

The use of /J / inthe words ear, here from the NEAR lexical set was
investigated. 97% of informants pronounced the questionnaire item ear as

[ J3:~Je:]. Since year and here were also pronounced [j3:~je:], this made the

three words homophonous in RVE.

The words hear, hearing and heard were also frequently found with
[ j3:~Jje:]1n the conversational data, for example :

- did you ever hear it (T4) [je:rzt]

- hard of hearing (T2) [je:rin]

- I never heard of him (T13) [je:d]

2.8.3.2
Words of the GOOSE set with/ ju: /in RP are frequently rendered / Tu /in RVE,

e.g. tune/ tTun/ (see 3.14.1.1).

82



2.8.3.3
/w/and /j / are optionally inserted to link up the elements of disyllabic
sequences in such words as power / pau (W) A/, clear /k1i: (j)a/from the

NEAR set, and sure /fu: (w)a/ from the CURE set.

2.9 Assimilation and Elision

2.9.1

RVE exhibits assimilation / elision tendencies not unlike RP. It seems to hold a
position similar to that of Port Talbot English (see 1.3.1.1 ), which is intermediate
between, on the one hand, Cardiff English "characterised by remarkably extensive
assimilation and elision" (Collins, B. and Mees, I. 1990: 98-9) and, on the other hand,
Abercrave English where assimilation and elision are reported to be less, with the

patterns clearly Welsh language in character ( Tench, P. 1990: 131-2).

2.9.2
29.2.1

In the questionnaire data, a sizeable minority of the informants released the / t / of

Jootball (25%) and the / d / of headmaster (39%).
2922

In the conversational data, it was found that / t, d /, when medial in consonant
clusters, could be elided by some speakers during rapid speech, for example the / t /
of first bus ; last minute of the game and the / A/ of my grandfather; bald patch. In
slower speech , however, / t, d/ could be strikingly retained in such positions.
Examples included the clear retention and release of /t / in next thing, just from
andof /d/in mend them. One Maerdy informant (M17) in the over 60's age-group

even released the /t/ of first in "the first time Louis put his title up".
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Elision of initial / 8 / was found with some informants in a number of different
lexical items during rapid speech: examples from the data included in 'them days:
'didn't they, 'other than 'that; from 'then on; go 'down there; than what they 'learn
'in school; there's 'nothing in this 'valley now. As can be seen, elision could occur on
stressed as well as unstressed syllables. In careful speech, however, / 8 / was nearly

always retained and clearly enunciated.

2932
Contractions were found to be a common source of consonant elision in RVE during
rapid speech. Examples in the data included ( ranging from fairly rapid to very rapid

enunciation): [IzZnrt~1nz?] for isn'tir, [woznIt~ woni?] for wasn’ i,

[dzdni~dIni] for didn't he, and [wpzne :~wone: ] for wasn't there.

2.9.3.3

Syllable reduction through elision of weak vowels was quite common in the RVE
data. It appeared at times to be induced by rapid speech, but there were also patterns
of elisions that operated independently of speed of speech. One such elision pattern
was found where the weak syllable is the penultimate. Elision of this syllable may
then have the effect of bringing forward the stressed syllable to the penultimate - its
most common position in the Welsh language. Examples are 'diff{ejrent; 'ev(e)ry;
'reg(u)lar; con'sid(e)ring which were nearly always found with the bracketed vowel
elided in the data. On the other hand, the occurrences in the data of 'privilege;

ele'mentary; 'ambulance; ri'diculous, 'numerous, 'marvellous were all without elision.

Another quite common pattern of elision is the reduction of four-syllable words with
front stress to three syllables ; thus, in the data, weak syllables were elided in
'‘temp(e)rature; 'ordin(a)ry, ‘cemet(e)ry; 'physically . This is a feature found in many
regional and social dialects (cf Gimson-Cruttenden, 1994 : 213-4) ), and is paralleled
by the Welsh language in which there is a marked tendency to avoid a succession of

more than two weak syllables.®
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NOTES CHAPTER TWO

Measurements were taken of /p, t, k/ in the following contexts :

Informant Appendix plosive context
Ml 18 /R/  inthe colliery down in Fern-dale
M1 18 /K/  inthe colliery in Maerdy
Mi 18 /p/ in the pit you see
P19 19 /p/  whenl. lived in Pen-rhys
P19 19 /p/  onapart time basis like
P19 19 /t/  yourtypical r~real Welshman
T1 17 /k/ a good supporter of Cardiff
Tl 17 /p/  and. it depended on now
Tl 17 /p/  but it depended on the one that won
TI 17 /p/ it depended on the one that won
Tl 17 /t/  would be the top dog like
T10 17 /p/  andthe Parry brothers
T9 17 /t/  from Blaina Terrace
T10 17 /t/  butljust told you
T4 17 /kR/  Idon't recall him
M16 18 /t/  hundred and forty before tax
M16 18 /R/  gotto have acar

( underlinings denote stressed syllables)

Thomas, C. (1961: 63, 66) states of / s, f / in the Welsh dialect of Nantgarw

that they are generally uttered with considerable breath force. Ball, M. (1984:
18) has measured the length of frication of the initial fricatives /£, 6/ inthe
South Wales Welsh of Carmarthen as, on average, 140 ms.

The measurements were taken of the following fricatives in the RVE data :

Informant | Appendix Fricative Context Frication
length
M1 18 /f/ and my father 100ms
Mi 18 /£/ and my father 90ms
Mi 18 /5/ showering in the pit 120ms
M9 18 /£/ To hear the fight 100ms
M9 18 /s/ I was insisting now 155ms
M9 18 /f/ To hear the fight 120ms
M9 18 /f/ To hear the fight 115ms
M9 18 /f/ only the fight mind 90ms
M9 18 /f/ once the fight was over 70ms
P10 19 /f/ on official functions 100ms

Measurements of frication length, stressed syllables.
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Thomas, C. (1961: 66) states that /z/is of limited distribution in the local
Welsh dialect in Nantgarw .

The following percentages of informants were found to occasionally use trilled

[r] realizations :

trilled /r/sometimes used
All 63%
over 60's 80%
30's-40's 47%
% of informants producing trilled /r/

Thomas, C. (1961, 73) describes trilled [ r ] as being the most common

variety in initial, medial and final positions in Nantgarw Welsh.

Cennard Davies, lecturer in the Welsh language at the University of Glamorgan
and life-long resident of the Rhondda, informs the researcher that Welsh
speakers in the Rhondda Valleys pronounce words in two distinct ways,
depending on whether they are speaking Welsh or English. Cwmparc, for
example, is /kum'park/when they are speaking in Welsh, but
/kum'pa :k/when they are speaking in English. The word storm (a
borrowing into Welsh from English) is /storm/ when speaking Welsh and
/sto:m/when speaking English. In other words, this feature of Welsh is not

generally transferred by Welsh speakers into their pronunciation of English.

This resembles the pattern for postvocalic /1 /claimed by Thomas, C. (1961:
72) for the local Welsh dialect in which 'aclear / 1 /is used adjacent to a front

vowel and a neutral / 1 / adjacent to back vowels '.

Thomas, C. (1961: 130) states of Nantgarw Welsh ' there seems some
reluctance on the part of dialect speakers to pronounce more than 2

consecutive syllables'.
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3 VOWELS

3.1 Overview

In this section a brief overview of the vowel system of RVE is given. Compared with
the English accents of S.E. Wales described in sec. 1.3, the system is most similar

structurally to that in Port Talbot English (see 1.3.1).

short vowels long vowels

Fig 3.1(a) RVE short monophthongs. Fig 3.1(b) RVE long monophthongs.

Diphthongs

\ O\//’f

Fig 3.1(c) RVE fronting diphthongs. Fig 3.1(d) RVE backing diphthongs.

3.1.1 Vowel system

3.1.1.1

The typical vowel system of broader speakers of RVE can be seen in fig. 3.1.
It consists of :

= gix short vowels:/I,€,a,p,U,A /
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eightlong vowels: /i:,e:,e:,a:,0:,0:,u:,3:~@:/

six diphthongs : / €1, AT, DI, TU, AU, OU /.

3.1.1.2

The main differences in the RVE phonemic inventory from that of RP are:

» the presence of an additional three long monophthongs:

-/e:, 01,/ found in more or less systematic distribution with the
diphthongs /£1i/and /ou/ for words of the FACE and GOAT
lexical sets

- /&1 / used in place of the RP centring diphthong /ea/

* the presence of an additional falling diphthong / Tu /, used in place of RP
/ju:/ forarange of words in the GOOSE lexical set

* the absence of contrast between /A /and schwa

the absence of the RP centring diphthongs /18, Ue, ea/:

- ForRP /18/ in stressed monosyllables and final syllables, e.g. beer, pier,
sincere, RVE uses a disyllabic sequence, typically /i: (j)a/. Forthe
stressed non-final syllables in really, period etc., RVE uses /1i:/

- For RP /ua/ in stressed monosyllables and final syllables, e.g. pure ; sure:,
allure, in RVE there is a disyllabic sequence, typically /u: (w)a/. In non-
final syllables in during ; jury etc., RVE usually has /u:~1u/.

- ForRP /esa/,RVEhas /e:/.

With some speakers of RVE, the pairs /a,a:/; /¢,¢:/(and also /0, o:/where

the latter has an open realization), may be identical, or nearly so, in vowel quality. In

such cases, contrast may only be achieved via length.
With other speakers, however, clear qualitative differences are made. It has been seen

that such qualitative differences may not only represent the influence of RP, but are

also claimed for the Welsh language in S. Wales (see 3.5.2.4).
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3.1.2 Vowel realizations
3.1.2.1

The three short front vowels /T, £, a/ are generally more open than their equivalents

in RP.

