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£  This America of Ours. - __' o ==l

: .iﬁuﬁ,’ - Possibly 4n the 1limited time which 1s ours anﬁ in #iti
k4 Y
\ V.ﬁr iﬁ@&d conditions which brinz for the first tima in our mammﬂsﬁ

ﬂﬂ&&%ﬁk}j seemed 50 certainly to be in a safe snd adv&nciﬂﬁ _
‘;;;1t,ﬁg3 be well for us to consider what it 1s and how much nnﬁﬁkﬁ*}-
'.:;éy be justified to preserve it.
' Now the American concept of democracy is not to be .-;
understood except by a backward lock into Enzlish history and Q?
-2@?1@; of three immortal documents which resulted from a detenmiﬁaﬁ |
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h'j  exepcise what they 1iked to think of as the divine righg 0

. Briefly it provided that

= . 1- there should be no taxation without repraaeﬁ%at
& f2- that the Xinz should pay for what he took

i “ 3= that trial should be by jury : S -

i; - 4=-that justics should be prompt and not for aala ) 3 .
- S5« the crestion of the Council of Sarons as the haginn&ng

{ of representative zovernment. '

Some four hundred yesrs laterin 1628 ceme the-Petiﬁibu’éf;
RS . Rights s a result of the quarrel between Farliament and Charles ﬁh 4
over asstions of constitutional right. It provided i
l1-there should be no taxation sxcept by Parliammmgi 2 S
~~—2~that no one should be imprisoned contrary to tﬁﬁgﬁl! 0f

lend s2ven by order of the linr M—
3<that soldiers and mariners should not be quabtareé ﬂh

! : . private homes
f', 9 4-that commissions of military law should not be iﬂaﬂb&

.~ % You will rewember that Charles ws: so determined to have his @ﬁ*”'



in the deeidedly undemocpratic rule of Cromwell.The net vain howevaj

was that for the future the 1ncrea31nw power of parliamant wes assur:
ed.

Folleowing the Protectorate came the restoration of the

Stuarts in the person of Charles II who was followed by his brother,

-

James Il.Unable to learn from the past,perhaps believinz with one
of our chief industrialists that 'history is the bunk'; he attampr@'
te set sside laws of Perliament by kinzly disnensation.The result
was his flisht to France,the d;claration by Parliament thet the

throne was vacant,the invitation to William =nd Mary to take over
and in 1689 the Bill of Kights, which marported to be a daaiaruﬁium'
of the 'true,ancient,and indubitable richts' of the people of thﬁ-;'
realm. It provided

l-that the pretended dispensing power by which Jamaa had
evaded the law was illezal
2-that the people hnad the right to petition the King
~~B=-that 1t wes 1llegal to keep & standing army in time of
peece except by consent of Ferlisment '
4-that freedom of spe.ch in Parliamnet should not be
questioned outside that body
-that excessive ball ought no be rquired,excesaive fines
imposed,nor cmuel and unusual punishments inflicted
6-that William and 'Yary should rule and that no Papast
or one marricd to a fapist should occupy the throne.

I remind you of these steps in the lonz struwzle in
“ngland for the risht of the people to rule thru Parliament that
you may remember afresh that the vrotective provisions in our -
constitution were the result of this ancient struczle as modified
by the strugzle as i1t was continued here between the colonists and
the 'Crown. In fact you recognize the presence of some of these
identical clauses in our constitution. In passing 1 mey say that
undoubtedly the fundsmental cause of the Kevolutton was that oun,

¢olonial forbearswere FnzlibBhmen and were as determined as had been
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thelr ancestors,that they would not be imposed upon either by the 1
Kinz or by a Parlisment in which they did not have representation. %

Imnigrents to America came chiefly seekinz aocial,economhé
political ,and religious freedom.lrue a few came because their ]
departure from the homelend was a condition for their release from J

jail but so far to my knowledze none of my friends in tracing their

genealogy have found any one of these roosting in their family trees
What became of them nobody knows.Lilke the lost colony of Koanoke
they venished into the early mists and not even Brensu College

possesses eny stones which may or may not throw light on the mysterj
But to return to the four more numerous groups-Folitical upheavala
in England naturally made it safer ofttimes for numerous citizens
to betaké themselves beyodd the reach of punishment which in thoae
deya was marked chiefly by its severity,snd because government was
invariably partial to some one religion and so prone to loock upon
those who adhered to other faiths as lilely to be disloyal,it was
sometimes difficult to drew a line between those who fled to escape
persecution for political ressons and those whose religious faith ;
was the determininz factor which made them lock for a boat. At nnyfhi
rate they had suffered sufficiently from religious bigotry with %
a political slant that their descendants carefully provided a J

relizious liberty and no-state church plenk in our constitution.

