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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
I. THE PHOBLEE INVESTIGATED

This 1z an exploration of the conoepts thel John
Fsaley, the founder of ths Hethodist Churon, had congern-
ing pastorel care. It imeiudes & study of bls theory, as
yanvsnlad, ehiefly, threugh nis Jgmmons, his Jorks, end
bis Letters. It alsc imeludes an investigationm of actual
pastoral csre as recordsd in his Journal end bis Lelters.

II. I#PORTANGE OF THE FROBLIM

I, Bichapyd Spann 2s7e In the FPoreword Lo the book,
Fagtoral Csre, "Ths soclel seiences, psyehology, and new
inaights into the ministry of Jesus have nmade rlen contri-
butions to the pastorsl esre.” With the twentleth-scentury
enphasis of She Protestant churehes on pastoral care, i%
i3 importsnt te ses what an eightespth-century Protestant
shurermen eontributed to this field befors the recant
developments of "the social sclences, peycholoegy, and new
insights into the ministry of Jesus” mads thelr contribu~

1 J. Bichard Spann % Lo m% Care {(Hew York:
Abingdon-Cokesbury fruess, iQ .d Pe &
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tiocns,? As Russell Dicks wrote in the Preface of Charles
Kemp*s book, Fhysielsns of the Soul, "« » . the care and
cure of souls ieg as old as religlon, + « M0 Since
peeatoral care has slways been & large slement In the minls-
try of, firet, the lethodlst socelsties, and, later, the
Esthodlst Chmrenh, & study of the conecepts of Jobn ¥esley is
significant. Tihils investigation reveals scmething of the
sarly historioal dsta conserning pastoral care which should
be of waiue t0 the present-dey minister,

III.: ORGANIZATION A¥D LIBITATIONS OF THI: STULY

 After the "Introducticn”, a chapter in this work
devoted to & brief resume of the 1ife and times of Jolm
Besley 1s given as & beckground, ip order to better under-
stand his concept of pestorsl care, Significsnt foctors
of his lifs and times which contributed to his concept of
pastoral eare ara presented.

. Pollowing the echapter on ths 1ife mnd times of
Jomn Hesley, atbtention 1s glven, succeasively, to his
relationships with people in various circumstences of 1ife,
suck as the poor, the alek, ths oriminal, the erring, snd

2 Supra

5 Charles ? zaup,, {how Teoric:
The Hacmillan Compeny, ' %ﬁ Pe v%-&




the soclety memburs, Ko attempt is made to go into ell
of the warious circumstances mith whleh he dealt. Hather
these few outastanding flelds of hils ministey are sonsidered
beliewing that his consept of pastorsal sare in these
fields was indicativs of hls over-all bellels concerning
the pastorel mintstry.

The study closss with & zusmary of the concluslona
which are retched thyough this investigetion,

IV, EE¥TION OF OTIHR WOBKS CoXNCHEuBIRG JOUY wmsLEY

#nlle much work bas slready bsen dome concerning
John Hesleyy there haz been 1little investigation in She
field of his pestorel cure, There have boen many voluzes
written op the iife of John ¥esley, Fesley and his times,
Wesley and hie converstion at émmgas% Yesley snd his.
theclogy, including hia conoépts of Christlan perfection,
sanctification, and vericus other doctrines. Otusr studies
of ¥esley include his relationahip to the Chursh of Lnge
irnd, his aother, his friends, his preschers, sad other
sontenporariess Other books present what he hed to say
about soclology, esonomins, descerscy, sclease, and medi-
cine, Still ether works suow his contributions to missiona,
pbllanthrophy, snd bistorys 7The studies that sre most
relevant %o this theslis are the works on Vesley's religious

societies, T8 olaas, and, wore specifically, i. Domgles



Bebb's, dssleyr 4 ¥an with & Concepn, but these books
eovey much that 1la not relevant to Hasley's eoncept of

pastoral oare and do not mention muach tiat is mpovtmﬁ

V. DEFPINITIOE OP THE TERM "rasToRsl CARE"

“rFastorsl eare® here means the concern and the csre
tast & pastor gives his peoples Fasteral cape 18 the
term used to describe the help given peraonslly to the
parishoners by the wminlster. It is the shepherding aspeot
of the ministry, as distinguished from prophetic, prisstlys
and adninistrative mapscts, Pastorsl ocare refers to the
tender snd lowing attitude of the miniszter toward the
penbers of bis {flovk, It iz cheycoteriged by councern,
reapacty appreciation, and a sense of mayenaibii&tyﬁé

Frem the historfeal polst of view It iz interesting
to note thet the lesgislation of one of the enrly Hetnodist
Confersnces imgiuded the guestion, “¥hat ia the office of
a Christian minister?™ The answer recorded in the Xin-
wtos of the Conference was "To wateh over souls, as he

4 B, Douglas Bebb, i A Hen with s Conesrn
{London: The Epwortn mﬂaﬁ é‘%?? i

§ Paul B, Haves, and J. Lennart Cedsrleaf, O
Ifeegz.a %ﬁg Chureh (Hew York: Abimgdon-Uokeabury S8y
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that must give an sceount,” Thess fow words were, avideptly,
all that %esley thought necessury st the time to describs
ths work of a pastor, but Af taken seriocusly, thay mean
as much if not more than the verbose description of the
duties of & paster &z racorded in the lastest sdition of
Doctrines and Discipline of the sthodist Chupeh.” Wnile
there 15 a great differense in the nunher of words used
betesen the Tirst definition in Bethodist legisistion for
the office of a Christisn minister sud the definitien of
the duties of & psstor in the latest edltion of Doctrinss
and Plscipline of the Zebhodlst Cimweh, there ia not much
éifference in the meaning, Joth suggest thet a pastor

reslly is z perscn who has entered g profession which
pezmits him to spend his wicle life for the sake of the
Lord &n helping others. He helps In any way that he can.
e praaches, teaches, tounsels, comforts, binds up wounds,
and in genwrsl, givea the bread of 1ife. ¥hen & person is
exubsvant with Joy, the pastor sbares thwt Joy wiith hinm and
holps to make 1% & lasting velus--something to be kepb,

& Julm Gpsley, %ggg &avw&x waw gations,

John Lmowy, editor, % %‘t RO

& &n vﬁia Yy Smer Mﬁ : i 4 3o
ﬁamah, 1831} pe 218,

SV iy Ry ok ;%;gz* SR,




Uhen life seems worthless to someone, the pastor is there
to sxtend a frisndly band snd open the door of hope, ¥hen
somecne cocomits & groas sing and the blaciness of despeir
locms vefors him as an impenetrsble cioud, the pastor 1ix
one whio pointe him $o the passageway of genulne repentance
which lesds en erring one frem his misery inte the very
presence of God, As Weynme E, Ostes says in The Chelstisn
Fastowr, “The central objeot of all pesbtorel care . « « 18
that "Chaeist be formed® in the personulity of the indivi-
dualp who seek help."® It casts its influence batveen two
poloa: deveotion of s pastor to the absolute ideals of
Josus, and his patience with human fralltlse.

Tie paster gives cars to hiz people Wy varicus
nesns, sSomebimes it is In the form of a sereion.® At
otoer timed, it iz given fave to face. A% still other
times 1% is given in $he fors of an offielal act, sueh as
performing the warriage cerewony, or sdministering the

#ayns E, Cates, The Christian Pestop (Fhiledel~
rhiad %mmw; ?ma&: m% De 3% .

$ The older eoncept of pastorsel cere gave a large
place to sermons and a relatively smull plage to olbher
aspects of Sthe wministry. The newer curiospl has m&jﬁﬂé
on cther elements in the shepherding winistry, For a com-
parison between the former avd the latter, Cosrles ¥, keap
cites len #sclaren's beok The Cure of Souls, writtesn in
1695, and Charles Selman's pook h,f the S4me DAmE, eritten
in 19358, =3 Charles P, Eemp, Fhysiciwm % Soul
{Now Yorks y Hacmillen Company, T .
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sacrament of Baptism or the Lord's Suppery or, perbapss it
is & funeral intoc whieh ths pastor pours bla own person-
&1ity, because he himself has heen desply moved, Hia
servics shows how much he ceres, snd therefore, men bellove
that the Master cares, ¥e conclude then that “pastorsl
care™ refers to the shepuerding sspecke of the pslstionshipe
botwesn the pastor and the variocus nmembers of those to
sizom bhe wizisters, whether that wminfstry is carried out
individually or solleotively, bearing in mind that & pastoy
iz cne wono bhag entered hie professicn So spend his 130s
for the sake of the Lord in bslping others.

Vi. REVERENCES

. The primary sources of imformetion in this study
are The Journal of he Reverend John Yesley, A, Ky, s
edited by Hehesmiah Curnock; Ssrmons on Several Uscasions,
by the Zeverend John Vasley, A, ¥., published by 3, Baugh
and T, Lason 1n 1835; The ietters of tbs Severend John
Besley, hs Bpi & collvstion of Living Thoughts of Jobn
Yesley, Jumes H, Fotts, editer; snd & collection entitled
Ine Beaubies of the Heverend Jobm Hesley, He A, edited
by one ef the prezebure, 4Ap attenpt has deen mads to find
the matsriales needed inm this study by a systesstic use of
the indexzes end tables of contents, Veriocus leading words
nave been trased through esch of tihe volumes reforred to,
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Some secondary raterials have zlso been used. These sources
and natarislis are listed in the bibilography and cavefully
footpoted throughout the work.



CHAPTER IX
THE RAX ARD BIS 7TIBES

Before the study of Johm Sesley's concept of pas-
torel care cen be sorrectly understood, it 1s necesasady
to make & study of his 1ife and hils times, The pertieu-
lars of & man's 1life influence his sttitude toward cthers
and toward his professlion, Theve were many particulayr
details of his 1if'e that caused him to feol and act the
way that he d4id, Soms of theme are presented in this
caapter, But, however grest this influsrce might have
bsen, the faot premains that the soenditions of the age
in which ha lived wielded its foroe to make of Lbe man
the Jehn Wesley that we kmow.

