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In-Service Educetion

It has beem suggected by the previous speeker that s high
school teacher ospecially iy lack adequete preparation in subject
matter in his teaching flelds. I hardly think thore is much danger
of this under the prosent requirements for certificetion in as
much as the teacher must have two majers or a major and two minors.
There is of course still the problem in EKontucky that in the smell
school the teacher may be asked to teach a subject in en additional
ficld in which he |doos not have as much preparation as would be
dosiredle.

It seens to me thet ineservice educatlon depends to a very
great dogroe on pro-training selecticn cnd inetraining puidance.
Inegorvico training means continuous growth both in improved
teaching techniques end in peneral education., It involves cone
stantly increasing knowledge of the community in which one works
end the solution of individual problems which earise in connection
with ores teachinge Obviously unlese the e reon who eontors the
teaching profession hes more then average intelligence, industry,
end initiative--to mention only a few of the qualities essential
for good teaching--he will not be able to recognire problems much
less work intellipently et their solution. The extent to which the
teacher in the field enters into all the activities of the com=
mnity and constantly keops informed ees to modern educational trends



and worke to become a botter teecher will be conditioned largely
by the type of treining which he has received in college.

I think we all realize what a great sdvantage it would be
if the memdere of the college faculty who have been responsible
for the methods' courses and the supervision of practice teaching
could get into the field to work with the teachers there, especially
those who have just entercd the teaching profession. This would
benefit both parties. It is true at Western and I think mest
othor colle;es in the Stale that we ars fortunste in that our
toachers of education have had experience in the publie school
field. It is quite true howevor thet with the passage of time
one tends to lose touch with the actual problems which confront
the teacher there. GSupervision on the part of membors of the
eolle ge faculty in cooperation with the local administrutors
aend supervisors would enable them to do a better job in their
teachling in the college because of a better understanding of
the problems in the flelds
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