|
]
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-:

- his church and I have a suspicion that he voted scainst X1

Smdtbxﬂ!VTﬁfzaﬁgxgiahanﬂughwThe Avericen people seem to not exercise
thelr right to attend the church of their choice so much as they
might and some might be led to the erroneous conclusion that ﬁh@ﬁ

do not value it a great deal. I am persnaded on the contrery that



rovernment. - ]
e I N S Elan e L ...—J—

1y emphasized as a most powerful motive. The opportunity to make a

of spies,no false witnesses,no blood money mén.Here no fines,irons,

b |
much Oof the zeal which led the Pilgrims to leave first Fngland and
then Holland,which brought the Catholisé to Meryland and which
was respohaible for the founding of a ciﬁy called Providence is yet
g very vital part of the make up of the averaze /merican and that
he is still ready to fizht for this freesdom of worship which he
seems to value so lizhtly. Society in Zngland as you know was
rather risidly stratified.The urze to come to a country where a fellgd

could be as mood as anybody else has many times be-n not sufficient-

better living was over a span of years probably the predominant
ceuse for Immigration. The meaning of America for the downtrodden

of Europe during the next century has perhsps been best expressed

[

by William Blske who wrote in 1793:

.

-

"Tho born on the cheatimg baenk of the Thames,
Tho his waters bathed my infant limbs,

The Ohio shall wash his stasins from me:

I was born a slasve bhut 1 zo to be free,"

_ '
Farther Insight 1s given by the comment of farmer Thomas |

Hulme,the father of nine children who said ," I saw that of whateveﬂ1
I might be able to gzive my children as well as of what they might '
be sble to carn,more than one half would be tsken sway to feed
pensioned Lords and Lsdies,soldlers to shootat us,persons to perse-~
cute us,and fundholders who had lent their money to be applied to A
purposes of enslaving us." After & viait to America in 1886 he aaidfl
"I saw an absence of human misery,a government takinz away a very |
small portion of 'en's eaMngzs,ease and happiness,and a fearless l

ntterance of thought." After moving his family here s year later he |

expressed hls satisfaction by the following:"Here 1 am in no fear |

or gallowses aweit me ,let me think or say what I will about the '




."We hold these truths to be self evident,thet 2ll men ere created

thr thelr sacrifice liberty might be won for thelr descer

Constsntly restricted by a multiplicity of movermental 1
regulations,in constant fear of excessive pﬁnishment for petty .i
erime,with no hope for his children to rise above their social
condition &t birth,a sccisl nobody with no political influence and
less economic future,the ordinary Luropean thought of America as

a Heaven on earth.ly contrast,l think it was. In comparison with

most of the world today,I think it still is. I would that all who .
live here might realize 1t.

We have not time to recall the development during the
colonial period of the kind of government which bscame the pattern
for our present constitution.In thc main 1t tended toward less
religions and economic restriction on the voting privilege and
increaing power fhr the lower lepislative house which was contgﬁi-

on this side the water.

Ferhans Jefferson best expressed their philosophy in ,

equal,thet they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienabl
rights;that among these are 1life,liberty,and the pursuit of hapnine
That to secure these rights,iovernments are instituted smong men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed? Perh&pal
Patrick Henry best caught thelr spirit when he saild," Is life so ‘
dear or peace so sweet,as to be purchased at the price of chains

and slavery Forbid it Almizhty 3 .dl I know not what course others

il L e mda e

may takej;but as for me ,zive me liberty or gzive me deasthl And we ]

have sald nothing of Samuel Adems and James Otis.Nor will timé saf i
suffice to pnay tribute to the eflective volce afid pen of Thomas
Paine as the morale builder of thée Hevolution;nor could it suffice

to do justice to the fortitude of Washinston and his sssociates

and their gzallant troops who counted sufferins well worth while'gg,g
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1 pass over the troubles of the Céntinental Congress,
>
financial and otherwise,and the frallties of the Articles of

Confederation to consider the present constitution under which our
country has made such satisfactory progress and which has met

chanzine conditions with remarkably little change.\y interest in it
in this connection is to nottthe provisions included to protect thosel
rizhts which history hed tauzht them were most likely to be in dangen
from selfish rulers.Most are found in the first ten amendments,

commonly known as the bill of rights .