Contrapy to the most of ths rest of thiz study, ibhe
ehdef zources In this chapter have been secondary materiels,
& study baa beon made of varicus books on the 11fs of Joim
Yesley, and the history of Saglend in the sightesuth-cen-
tury. Considerable resesrch has also bean done In books
dealing with the effect of John Wesley's devotion to a
2anse that he saw Lo he worthy of his 1ife, A& careful
resding of the “Historical Statement” of the Doctrines and
Digeipline of the Methodist Church has proven worth while,
As to primary scuyeces, a study of The Zorks of the Hsverend
John Wesley, As Ee has been the most fruitful,
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This ehapter is divided inte two parts, The firast
portlon desls with the ehsrzoter of the man, John Zesley,
touching on his birth, sncestry, snd sducation. From thars,
the discussion goss to the "Holy Club™, Wesley's missiocn-
ary lourney to Oeorgia, and hiz experience at Aldersgate.
The npezt thing toushed o 1e the changed Besley, tributes to
¥eslay, and his outstanding charactaristliec as & pastors
The last pordion dasls with the conditions in the time of
John kesley, politiecally, sscnomicslly, soeislly and
morally, and peliglovaly.

I, THE RAH

A% tho close of the sevanteeutb-century shen tha
Reverend Samuel Wezlsy moved to the viliage of EHpworth,
the reglon had only recently besn redecmed from the low,
geanpy elubshes of the fens. At the sdge of the town, on
thres different sides flowed sluggish streans. Beyond
the stroass was Lhe wed, bopgy lend of the country-side,
7he sconomie condition of the scamunity wes presarious,
Ihe intelligence of the peopls was far below that of the
average Anglisls rurel coomunity of that day. Reaspsot for
oprder and fradition was 14tile known, and little reverence
wes shosn for the parson or the squire, Sven the outwesed.
semblances of religion wers scarcely observed, to say
nothing of the true spirit of Chnristisnity. Hany of the
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enildren born in the parish woepe never presented by their
parents for Christlan Beptizs, and when Boly Cosmunion was
given, there werse olten lzes than twenly pecple prozent,
In the reclory of tils onlnviting perish, Jduring the month
of June, 1703, the {ifteenth of the ninetsen ehlldren of.
thls parsonage home was berns John Wesisy.

3iz generations befors him the paternsl sncestor of
dohn Vealey was & park of the nobllity, in Pact & wember
of Peplisment in the year 1339, but in some way or anobluer,
the interest in politics waz changed %o an interest in
raliglon, Ii wgs Saptholomew Yesktley, Johnt's great-grand~
father, thet ohanged the traditions Having tuken "hely
orders”, Bartholopew %estley bocame & Puritan clergymen in
the Setablished Church of England, Por twenty years be
was the rector of Chermmouth until the Furlitsn preschers
were puk ocut of the Chmarch, by Charles 3tuart, after the
Restorstion of 1860, After that time ho contliouned his
ministry a5 & Honoonfommist pastor of & part of hia old
pavish, such loved by his people, aven though the Boyailasts
stizmatized him as a fansile,

John ¥epiley, the grandfather of ths founder of
Eothodism, waz sonsecrated to the uninistey in infaney

1 Cy %, ¥inchester, ine Lifs *3%’%% 7 {Hew
Tovdk: Tmﬁa&inw Gma:;y, 9%%‘»;.,& ks Be




12
by his parants, Mardholomes snd Ann. lie was aduszted at
Qatrord, whers ke was an oxeaptionsl atudsat, Upon graduse
tion hwe hegan hils wminlstry st Whitehureh as 2 ¥eneonfornist,
He zhs merried to the dsughter of the Soverend John ¥hiteo,
one of the most seledratead of the Furltan divimes, Fo-
gether, John Vestley snd his wile feced the persegutions of
the day shich wers Pordheoning to those who shose to paastor
in Englend without episcopsl erdination. In this family
there ware twe sons who zZrow bo nanbood, Satthew becams 3
surgeon in Lendon, and Samusl the pector of Epworbhs
Togother, thaas sons ctred for thelr mother during the laat
forty years of har 1ife, alfter the sassing of thelr fathew,
ke A

Semuel Zesley was bort in the home of a Honmeonform-
ist aomdemy, snd thrust into the midat of the highest
Eenconformist circles with Daniel Defoe, Stephen Charbeck,
and Jolwm Bunyun, ®hen he sas abont twenty yesrs old, he
wes forsed to a decision botwesn the Hatablished Chureh
and Benoonforeity. Je chose the Bstablished Chuveh, Rith
the seme guick impulse whilch distinguiszbed his entire 1life,
he sross eaply one morning and started on foot for Oxford
University, Witk only twe pounds and five abdilings in
bis pocket, he begsn his sducsbtion in Exeter College 23 a
suprant. At Oxford, Samuel Wesley's sharacter plpsned,

A4 tvue pastorel feeling of compassion ana reiﬁm‘ahsizﬁx
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for mankind was kindled iIn his soul, unbll he took ths
Baechelor of Acts dugrse, On this occasion he aigned his
nawe as Wesley instead of Westley. Lsater he recelved the
Haster of Arts degres from Corpus Christi Gollege,
Cambridpe, and a2 ordained, first ap a deacon, snd later
fs & priest in the Chureh of Hngland, 4boul n year lster,
ne was married to the dassnteor of & Furditan 4ivies, v,
Samwel dmnesley, who has been cslled "The Saint Fsul of
the Bonconformiats®,?

Hot long after Samusl Wesley made his decision
to leave the Zonsonformists, Susanns, with remarksbls inde-
pendence f'or a young lady, msde up ber mind to enter the
Bstablished Chureh. As has bsen ssid, "If the Puritans
could not transmit to hey lover and hersslf thelr scclesi-
astical prineiples, at lsast they tranmitted s bold
independence of Sudgment and of conduct.®™ Susarna Weslsy,
the mother of Johm, has boen salled by wore than ans eriler
the mother of Hethodles becauss her Influence on him was
tremanducus,. She deliberstely set cul $o give hia moul
the shape that sbe beileved 1t should have, The education
of a1l ber obilldrsn was almost entirely intrusted to ber.

2 John Vealey Hurst, Joim & : the Methodist
(Bew Yore: Zsten snd Xeins, T90%) vtre T2-157

3 Ibld.. Pre 22, 25.
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3he began it in the oradle, Ae the children grew, thelr
hours of work and play, their hablits of wmanner and speceh
wers all regulasted by strict rule, Instant cbedlisnce was
always required, She felt thet the first thing to be done
with children was to conguer thely wills, Exsotly on
Jehn's £i0th birthdey, Susennw teught him the sipbabet.
The next day they began on the first verse of the Blble,
%In the beginning God crestod the heaven and the eartd.”
When he was gix years old, hw had a navrow eascape from the
purning perscnsge a$ Spworth, PFor s time it sesmed tiat
he would perish in the flame, but just in ths niek of time
be was rescued, That dpy his mother wrote in her dlary
thet she would be more partisulaerliy coreful to Instill in
his mind the principles of true religlam and virtue becauss
the Lord had spered nNis 1ife. Fros the time that Jola
wes o babe in arms umbil the day of his mother's death,
she never ceased io be &z influence on him. 3She was ever
& ready s abvle souyce of advice for Joim wheo eriticel
situations presented themselvas to him.¥

At ten Jobm went to London where he atbended the
famous Chavterhouse schoole whose flle carriss the nmmes eof

Thaokeray, BSlackstone, Addison, and Zoger Willlems,

4 Abram Lipshky, J & 1 & Portrait {(¥ew York:
Stron and Schuster, 19287 @{ﬁ. =
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Za mastersd Gresk and Hebrew and within geven ysabs was
roady Pfor Oxford. Theve he vemained as a student snd
tescher for most of the time during the next filtsen yeers.
Bhon he was twenty-thres yoars of age, he was elected a
manbar of the faculty, s dstinguished fellow of Lincolo
Gnuase‘s

It wes & "playboy® ere for collesze men uwhen Jobn
Xogley was a studont st Oxfords Serious-minded men na ba
and bis brothar Charles found themselves out of tume with
thelir colleagues, and mo a2 sanll greup bended togethe® to
sk refuge in ths study of fthe classiss, but they soon
toroed to religion. This crganication wae destined to te
*doly Slub™y founded by Charlies Sesley but led
by hlz brother Joim. AL first thers weres enly fowr In the

the Pamous

groups but the oirels szoon widensd, Thelr wsy of 1living
wea msoetic and methodiorl, They 414 not forses thelr pulss
of ilfe uyon others or pose sk bettsr tismn Lthelr neliohbowrs,
Yot their pisty provoked ridieunle, and thelr charity pro-
yokted suspiclone Ii was bere that the Influence of Jorany
Tayloer's Holy Livics snd Dying, Themes a' Femplo! Imlfstion
2f Chrigt, end ¥illiam lews' Serious Call despened Fesley's

S ¥illlam P, HcDermott, “Introdueing John Wesley---
fie oarrisd a mumtion in bis Seddlie saga”, ZThe Uhristia
Advoeate, 12438, Cetober &, 1949,




is
sense of the »osaibilitiss and obligations of the religious
11fe. Seayesly encugh could be seid of the Influence of
the “Boly Club® and its aineers membars, whom thely friends
dubbsd "setiiodists® in scorn, pon the 1ife of Jo'm Vesley.s
It gave him a coneern for thws lives of people timt he
sight nover have otherwine had,

On Tuenday, Cetober 14, 1738, Jokm Wesley left the
halls of Oxford University behind to set seil for Georgls
28 a missionsry te the Indiens,” This misstonary jowrney
#as en important cocesion in the life of the former Osford.
don, not bepsuse of the suceese that he was to have as &
pissionery, far from 1t, but beecsuze of the faet thet on
thip trip he was Lo come In contact with the Noravians who,
#1th & ssrenity and calamese ebout thamcelves in the midst
ef & raging storm; were to revesl to the young nissionary
that thers wers blessings to be hzd in Chrlstianity thab
e 414 nct yeb maams&’ After more Lhan two yeurs in
Geopgley John Wesley turmed back to England us & fsilure,
but not without profit frea bis trip, In his own words