The vowel in certain words of the TRAP lexical set (see Appendix 5, p 392) e.g. man;
bad; bag; back , as in other S.E. Wales varieties of English (see 1.3.1.2 & 1.3.3.3),
may be markedly lengthened - with the result that it may be indistinguishable in
realization from the PALM, START vowel.

The two short back vowels /0, U/are similar in realization to RP, and the unrounded

versions reported for Cardiff English are rarely encountered in the data.

3.1.2.2
The long /a:/ vowel, used for words of the PALM, START lexical sets, is very

variable, ranging from a fully fronted [a:] to abacked [g:].

The vowel used for words of the THOUGHT and NORTH lexical sets is typically

[2:~p: ], therefore noticeably more open than in RP.

The long vowel /u: /is generally more backed (less centralized) than in RP.

The vowel used for the NURSE lexical set, although given the same phonemization

/3:/as RP, is very commonly rounded [& :].

3.123
The diphthongs /€1 /( play, day etc), /ou/(know, grow etc) and /au/(cow, house

etc) tend to have closer finishing points than their RP equivalents.

The diphthong /DI / (choice, noise etc) has a more open starting point, and the
diphthongs / AT/ (price, kind etc) and / au/(cow, house etc) more central starting

points than their RP equivalents.
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3.1.3 Lexical incidence

3.1.3.1

The lexical distribution of /1 : /extends to the unstressed final syllables of words of

the HAPPY type. It is also, as just seen ( sec 3.1.1.2), used for words of the NEAR

lexical set

(a) as the first element in disyllabic sequences, e.g. /i:4/, for words like beer,
near, idea, and

(b) as a long monophthong /1 : /, for the stressed syllables in words such as period,

serious, really .

3.13.2
In words of the GOOSE set, /u: /is used for words of o, 0o or ou orthography e.g.

lose, mood, through, but is extensively replaced by /1u/in other orthographies.

In words of the CURE set, /u:/ usually forms the first vowel of disyllabic

sequences ( e.g. /u:a~Tua/) that replace RP /Ua/in words like cure ; poor ; tour .

3.133

The front, half-close monophthong /e : / is contrasted fairly systematically in RVE
with the diphthong /£1/ in words of the FACE lexical set, the diphthong being
typically used for those words containing ior y orthography and the monophthong

for the rest.

3.1.34
The diphthong /ou/tends to be used for words of the GOAT lexical set containing u

or w orthography and the back, half-close monophthong /o0:/ for the rest.

The monophthong /0 / is also usually used for words of the FORCE lexical set, e.g.

sword, Tory. This indicates that, for most speakers at the broader end of the dialect
spectrum, FORCE vowel pronunciations have not merged with the THOUGHT and
NORTH vowels as they have in RP.
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3.1.35

In choice of /a/vs /a:/ for the BATH lexical set, the short vowel is selected by
nearly all broad speakers of RVE where it is followed by a cluster beginning with a
nasal e.g. aunt, command. There is great variability among speakers in selection of

vowel when it is followed by fricatives, such as in laugh, path, pass .

The feature seems to be sociolinguistically sensitive, with some speakers tending to

use the long vowel, often backed, as more 'correct' in more formal styles of speech.

3.1.4 Auditory and acoustic analysis

The descriptions that follow are based on the auditory analysis of (1) the
questionnaire responses of the sixty informants and (2) the supplementary data gained

from the conversations.

Acoustic readings are given, but due to the small number of tokens examined, the
different phonetic environments in which the vowels appeared, and factors such as
those listed in sec 1.6.4, they are taken merely as tentative corroboration of auditory
findings. Formant readings, where stated, are the values for a given vowel averaged
out over the ten informants whose responses were analyzed instrumentally (see
1.6.4.3). The RP formant values with which RVE values are compared are those,

mostly for the frame /h--d/, given in Gimson's Pronunciation of English, revised

by Cruttenden, A. (1994: 96).
A letter followed by a numeral, for example T1 (Treherbert 1), M2 (Maerdy 2), P3

(Porth 3), refers to particular informants. The basic bio-details of each informant can

be seen in Appendix 1(a).
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Fig 3.2 Realizationsof /x1/.

3.21

RVE uses a vowel /x/ for words of the KIT lexical set (see Appendix 5 p 392).
Realizations of /1 / are similar to RP, with most informants producing a centralized,

around half-close front vowel [ & ]. More open variants, e.g. [€~ €] were also

common in the data (see fig. 3.2).

F1/2 frequencies taken of the single questionnaire item pit averaged 483 / 1759,
compared with RP 382 /1958 .

3.2.2

The main differences in distribution of /I /from R.P. concern its reduced incidence in

unstressed vowels:

» The unstressed final vowels in words of the happY type are usually with a vowel
quality nearer [1] than [T].'
F1/F2 formant readings of the final vowel in the questionnaire items beauty,

Jairy, ferry and jury averaged out as 345 / 2157, closer to RVE /i:/than /1/

values.
* Final unstressed closed syllables that are realized by /1/ in RP, for example

Heritage, language, private , were most commonly pronounced by speakers in the
data as [e~ €], particularly in lengthened final syllables, and the underlying

phoneme in such words is assumed to be /</ .
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33
/e/

Fig3.3 Realizations of /e/.

331
RVE has a vowel /€ /, used for words of the DRESS lexical set (see Appendix 5
p 392).

3.3.2

Realizations of RVE /g/, like RVE /1/ are typically more open than in RP

(see fig. 3.3), being generally nearer half-open [ e~¢ ] than half-closed [ e ]; hence it
is phonemized in RVE as / €/ rather than /e/. This accords with the more open

pronunciations noted for other S.E. Wales accents (see 1.3.1.2 & 1.3.3.3).

F1/F2 formants for responses to the questionnaire items pets and ferry averaged out
as 578 / 1732, not significantly different from RP 560/ 1797.

The vowel was commonly found to be markedly lengthened in stressed

syllables[ € "~ € 1 ], e.g. a 'record of him (T4), 'private 'levels (T13), the 'Heritage
'Park (T17), 'hell of a kick (P7), to a degree that its realization was similar to that of
the long vowel /€ : /(see 4.11.10.5).

333

Its distribution is similar to that in RP. The only departures found were the occasions
in which it replaced RP /1I/ in the unstressed endings of words like Heritage,

language, private (see 3.2.2) .
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Fig 3.4 Realizations of /a/.

34.1
RVE /a/is used for words of the TRAP lexical set (Appendix 5 p 392), and is more

common in the data than the long vowel /a: /for words of the BATH lexical set.

34.2
Realizations in the data are typically more open than RP /&/ (see fig 3.4), similar to
the position in Port Talbot English (see 1.3.1.2).

They vary from fully fronted to slightly backed, and from fully open to slightly
raised, therefore [a~a or &~& ]. F1/F2 formant values for realizations of the

questionnaire items bat and dance averaged out as 685/1300, compared with RP
732/1527.

343
The most noticeable variation in realization of /a/is the incidence of lengthening of
certain TRAP words, especially in monosyllabic words like man; sad. This, as seen

(1.3.1.2 & 1.3.3.3), is a characteristic of other varieties of S.E.Wales English and also
of West country English.”
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3.4.3.1
In RVE, lengthening of /a/ appears to be very common - instances of marked

lengthening were found in the conversational data with 73% of informants (83% of

the over 60's and 63% of the 30's age group).

= QOccurrences were most striking in stressed monosyllables e.g.
man [e.g. the old 'man (T2 referring to his father)]
back {e.g.afull 'back (T10) ]
sad [e.g.it's'sad to'see (T7) ]

Mam [ e.g.'Mam was 'there (T4) ]

Dad [e.g.'wasn'tit'Dad (M1) ]

bad [e.g. my'legs are'bad (M11) ]

that [ e.g. affer 'that (P2) ]

match [ e.g. be'fore every 'match (P19) ]

mat | e.g.'leave the 'key under the 'mat (M19)
bag [e.g.'old'satchel 'bags (P5) ]

badge [ e.g. with 'badges (P12) ]

» (Clear lengthening also occurred in stressed polysyllabic words, for instance:
they had 'talent (T9),
Jfrom the 'valleys (T13),
Jjust about 'managing (M15);
in 'Dagenham (M17),
too many 'waggons (P8);
to a 'chapel (P10)

be'fore I got 'married

The examples above show there is no restriction on the phonetic environment of /a/
lengthening, although in the data it was more common - and the effect was more

marked - when the vowel was followed by a voiced consonant.

3432

Realization of the lengthened /a/vowel varied. Some informants simply produced
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longer versions of the vowel they used elsewhere in the data.

Others produced a more backed vowel, similar or identical in quality to that they used
for the PALM, START lexical sets. For example, a backed [g-] was used by
informant (T3) for the vowel in sad in the 'only 'sad thing I 'see which was identical

in quality with his vowel in PALM, START words such as calm, father, start etc
[&:~q: ], whereas he invariably used a fronted [a] in non-lengthened words of the

TRAP lexical set.

For speakers producing lengthened versions of /a/similar to their PALM/START
vowels, the question arises in RVE whether the variation, for them, is allophonic or
lexical. Whereas /a/ lengthening appears to be a general optional strategy to realize

stress, it appears that the lengthening of particular words, e.g. man, back, bag, sad and
bad = ill, is more routine than others and could therefore be interpreted (for the

speakers concerned) as lexically conditioned.