1- they prohibited an estsblished church,or the abrideing
of the freedom of speech,or of the press,or of peacable
assembly or of petition,orthe right to keep and bear arms,|

2- they provided that no soldier should be quartered in
time of pesace in any house without the consent of owners

3= they aennounced the right of the people to be secure in
persons and property amainst unreasonable search and
seizure. §

4= that a citizen under ordinary conditiond to be held )
must be indicted by a grandjury,could not be placed in
Jeopardy twice for the same offense; could not be
compelled to witness against himself;that he b
ived of 1ife ,liberty,or prooertywithout due process

property for pub ust COMPENSALLION e

5- mﬂTfﬁMﬁﬂ‘Wrwmmparuu
Jury in the district where the crime was comaitted |
that he had a right to know the charses and to face the
witnesses,to summors witnesses and to have a lawyer.

8=
that in a2 civil case involving an smount m.«ater than
twenty dollars he should be entitled to trizl by jury.
d 7= that excessive bsil should not be reaiired,nor excessive

fines imposed, or cruasl and unusual punishments inflicted.
f=-that the enumeration ©of certain rights should not be
construed to deny others reteined by the people.

lU0-that the powers not delezated to the U.35. nor prohibited
to the states should be reserved to the states or to the
peonle.

And in the constitution proper they had alresdynrovided

thet there should be nosuspension of the writ of habeas corpus in

—

time of peane,that no bill of attainder or ex post facto law could

be passed and had carefully defined treason and the proof necessary

for conviction.

- .. &
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I have perhaps been tedious in this somewhsat 1ength3 |
review of why our forefathers insisted on & bill of rights aa a
guarantes of fresdom in property and person end in relizion snd
spoech sgainst government-even constitutionsl government. To them
these provisions were not fancy phreses but the expression of
rizhts won thru bloodshed from dictators of the psst. And in this
era of loose thinking and lorse talking I am of the opinion that
the time has come to study fundamentsls so that we may know what |

democracy means to you and me. 4

I grow sick from reading the learned arguments of those

who would show that Hitlerism is not so bad- that it is borne on
the crest of =« vasé new tide which we must go slong with if we

are to progress; that the democratic way 1s a bhit out of date and-‘
very inefficéént and orobably about ready for the discard. Those_
who adopted the Leclaration of Indepenience and who formed our
Constitution were not so mach concerned with efflciency as with

liberty bat they would have recognized the devastatinz march of

totalitarian hordes as being as old fashioned a. Philip of Macedon
and Attila the Hun;the removel of Foles from their homes and thelr
replacement with Germans as beinz as old as the Pabylonlan ceptivity
of the Children of lsrael; the restriction of relizious freedom y
a3 beinr an old device when Nero seized upon it; the blood of Jews

as being a very freoguent oblot on héstory's pazes, and the denial of
the freedom of the individu.l to think and to then e:press his
thoushts as s weapon hosry with ace when 1t brouzht Socrates to the
hemlock.

‘fne Amerlcan ldes we heve seen expressed by Jefferson,

"thet men arf) endowed by their Creator with certsin inaleniable
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richts amonr which ere 1life ,liberty, and the pursuit of hanpiness '
and zoverbments are Instituted among men .to secure these rights. _
fontrast this iiea with tant back of the totalitarian sovernments ~
under which as M.V.Esltenborn sa'd last summer,"there i1s no place

for private enterprisc,for privaete inlitiative,for anything but the
all-devouring,sll-demandinz atete." In a dictetorship life is

safe only so lonz as you obey the demands of the dictator;the

cltizen has liberty only to do what HE wills and can pursue heppiness

only slong€ a pathlaid out for him. 1

indictment and trial by & jury f his pecrs.