6 Opa Cit., C. T, Winchester, pp. 16-40.

im. Iﬁ Jolmn Baory, editor,
« Yol, I'J'.Z. N
f’ Emory and B, ¥sugh,

ki Jolm %ale
W of tha . >

f o enn BXMAS
1833} o 1&»

8 Ibides pe 17
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he aald,

bisy then, heve I lesarned in the ends of the sarth

cetnat ] E Tt anort of the chary af G6d%; thet
ny whole heart iz altogether corrupt and ammm;
and, conasequently, my wnols 1ifes . . . that "having
thae ssntence of death” in sy heart snd Mving nothing
in or of myself tv pleady I bhave no hope, but thst of
being Justified freely, "thrrough the redemption that
is in Jesua®. I have no hope, but that if I seei I
skall fingd Chrlst, and "be :m in his, not bamving
By own rightecusnass, bubk that shich i3 tircuzh the
feith of Christ, the rig&ams which i3 of God by
fﬁth’ ml&?ﬁms iii P or e

i ib be sald, thmi I hevs fnith, s +« & 1 anseer,
80 have the devila,~-a sort of faith; bub etill they
are strangsrs to the covenant of promise + « » + The
foith I want is, (the faith ef & mn,} %A aure Lrust
and cenfidense in Ged, that, t the wmerits of
Curliaty my sina are forgiven, snd I am recomeliled %o
the favour of God,” . . ¥

#1th this slncere, sarnest desire for assurance in
nig ;aai to be 2 tyun, Corgliven; child of Jod, John ¥saluy
oarried on his minlatyy, UDis burdens ssemed to grow
?:wavis? instesd of lighter until ons evening in ¥ay, at
Aldersguate,

In the evening I went very mumgzy o & wa&ﬁz
in Aldersgate Stresty, where one was reading Lubher's
prefage to the Bplstie o the dcmeni. About & wﬁm
bafore nioe, while he waz deseribing the shange which
God works In the hesrt through faith in Chrtst, I fslt
ny neart strangely warsed, I felft I 414 trust in Christ
Corist alone for smlwvaiion: and an sesarancd was given
06, that be bad tsken mwsy my sins, even mine, and saved
nme from ths law of ein and death,

I began to pray with all my might for those who had
in & more aspecial manner despitefully used me and
perseeuted me, I then testified openly to sil thers,

8 m_ug PP 55, 57«
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what I now first felt in my heart. Dut 1t was not
long before the enemy suggested, "this ecannot be falth;
for where is thy Joy?®

After my vrebwn home, I was much buifebed with
temptations; but orled oulb, and they fled away. They
returned agaln and sgein. I as often 1ifted up my
ayes, and He "sent me help from s holy nlzee'. And
herein I found the di/forence between this and my
former state chlefly consisted. I was striving, yesa,
fighting with 21l my might wnder the Laow, as well as
wnder Graes. Dut then 1 woag sometimes, 61‘ not olten,
conquersd; now, I was always monquem.

From that time on John Wesley was a changsd person,
not that he wes able to do anything more for othera than
he had been doing, bui after this experience, what he &id
for his brethern was not ocut of & gense of duby or law,
et out of a heert ever growing larger with love., As the
SHiatorical Statement' in the Doctrines and Discipline of
The Methodist Church reads,

The gospel which Wesley thus found for himselfl
e began to proclaim to others, firat to compenrions whe
sought his counsel, ineluding his brother Chavrles, then
in a widening oircle that took him throughout the
British Isles. Iiis message bad a double empbasis.
Fipst was the gospel of God's grace, offered te sll men
and equal to every humsn need. Second was the moral
ideal whieh this gospel proaents to men. The Bible,
ha declared, lmows no salvation which is not salwetion
from sin. Ile gslled men Lo hollness of life, snd this
boliness, he insisted, 1s Ysocial holiness®, tho love
and service of their fellow men.

10 Ihidm ¥ Do 714-‘

11 Folan B. Harwon, book editor, Doct
%lm th.e ﬂeﬁaogag Chureh (Chi ' agos ?& ﬁ%oéist
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This waz the Fesley that 7. Perrier Zulme wrote
sboul when he tells of an experience thet happened to Hre
¥esley sboul & year after de hearb-warming ezperience,

He wns on his way o fHosze Cpecn when ils horse suddwnly
pitchad him off on nls head, bruising hiln severely. In-
stead of taking time out to nurge his brualses, he went on
to preach %o the waiting multitude from ‘mzs sgpropriate
taxt, "Fhether ye eat or driny, or whatever you 20, 1s all
to the glory of Godl"™ Hulwme efited anocther gimiler instance
when Yeslay's horse fell, and in sttexpting to rise agelin,
fall down on him, One or two women ran out of neighboring
houses and helped hiwm in, ¥r., ¥esley wrote of thls otecasion
in his Jourpel, "I sdore the wisdom of Ood®. Wny? 1t

was because there were thrss backslildsrs is thet house
whom he wes able to reslals for the glory of Gode “lasa’t
that self-revesiing? Often tueses Lroubkles show us ths resl
men who saved Baglimd.“w

Tnis was the Resley of vhon ¥illlam Levky, Willifam
2eDenald, sad others have written saying thst e was the
enly thing that bept the FPremch Revolutlon from spreading

12 Y. Perrier Hulme ?a;%‘ of Hiew DRoom {London:
The Epworth Press, 1933) pg: By Ty ei'%%g'%m Genleyy




to Englnnd.u’
This was the Gesley ebout whom so meny fevorable
comnants heve besn written, Thomas Carter aald,

If a "philanthropist® 1s a lover of men, Joim
Weosley has preempted the title and well-nizh secured
a monopoly Tor certainly it would be hard to find a
man who has left more freguent and more abiding monu-~
ments of & sincere devolion to the welfare of his
fellows, By neture and by grace hs was double fltted
te falfill the ssoond tsbls of the lew, His netural
smiability of shereacter whan bapbtized by the Spirit
of Christ went out along a thousand chennels, eseh
beapling on ﬁu Pull tide 2 steady stresm of bleossiogs
to nankind,+® '

Jaceh HKilas spoke:
¥hat the world would bave dons without John Wesley,
1 cannot thlnk. . « « $hat his epirit haz done fer
mankind, no man may compute {mm tenaus returns of
Churches and Sundsy Sohools.id
Axtimr He Bagler saild, *. . « he pever squated peligion

with nere humenitsriarism or acciel idealimm,?® Jobm T,

13 ®4llism B, He Leoky, A H ef % g% the
I:ﬂ% teenth~-Contury, Vol. 1I, ?‘f&i&*ﬁ%, #evised (London:
longheme, Oreen, and Conpany, 1883) pe 8383 Hilllam Bobonald,
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York: Zaton snd Beins, 1208) D« B

14 Thomas Carter, Joim ¥ &g 3 W
%% i i%ﬁﬁ%“%ﬁ \ ; Haenvi ! The digsion-
15 Jacob diis, quoted by Thogas Cartur, Johnm Wesley

bropist aur mﬁmzﬁ? Kission of Ketn
&‘ngm TPBining S0hocls L1905) fe De

18 Artmu ¥, Bagler, "And Wesley 3tarted This,”
The Christian Advocete, 134:12, Uctober 6, lv49.
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Helelll wyobe,

%asley had & gift for knowing psople, beyond merely
rememdaring names and faces. He wrote Lo many, and
sbout many, with » keen {gausatinn of thelr Gualities
and possibiiities. . . %

Something of the character of the man, Wesley, has
been revsaled--encugh, &t least, for anyome to be able to
see that nhe attalined in the charagleristic thet zo many
suthorities today in the fleld of pastersl cars say ls a
ngeessity for & sucesssful pmatoral minlstry: e loved
Bis people,

Il. THE 11828

Certain problems have presented Lhemsslvesz in an
sttempt to produse an sdeguate pleture of the times in
wiaten John Vesley worked, Alfred Fluumer puts those pro-
blems 1intc words gulte well, when he sald:

The writer on thils peried of Enplish History is
sonfronted with two great 41rficultiss: (1) the vast
amcunt of materisl that $e awvalilable ss evidence and
comment; and (2) the apparently contradictory chapacter
of the evidencs 23 Lo the goodnsss or bedness of the
&+e whieh ne has to study.d8

Ei1tn this hendisap in mind an attempt hag been mads to

17 Jobn 7, HeNeill, A idistory of Lk of Soul
{Bew York: Harper and Spothers rubilsners, i9 P 2Gia

18 Alfred Flummer, %g » Chareh Enoiend g?
Bigbteenth-Century (London: Xetsuen and Company, %XD Pa s
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give something of the conditions of ¢he sgs coversd in
this study,.