3433
The questionnaire-annex probed the 12 informants' pronunciation of bad = not good,

compared with bad = ill. Eight of them noticeably lengthened the former, producing
[a'~& " ].In bad=ill , however, the lengthening was more striking, and the vowel

quality was markedly backed [ & : ~¢ ] with 9 out of the 12 informants .This finding

gives some support to the lexical hypothesis.

3434
As will be seen in discussion of the prosodics of RVE (sec 4.11.10.2 ), the opposite
phenomenon to lengthening could be found in stressed syllables, i.e. the shortening of

/a/ and lengthening of the succeeding consonant.

3.4.4
Next, we may look at the incidence in RVE of /a/vs /a:/ in words of the BATH

lexical set, divided by Wells, J. (1982: 133-5) into four sub-sets (see Appendix 5
p 393)°
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1 sub-set (a), where the BATH vowel is followed by fortis fricatives (e.g. staff,
path, brass, raft, laughter)

2 sub-set (b), where it is followed by a cluster consisting of a nasal and an

obstruent (e.g. dance, grant, demand, answer)

3 sub-set (¢), containing words from categories (a) [e.g. calf], (b) [e.g. can']
and others, which are generally pronounced with long /a: / in the north of
England

4 an 'appendix’' sub-set, containing words which are variable between

/a/and long /a:/in RP (e.g. graph, plastic, lather, contralto)

3.44.1
The questionnaire responses of each informant for the items grass; dance,; laughing;

example were examined, together with all occurrences of stressed BATH items in the

conversational data.

Deciding whether a given version was phonemically /a:/ or /a/ was not easy in
cases where informants had a similar vowel quality for both: an informant's response
of [a~ ] might be analyzable either as /a:/, oras /a/ that was lengthened through

stress .

3442
The findings in the combined sets of data, questionnaire responses and conversation

data, can be summarised as follows (see Appendix 6 for details of findings):

O Where the BATH vowel is in the environment of nasalC obstruentC ,

for example dance; example, plant, 97% of occurrences were with the TRAP
vowel /a/.
a By contrast, when the vowel is in the environment of fortis fricativeC,

although /a/still predominated, considerable variability was found in the data :
* (a) 66% of occurrences in the environment of /s/ (e.g. pass, class,

glasses) were with /a/
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3.443

(b) 88% of occurrences in the environmentof __ /s/C (e.g. past, master,

ask) were with /a/. The latter figures, however, do not include the word
‘last’ which, contrary to all the other items in set (b), was usually with /a:/in
the data (12 out of 16 occurrences).

Only 12% of occurrences in the environment of _ /f/, e.g. laughing,
half were pronounced with /a/, indicating a clear preference for /a:/.
By contrast, 91% of occurrences in the environmentof __ /f/C,

e.g. after, graft, draught, were with /a/.

In the environment of ____ /©/, only three items occurred in the data :
bath, bathing (meaning taking a bath) and parh. There was no significant

tendency towards /a/ or /a:/(52% and 48% of occurrences, respectively.)

The incidence of /a/vs /a: /in broader forms of RVE can, very roughly, be

summarised as follows:

1.

The short vowel is overwhelmingly used in the environment of __ nasalC
obstruentC , e.g. dance, example.

The short vowel is also much the more common in word stems where it is in the
environment of ___fricativeC obstruent C, e.g. past, shaft

A short vowel is also generally the more common in the environment of

fortis fricativeC, but in this latter environment there is much more

variability.

The situation is similar to that described in other Welsh accents of English,

particularly to that in Port Talbot English (see 1.3.1.2).

3444

The rough summary above conceals a good deal of variability, such as the departure

of the word last from 'pattern’ (2), the large number of words (e.g. France) being

found with two different pronunciations (see Appendix 6), and related meanings of a

lexical item being pronounced in different ways, such as glass (of beer) being found

with /a/, but glasses (= spectacles) having /a:/.
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No explanation will be attempted for the variability found, since, in addition to such
sociolinguistic factors as the pressure exerted by prestige forms, complex processes of
lexical diffusion are involved, the history of which (at least) in Welsh English is

obscure.

3.5
/a:/
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*

Fig 3.5 Realizations of /a:/

3.5.1
RVE /a:/ is used for words of the PALM and START lexical sets (see Appendix 5,

p 395, 398), and also, as seen above, for some words of the BATH lexical set.

352
The questionnaire responses for calm, father, and start together with occurrences of

words of the PALM and START lexical sets in the conversational data were

examined for /a: / realizations.

Realizations were found to be typically fully open ; raised versions [a : ] were rare

compared with the number reported for Cardiff English (see 1.3.3.3) .

Six of the informants (10% of the total) were found to pronounce START words with
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3.5.2.2
The overall resuits only narrowly, if at all, justify a phonemization as /a: /rather

than /a: /for RVE : ascore of 35.0 out of a possible 60 for PALM vowels and 36.5
for START vowels.

Comparing the two age-groups, the scores of the over 60's on average show
marginally more fronting of the vowel than the 30's, with a ratio of 18.5:16.5 for

the PALM vowel and 19.5 : 17.0 for the START vowel.

Comparing the three locations, the scores at Porth are the most fronted and those at
Treherbert the most backed for both PALM and START vowels. The scores for
Treherbert can be seen to show, overall, an almost exact neutrality between fronted
and backed.

3523
In summary, the long vowel /a: /is extremely variable in quality in RVE, ranging

from fronted versions [a:~a :~& :] to RP-like backed versions [&:~q: ].

Over half of the informants ( 52.5% ) produced versions that were neither fronted nor

backed : i.e. that were centralized, or which varied between the two.

The remaining informants (47.5%) who produced more or less consistently a single

version split into 33.3%, using fronted, and 14.2%, using backed versions.

For the 33% of informants who consistently produced a fronted version, the phonemic
contrast between the TRAP vowel /a/and the PALM/START vowel /a: /is carried

by length alone. It is, with them, often difficult to say which is being used. since

(as seen in 3.4.3.1) the 'short' TRAP vowel is frequently lengthened in RVE.

F1/F2 formant values averaged 791/1417 for fronted versions. For backed versions,

values averaged 682/ 1117, comparable with RP 687 /1077.
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3.5.24
Little can be gleaned from the data about the reasons for variation, and since the scope
of the project did not extend as far as investigation of sociolinguistic variables, few

clues from this direction present themselves in the present research.

Hypothesizing that the backed [a: ] represented the socially more prestigious

version, realizations in the questionnaire were compared with realizations in the
possibly more casual speech style of the free conversation data. Perhaps surprisingly,
little evidence was found of style shifting. This might indicate the difference between

speech styles found in the questionnaire and conversational stages of the interview

was not marked, and / or that vowel quality in /a : /realizations is not as

sociolinguistically sensitive as /h/-dropping (see 2.4.5).

It is by no means certain, however, that the backed /a: /emanates from RP influence.
Jones, G. (1984: 53), in a description of southern Welsh, phonemizes the long vowel
as /a/and short vowel as /a/ , maintaining that there is 'a marked gualitative and

quantitative difference' between them [my italics] .

This raises the hypothesis that backed versions may also be influenced by the Welsh
language substratum ; it may be a factor, for example, in the finding that the highest
number of backed versions were among the over 60's in the location of Treherbert -

where neighbouring Treorchy has the highest proportion of Welsh speakers in the
Rhondda.
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Fig 3.6 Realizations of /n/.

3.6.1
In RVE, there is no difference in pronunciation between words of the LOT and
CLOTH lexical sets (see Appendix 5, p 392, 394).

3.6.2
The questionnaire items rod, broth, salt and false were analyzed . It was found that for
each of these words the same backed, slightly rounded short vowel in the region of C5

was used, phonemized as /D/.

Only three informants (5%) produced realizations with reduced lip-rounding [0 ].

The evidence of the data is that this is not anything like as common a feature as
observed in Cardiff English (see 1.3.3.3).

F1/F2 formant values for rod, broth averaged out as 582 /983, compared with
RP 593 / 866. The higher F2 values might possibly indicate slightly more centralized

values than in R.P.

3.6.3
The vowel could be markedly lengthened when strongly stressed, e.g. bother

[bo*3a]. Alternatively, it could be shortened and the succeeding consonant
lengthened, e.g. sospan [sBs :pan]. Such length variations of vowels in RVE will

be discussed in sec. 4.11.10.

103



3.6.4

Concerning lexical distribution :

0 Words of the CLOTH lexical set, e.g. broth, across, often were always
pronounced with /0/.

o Both salf and faise - from the THOUGHT lexical set - were also always with /n/.
In the conversational data, it was found that such a pronunciation extended to
other words of the THOUGHT set where the vowel is in the environment of
_ /J1/fonisC ,e.g. fault, alter and also.

3.6.5

The findings for RVE with respect to /p/are substantially the same as reported for
Port Talbot English (Connolly, J. 1990: 124-5).

Fig 3.7 Realizations of /u/ .

3.7.1

RVE /u/ is broadly the same in realization and lexical distribution as in RP.

3.7.2

Analysis was carried out of informants' pronunciation of the questionnaire items

Jootball, soot, and tooth. It was found that 98.3% ( % Jeo ) of the informants

pronounced soot and footh (from the GOOSE lexical set) with the FOOT vowel

/u/, ratherthan /u:/asin RP.
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3.7.3

/U /was typically realized as a nearer centre than back, half-close vowel with medium

lip-rounding. Like its mirror-image / I/, it may be more open than in RP [o-0].

F1 /2 formant values for the items tooth, soot averaged out as 494 / 1142 compared
to RP 414/ 1051. The higher F1 and F2 values give some support to the auditory

finding of greater open-ness than in RP.

A small number of informants (4 out of the sixty) produced less rounded versions

approaching the un-rounded, centralized realization [¥ ] reported for Cardiff English

in Collins, B. and Mees, 1. (1990: 94).

