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Weotern Emtu ky State Teachere College, so nwmod in
19050, wes established Ly sot of the legislature in 1906 under
the title of Westorn Ewntucky Stete Normal School. In 1922 pore
alssion woe glven %o confer baccaleurceto degrees and the nmw
changed to Neetern Kemtucky Stote Normal Sehool end Teachers
Colleges Tie lumwedlats jredeccesor of Western Zsntucky State
Bormal Gehool wne the Southern Normal Schoel and Dusiness Unie
vorsity, o privete institution with a two=fold muo- es lndlented
by ite title, headed by Dre Houry Hardin Cherry. On Junuery 1,
1007, the Southern Normal School ves treseferred to the stete
and 1%s proporty bosuso the oite of thoe new state normal school
of which Dre (horry becose the firet President. In 1011 the new
norme) school moved from ite first locstion now cocupied by the
Dowling Oreen Dusimecs Uniwerelty to its prosent commending end
beautiful aite on Collegw Ueights. Ia 1028 Ogdem Collegw, which
hed opereted with distinetlion se a privete institution for more
than Fifty yeurs, loased ite besutiful cmgpue edjoining the ooliege
prope rty to Tostorn. Veestern's helf millilon dollar classroom
bullding conpleted in 1037 etands on the elte of Pottor College,
& woll known school for the tralning of young womens 5o 1t mmy
be truthfully said thet Western L1 the epiritual heir of the three
institutions which have boen mentiomeds At present the oollege



property esbreces the cnspus of somo sixty sores, twe farms of
slxty-Cive and aore than flwve hundred scres respoctively; and we
have in addition unter the geverous tems of the Opden loase the
froe use of the Opden farn of one hundred forty cores ot the edpe
of Bowling Oreen, whish includes the Falr Oroundse

Dre Chorry served ae e prosidest of Weatsr: until his
dooth lun the sumwyr of 1987. The Western of the presert 1s e
glorious mommwat @ his sndoavore Hls wes tle vislon and onergy
wiloh transforeed e wildersess widech wes the Hill isto one of
the wowt beautiful college ceapusos in Anories ncted for ite fiue
buildings sed besutiful flowers and shrruds end trees. Hils wes the
inepirstion wiich orcated here s spirit unique asmong imstitutions
of higher loarninge And in both tasks he wes nobly aided by the
loyal support of a genlous wnd eeyeble group of teachere and helpors
of Mo seleotion. It i & pity thet time doos rot peralt to pay them
individually the oredit whidh Le thelr duse

The present Westorn ag bee slways beon true has for ite
chiof tark thw training of 2on and wouen % ecrve iu the sehools of
Eentuoky and the meticns In tils comnection in addition to trelning
elemontery teschers mod high school teschers in $he ueus) eondenic
sudbjeots it also preperes voortions) teachers 1n the flelds of egrieulture,
hose economlos, and industriel arts. The muelo dopartaont is oute
stending and its organizations such az Lthe & capella cherus, the
orchestra, end band edd S the musical reputstion of the cellege at
each appesrance. DBut the college rocogalzes & droader obligatien



than only %o traln teschers. A foureyear liderel arts ccurse i
offared leading te the As De or B. 8. degree acoording %o the
student®s field of specislisation,and an increasing nusber of
students are couing to Western to tele pre~wdical, pre-~dontal,
evd pre~lew work la prepuration for profossiomal schcolse The
fine staniing of cur gradustes in profeesicnsl and graduate sohools
1s & high tridute to the gquality of work dome hore.

An infentry unit of the Senlor Division of the Deserve
Officers' Training Corps gives mele students an opportunity for
military treininge’ lest jwer more than twenty men who had come
pleted this course recolved ocmissions es second lleutenants
snd entered military service.

The college physical education progren offere o wide range
of intreasurel and imtepcolloglate sports. The football and baskete
bell tesms have been of thoe highest caliber. The football tesm last
soason was dofented only emoe, and the “eslotball tonm et the mticnsl
beskethall tournament wen metional reoo;mltions

The ocollepe is fully ascoredited by the Asscoletion of Remtucky
Colkyos and Secondary Gechools, by the American Asgsocintion of Teachers
Colleges, und by the Scuthern Asscelatlion of Collepes and Secondery
Schools. 4s a rosult owr greductes ere aduitted with full oredit
to the leading universities of Americe.

Last your amcng cur student dedy were reprosentatives of
108 of the 120 countios of Nentuoky and of twenty-seven states of
the Unlone



But I could use the entire hour ellotted for this progrem
to talk to you sbout Westorn anéd not half do justice to ite greetvess.
I must vot olose without mentioning the Kentucky Dullding, to the
constraotion of which meny of you who listen wmede comtributions
ousing the Kentuoly 1idrery end museus, it preesrves for the future
the trvepures of the present end past and e dogtined for an ever
inoreasing usefulsess as visitors couw from rear and far for inspection
end reseerche

As for tim futwe of Western, knowing fully its flme resources
of lidrery end laborstory, the scholarly stteimwuts of 1ts faculty,
the devotlion and loyalty of all whe serve it on the caupus and of the
olumi in the fleld I have & fim confidence thet Westera's future will

be worthy of ite glorious past.
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