The Engilsgh Bevolution took place iz 16365, a fLew
years before Wealey weos born. It oczused a revival of both
pollticel snd peligious 1iberty. In 1702, the year before
the birth of the person whoe wes to be thse foundeyr of
Ketiodimm, King Willlam III died, He wasz auccesded by-
<usen Anne, the second daughter of James Il, 2he was a
sealous Protestent and brought about the union of Sectland
snd England, under the official title of the Uingdom of
Groat Britaln, %o 1707, Until 1710 the Wnigs (lidberals)
were in power, bdbut in that yeer the Torles took over the
n&tority untll after Gusen Anne's death in 1714, King
George I was the next on the throne., Ho lived until 1727,
and wvwpoh his desth was followed by Eing Oeorge 11, who wes
the ruler during & large perd of John Wesley's active
winistry. Thoe Ceorges wore both faithiful to the Cospackt
of 1888, Thery bhad nsither s goldier ncey o paxdy, bub
agcopted the ministers wialch the parlismentary majority
elected, so thet to changs her poliey Grsat Britain had
cnly %o shange her ministers. The troubls was that a
system of bribery was enployed by Ehe prime minister so
that it was as bad, 1f not worse, than baving sn absolute



momarehy, 9

If »olitical conditions were not ideal, 1f there
was bridevy and undsrhmndedness in govermment civelesn,; the
situstion wss even worse sz fer as the sconouy of the
natlon was concerned, The poor were Vely pod® 48 can be
seen by passing beyond the workting claaz and looking s
the shop-Reepors and the tradesmen of the day. Jomm 8,
Simon deacribes thelr sositlon asz oue that differed zresbly
from that of the fradessen of cur dny. In country towns
espesially, their lot was not %o be sdmired, Thelr goods
ware brought to them sithar by stsge-wagons that erept
slowly over the ilil-kept roads or by pack horses that
Plungsd through the mud snd water of the swanps in whieh
they pesrly foundered. Thelr ahops were smsll, 1ll-lighted,
and conteined only s seanty supply of goods. Harket-day
brought some traders into the sountyy towns, but at other
Simms the shop-kespesrs bad lelsare bime on thelr lunds,
it is Inpossible to know exastly shat their incons was, buk
thig mmah iy nown: that =1th orushing woliglht, ths great
burden of faxalion folli on tham, YThose taxes msde serious
invoads on thely uncertain invome. In lLendon business was
& 11%tle heawier then In the country towns and, consew

19 Victory | & CGen
Yol. II (Hew Tocks The Sorien
Pe 3@?’ 358,
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quently, more profitable, but, even there, the business-
men were not without threat,Z

iAbove the leberers and tradesmen stood the upper
elasses., They lived in s reslm of their own, which was
far renoved from ths tracks of common men, Ite line of
demarcetion was sbarply acceontsd. Sizon does not thirl
that the alocfness of the upper slasses arcae {rom any.
conselous sontempt for persous balew them finenciallr,
It wan rather the product of indifference, but never-thow
lsss, the aflfect was $ust as strangling a&s though it were
mtmaﬂg
It 1s difficult to pessist the evidence he produces;
sharity suggests a nore leniont wvepdiet, It is unfor-
tunate when the “people of quality® in & country are
devoid of a sonze of vesponsibdility; wien they laek
morel earpestness; when they are out of touch with the
rest of thelr countrymen; when the spesotacle Lhey exhi-
bit to those who are suger Lo imitate them i that of
& luxupizus race loving pleasure and forgelting God.
Huving looked at the sconomie situstion in the time
of John Wealey, we view the social and movsl conditions
of the age, Ths publiec manners of good socolsty were
everywhare Iax. In plases of publie rescrt, drackesnesa
was havdly a matter of reproasch sad profenity wss scoepted,

80 John B, Simon, % HAevlve
54 e Ber st 1pre a% IOk
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as Lthough 1t weve expecisd. OGambling wes & social form of
satertninment, Lody Cowpay, ono of the malds of honor,
axsuged hersclfl from Dley b one of the drawing-rooms
besause she 3al1d thet no one thought of putting dowm less
than two hndred poundds. The whole nation, for & time,
vant mad ovar the gilgsntie 3pulh Zsa Bubbla that made
boggsra of nobles and drove scores of deluded speculators
ko saieids. Prablonabley sousomonts weds cosrsze and leowd,
The atsge wes mostly taken up with farcses and spectacles.
4 foverite psatime 1o the theatres and pudblls gerdens was
the mesked ball, whish funished oprortunity for viclatlons
of 211 propletye To sumarize the sccial eonditions of
the time, C. T. Linehester iz quoted,

It iz doubileas unjust to draw Inferences as to &
ehole class from instances of deprevity so axteptionsl
&2 $o reselve gonbemporsry nobtise and record; but the
concurrent testinony of blstory and litersture forces
us te belleve Lhat never before had what oaliled itsell
the best soclely of Eagma shown less pelinement,
intslligense, or purliy tm st Inst the noment wwn
Jolm Gesley begsn his worik,22
Hhenever one [(inds scelal and morsl conditions bsd,
he san usuelly correctly assume that ths relipgious outlook
fs no bstiter. ¥hile we should not malte & wholssale oon-
davmation of the Christienlity of the day, elther of the

Zstavlished Chureh of Inglend or of ths Honnonformiste

82 Ups Si%er ©» T, Wincheosters ppe 73, T4,
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group, yeb, the Chureh wes nod without bdlame, Arthar 9,
tittle, who wrobe rather disparegingly against the "unor-
thodexy” of John %Yesley and hls work, In & book celled
Tne Tlmes sund The Tesehing of Jobn Heslay, has recurdsd
somethdng of low wbb bto which ihe Churceh had falien:

4 majority of the disheps were Whlg politiecisne
promoued for pelitizal sesvites, EBost of Lhex sevre
gontlemern of seholarly tastez and respectable morels,
living vomfopbably in thelr palsces or in Londife + » »
Nome of thae nevey viait,n& thelr Diocgeses. Confirmg.
tion was gadly ected; dlscipline, there wss little}
energy and ant: asmy none et ell, 2%

- Tos volce of the chursh was hshed « « »

The porish olergy had beeome poo and logy and had
forfeited the pespect which the ssered office sueuld
elways Bave., ine parish priest was in & dllemnan., I be
showed zeel and enthusizs: in hiz precching he was acvused
of belog a porditans. Iy on the other handy, he showed
reverante in worship, he zEs guspected of belng & Homsn
Catnnliiey A part of tiw elergy lived like ropality; thw
rest of it conid hardly bo sald 3o bave ilved st all--
they starved alaong. Heresy was oo ths mampsnt, There was
infidelity on every hand, Initerisnien, Dslms, and Atheism
wore ovarvbelxing, Anti-Christisn philesophy thrived, In
the words of Littles there was, "Ho dogaatie Christianity;

o sebl TR s ALY




no historie Chwristianity; mo Christisnity st e11,79%
Joan Sesley Bready has summorized the situstion/in one
sentence,

The Znglish splecopate of the eightesnth~eentury,
though ebiil pupporting to be the sxelusive mediabors
of apostollic Grsce, tut the pride, arrcgance and
vebelity of thelr lives, ind by coupremisisg Chvis-
tiandity to the idolatry of wealth, sclaszs, "veason”,
and C&mﬂ&uﬁ% %d the light thst was in em
to turn {o darknesty

These wers (ke Simes in whieh Jobn Besley carried

out his ministey: poliblesily, sconcmicslly, svoially end
m.{g;.mlh Yo be found lacking ia eny one of these
raalas would have besn geprisusz, but ko be found short in
8ll of them was sobthing shopt of tragedy, The cause of

the tragedy, we do not know, bul we do kmow what the oure
Ban. Unce there iived B man who found the Churelh forgebt-
ful end negieefivl of its dutien, slecping in its rivhes,
urmindful of the poor. Ho found churehes emphty, 4irty,
neglected, sed cruabling into disrepeir, Jobn Uesley lound
tiig-~but he found mors, UHe found the Spirit of the Lewd
wtlzal smze I3pieil of the Lopd Ged thst enointed Jesus

of Zasareth to presch good tidinge bo ithe poor, Lo bind

up the broyen-hesrted, io proolsim 1iberty to the captives,

24 Ibﬁ;ﬂf; FEae &i B
28 Ja aaslty' g% %&_., Healey
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d to amnounces the aseeptable year of thw Lord,

With something of tiae knowladge of the eharacter
of ths man and the gonditione of hlz times In wind, we
are [iited to move zhsed into an investigstlion of John
Sesley's coneept of pastorel care,



CUATTER 11X
A5 PASTORLL CARE OF 790 POO0R

The oare of the soor loomed laerge in the partopsl
ministyry of John Veslaey, Thers were two classes of poad
people in nis day thel have been considersd in this Llesis:
the ones who wera poor beoeuss of injury or sicksoess,
end the able<hodisd poor, Since speoizl scnsideration
hes besn gilven elsevheres in thls work to %eslay's care of
the zilek, the chief conslderation before us nov is the
sare of the able~bedisd poor, many of whos, Lhrough no
fault of thelr ovwn, found thenselves destitute,

. In this chepter, some seoccondsry materisl nas been
used, but the chief scuree of Information has been Wealey's
Eovks, the Journals, his Sermons, snd his letters. Heler-
once s also boen made to Ths Deeuties of Joim Fssley,
puablizhed by Jonalhen Ffounder, & great dsal of manberial
coneering e uoco hes bess founds T seylog of Jesus
to Judss Iscariot wmixdieh 1z recorded ln the twelith chaplteyr
of the Gospel of Jobps "The poor slways yo beve with you,”
was gertainly true during the sightemnth-pentury, pariicu-
larly the £irst part of 1it, Wesleoy wss slways acetlag
with and caring for the poors

In the study of Vesley's cars of the poer, the
cuaptar iz divided foto two parts: +&he beeckgvound which
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ghaped his attitudes ino regerd to the poor, snd his acbtusl
mindatry to thom.

I. BACKGROUND OF WESLEY'S AYTITUDE TOUARD HIS PASTORAL
CARE OF THE POOR

In ordesr to understand how Wesley cared lor the
poar, 1t i3 necessary Lo have an lden of ‘cim elrcunpstances
in which those who were legs Torbtumste than obhers, sconom-
ieally, found themselves Iin the days of Jobn Wesley. Joim
Se Siron hes given some fligures with respect to the
economical situation of the time. The minerst wgues wers
sgulvalent to about three dollers a weslk in American wmoney.
Iron and cuflery woriters recelved sbout the same, oy &
little lﬁ&a; Hoast nale texbtile-workers broughi home a
weelkly pay check of shout two dollars, while women who
worked along side of them recsived only about one dollawr
for the same amound of time, sud children received a litile
gver [ifty cents for the weekls work. Howover, some of
the more skilled workwmen in the textile factorles received
wages comparable with those paid to the miners and iron
workers, Comparing these wages with those of the agricule
tural laberers, one is not surprised to find evidence o. &

downwerd drirt to nm low as cboub ons dollar snd twenty-
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five cents per week.l As cun be seen from this desoription,
even in more prospercus times, poverty was the familisr
coppandon of thoussnds of the laboring class of people.