3.7.4
Lexical distribution of /u/extended to the first element of disyllabic realizations of
words in the CURE lexical set, such as poor pronounced /pu[w]a/ (see 3.14.6-8),

although this first element could also be closer ( /u: /).
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Fig 3.8 Realizationsof /a/[o].

3.8.1
Realizations of stressed /a/were analyzed in the questionnaire 1tems bdlood and

butter. They were found to be central and in the region of half-open, typically [A ]
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(see fig. 3.8). F1/ F2 formant values averaged out over the two items as 566 / 1370,
compared with that of RP (695 / 1224), providing some confirmation of a more raised

and central vowel quality .

3.8.2
Realizations of the open, final unstressed syllables in the questionnaire items butter,

father, sofa, fire, shower , beer , poor , sure and cure were examined.

The realizations were variable. They were often with shortened vowels that could be
transcribed [ @] , as in RP. In strongly accented words, however, realizations were
characteristically with lengthened vowels of a fuller and more open quality

[A~A ~e]. 82% of informants produced at least one such lengthened, open version in

the word series listed above.

Such realizations are linked to the phonetic strength of the final syllable seen to be a
feature of the Welsh language (sec. 4.3.4.5), and the presumed transfer of this feature
to RVE will be discussed in sec. 4.11.10.3.

Acoustic analysis provided some confirmation of a more open (than RP) unstressed

final vowel, with average F1 / F2 values as follows :

- fire & beer - 569/ 1593
- butter & father - 591 /1429
- sofa-592 /1272

- shower, poor, sure & cure - 551 /1273

3.83

The unstressed vowels in the closed final syllables of the questionnaire items period

and beard were also examined.
0 The vowel in the final syllable -iod of the word period was realized by most

informants with a rising diphthong [TA~1o] or [jA~je]. Lengthened vowels

with a more open vowel quality were also heard, e.g. [ I A~JAT.
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@ The word beard was pronounced by 47% of informants with realizations of the
type / A/ in its final syllable, and by 53% with a more close vowel quality

assignable to /3/.

F1 /F2 formant values for the questionnaire items beard ; period averaged out as
514/ 1651. This reflects the larger number of closer vowel qualities found ( with F1

values of 515 or lower ) than was the case with open unstressed final syllables.

3.84

In summary, stressed /a/ in words of the STRUT lexical set (e.g. 'supper,; blood)

is central and usually more raised than in RP, being typically around half open
[A~A~4 ]. Because of the lack of any obvious contrasts between /A/ and schwa,

these are held to be the same vowel. The findings are thus similar to those for other

varieties of S.E. Wales English (see 1.3.1.2, 1.3.2 & 1.3.3.3.). *

For the merged phoneme, the symbol /A/ is chosen since it best represents the sound

of the stressed vowel in its citation form.

The symbol [ o] may be used to represent allophones of closer quality used in short,
unstressed syllables, but it should be kept in mind that an allophonic stressed-
unstressed relationship between /a/and [®@] by no means always applies in RVE,
since the vowel in final unstressed syllables of words such as 'butter , 'sofa

frequently has an open quality.
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Fig3.9 Realizationsof /i:/

3.9.1
Realizations of /i : / were examined in the questionnaire items meat, wheel, beer,

beard and period .

Vowel quality was found to be generally similar to RP /1 : /(see fig 3.9), whereas in
Abercrave English it is said to be very close ( Tench, P.1990: 135 ) and in Cardiff
English, also, it is reported to be 'noticeably closer and more front' than RP (Collins,
B. and Mees, 1. 1990 : 94-95) .

Average F1 / F2 formant values for meat, wheel were 324 /2251 and 321 /2202
respectively, for the first vowel of beer, beard (combined) 358 / 2089, and for the
first vowel of period 341 /2081. These figures show more open F1 values relative to
RP 275/2221 , but these may be due to context, the RP tokens being produced in a
/h-d/frame.

3.9.2

In closed syllables, the vowel quality was generally free from diphthongization. This
tended to be so even in syllables closed by /1/. The pronunciation of wheel was
found to be a relatively pure monophthong with 80% of the informants. Only 20% of
them showing marked breaking towards /1/ in the form of [1:°17] .
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In open syllables, too, vowel quality could be pure. Of the twelve informants

pronouncing the word #ree in the questionnaire annexe, half of them had relatively

pure realizations, while the remaining half showed mild [ 1] diphthongization.

393

The following were the main differences in lexical incidence from RP :

O As seen in sec 3.2.2, the unstressed final vowel in happY-type words (e.g.
beauty, jury in the questionnaire data) tends towards /i : / rather than the / 1/
of RP.!

0 RVE distribution of /i : /also extends to the NEAR lexical set ( see 3.19) :

* Words pronounced in RP as monosyllables with the diphthong /19/ like
beer, fear, pier etc typically have disyllabic pronunciations, in which
/1i:/is used for the first element : beer is, thus, in RVE usually
/bi:a/. Such pronunciations are also the norm in words like idea, career,
appear, interfere.

* Inwords of the NEAR lexical set like serious, period, hero, RVE generally
uses a pure monophthong /i :/ in place of the RP /18/. This pattern leads to
a situation where in RVE the word realcanbe /ri:al/ and really

/ri:li:/.

These RVE findings for lexical distribution of /i : /are substantially the same as in
other S.E. Wales studies (see 1.3.1.2 & 1.3.3.3).
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3.10

/e:i/ /gi/

Fig 3.10(a) Realizations of /e:/

3.10.1

The pilot study (see 1.3.5) had indicated the strong presence in RVE of both a
monophthong /e : /and diphthong /€1 /for words of the FACE lexical set (see

Appendix 5, p 395). The current research gave the opportunity of investigating the
lexical distribution of these in RVE.

3.10.2

The origins of diphthong and monophthong in RVE are a matter for speculation,
because English has grown comparatively recently in the S.E. Wales Valleys (see

1.2.4) and there is, thus, little historical evidence by which their evolution might be

traceable.

o It may be assumed that one source of the diphthong was RP, taught in the early
days of RVE by schoolteachers (see 1.2.6), and (it may be assumed) still
continuing to exert influence as the 'correct' and prestigious form.

@ The influence of the Welsh Language, on the other hand, has been towards a
monophthong, since Welsh contains /e:/[asin /he:n/ 'old' ] but not a
comparable diphthong. Jones, G. (1984: 54-55) describes this monophthong as a
long vowel articulated 'slightly below the front half-close position'.

o Influence, if any, from neighbouring counties of England may be deduced from

LAE (Linguistic Atlas of England) findings seen in Appendix 7(a). For the words

grave, spade, bacon, April, make, break :

* Realizations were mainly diphthongal in the South Midlands, extending into

Herefordshire and northern Gloucestershire. Since diphthongs were also used
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for drain, faint, tail, lay, weigh etc, these areas were ‘diphthong only” at the

time of the SED surveys on which LAE was based.

= They were mainly monophthongal in the South West, including southern
Gloucestershire and North Devon. Such areas exhibited a patterning of
monophthong and diphthong:

- a monophthong was used for grave, spade, bacon, April, make, break etc

- adiphthong was used for drain, daisy, faint, tail, lay, weigh etc

Such a patterning seems to reflect a situation in which the merging of the
Middle English vowels /a:/, /e:/and /ei~el/, firstas [€: ], then
moving qualitatively to [e: ] - a process known as the Long Mid Mergers

(cf Wells, J. 1982: 192-3) - largely hadn't taken place.’

3.10.3
SAWD ( Parry, D. 1977: 45-6, 50-1, 72-4) recorded the incidence of monophthong vs
diphthong across S.E. Wales, including for the words :

(a) gate ; grave ; make ; take ( from Middle English /a: /), and for break, great

( from Middle English /€:/)
(b) chain ; clay ; eight ; hay ; neighbours ; tail ; weigh ; whey (with diphthongs
/ei~eei/in Middle English).

Findings for selected areas of Gwent, Mid Glamorgan, South Glamorgan and West
Glamorgan are shown in Appendix 8 (a & b). They can be summarized as follows :
1. Inlocations of Gwent near the Gloucestershire / Herefordshire border [ Pandy,
Rockﬁeld; Tintern and Undy ], only diphthongs were found.
2. In South Gower [ Middleton and Horton] , known to have been settled from
across the Bristol Channel, a patterning was found similar to that reported in
LAE for North Devon (see 3.10.2 and Appendix 7a) : monophthongs for set (a),
and mainly diphthongs, typically with a wide movement [ ei~ei ], for set (b).
3. In West Glamorgan (other than Gower), findings were extremely variable. For

example, only monophthongs were found at Resolven in the upper Neath
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Valley, whereas an exact patterning of monophthongs and diphthongs was
found at Glais in the neighbouring Swansea Valley .

4. Along the coastal plain of South Glamorgan to the west of Cardiff, only
monophthongs were found in Cowbridge. A mixture of monophthongs and
diphthongs, with a tendency towards patterning, was found elsewhere.

5. Inthe Gwent and Mid Glamorgan Valleys, a very variable mixture of
monophthongs and diphthongs were found.

- In Pontlottyn, Miskin and Cwmfelin, predominantly monophthongs were
found, i.e. they occurred not only for set (a) but also for some words in
set (b) .

- In Hengoed and Tonteg, by contrast, only diphthongs were found, as in
Cardiff English.®

- In other locations, there was some tendency towards patterning :

monophthongs for set (a) and diphthongs for set (b), but this was by no

means clear.