This may seem togapt but I pledre you that it was an
actual experience.Sc far as I know my sleep had been undisturbed
by dreams for month, t111l recently when in & dream I knew that I
was to bz shot by thé4 zovernment.There was no hone-nothing to done
about it~ 1 was to be shot ,that wes all there was to it. I was
resizgned. Ey and by however in this dream it occurred to me that
that this couldn't hapren to me. I was entitled to be hfsard , to
have g@ounsel,to be tried by a jury. At that point 1 woke with a
vivid memory of the dream snd with a great thankfulneas for
America where my first situetion could come sbout only in & dreamj
Lemoecrecy old fashloned a nd outmoded! I like old feshioned and
outmoded things. _

Time does not permith u; to trace the hlstory of America

with its fine sccomplishments and its failures, its vaat expansion

to the Pacific and our accuisition of Alaske and divers islands of
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the ssa,our success in wars,our menifest =zenivs for invention |
leadinz to phenoménel Iindustrisl development,our accomplishments
in the fields of letters snd of art,our dsvelppment of a system
of public education unparalleled in the onportunities offqred to
the children of all the people.Much we could find in it to the
eredit of democrscy end much to 1ts discredit for democracies are
run by men bat thru it all we would find the individual fre: to
attend the church of hils cholce,to damn the rovernment without
molestation,to hold his home as his caatle sgeinst illsgel entry,
to engaze in resesrch and to declare his findings without fear,to

rise to the top in polities or industrybecsuse of his own sbility,

T Mg eempepeen

to rise eand work ani 7o to bed again without sny knock on the door

bringing the numbing fear of government spies or of & concentration

cemp or of & firing sgued. The existence of such s condition 1s 2
the very esasence of democracy. -
This :merica of ours embodies the forward msrch of .
frecdom for & thousand years.Whet happens here is of inestiﬁabla
Importance for all the rutdre.Washingtan sald,"The preservation of
the sacred fire of liberty and the destiny of the republicen model
of movernment sre justly considered as deeply ,perhaps as finally,
staked on the e periment intrusted to the hends of the American
neople."4 similer sentiment was expressed by Daniel Webster as
fol ows:"If in our case the representative system ultimstely fail,
popialar overnments must be pronounced impossible.ho 00mbinat10n-
of circumstances more favorable to the e periment can ever be
expecte’ to occur.The last hope of mankind therefore rests with uﬁ;.
end if 1t should be proclsimed thet our example had become an
argument azainst the experiment,the knell of popular liberty'wOul@ .
be sounded thruout the earth.” |
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Well we have weathered the storm till now.Yesterday there
was no guestion but that the democratic éxperiment was successful.
and safej;today the Eurppean democracies have larzsely ceased to be;
tomorrow could sece our Americam democracy fifztinsg for its life
threatened by dangers both w'thout and within., I have attempted to
review with you its fundamental virtues.Let me say over egalin what
1 have said thru the words of some distingzuished Americans.
Abraham L:ncoln in en eddreds st I dependence Hall,Feb. 22,1861
said,"It was not the mere seraration of the colonies from the
motherland,but thaet sentiment in the De laration of Independence
which geve liberty not slone to the people of this country,but hope
to all the world for all futurs time.lt was thet which gave promise
that in due time the weights should be lifted from the shoulders
of all men, and that all should have an equal chence."

Woodrow Wilson in sn addresa in December 1911 seid,"America
is not & mere body of tralers;it is a body of fre= men.Cur great-
ness is built upon our freedom,which is moral not materigl .We have
a great ardor for gain;but we have a great pasaion for the rights
of man.Principles lie bsck of our sction./merica wonld be inconceiv-
gble without them."
his recent

lKaymond jLeslie Euell

IS8OLATED AMERICA,states,"What distinguish

Inzlend end [France is thet|America was a
8 nation.Iltg existence has |rested upon s

Iinherent worth of the comm man end in

Our national spirit rests upon the belief| that the bbjecy of

societyshonld be to creste qonditions of ¢rportunity in

most humble (should be free tp develop his

senge of equality and social \obligstion.”




Oar Preaidéﬁt gaid in his recent inaumural eddress,"America
has besn the new world in all tongzues,to sll peoples,not because 3
this continent wes a new-found land but because all those who ,;i
came here believed they could create upon this contirent a new life

that should be new in freedom."