Howaver, lasborers wers not the only ones who had
pecunlary 4ifiriculties. The shop~owners and the professlon-
al men suifered tocs Perhaps, one of the npost vivid ex-
perlences in all of John WesleyYe 1ife was the economic
situation that he, his parents, and his brothers snd
slsters faged together. Joim Flstcher Horst has given a
description of it in hls book, John Wesley the Hethodist.
Samuel Wesley, Jolmt*s i'ather, was not a very geod providers
In the first place, the region around tiw Epworth parsonage
wos pob prosperous. The marshes und feng produced only a
precaricous 1iving ior most of hig parishonerss Agriculture
was unprofitable, The business men, too, aulfered [inarne
cially, partly because the people 4ld not have onough
money @ith which to buy ivom them, and partly becsuse of
the conditions of the rosds over which they received thelir
supplies. In the second place, there were many conflista
betweon 3Jarmisl Wesley and his churchepoople or they hated
nime As 2 vesuli, debds crowded in upom his Tamily, uniil,
in 1705, when John was two yoars old, his father was

Jobn 8. Simon, The Revivel of Rellpgion _%
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arpested for a debb of tidrty pounds and burried off to the
debtorts jeil. The fanily &t home sulfsred aseversiy.
There ned been a erop fallure tue previous seir, Food waa
hard to find, end sfter the lather bzd been zent to Jail,
the angry ool cbors burned the Fecleys' flax, astabbsd tae
tires cows that bed glven mili for the fanily, and witaed
that “the little devils"--ihs calldren in tie recicry~»
would ba turned ocut o starve, Sub Suzsnnay %esley tciled
oy feedling ssd eletiing her litile flock as bsat she eould
for thres months until frieands ceme to thelr rescus, amd
Samuel ¥osley wai relessed {rvem ool san.e

¥han a person thinks of the éocnomiosl sibustion
during this psriod, one is lilkely Co ihink tust nothlng
was belng done te allleviate the pilght of Lbe goor, bub
such wes not the csae, Thera were sttanpts to give reilefl
te the poor, The Hlizabsthan Foop Law bad provided for
tnad, buk in sowe way or another, it w%&as alwost completely
nsutraiized by meny of the loeel offieials thet were in
charge of it. The ruthlessness and the arbitruriness of a
grast number of these mern, wino hed 1t witbin thelr pover
to datermine the amoumt, the kinds and the metuod of rellef,
as well as the perscns tu whon rellal was Lo be given,

2 John Mletohnar Hurst, ¢ ﬁa%l‘ 5 Hethodls
{Rew York: Zaton and ¥Eains, }sﬁ?pp. ' -3%
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added crueil; to the burdens of the poor. ¥Fhe Settlement
iet of 1562 coum liested natters st1ll farther, Hithlesn
&rlker Hachriiuar s:y8,

ne harshness of the Bettismeny Act of 1482, which
wes s8t11l ia fores, sent mern wandering from pariasd Lo
pariah in vais sttewpts tc “=ettle” so as to gquallfy
for work or relisf, The deviess by whieh perishes
shirked tuls wssponalblliity for the sehe of cubting
down thefr Foor Betes greatly restrieied the {reedos
snd epportunity of workers, snd contributed to both
the physical snd wental misery of men.¥
The compapative yoverty of Hesley's asarly hone-
life in whish an asstual ahortage of foud was Sovolived ab
times, togethwr w»ith the years that ke spent as & sollege
stadsnt st Oxaford, wisye bis own, perscnal Tinancial astatus
was anybtilng Hat prosperous, infiuenced hls sttitude towsed
¢ 1ts experiences in Georgia, wnen

for a paricd of seversl rmonths he vas without even & slllliing

the care of the poor,

in hig rossession, alezp had sn effset in this ms
Heny s man, bavimg had this kind of 2 background,

wouid imve taken advantage of the opsortunitiesz (hat later

cume his ¥y to make himpelfl secure, dut doaley cavse a

3 Kathlesn ¥alker MacArthur, Ihe 5e Etnte
of doli Hesley {Yew York: The Adblingden freas, Pe 43,

. & E. Louglae Bebb, Fealey: 4 #ith & Conceru
{Londont The Bpmorth ifprsss, 1850} . 8b,
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dlfferent way, & way of sacrifice in behalf of others, so
that whien ho died he had very 1ittles left to be disponed
of through his wi1l.® I tho werds of %, Doaglas Bebh,

. Tha teath is thst, 1ike hls fathor, Joim Fesley
eften koew the seed of monsy, bub posscssed & Oom-
plote ecnfilence that he would menase, somshow o
ahw,maﬁahm* « « o Poverty they knew, and
fropyidence they knew and they pelther mamzd e
Lormer nor doubled the iatter.?

Fenley bad & eertain fesr in regerd $o money mattera,
He bolleved thmt bhe grace of (hrist was sufficient Tor
the salvatilon of the scul of a riek maeu, but, no doubt,
those who hesrd him presch his sernon on the text, “lLay
w0t up for yourselves Lreasures wpon espbb, wiere mobh
and rust dobth soprupt, and wiwre thieves brssk through and
stasl, « . " Hotthew B: 19~33, lud resson te balieve
that sueh & thing was fust within the eonpass of divine
greae, In spaaiting of ths Zovipture, “lay not up For
{thysell] brosewres ugem earti,” he suys, "Ihla is o Diss,
posltive oommend, full &3 slescr as 'thou shalt not somsitt
aduliery’ ™®  ils sermom, "On sicacs®, wes Just &8 dafinite

8 John Sﬂhﬁ “caﬁ of ﬁu iaat. mz. and ?mmt,*
m oa?i'&aa ' 57 7. 98-31.
7 Gk €3%es Pe 95

B John ﬁamy, *Upon Our wvd'n Serson on ths Eount®,
inmsa Viliy Zeymon ILVIII.
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in the econvloblion that the non of wealth was In & precar-
fous pogitior rogerding his goul. In this ssrmon ke adviges
the rich, "fet 82 loose to all things here Lelow, ag 4f
YOU were a noor bas:;j:nr.” Uther serong polnt toward the
pame peneral attitude, In hic sermon, "The Hieh Van end
Laserns,® he says, ® *There was s certsia rich man:te-
and 1t fs né move sinful to be rieh then to be poor. But
1% 12 dangercus bBoyond sxpression,™C ils attituds regard.
ieog the dangsrs that theas whe ore blesged with material
righes sonfrant Iis fudther shown in his scrmons sntitled,
®Fhe Danger of Riehes,” "iu Uorldly Polly,” and "0n the
Denger of Incvessing Hlehes.™ ! e bolfeved bast & man who
popzoged wonlth &3 2 respoasihility to use 1t for the Lene~
1% of the kingdem of 3od, snd this atiitude is revealed
in the Sermonz, "The Use of Yeney," *The Geod Steward,™
and *0n Charity®, 2

2 Ibid., "On ehes¥, Jermon CXilI., Vele 1I, pu 401.

10 Ibid., "Thes Rich Ken and Lazerus,” Soruon CAVII,
Pa $18.

i1 Ima,, “The Dwm of R&M Sarmon XCII,
TPe 248-358; Ton %faﬂﬂgm 1z," Sermen mxﬂ. Fhe 461~
45&;:%;1;» Danger of m%.ng Henhes,” Sereen CX3X,
Pre 484421,

% e Use of m:," Sevmon L, Vola I,
gm Mi}-—& ‘ne Grod Steward,® Sewmom LI, 2o %‘—&ﬁ"h
mz»s,w. Sermon L0VI, Vola 13, pp. #¥9-28




The econcmies bachoround of Wesloy gave bin thia
senas of foor in belelf of tho rieh, last they shoeld coter
into bompbation snd lose thelir souls, It also gave alm 8
eoneern for the poor, Tt gave “ln en &bIlitry to understund
thelr astusl cimgumstaness, tholr fealings, tleir fesrs,
srd trelr srxletiecs.

The daginning of JFesley*s ministey to the oor
cume shortly after Wls flvat vielt o the prisconers in the
Cestle on Augnust 234, 1730, with his Oxfurd companion, “p,
Horgnn, As the Cxford dom relflectzd e $his experiance
he ecome bo The eonsiuston that 3t bed bvess tise wall sponmd
and that he and The olifine members of tle “ioly Clud® should
anend sp huviy of two & week In such coswpatlon, o

From the very beginning opposition was encoumtersd
regarding the ~d:lstry to the pocreso mueh that young
Jekn wrote to his father regarding 1t. Rz fatbher ressoods
o with sncourmgsment, snd so the littie growp continued
thedy scbivities, but move sriticlew was heaped upon theme
P snewey these gpiticlsms, Er, %esley pocords in his
Aouppal thet they hed e 1lat of questions whilch they asked
thelr nppinonts,. Some of thew arc ap foliows,

I, Whether 1% does not congern all men of 211 condi-

13 op. Cit.. Johm Wesley, The Jourpe
&nd Joki Hesisy, L, K.» Febemiah Curncel
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timms to lalteie iim, aueh aa they can, "whe
went about deing M%’ ‘

Wnsther all Christisss ave not concerced in that
cqm?gnd‘ * Llle we qave biuo, leb us lo zood Lo &ll
) ‘

Zhether we abkll nok be more bappy berexlfier, the
wore good we do now?

“hetbsr we can be haypy at all bepsefter, unlans
wo have, asusading to cur powex, "lfed the hongry,
clothed the naked, visited those that are sick,.
snd in prisen;™ and wade all Lhese setions sube
servient to & higher purpous, even tha saving of
souls frosm death?

Fhethor 1% bhe not our bounden iy alweys to reuen-
ber that Le 444 mowve for ue then ®o can 4o for im,
whOo sSsmres us, Tinammieh 88 ye have done 1t unto
ong of tus loaab of thess =y brethren, ye have

dcone fh unte Ke?"