FACE vowel : Diphthong vs Monophthong areas

Fig3.10.3 An amalgamation of the SAWD findings for ‘gate’ and LAE findings for ‘spade’.
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3.10.4

To explore the situation in RVE, an auditory analysis was carried out of the
questionnaire items ‘A’ & 'K’; waste & waist; stale & tail; behave; waiting and of
occurrences of words of the FACE lexical set found in the conversational data. Full
details of the findings, with a listing of most lexical items heard, can be seen in

Appendix 9.

3.10.5

3.10.5.1

Realizations of the monophthong were characteristically a front (or slightly backed),
approximately half-close, long vowel [ e: ]. It was usually pure, although some of the
informants had slight glides in the environment of a following /1/ (e.g. in stale), or

following /n/ (e.g. in arrange).

F1 /F2 formant values for monophthongal versions of the alphabet letter ‘4’
averaged out as 420 / 2105, and for monophthongal versions of the items waste, stale,
behave as 419/ 1986.

3.10.5.2
The diphthong was realized as a glide usually starting between half-open and half-

close, and typically finishing closer than RP , therefore generally [e1i~e1].

F1 / F2 formant values for the start and finish elements of diphthongal versions,

averaged for the questionnaire items X (letter of the alphabet) and ail, were as

follows :
START POINT FINISHING POINT
F1 F2 F1 F2
RVE 452 1968 363 2158
RP 587 1945 413 2130

Although only rough comparison can be made because of the different environments
in which these were produced, such acoustic evidence appears to confirm a closer

finish than in RP.
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3.10.6
All the sixty RVE informants exhibited both a monophthong /e : /and a diphthong

/€1 /at some stage during their interviews. No informant produced exclusively

monophthongal or diphthongal realizations in the data.

3.10.7
3.10.7.1
The findings for lexical distribution of the monophthong and diphthong were
generally the same as in Port Talbot English (see 1.3.1.2), and as in the SAWD
findings for much of S.E. Wales (see 3.10.3): To a large extent there was a patterning
in which

a a diphthong was found for words containing orthographic / or y, e.g. tail;

plays

0 amonophthong was found otherwise e.g. in make, great

92% of the informants distinguished between, in at least 80% of the tokens recorded
for them, words with 7 or _y orthographies and words with other orthographies.7
The patterning was sufficiently marked, with informants contrasting words like
eight / ate ;. tail / stale with sufficient regularity, for it to be maintained that the

diphthong and monophthong constitute separate phonemes:

No difference at all was found between the age groups: the 'right' pronunciation
between monophthong and diphthong averaged out at 90% for both groups. Nor
was there any significant difference between localities, 'right pronunciations' being
produced 92% of the time by Treherbert , 87 % by Maerdy and 90% by Porth

informants.

3.10.7.2
Fig 3.10.7.2 illustrates the lexical incidence of /e:/vs /ei/pronunciations for

twelve informants - four being selected from each location (Treherbert. Maerdy,

Porth) at regular numerical intervals.
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FACE VOWEL: LEXICAL INCIDENCE WITH 12 INFORMANTS

informant /el /ei/

T5 waste; waist; stale; behave; tail; waiting; Hayden, played;
name,; became, age; face; training
rapier

T10 waste; waist; stale; behave, tail; waiting; against
game,; Dunraven; parades

T15 waste; waist; stale*; behave; stale*®; tail; waiting; days
basically; same; Wales,
conservation; places

T20 waste, stale; behave, rapier; waist; tail; waiting
ale; Davies

M5 waste; waist; stale; behave; tail; waiting, maiden, eight;
breaking; made,; Labour,
Ferndale; rapier

M10 waste; waist,; stale; behave tail; waiting

M15 waste; waist; stale; behave; tail; waiting; entertainers;
(Stanley) Baker; Ferndale; takes; train;, maintain
Wales; place; great

M20 waste; waist; stale; behave; tail; waiting; neighbours,
make,; desecrated; plaice; rain; conveyors

P5 waste, stale; cooper'ative; waist, tail; behave; waiting;
education; blazer; great, gained; days; race
Davies; date; Wales

P10 waste; waist; stale; behave; tail; waiting; main
great; base; famous, age;
came,; mates; taken; related;
Wales

P15 waste; waist; stale; behave; tail; waiting; explain, stayed;
same,; name, mates; maintenance
(Stanley) Baker

P20 waste; waist; stale; behave; tail; waiting; eight

lemonade, taking; slates

indicates that informant pronounced it with both monophthong and diphthong

Fig 3.10.7.2 Lexical incidence of /e : /vs /ei/for FACE vowel, twelve informants.
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3.10.7.3

Of the words encountered in the data with __ i and __y orthography , (see fig.
3.10.7.2 and Appendix 9), the questionnaire word waisr seemed to form a significant
departure from the 'rule'; 80% of informants pronouncing it with monophthongal

/e : /. Despite its orthography, however, the word derives from Middle English
/a:/, so this apparent exception in fact only serves to provide additional evidence of

the existence of Long Mid Merger patterning of monophthong vs diphthong in RVE
(see 3.10.2).

3.10.7.4

There were more ‘exceptions’ in the other direction, with instances of many words
e.g. places, came, same, takes, race, chaos, dangerous, ancient, changes being found
with the diphthong.

3.10.7.5

For the last three of this list, where the FACE vowel is spelled with @ in the
environment of a following cluster beginning with a nasal, 75% (six out of eight) of
occurrences noted in the data were with /£i/. This resembles the findings reported

for Port Talbot English (Connolly, J. 1981: 52).

3.10.7.6

Monophthongal and diphthongal realizations of words with -ation endings (e.g.
education, cooperation, nationalization, accommodation) were encountered in the
data in more or less equal proportions. This uncertainty of incidence was illustrated by

a single informant ( T9 ) producing both monophthongal and diphthongal realizations

of the word station.

3.10.7.7
Despite such departures and uncertainties of incidence, the differentiation between the
two phonemes may be judged sufficiently systematic in the data to justify the

assigning of two separate phonemes. For example :

* 95 % of informants ( >’/ ) contrasted stale / tail in the questionnaire data.
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= Several other contrasts emerged in the speech of individual informants e.g. grear /
eight M17); 'claim to fame' (P13) ; and made / maiden (M5).

= The first vowel of the word their was always pronounced with the diphthong
/ei/ in the data , the word being usually rendered disyllabically [ei(j)e].?

» Nearly all informants differentiated between the phonemes in the pronunciation of
place-names : Wales, Ferndale, Beddau and (Clydach) Vale were with a
monophthong and (Cardiff) Bay and Maindee and Spain with a diphthong.

s All informants differentiated systematically between the phonemes in personal
names e.g. using the monophthong for James, Davies, David, (Aunty) Kate and
(Stanley) Baker, while using the diphthong for Wayne, Bill (Paynter), Hayden
and Taylor.

3.11
/e:/

Fig3.11 Realizations of /&:/

3.11.1
RVE has a monophthongal /¢ : / for the SQUARE lexical set (Appendix 5 p 398),

whereas RP has a diphthong /£a/.° Realization and distribution of this vowel is

similar to that in Port Talbot English and Abercrave English (see 1.3.1.2 & 1.3.2).
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3.11.2
Informants' pronunciations of pair and fairy in the questionnaire data and of other
words of the SQUARE lexical set in the conversational data [ care, dare, hair, chair,

mayor, there, where, area etc] were analyzed.

It was found that nearly all items were pronounced with a monophthong, which was

of approximately half open quality and is phonemized as /€: /.

10% of the informants (6 out of 60) at some time or other exhibited rhotic
pronunciations of pair usually in the form of approximant [ £:*] colouring at the end

of the vowel. Two informants had glides towards schwa at the end of the vowel

although the pronunciations were still, on the whole, monophthongal in character.’

No trace in RVE was found of the near C2 version reported in Cardiff English
(Collins, B. & Mees, 1. 1990: 95). ¢

F1/F2 formants vowels for the questionnaire items pair and fairy averaged out as
520/1802.

3.11.3
3.11.3.1

The vowel was typically similar in quality to the /¢ /used in words of the DRESS
lexical set. Because the phonemic distinction between the two vowels, in that case, is
based on contrasts of length alone, and because /< ; / is sometimes pronounced with
reduced length and /& / is sometimes lengthened with stress (see 4.11.10.5) the

difference between the two phonemes can be completely neutralized.

3.11.3.2
Reduced vowel length of /€ :/ was common in the environment of a following

prevocalic /r/, so that words like fairy & ferry ; vary & very ( and, one could
hypothesize, Mary & merry ) sound similar.
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This feature of RVE pronunciation may be due to influence from the Welsh
substratum: There is no long /£ : /in the Welsh language, only the short vowel /€/.
Thomas, C. (1961: 102) states that, in the local Welsh dialect, that lengthening of [ €]

'occurs only in stressed mono-syllables .... or in stressed final syllables'.

Vowel length was compared between the questionnaire words pair and fairy. In the
former it was always long. In the latter, a two-syllable word, it was often short with
the effect that with 45% of all speakers - 57% of the over 60's and 33% of the 30's age
group - the length as well as quality of fairy and ferry were substantially the same.
With one speaker, lengthening it through stress, the vowel in ferry was actually
longer than in fairy.

The difference between the two age groups would seem to indicate that reduced
vowel length in such environments is a feature that is declining among younger

generations.

3.12
/o:/

NN

N

000

Fig3.12 Realizations of /0:/

3.12.1
RVE uses a vowel in the vicinity of C6 for words of the THOUGHT and NORTH
lexical sets ( see Appendix 5 p 396, 399). It is phonemized as /0:/ although its

realization is generally more open than RP.