4

|
For the preservation of our democracy it 1s =ssential ]
that we 4o not sentimentally stand on the platform that our *‘
experiment has brought & perfect state. To be sure the originsl 1
dream of social,economic,and political equality,has falien short of j
realization.While we still give lip service to the colonisl ides J
thet one man 1s just as good a&s enother if not a little bit better, }
in sctusl ity soclety has tended toward stratification and an
eristocracy of wealth has arisenjthe fre:dom of franchise has oft= )
times end in many plzces yielded to boss control,and the idea of |
freedom from economic tyrannydid not find its hopes fulfilled in ' s

.i
'!

the condition existing in 1930 when according to Berle and Weans -i

2000 of the 125,000,000 of America's nopulation were in a position

to control and direct half of its industry end one grest <'.e'.\‘z'pf:>rq|i:ﬁ.o_:l:f-_I
codtrolled more weelth than was contained in twenty one states of

the union. True it might be sald that we have no social stratiflica-
tion which makes it impossible for the pooresr born to rise to

the top,thet the secret ballot does permit of boss overthrow, and

that corporate wealth is widely distributed smong ordinary folks.

1 think perhaps more peril lies in such arguments calcﬁlated to

bring us contentment thru & rosy plicture than & frank admission

that we have fallen short of realization of the original dream.

Let's admit the ills of concentrated weslth,of unemployment,of

boss control of votes,of share-cropper misery,of destitution in
the dust bowl;that there is some truth in TOBACCO ECAD and in

3EAPES of Wh/TH,and thet for democracy to live iAmerica must more
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nearly return to the dresm of the fathers,but let us have feith
that the American zenius is such that the restorstion can be made
thru democret . c processes without surrender of our individual
liberties for which our fathers died.
Thyee thinzs at least are essentisl for success: |

FIRST a will to preserve democracy besed on & knowledge on the
part of each American citizen of what democracy really means to
him &5 an individual in the way of personsl liberty.end of the
struzgles end sacrifice by which {t became our possession. liot only
the schools but every agency capable of spreading information must
a.sums the task of ziving this kmowledge to young and old with a

erusading zesl such as moved the early Christians to spread the

gospel.ind as feedingz the hungry and ministerinz to the sick has
been found e renuisite for the spread of the gospel so those who ]
preach the virtuss of democracy must admit its responsibility to efﬁm#i

to the individual a genuine chance for the pursuit of happiness.

Maybe that's what social aecurif7 means. “%

The SECOND essential 1s more difficult of attainment but z
without it there 1s no hope. It 1s unselfishness e>pressed ss a
willingness to yield some personal sdvantage for the zood of all.

We have seen the destructive selfishness of cepital,and we have seen
the destructive selfishness of labor.We have seen the destructive
selfishness of of self-seecking individuals and of self-secking
blocs of ell sorts.Thelr demends reaeh the ears of our representa=
tives in government with such & roar and with such a threat of
venreance if these demanda are not met,that the needs of the nation
as & whole very often do not recelve attention. Parsdoxically,the

beat hope to bring sbout th!s unselfish at:iitude so essential to the

preservation of democracy mey be the selfish anpeal that either each

s81fish arophLmuat be willing to yisld some of Its demsnds bo the. LuWS

. weuiiale
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'o@for stand a good chence to lode even what they have

I
thru the passing of democratfic governmentl

s
general

The THIKD essential is couraqgohs faith. I meen faith
which has the firts esuentiel,the willl to preserve democracy,and
the second essential,unaselfishness,and is hence willing to make
eny s6drifice for democracy's ;reservation. #e have besn passing :
thru en age of cyniclshm.There has been prevalent a feeling that I, ¥
the individual,am #f chief importance and that I must suffer no '4
pain and make no aac‘rjfice;thut there are no causes ,not even
democrscy,worth dying for. Now as & matiter of fect,all the privi-
leres of freedom of speech and of relision and of life which you _
and I enjoy,were won for us from tyrants of the past by men of
rcﬁﬁragaoua faith who were willing to forezo lensth of life for
themselves 1f necessary, in order that their children and their
children's children might be free. The race has moved forward to

new fre=adom over the broken bodies of those who had great faithe.

s R e -

God forvid that in sny threat to this America of ours and to the
democratic idesls which are 1ts treasure,our peonle shall be found
ao.séft as to guestion the Justification for sserifice of weslth
or of life if nesd be for its protection.

hemembering those who have dled on countless fields that

-,

. e
e e T s . B

we mizht possess 2 pricclessa herltage,truly 1t is meet that,'ewe
here highly resolve that these desd shall not have died in vaing
thet this nstion,under God,shall have a new birth of freedom;and
that sovernment of the people,by the people and for the neople

shall not nerish from the easrth.
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