PURP O T I N 2 B N T Y N I I T R T L 4

Fhother, upon ths considerations above-mentioted,
we Wey Bob try to do pood %o those Shatl sre A~
avys puiads or alak? In perticulsy, whether, if
we inow sny aecesaitous feully, ve ney not glve
thee o 1iLtle foud, clothes, or paysie, sz shay
want?

uhetisr we 2ay not glve then, 1f they cen resd, 2
5ibis, Coemon-Prayer Dook, or ¥hele uty of hani

Whstoer we Bsy noby now sad Lhen, inguire now Shey
bave used thamy exslaln whet tLey do not wnder-
stand, and safores what Lbey de?

Ehetlur ye ey not sufores ujon them, Nors SEpOGi-
ally, the nscessity ol privale proyed, wnt ol
freqususing the chavsh knd IJacrveamont?

ihether we may nod contribute what little we are
able torord having thelr childmen clothed and
taught to peed?

Yhetner we mey pob take eurs tiak they be taught
theiy eskbechism and short prayers for morsing and



evaning?ld

t is recorded lu the sournel that no one ever
doublted thet it wwe lasfui Lo uss time and ey in this
Eanoere. Jn bhe obowr cand, meany with whom She BeLDErs
of the "loly Club™ wel incressed khelr litile stsek of
money by meulng querterly subseripticns io ib, undii the
lsader seld that the uors people Bo wass these desigis were
propesed, Lae nore sonvinced Liey beceame Lhad Losir work
was & good Lhing, end that tney sbouid follow after it
®ith determiontio.a.ts

I3. ACIVAL MIRISTEY T THS FOCR

It camot be questioned shat Wealey hed = affective
pastoral ministry to the poore Fyom his first experiences
fa sislstering to tids slasa of people until the end of
bis long 1liles e Bsd their wollare ia =mind. He tausnt his
followprs alsc to eare for the poors The 61d "Poor Hox®
for gifts for the needy is sbiil on the dood of tlw ew
Boor woare (be warly kethodists wek for worshipy and fellow-
ﬁﬂ;a,}“ﬁ

som SRt Koo nenniih EaIRY oL 10 Spmer
z‘ﬁ M‘ e FTa .

T T.?mm {Londons
mmﬁm Fronns 1955] &wﬁmmm




As early as 1740 he began & work of relief, dis-
triduting clothes to the poor members of the sccliety
ascording to their needs, Thomas Carter guotes Wesley as
saylngs

I reminded the United Soclety that many of our

brethren and sisters had not needful food, meny werse
destitute of sonvenient clothimg, many were out of
businezs (and that =ithout thelr own fault), many were
slck and ready to perishj that 1 had done what in me
isy to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to suploy
the poor, &nd to vigit the alck, tut that I 'was not
alons gulficient for these things, and therefore I
desired all whoas hearts wers as my heart:

1, 7o being whst clothes essh could sfford.

2, Tp glve weeily a penny or what they ooul&.,l?

¥any wore the idsas set forth by religiocus people for
the relilef and smployment of the poory and it 1s not strange
that Jehn Wesley trled every precticsl ascheme he could think
of %o promote industry snd employment to relieve necessity.
His tdes of relief was not & gympathatic, sentimental
desling ocut of slme, He sew that in glving money to pecple,
indiscreetly, that he might actualiy be robbing them of
thely ot to seouritys. For that resson he sslectsd tvelvs
¢f ths poorest unsaployed paopls &het Le sould £ind and
brought them, slong with a teacher into the soslety room
and employed them for fowr months in carding snd spinning

cotton, This practlical plam met with suceess, Veasley says

1?7 John Yesley, cited by Thomas Capter

» Sohn

a &% mgﬁn'ogéft and the ial i Retood]
ashvilies The Eimsionary %g%%{% Pe  10a
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that they were employed and maintaimed with 1little more than
the produce of their own hands. *hls application of the
doctrine, that the best thiag you cen give & msn s 2 kind
word and a chanee to work, shows dgomething ol the wlsdom
28 well ag the concern that the founder of Hethodlenm hed for
tue poore’® Inm providing esployment for the unlfortunates,
Hesley often bad to desl with Infarior workmen, but thay,
toay, had souls, end he felt, deserved & chance a2t saraling a
respectable living.

¢n Tharsday, ¥ay 7, 1741 ¥esley wrote in his Journsl
of 8 plan for esployment fop the poor women wiw needed Work.
The type of smplognent o be glven was knittinz. The regu-
ler pries was bto be paid. If anyone really needed more bthan
ths normal wages in order to get along, more was to be
sdded later. Tweslve people were asrointed to be wvhal we
would oxll %oday soeial workers, They were fo vialf the
hoves of the ladies ssployed, determine thelr needs, sad
tey e give then encoaragemsnt, Then on Tussday evening,
the twelve were Lo mest together and give an ascount of
what Shey ued dome, snd discuss what ceuld be done farther, ®

i8 'Thomss Corter, Joim Fes

: &3 s X ¥ Gatn .’u e bA a
A e R e e

i@ . Jomn ¥#eslay, i} 3%1 %&fw
mw& _,,:’ Hehemiah ﬂu;m;%. 1tor, i1, 454,
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Another sxample of his thought for the poor was his

sooperation with ths Stranger's Friend Scsleby. Ybile be
414 not inatitute this orgenigetion, he wes sctive in pro-~
woting 1t. I wvas first organized in Lomdon, iIn 1788, by
Br, John Gardner, & retired soldier, sholiy for the reliefl
of poor, sick, friendlesa strangers. Ths members subscribed
& penny a week for ths suffering poor, Lhe relisl wes to be
carried to the destitute strongers by Lhe various glvers
themselvoz, who were Lo read and prey with the afflicted
cnes, ius resiplonds were to be poor strvangers having an
parish nop friend thst could help them, Wesley clsimed this
orgenisation as one of the fruits of Kethodiam, 20 Forbaps,
one of the recsons why he approved of the woepk of this so-
cisty and elsimed a relstiomsiip with 1t was bDecause of the
ides thut 3t hed for teking the relief to the poor ilastesd
of sending 1t. He snid in bis Journsl some years before,

1 visited &z many 88 1 could . . » liow much bettew
is 1%, wvhan 1t cen be done, Lo curry relisl to the poor,
than to send 1tl and that both lor cur own saie and
theirs, Por thsirs, &2 it 1s 30 mueh more cumfortebls
to then, and a2 we mey then sssist them in zpiritusie
as wall 28 temporslis; and For cur own, az it iz far
mors apt to zofben oupy hesrt, and to make us msturally
care Por sach obher,23

It is moieworthy, slso, Lhwmt Uesley supporied faly

20 Ibid., VIII, 49,
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prices and a living wage. Ho one d1sliked mod sction any
more than he 4id, but in June of 1758 he wrote in his
Jourpal with cbvicus admiration,

ihe wob bhad been iz motion all the day. But their

business wes only with the fore-stallers of the market,
whio hed bought wp all the vorn far and near, to starve
ths poor, and load 3 Dutel siip, wihich luy ot the Quay;
but the mob brought 1t all out into the market, and
sold 1t for the sowners ab the comson priecs, 4nd this
they 414 withell the calmmess and ow fmazinabie,
and without striking or hurting any one,

This bigh-banded work appeared to Hp, Wealey sz & bit of

secnonic justios,

In bis Thoughts on the Fresent Scarsity of Frovi-
sions, Weslsy said thiat he Lelt thet war, bad barvests, high
prices, and genersl distress had given rise to eritical
problame, especially in regerd to Tood, After a grepnis
ploture of the unsmployad, starving people, who were iiving
o bones brought in by the dogs, the guestion was Lroughd
up in the tract sbout why conditions were as Lhey wers,
¥orley sald that people wers starving bhsosuss they were
unemployed. They wers uwnemploysd betause thelr employers
eould not affopd to employ them. The reagon the smployers
could not afford to hlre them was bessuss of the fall in
demand for goods, 4Shat, in turn, was due to ihs high price

22 Jonn Vesley, Journal, Ho, X, Jobn &egrg. ;%%tar,
The Works of the HReversnd Joun Es Y Bys Vols 111,
Taericen 3%'{ P Miﬁ [Bew Toras Je ooory and B ¥augh,

1831) pe 687,
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of staple foods, whish left Littls money for other purshases.
A1l of this lsd up to the gusstion as to why food was so
dmar, %he snswer was that food was searce because such
tremgnducns quantities were being conawsed In distiliing.
Distilling scocunted for the scarcity of wheast, but Wealsy
noted that oabs were also dear, This was seecunted fow
begkuse so weny petole wers intressiug thelir mumber of
hersee for the cosch and chelse, Fork, poultry and eggse
wery aise' expensives The resson %Yesley gave Tor this was
baat there had besn s monopolizing of farmse Lend was dear
besauze luxupious living requlired s grester income, whieh
was sscured by raising rents, which in turn opened the
doer te hLigher taxes, to helpy mseinteain the expense of
government, In supming up the situation, Wosley dsclared
that thae wiole public distrese wes due to three thiags:
distitlliing, luxury, snd taxes, De felt thel there was &
nebley Christisn snswer to the sconomic problems that faced
the pation at that time, bub he had 1ittle hope that the
glan that he had in mind would ever be put into action,
After presenting his plang in his own words, bhe asks, "Will
thiz ever be dons? I fear nobtey « » ket good cun we expect
for much a netion &u thls where thers iz no fear of Goar*s®