119



3.12.2

Auditory analysis was carried out of informants' pronunciations of the questionnaire
items caught (THOUGHT lexical set), north NORTH lexical set) and of all clearly
heard incidences of THOUGHT, NORTH words in the conversational data.

3.12.2.1
THOUGHT & NORTH words were both realized as a back, around half-open long

vowel, typically more open than RP, with slight to medium lip-rounding

[o:~0:~D: ] (see fig. 3.12).

F1/F2 formant values for the questionnaire items north ; caught averaged out as
539 / 878 and 542 / 873 respectively, providing tentative confirmation of the generally
more open realization of these vowels than in RP ( F1 / F2 values : 453 / 642).

3.1222
The findings resemble those in Port Talbot English (Connolly, J. 1981: 56-7). They
are also similar to those in the 'more Welsh' Abercrave English (Tench, P.1990: 136-

7), where the THOUGHT and NORTH vowels are phonemized as /p: /.

There was no occurrence in the data of the un-rounded, half-open centralized vowel

/A:/, reported for Cardiff English ( Collins, B. and Mees, 1. 1990: 93-5).

3.12.23

Five of the sixty informants (8.3%) pronounced one or more NORTH words in the

data with rhoticity (see 2.6.7.1). None of these informants, however, produced

consistently rhotic pronunciations for NORTH words. No rolled /1 /realization with

an open, short vowel] (nor0) was found in the data, even from the Welsh speakers.'?

3.122.4
A large minority of informants, twenty six out of sixty (43%), pronounced NORTH

words consistently at or near the open end of the spectrum [Q 1~ : ], and a still

significant but smaller minority, eighteen out of sixty (30%), did so for THOUGHT
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words. For these, /p:/ would be a more accurate phonemization. Since, in the local
Welsh dialect, the phoneme /0 : / does not exist, such speakers may be substituting a

lengthened version of the Welsh short vowel /n/, described by Thomas, C. (1961:

19) as'a nearly open, backed vowel with open lip rounding.'

3.12.2.5

With other informants, the open-ness of their realizations was noticeably variable:
One informant (T7), for example, pronounced northern with an RP-like [0: ] and
then George with a more open [D : ]. Another ( P8 ), gave two different versions of

the single word rorth, one with a rhotic /0 *°/ and the other with /9 :/.

3.12.3

RVE /9 : /has the following main differences of lexical distribution from RP :

o It does not extend to items of the THOUGHT lexical sub-set (b) (Appendix 5,
p 396) e.g. false, salt, also, fault, alter . All such words in the data were
regularly pronounced by informants with /n/, and can be regarded as belonging

to the LOT lexical set in RVE.
o It is infrequently used for words of the CURE lexical set (see Appendix 5, p 400).

* None of the sixty informants used /o : /for the questionnaire item poor
(which was typically /pu:a/).
®=  Only two of the sixty informants (3.3%) used it for the questionnaire item
tour (both with rhoticity).
o It is not, as will be seen in the next section (3.12.4), generally used for words of

the FORCE lexical set (see Appendix 5 p 399).

3.124

In order to investigate pronunciations of words of the FORCE lexical set, realizations
were examined of the word sword in the main questionnaire, of the item Tories in
the questionnaire annexe (see Appendix 3), and of occurrences of FORCE words in

the conversational data.
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3.124.3
The following contrasts or near contrasts, between THOUGHT/NORTH vowels on

the one hand and FORCE words on the other, were among those observed in the data,

the first word of each pair being found with /o : /and the second with [0 ]:

Jor [ four;
or/ oar;
saw / store;

morning / more

The conclusion is that in RVE, particularly among the older speakers, these comprise

different phonemes.

3.12.5
Such different pronunciations for THOUGH/NORTH words, on the one hand, and
FORCE words on the other, reflect a situation in which a merging of pronunciation of

these lexical sets has not taken place ( cf Wells, J. 1982: 234-7).

How this arose in the S.E. Wales valleys is a matter of speculation, since RVE is of
recent origin there. There may have been some influence from the varieties brought
into the Valleys by immigrant working class populations during the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, although in the West Country - the major source of immigration -

pronunciations of both vowels would have been rhotic.

The Welsh language, also, may have exerted influence, to the extent that it contains
/v/and /o /, therefore potentially reinforcing the vowel difference between the

THOUGHT / NORTH - FORCE words.

3.12.6
Since the incidence of /o : / for the questionnaire item sword was less in the speech

of the 30's age-group than in the speech of the over 60's (fig 3.12.4.1), it is possible

that erosion of this feature of RVE is under way. However, most of the informants in
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the 30's age-group were found to produce /0 : / at some stage or other in the data for
FORCE words. Only three out of sixty informants (T16, M3, P15) did not do so,
consistently producing more or less the same vowel /0 /for all three lexical sets

(THOUGHT; NORTH; FORCE).

3.12.7.
FORCE words in RVE were realized with a back half-close, or just below half-close

vowel, with medium rounding [o:~Q :~9 : ], similar to monophthongal realizations

of the GOAT vowel (see 3.13).

F1/F2 values for the questionnaire item sword averaged out as 421 / 842, similar fo
the values for monophthongal realizations of the GOAT vowel (see 3.13.5), and with
markedly lower F1 values than the RVE NORTH / THOUGHT vowel /0:/

(F1 values 539 and 542 respectively).

The vowel was generally pure, although glides to schwa were heard from some

informants [o0:°].

3.12.8

RVE findings for the FORCE vowel are similar to those in other S.E. Wales accents.
In Port Talbot English, Connolly, J. (1990, 123) assigns /o :/ to FORCE words, as
does Tench, P. (1990, 136-8) for Abercrave English. In Cardiff English, on the other
hand, the distinction between THOUGHT/NORTH and FORCE words is said to 'have
disappeared' except with some older speakers (Collins, B. and Mees, 1. 1990: 95) .
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3.13
/o:/ /ou/

v T,

N NP

Fig 3.13(a) Realizations of /0:/. Fig 3.13(b) Realizations of /ou/.

3.13.1
The pilot study had indicated the presence of both a monophthong and a diphthong for
words of the GOAT lexical set (see Appendix 5 p 396) in RVE. The current research

aimed to investigate the lexical distribution and realization of these.

3.13.2
As with FACE words, SAWD (1977, ed. Parry, D. ) shows up a very varied incidence
of monophthongs and diphthongs for GOAT words across S.E. Wales.

3.13.2.1
In Appendix 8(a) & (c), the SAWD findings for twenty three selected locations are

reproduced with respect to the lexical incidence of monophthongs vs diphthongs in :

1. coal, foal, home, loaf, nose, oak, road (from Middle English /o~0/)
2. gold old, cold (from ME /o~o/before/1d/)

3. shoulder (from ME /u/)

4. mow, snow, dough, grow (from ME /ou~ ou/)

3.13.2.2
The findings may be summarised as follows :
a There were three 'Diphthong only' areas (or substantially so) :
» Rockfield and Tintern , which are just across the Welsh border from
North Gloucestershire / South Herefordshire

»  Gorseinon, near Swansea, which appears to be an isolated occurrence
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There were four 'Monophthong only' areas (or substantially so):

= Manmoel, Llanhilleth and Miskin, in the Valleys area

= Cowbridge, in the coastal area west of Cardiff

In nine of the 23 areas (39.1%), there was a clear tendency towards patterning of
monophthong and diphthong - with a monophthong being found for set (1) and a
diphthong for sets (3) & (4) (and generally for set (2)):

s Blaenavon & Cwmfelin, in the Valleys area

» Peterston-super-Ely, Llancarfan, Llantwit Major and Llangan & Treoes, in
the coastal area west of Cardiff

» Glais, in the Swansea Valley

= Middleton and Horton, in South Gower

In the remaining seven areas (30%), there were both monophthongs and

diphthongs, but without the obvious patterning just described.

3.13.2.3
SAWD finds, therefore, a very mixed situation, but with a significant number of

locations that show a tendency towards patterning of monophthong and diphthong. As

with FACE words, different factors may have been at work in bringing about the

varied situation thus described :

1.

A diphthong for all GOAT words can be assumed to have been the 'proper
English version' taught by the schoolteachers (see 1.2.6) in the early years of
RVE, and to have continued to exert its pressure via R.P. as the 'correct' and
prestigious form."?

It is the form used for all GOAT words in Cardiff English!*

3. Itis also recorded by SED as being used for all or most GOAT words in the

southern Midlands, extending to most of Herefordshire and northern areas of
Gloucestershire (see fig 3.13.2.3 and Appendix 7b).

A monophthong, by contrast, can be assumed to be the most likely source of
influence from the Welsh language.'®

It is also recorded by SED as being used for all or most GOAT words in areas
of the South West, including North Devon, and parts of Somerset (see fig.
3.13.2.3 and Appendix 7b).

A patterning of monophthong and diphthong exists in some areas of the South

West and some areas of Herefordshire (see Appendix 7b), reflecting a situation
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where , historically, a merging of ME /o~0/with /ou~ou/, firstas a

monophthong and then changing later to a diphthong - had not taken place
(cf Wells, J.C., 1982: 192-4, 210-11)

7. Spelling could have exerted a 'sight-sound' influence towards patterning, with
speakers using a diphthong /ou/ where the vowel is spelled with u or w
(e.g. in shoulder, shows), and the monophthong /o:/ elsewhere (e.g. in

soke, home)

LAE map : vowel in the word ‘nose’

Fig 3.13.2.3 SED findings for the vowel in the word ‘nose’ (Linguistic Atlas of England, 1978).