23 Jobn ¥Weslay, cited by Esihleen Halker HacAriiur,

e % mmu of '5'2 ..2%21 {Rew York: The Abingdon
a8,
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It was not Wesley's way to make agitotors. Hather
he fought for those whose condition needed improvemant,
at the swse time encouraging them to remain, if not content,
at lesst gulet and faodustrious, He was a lesder of the
poorg espscially the thrifty poor, He associated with
them, He almost ldentified himself with them, Liz exemple
waz one of spiritual triwsph and oontinued fellowehip with
the poors Dwrdng his loug erussde, bs never clalmed any
speeial yirtus for poverty, In faet he had much to sey
shout the valae of woney 1f 1t wore properly used, In faeb,
woRey was 80 nesesssry in that day, as in this, tnst, im
1748, deasley sstablished a2 fund thet he called “Londing
Stook®, It was beguo by & litile ecllection that he took
among ks fviends. Jibe amount was leas tham thirty pounds,
but it wes later mede up to Lifty pounds, Hith this lund,
e said that more thap two hundred {1fty people were relievod
in one years®® About a year and a balf later he wrote in
his Journsl that the rule regarding the "Lending Stook™
wee to lend only twenty shilllings at cue time, whisch wes to
be Pepaid within three months by weokly i‘ﬁstallmmthgs

Evidence of his stiitude towsrd mousy was soown in

24 Ope Cit., Johm Wesley, The » w ——
end Jobm Weaiey, ks Ke. Hohemlah Turnoel

25 Ibid., 320,




the menner in shich he used the fortuns that he received
from his publications.,. He guve moet of the profits to the
naedy, Bready says that Wesley never averaged spending as
mueh a8 twelve shillings a wesi upon himsell in any year of
his 1ife, He never wore any clothes but the chespest and
plainest, He always dined on the Wemblest fave. Lo the
snd he gave uls time, bhis talents, his wmoney, nis all, in
behelf of others,<s

Conosrnling the abundence of materisl that {lowed
from Tasley's pon and oul of his publiscation offices he
bad &t least two things in mind, One thing wes thet he
would pubiish artieles 80 that the poor eould oblain thenm
eut of thelr mesgre insome,. In the prefmce of his Explana-
tory Botes Upon the 0)ld Testsment, published im 1765, the
inte Felilow of Lincoln College wrote ithat cne resson why
be had put this work on the market wes because Ep. Hsnry's
Ezxposition was tos expensive for the ccmmon man to pareblm'm

Bedb quotes Wesley as baving seld in the Arminisn
Hare y 1n answer to oprogition raised sgsinst him beouusze

of uis sermon, "Ths Use of Money™t:

26 d« FBssley Bready, Znglands i L A
Sesley (Londont Hodder end Stoughton L%,%

27 Jobm Wesliey, id af Verl Jeolm
s gl R il R N Ey
By mmsh, 1831) pp. 5&‘:, 5&5.

Pe 253,
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Two and forty years agoe, baving a deaire te furnish
posr peopls with cheaper, shortsr, end plainer bocks
than any 1 had seen, & wrote many small tracts, gener-
ally & penny a‘p»pum; and afterwards seversl 1arger.
3ome of these had such a sale as I never thought of;
and by thie mesns I wnavares becsme rieh, But I never
desired or endeavoured after it. 4nd now that It 4= come
eron B Uneweres; 1 lay up no trenBures upon eartih: 1
lay up nothing at all. ¥y desirées, und endeavour in
tnis respest 1a, to "wind my bottom round ths yesp®,. BB
Thig briags us to th® sesond value for shloh Fesley's pub-
lisationg ghould be ecredited, Ihe profits wers used to
kelns the poor., O his astinstsd four mmdred fordy-cne
pabiieskions, it is said thot he geve sway & me of 300,000,
wihlle he limited himself to one hundred ifty dollars & yesr.
fart aft%mmymt for fres food Tor the hangry in time
of salazity, pert of 4t %o give eauployment for the poor,
and the rest of it Tor varicus othey bensvolent mmu%
Bo jeslous wes Vesley of the profit from the sale of booka
fopr nse in conmeotion with the poor that hw reprivanded &
pblizner who bad either nisundsrstood or taken advantage
of him regurding the reprinting of some of his hymns., B
wrote in the prefsce to A Pocket Hymn Hook, for the Use of

Chpistiens ef all Dencrinations,

28 dobm ¥esley, Arminie {l’?ol} I. ‘H-‘?ﬁ,
{iondon: The Gpworth Presas, 1550) 9.‘51‘5.;

28 Willlem F, Hpleraoti, *Ma@ﬁﬂei&g Jobn desiey-~
He Carried s Netion in His 3addle HSegs,” m msti%
!@veﬁata, 124140 {Cotober 6, 1349) po. 3y &
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Does not svery one, uniess he ashulte his eyes, nes,
thet every sbilling he gewins by 1t he takes out of my
pockat? yet not so properly out of mine, ay out ol the
pockets of the poor preachers? FPor I lsy up nothlng:
m_z lay out nc mors upon myself than 1 did forty 3&@:
8207 = « » UL whal I recsive 1¢ for the poor . » « »
One might zey that It waz comperatively sasy Do
Wesley to glve his surplus profits from the zsle of pube
listied maeterial to the poor, Lasesuse he hAsd &ll that he
setually nsaded witbout it, ¥hiles thet may be trus, yei
there ore instances recorded where the former Oxford den
»ed glven 21l Shat he had to give, end, sselng one In
need, gave even mors. In the book, Jobn Zasley, the Mablo-
dist, Joln Pleteher Hurst has writtsn of s ease in the life
of Fesley that & poor young isdy cems iato Zile pressnce who
was In s state of great destitution, Wesley cbssrved that
she was mungry tund 1il~clothed, He put his band into his
potket to find some money; bat his pochet was enply. How-
aver, tbere were pieclursa hangling on the wells of his room,
in saold them and gave to ths lady beesuse the pletures seazmed
%o accuse him, "¥ill thy mazier say, *wFell done, good and
Faithful stewordy' Thou hest adorned thy walls »ith the
monsy whish might hsve scrsened this poor creaturs from

30 Qp. Cit., Jolm Wesley,"List of Fostieal Jorke."

Jobn Zmory, editor, Zhe Works of the Reverend John Wesiegs
h :%t’ ?11[ 56&,
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the coldi"dl

Wealey was concerned about the poor, ast merely
because thelir bodles needed attention, but becauvss he was
intorested in them.-g¢ Interested thet, besides his dutalled
orgenisstions and his pnilanthropic benefsections on thsir
babhall, he spent a gresat deal of time celling on the poor
and doing personazl work with them, In one instance it ls
rescrded thut bDe sccidentally came upol s pooP woman &
Cherd, who wss "samnestly longing for redomptiom.” He
took time to deal with her then and there,”® The next day
he preached e the poor in an open plescs during & stors
of il and ruin. Thay listensed with sinserity. He preached
to theam again later in the day, Afber the second servies,
many of tiex followed him to his room where he spent anotheyr
bour in helping them to meet thelr spiritual needs,®d

in Februsryy, 1763, Sesley used these words to des-
zribe his visitation with the poor, “0On Fridey snd Saturday
1 vizited as many mere as I sould, 1 found some in thelr
cells underground; others in tnelr garrets, hsli-starved

31 Joilm ¥easley, elted by Joknm Fletcher Hurst, Job
%slg, the Methodist (Wew York: Zaton and Hains, 1903
Fhe * ‘ﬁ;

38 Ops Cit., Jon Yesley, Journsl, Bo. VI. Jdomn
Ymoryz, #ilbor, Tae Yorks sf the Heve { ‘
ill, 31l. ke

33 Loe. 0i%.




both with cold and nunger,"54

On snother ctoasion, ¥esley visited an old friend
after s sepmsvation of siztsen yesys, bacause be had heepd
that the friend had come to the place where he was & deggay
and forsaken by alli Uesley sald that he went to see him
in ordep that he might offer the poor man “any service
within my power,*3%

Geoagionally, the founder of Esthodlem visited the
“poor house” to minilster to the needs of the inmates both
porsonally snd by neans of presshing the ﬁaﬁﬁ“

&t Grlashy, Wesley desit with the inbabitanta of
that ¥illegs a2 he wmould bave ministered to any congrege~
tien, yeat, the pecsle who lived there ware deetitute, helfl-
starved, and without & trade, Ha presented the message of
salvetion to Lhem, and the whole town, with the excepiion
of six Tsailien, found that 4% was “the power of God unto
selvetion,*57

Evidencs bas besn presented &8s to how John Hesley

Ibid., Ho. IX, p. 546,
ibid., Fos X, Do 584.
Abidey pe B33
87 Iunid., Noe XIV, Vol. IV, pp. 287, 228; for
other references Lhat mantion Wealey's visitatlon with the

poor see, Ibid,, ¥o, XV, p. 361; o, XVIII, p, 488, 487;
Fas XX, p.‘%

gi‘.‘:&
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dealt with the poors The econoric conditicns of the times
certalinly plasyed s part in sheping his attitude toweard the
poory a8 d1d the precarious livelineowod of his early jears.
Somehow, olroumstancos had brought his to the place whers
he bad emphathy with the poor, Fe had that necessary
ability of a true pastopr, te emphatbhize with hies perish-
oners, He did not merely fesl acrry "for them®; he felt
*with thme®. Out of his baokground he bad not only learned
something of the physicel preblems thet presented then-
soives to the poor in mulititudinous manners, but he also
had gome to ¥now something of the numercus psyehologissl
problems thst faced thess peoyle in their cheracter and in
thalr morsle., Vnderstanding the problems of the poor as,
perbars, no other man of his gensration, John Yesley 4ié
vzt he eould to eare for ihalr bLodies. fa ceiled on his
Pellow men %o hely them in this task, At ths sowme time, he
esrad for the souls of Lhese unfortunates, reallizing the
truth of the words of the Hester, "den shell ast iive by
bread slone,” No called on Ood for their spiritual help,
Han, srested in tha Inage of VYod, body and soul, reseived
consideration fyen the founder of Zethodisem, both thurough
iz grour ministyy snd oo the personal level.