3.13.2.4

It may be assumed that factor (3) above, is responsible for the SAWD findings in
Rockfield and Tintern, since LAE records 'diphthong only' forms just across the
border. It may, also, be speculated that factor (6) accounts for the patterned
differentiation between monophthong and diphthong found in the coastal areas of
South Glamorgan and in South Gower, both areas where the English language has
been long established. In the Valleys, however, where almost every permutation of
monophthongs and diphthongs is recorded, it may be impossible to generalize as to

which factors have been mainly at work.
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3.133

The RVE data was examined to see what pattern of lexical incidence, if any, would
emerge. Analysis was carried out of the pairs sole - soul; toes - tows; nose - knows
together with the items clothes and sofa in the questionnaire data, and, in addition, of
clearly heard words of the GOAT lexical set in the conversational data. The number

of items thus analyzed per individual speaker ranged from nine to twenty.

3.13.3.1
All the sixty RVE informants exhibited both a monophthong /o : /and a diphthong

/ou/at some stage during their interviews. The monophthong was strongly

entrenched. When asked to read the letters of the alphabet 4 - K- O- U, 85% of
informants pronounced O as a monophthong. The monophthong was also typically

used by informants for the words so, no and the exclamation o4

3.13.3.2

It was found that in the large majority (80% or more) of incidences of GOAT words,
90% of all informants, 93% of the over 60's and 87% of the 30's age-group, produced
the 'right pronunciation’ - i.e. a diphthong for words containing » or w in their

spellings, and a monophthong for all others. '

3.13.33

This differentiation, as a general statistic, was sufficiently systematic to justify the
assigning of two separate phonemes, a decision supported by the occurrence in the
data of contrasts additional to those in the questionnaire, like thrown -throne:

sew-so . 'Against the rule pronunciations', however, were common in both directions.
For example, sou/ and own were occasionally pronounced with a monophthong, and
photo and road occasionally with the diphthong. There was also a great deal of
individual variation , with some informants producing markedly more monophthongs
than others, or producing at one moment a monophthong and, at another, a diphthong
for the same word (for example T15 in fig. 3.13.3.3). This impression of instability
was reinforced when the questionnaire items were re-tested with the twelve

informants (see 1.5.5) : half of them gave versions different from when they had been

first interviewed for at least one of the items.
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Fig. 3.13.3.3 illustrates the lexical incidence of /o:/vs /ou/pronunciations for

twelve informants - four selected from each location (Treherbert, Maerdy, Porth) at

regular numerical intervals (T5, T10, T15 etc).

GOAT vowel : Lexical incidence of /o0:/vs /ou/

informant /o:/ /ou/

TS

sole; toes; clothes; oh; old;
coal; whole

soul; tows; nose, knows, sofa

T10 sole; toes; nose; told; coal; soul; toes; knows; clothes; sofa
throat

Ti15 sole*; toes*; nose; clothes* sole*; soul; toes*; tows, knows;
home; close; no; old; stone clothes*®; sofa ; colder

T20 sole; toes; nose,; clothes, sofa; soul; tows; knows
photo; no

M35 sole; soul*; toes; nose, clothes; soul®; tows; knows; sofa; gold
home,; Coldstream (Guards),
broke; coal; nobody;

M10 sole; toes; nose; clothes; sofa soul; tows; knows
no, open

M15 toes; clothes; no; oh; over; sole; soul; tows, nose; knows
opened; both; coal; alone sofa

M20 sole; toes; nose; open, holy soul; tows; knows, clothes; sofa

P5 sole,; toes; clothes, sofa; road; soul; tows; nose; knows; Joe
promotion; those; explosion;
coal

P10 toes; nose, spoke; open; don't sole; soul; tows, knows, sofa;
suppose; road; told, over owned, flow;

P15 sole; toes; nose; clothes, most; soul; tows; knows; sofa
no, photo; road; old

P20 sole; toes; nose; road; local; soul; tows, knows; clothes; sofa
over

Fig3.13.3.3 GOAT vowel : the lexical incidence of monophthong vs diphthong with twelve

informants. (* Indicates word pronounced by the informant with both monophthong and diphthong.)
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3.13.4

The findings in RVE for the GOAT vowel are therefore of a tendency towards
patterning, but with many exceptions and a marked degree of instability, e.g.
informants pronouncing the same word in different ways. This is broadly similar to

the situation reported for Port Talbot English (Connolly, J. 1981: 53).

3.135
Monophthongal realizations were in the vicinity of C7 - half-close or slightly below,
therefore [0: -0 : ] (see fig 3.13a) and pronounced with medium lip-rounding.

F1/F2 values for the monophthongal realizations of the letter of the alphabet O
(in the questionnaire item A-K-O-U) averaged out as 436 / 726, supporting the
auditory findings of a vowel in the vicinity of C7. F1 / F2 values averaged out over

monophthongal versions of roes ; nose were 432 / 820.

The monophthongs of sole, toes, nose were commonly with a slight end-glide
towards schwa [o0:" Joras [o: ]. Such realizations could be ambiguous to the ear

between a monophthong and a narrow diphthong.

3.13.6

The diphthong is represented as /ou/. Realizations had a starting point at half-close
or (more often) below, which was frequently centralized. Its finishing point was
generally more backed than RP, justifying the notation [u]: therefore typically [ Su~

Qu~ou] (seefig. 3.13b).

Averaged out F1/ F2 formant values for the start and finishing elements of

diphthongal versions of the questionnaire items soul ; tows ; knows were:

START POINT FINISHING POINT
F1 F2 Fl F2

RVE /ou/ 467 974 378 787

RP /eu/ 537 1266 379 1024

These readings tentatively support the auditory findings of a diphthong start point in




the region of centralized RVE /o0: /and of the symbolizing of the closing point as

/u:/, since although the final F1 values are identical to RP the more backed final F2

values seem to support a target of /u: /.

3.13.7

Lexical distribution of the monophthong /0 : / generally extends, as seen in sec

3.12.4-8, to words of the FORCE lexical set vowel.

This produced, in the data, such homophones and near homophones as coat / court ;
(bull) dozer / doors.

3.14
/u:/ /1Iu/
oce.
\ \ Seus
Fig 3.14(a) Realizations of /u:/. Fig 3.14(b) Realizations of /zu/.

3.14.1
The pilot study had indicated that two vowels existed in RVE, [u: ]and [Tu], with

the latter being heard in place of RP / ju: /in words such as music, tune .
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3.14.1.1
To investigate the incidence of [u:] vs [ju:] vs [Tu], auditory analysis was

carried out of the questionnaire items through / threw ; blue / blew; mood & beauty
(GOOSE lexical set), and cure, sure & jury (CURE lexical set) . The conversational
data was also analyzed for clearly heard instances of GOOSE words , and of CURE

words, particularly with -ur orthographies.

Appendix 11 shows the lexical incidence discovered, although it should be
emphasized that the items in the conversational data might only have been heard on a
single occasion.
o Where the vowel is spelt with 0o, o or ou (e.g. mood, fool; who: move;
group ; through) it was always pronounced with a long monophthong [u:] .
with the exception of you, which was sometimes with [ Tu].
a Where the spelling is ew, iew, iey, eu, eau , as in few, view, Dieu, feudal, beauty,
the vowel was always pronounced with [ Tu~ju: J].
0 Where the spelling is with u, e.g. music; future, pronunciations of [ Tu~ju: ]
were more common than pronunciations of [ ju: ] in RP:
= They were always used after labials ( murals, abuse, pure etc). labio-dentals
( funeral, future etc ); /t,d, s, n/( tube, duke, supermarket, nutritious etc) ;
velars (cure , argue etc ); and /h/ (humour , huge etc) (even where dropped).
» After the palato-alveolars /§, 3, t§,d3/, either /u:/or /Tu~ju:/ could
be heard in the data. For example, assurance was found with [Tu] and
insurance with /u: /. Similarly, after /1/ & /r/, either /u:/ or
/Tu~ju: /could be heard, e.g. blue was /blu:/, clue was /klu: /or

/K1Tu/; crude was /kru:d/ and cruel was /RrIuwal/.

3.14.1.2
Words of the GOOSE set beginning with RP / ju: /occurring in the data, whatever
their orthography, were heard with [ jTu] more often than with /ju: /. So, union

was usually ['jrunzan], and (as seen) you was frequently [ jIu].



3.14.1.3
The diphthong and the monophthong may occur in both stressed syllables and

unstressed ones, e.g. rescue / 'Teskru/ and absolute /'absalTut~'absalu:t/.

3.14.2

Since all sixty informants contrasted the questionnaire pairs (1) throughfu:]/
threw[ Tu] and (2) blue[u:] /blew[ 1Tu], and since other contrasts were found in
the conversational data e.g. moot / mute ; whose /| Hughes ; do / Dieu , it can be

maintained that RVE has two distinct phonemes : /u: /and /1u/.

3.14.3
The presence of the diphthong /Tu/ across most of S. E. Wales is recorded by
SAWD (ed. Parry, D. 1977: 69, 71, 78, 79) in pronunciations of the words nephew;

Tuesday; dew; cucumber; tune etc, and is observed in both Port Talbot English17 and

Abercrave English.'®

Cardiff English (Collins, B. and Mees, 1. 1990: 95), by contrast, is said to realize the
GOOSE vowel always with /u:~ju:/ and therefore appears to be different from the
rest of S.E. Wales.

3.14.4
3.14.4.1
The monophthong (see fig. 3.14a) typically is realized with about the same closeness

as RP but not with the same tendencies towards centralization or towards

diphthonging of the /uu/ type.

F1/F2 formant values for the questionnaire items mood ; through averaged out as
336/ 801 compared with RP 302 / 1131, tentatively supporting auditory findings of
greater backing of the vowel in RVE. Individual tokens, however, showed

considerable variation ranging from very close and backed variants of 236 / 708 and

279 / 644 to more lax variants of 408 / 966 and 408 / 880.
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3.144.2
The vowel in threw and blew clearly tended towards [ T ] rather than [ ju: ] with

all informants except one.

The vowel in beauty was also [ TU~ ju:] with all sixty informants, but here the
falling diphthong [ TU ] was less dominant - most of the informants pronounced it
thus, but the others had pronunciations resembling RP / ju: /, or intermediate

between [Tu] and [ ju:].

Words with -u orthographies, e.g. cure, jury in the questionnaire responses were

similarly variable. Pronunciation could be a clear falling diphthong with a starting
point in the vicinity of the KIT vowel and finishing point near C8 [ TU ], similar to
the diphthong used in the Welsh language for words with iw orthographies e.g. rhiw
(hill /slope). The vowel, alternatively, could be like RP [ ju: ], or intermediate

between /1u/and [ ju:], e.g.arising diphthong [ Tu:].

F1 /F2 formant values for the starting and finishing points of /1u/, averaged over

the questionnaire items, were as follows:

START FINISH
F1 F2 F1 F2
RVE/z1u/ 418 1630 353 1095

These formant values seem to provide some support for the start and end target
vowels of the diphthong being /x/ and /u/, while indicating some centralizing

influence on both vowel qualities of the diphthongal glide across the half-close vowel

space.

3.14.5
Concerning lexical distribution of /u:/~/1u/, it has already been noted, in sec.

3.7.2, that the GOOSE words footh and soot (with /u: /in R.P.) were pronounced
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by almost all the informants with /u/, the FOOT vowel.

5% (*/ e0) of informants (M17, P1 & P2) pronounced the GOAT word whole with
/u:/, the GOOSE vowel.

3.14.6

Discussion may now move to pronunciations in the data of words of the CURE lexical

set.

1. Words pronounced as single syllables in R.P. (e.g. poor, cure) were found in the
RVE data as follows:

O Words with -ur orthographies, e.g. the questionnaire items cure & sure, were
almost invariably pronounced with disyllabic sequences - of which
/u:/or/1u/ formed the first element : cure was typically /krua/ and
sure /Su:a/.

Q Those with other orthographies were also generally disyllabic, having /u: /
as the first element, e.g. the questionnaire items poor /pu: (w)a/ , and

tour /tu:(w)a/.

The exceptions to such disyllabic pronunciations were as follows:
Q  22% of the informants (13 out of 60) pronounced tour as a long

monophthong with rhoticity (see 2.6.2) :
* nineas /tu:r/ (T1, T6, T7, T14, M2, M18, M19, P5, P6)
= fouras /to:r~to:r/ (M6,P1, P3, P10).
O 5% of the informants (3 out of 60) pronounced poor as a diphthong
[poa~pos].
There was no incidence in the data of poor being pronounced as monophthongal

/po:i(r)/.

2. Words with -ur orthographies that are pronounced with two or more syllables in
R.P. e.g. jury, were found with /1u/ or /u: /in the stressed vowel (see

Appendix 11).
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3.14.7
The pattern described above resembles that in most others parts of S.E. Wales:
- SAWD (ed. Parry, D. 1977: 71) finds disyllabic versions of sure to be by far
the most common realization in the various studies made across S.E. Wales.

- Connolly, J. (1990: 122) reports cure to be disyllabic in Port Talbot English.
- Tench, P. (1990: 134) transcribes cure as /KTu:A/ in Abercrave English.

In Cardiff English, on the other hand, Collins and Mees (1990: 98) report that sure;

cure; tour are often realized by an unrounded , around C6 monophthong /A:/.

3.14.8

3.14.8.1

The vowel quality of the first element of disyllabic /u: A/pronunciations of

cure; sure; jury; poor; tour generally justified the notation of /u/rather than /u/.

F1/F2 formant values for this first vowel in disyllabic realizations of the

questionnaire items poor ; tour averaged out as 370/ 779.

3.14.8.2
The closing element is transcribed as /A/. (See 3.8.2 and 4.11.10.3 for discussion of

vowel quality in RVE unstressed final syllables.) F1 / F2 formant values for the
second vowel of the questionnaire item poor averaged out as 558 / 1273, similar to
the values found for the RVE STRUT vowel (see 3.8.1-2).

3.14.8.3

It was found that the disyliabic realizations sometimes had an intrusive [w] in the
transition between the two elements. While this seemed an optional element in sure ;
tour ; poor /u: (W) A/, it was almost universal in the word cure /1uwA/, perhaps

because the articulatory movements involve a rapid reversing of direction between the
backing diphthongal element and the return movement towards a more open, central

second element.

A similar intrusive [w]was found in the conversational data items Jewer; brewer .
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Fig 3.15 Realizations of the NURSE vowel.

3.15.1
3.15.1.2

The NURSE vowel (see Appendix 5 p 394) in other varieties of S.E. Wales English is
reported to generally lack rhoticity, the main exceptions being locations adjacent to

rhotic areas of England."

3.15.1.3
The most notable feature of the NURSE vowel across much of S.E.Wales?® is its

rounded quality, earning the notation of /@ : /in Port Talbot and Cardiff English (see
1.3.1.2 & 1.3.3.3).

On the other hand, an unrounded vowel /3 : /is observed for the 'more Welsh' variety

of Abercrave English (Tench, P. 1990: 133,136),>' . SAWD (1977) records rounded
versions across S.E. Wales, but unrounded versions are the more common in westerly

areas where there is stronger Welsh Language influence.

The same picture emerges in North Wales, where Penhallurick, R. (1991: 45-56) finds
that rounded versions dominate in easterly areas, while unrounded versions are the

more common in the Welsh language heartland of Gwynedd.

3.15.14

How may one account for the presence and easterly geographical distribution in

Wales of the rounded version?
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There seems to be no trace of such a vowel in SED findings for nearby areas of
Herefordshire, Gloucestershire and Somerset. A rounded version is, however,
reported to occur in the urban areas of Birmingham / West Midlands (Wells, J.1982:
363), Liverpool (Knowles, G. 1978: 84) and in London (Wells, J. 1982: 305). Thus,

its presence in easterly Wales might be an importation from any of these areas.

3.15.2
Auditory analysis was carried out of the realizations of the questionnaire items rurse;

ear and of words of the NURSE lexical set in the conversational data (fig. 3.15.2).

It was found that :
O 63% of informants used both rounded and unrounded versions.
o Fig. 3.15.2 shows that rounded versions exceeded unrounded versions by a ratio
of approximately 2 : 1 (68.8% tokens rounded and 31.2% unrounded)®
* Of the three locations, a significantly higher proportion of unrounded versions
was found in Treherbert - situated in the Upper Rhondda Fawr, which has the
largest proportion of Welsh-speakers (see fig. 1.2.4b).
= There was no significant difference in incidence of rounded versions between
the over 60's age group and the 30's age-group.
Q In the pronunciation of local place names, Ferndale and Treherbert, were nearly
always with an unrounded vowel, whereas Merthyr was generally with a rounded

vowel.

% of Rounded to Unrounded NURSE vowels

O % rounded
\ m% unrounded(
—

Fig3.152  Rounded vs unrounded realizations of the NURSE vowel in the RVE Data
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3.153

The choice of notation for the NURSE vowel in RVE involves an unsatisfactory
generalization. For some informants it is clearly /3:/and for others /@: /. Others

produced both versions without appearing to distinguish between them in any

patterned way.

The researcher uses / 31/ because in rounded versions the degree of rounding was
often slight : [3 : ] rather than [e: ]. In addition, it is the unrounded version that is

encountered in the unstressed syllables of words like brothers, forward (see 3.15.5).

3.15.4
3.154.1

In the questionnaire words nurse & ear, 10% of renderings contained rhoticity
(see 2.6.7), either as trilled [ r ] or as an approximant colouring at the end of the

vowel.

3.154.2
Realization of [ 3: Jwas similar to that in RP: central, and from half-open to half-

close.

Realization of the rounded vowel ranged from slightly rounded [3: ] to raised,

centralized [& : ] , to lowered, centralized [& : ].

F1 /F2 formant values for the questionnaire items nurse & ear averaged out as

455 / 1446 ; these averages subsumed the more fronted rounded versions in which
three out of the ten informants produced [e: ]versions, with F2 values exceeding

1500.

3.15.5

Lexical distribution of /3:/, in the data, extended to the following members of the
NEAR lexical set (see Appendix 5 p 398): ear, year, here & hear. All these were
generally [ j3:~jee: ], and therefore homophonous. The word heard was, with /h/-
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dropping, either [ 3:d~®:d] or [j3:d~je:d].

/ 31/ was also widely used in certain unstressed, mostly closed final syllables, when

the vowel has a fuller length and quality than can be ascribed to schwa - e.g. in the

words brothers, forward, ruptured, Vickers, features, councillors, treasure.

3.16
/ox/

\

NI ST

Fig3.16 Realizations of /pI/.

3.16.1

Responses to the questionnaire item voice and of other words of the CHOICE lexical

set (Appendix 5 p 397) in the conversational data were analyzed.

3.16.1.1
It was found that realizations were with a diphthong which generally had a more open

start point than in RP: typically [RI~01].

Finishing points were similar to RP : in the vicinity of centralized C2, with closer

finishing points sometimes being heard in slower articulations.
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3.16.1.2

F1 / F2 formant values for the vowel in the questionnaire item voice were as follows:

START FINISH
F1 F2 Fl F2
RVE /p1/ 532 1002 481 1646
RP /oz/ 477 824 443 1924
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