CBAFPER IV
Hi% PASTOHAL CABE OF TOE SICK

The care of the sick took & large pert of Joim
Wasley's time, There were grest mubers of siek people st
il seasons of the year in his day, Beny of the 111 were
afflicteld becoune of the financlel hardships which they
fasced. Othsrs were siek bsesusze of thelr own fgnorance, It
is the purpose of this chapler to ses what Tealey's attitude
w8y toward the slok and how he cered for them, irrsspective
of the cause of tusir ailment,

Very little sscondary material 1s used in this chap-
ter. The chlef sourscs of informstion bas been recelived
through the numerous referencss that Hp, Weslsy has msde
to the siek in bis Jourmsls, Zermons, Lebtters, snd variocus
other writings which are ecupiled in John Smopryts 1831
editlion of gﬁc&hy'l Horks. The founder of Hethodimm was
& firm believar Iin the Jeripitures. Yo ezceptlon was taken
te the words of the ¥ester found in Betthew XIV, 36, "I
was sick end ye visited me,*

In the study of Wezlay's cazre of the slek, considera~
tion 48 Pirst civen to the baekground thst Fformed his
attitude towerd nis paetorzl csre of the sick, which is
felliowed by 8 4lscuspion of his sstusl minlstry to the sick,
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I. BACKGROUED OF YESLEY'S ATTITUDE TOWARD LIS PASTOBAL

CARE OF THE SICK

It is necessary to bave an idea of Lhe general condi-
tions of the time, regarding health, sickness, snd the
treatwment of the aick, Bready relates that the sconomie
procedure in practlee in the tine of John Weeley left no
gualms of consclence for the employers whose woriasen carried
out their duties in the sweat-ghops of cellars and abiica,
or in the dark, denyp depths of tbe mines, It did not bother
them that, besause of unfavorable working conditions, ithe
bodies of the men, women, znd children, whom they had om-
ployed, were wery often reduced Lo %the resemblance of wolking
glkaletons, ¥hem they were no longer a scurce of gain to the
employer, 1t 4id not trouble hiz soul to cast them sgldee
marl then on the scrape~heoap 80 to speahks He could turyn to
the long list of wmeamloyed for snother set of workmen from
whor he could galn more woalth ab the price of thelr healtn.t

Besides heving unfavorable condliions for healib,
thoge vho vere uniortunabe enough to haove thelr bodles
overcome by sickness dld not Liuve wmch of & chance fow

recoverys Joim T. dcleill's work ia A Elsiory of the Cure

1 J wesley Bready, I and: Before and Alter ¥esley
(London: Stodder and stmﬁt%ﬁamjsﬁ, 65,




of Souls, ewphasizes that there vas 8 lack of coupetent
medical care,?

¥any trusted in home remedics, both as preventive
messures againat disecase and as curative moasures., Wwesley
tollg that tha mother of Richard Eutehinson out her four-
yoar-old son's haly off to keep him from getting the szall-
POx, L1t¥le Hichard got the dresded diseese, and within
ten days, v was m&gs

Thase remedies seem crude to us, Wesley, himaslf,
bad o few ldoas concerming health that secr vather strangs
t® us today. e wrote to the Reverend Valter Sellen, cne
of bis peoschers, in Decenber of 1769 sdvising him that
Af he would heat his milu, but not boll it, that he would
oot have stomaeh twoudle.¥ Ancther remedy which seems rather
insufTicient to us now, thoush, psrhaps, Balpful in sonme
CR8e3, was the lemornade curs for ;tmef; and intestinsl
sisimasses, In a letter to Swmrmuel Bardzley during the summer
of 1779, Beslsy wrote, "Lemcnade will cure any disordsr of

e e S SR 0 of e
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3 The Bpmorth Pream, 1938) ppe 474, 475.
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ths bowels (whether 1% be with or withoul purping) in e dsy
or twe, S

The remedlice mentioned thus far vers not tdeguate
for puysical allments with which the sufferers found them-
selves confromted, but &t lesst, these measures 414 not
do any positive herm, that 1g, no mere harm than not haviag
tried any rensfy ab all,. Sut there sere sc-called cures
that id gsetunl physieal hars to the body. FPeople often
went to the apotbecaries for treatmest, & sasples of their
medical care is evidenced by the mamer in whioh severe
headsches vore scmetlimes breated, Blister was the remedy
that I refer to. It we? ssldom helpful but, meny timas,
ham*:ﬁl* . Blahop Peeson had g lange bliszter applisd %o ﬁia
hesd By en apotiscary tc cuwre the pein im his hesd, Fithin
an hour he begen to ery out, "Uh ny head, my headi” fnd
Wesley w»rote in one of his lotiers that he "was a fool
ever after to the day of his desth.™d

Heme curss wepre many bul eradce., Patent modicinas
were plentiful Wt many tlmesz haymful. Poysliclans were
searce, expensives, and sometimes wore hasmful than helpful.
Bleeding wvan & compon practice for different afflistions,

5 Ibid., VI, 347.
& Ibldes III, 134, 168,
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It wos the suggested troatment by physiclans for many all-
ments, Fesley mentlonz Dp, Tlassot's fondness of bleeding
for "the most trifling occmsicns® slomg with the prescrip-
tion of "vory fraquent repstitions” of 1t, Une of the in-
firmitise for whieh blesding was recomnsnded sas :;::Lwrisyg?
¥hile this was the prescrizticn of some of the physiecians
of the day, not everyome vez quite sure thal Lt waa tiae
snswer to thelr vepions allments, Concerning plewrisy,
%esley hme written of galling on a frisnd who had all the
#m@éﬁﬁw e adviged him to try o particular remedy, which
the patient fuound made him “perPostly well” witivdn a "fow
bours,.” And for that pemson, Wesley aske, "Sow to what cud
should tid: patient lwmve tsken & hesp of drugs and lost
twenty ounces of bleood? To wiwt end?*®  Za answers his
own guestiont "Bhy to obligs the dector nnd spothecary,
enoughl Resson goodi™®

onn day, fiftesn years after kKr, Wesley had returned

¥ Jobm ﬁ*aeslay b,_gw af Vgg §

Hith M«ct 0 Hesltize i HHEOYTy & .
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-8 X i&“ Pe 1883 for sther veferencos sonteruing
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Lrom servics as & migcionary to the In?lans in Oeorzis, he
wrote in Ads Jourual thoet he hed been viziting the siek.
He bad besn sxtrewely =zcved that day by the scenes whigh
he nsd viewed--s8s much se thet he could not dub compars the
conditions regardlng the Indians, Ther2 ware no such stsnes
to be fannﬁ in "a psgen countyy,” The Indlans in Seorgls
were seldom esick until they learmed gluttony and drunksuneoss
fros the so-cslled Thristlang who eone So Ameries fres tha
¢ivilised world, Whensver one of the Tndians 41d becoume
siek, those thet were near hilm healped him end geve hin
shebever e nseded, Such was net the esre in Znglend whers
¥aglay bad vislted thet day. At any rais, sfter the day wes
cver, he sxelalmed, "Uh, who will convart the English inte
honest heothens?"iC

Fros: the wmaterial that basg beepn presanted thuvs far
congerning the sielk, 1t is evident thet conditions wmerwe
bad regerding preventive meesurss £nd the care of the cves
that were affilcted. In order to have a tpus perspsctive
ol whet was in the background of Yesleytz attituds toward
the sare of tis sick, in addition to the feotz theat have
siresdy been montliened, en lrwestigation of uis own heslih

% dotp B .%; 3,,,. ‘Sehemiah %ummﬁ., &Eizar ?,,,

T
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is necessery. The term fhealth” proporly imeludes boid the
esctlonal apd physical as.cols of & personts lifes, Oaly
tire things in thls realm thialt sppesr to Levs allfocted his
attitude most toward the csre of tihe aick ars presonted
hers,

Regarding the esoblcaal healih of tae foundsy of
Hethodlem, belers the saperiencs st Aldersgaie, be had a
tendeney Lo be drawn in two difTerent ways abt tue saue
time. Zvidenes of this ambivalense wnu shown Uy ils ob-
eélinste pefuszal to sceept his father's perish ot Spworth
By eeiting to the aglng Besley Shat Jod wanted him at
Oxford for Hls glovry, and that Oxford wsas the place whers
he eauld do the most for God, and within 4 fes moaths he
left Oxford for imerics as a misalonary to the Indlans, )
In wpiting to hls bLrothar, Samuel, the Oxford don sxpreased
something of the same Peeling segerding his staying ut the
univernity, HNe said, ®Fow, that I ecan as 3 slovgyusn
better serve God med His Chureh ia wmy present station
[0xford] I hevs 21l reascnsble evidenses" ? 1 fow montbs
afber young Jobn bad written to his father and his brother

Git., John Sesley, Too Le
. u,. 1, 1871 I st 4=l
; 'i’o-%l?‘p

A Ope
%’%F‘ ;Do —175.

12 Ibid., p. 1B8.
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Bo cortainly that God wanted hix to sori Jor lis glery at
Oxford, In Linesln College, he had .:2ds8 srpsngements with
General Oglethorye te o with him to Amerlca as & missiooary
te the Indizns in Genrgla., Fg wrote to ir, John Hurtea tiwmt
hie hei asetead ascoriing to Godls will 3u his decision to go
to Americs. 1S

In view of the Ozford missionary's experisnces in
Amepica and his weturn to England, virtually ss a fallure,
1t oey be Joubtad that ¥y, Veslsy followed ths lesding of
ths Holy Spirit in rogerd to nis decistons, It looka,
rather, 68 thoush he wea impotucuns snd amblivelent in his
desistona at this perbiculsr time In his 1ife bofore his
Alderagrtes superiense, Be latar recordsed im the Journal
that bs wes unsteble and thwt vhile he was at Sevannah
he m*!'%;asm the sir." % These experisnces wore a pard
of the baekground thet Fesley had Stouard thoss whe were
aiok, especislly thone wiw wers unstable Ln thelr llves snd
siek in thelr emoticnn, Fe could understand thelr piight
bagauss he had ones suffered as they were sulfaring,

Cenosrning shyaicsl slakness, the Pather of Helnhed-

i3 m‘ P lﬁﬁ.
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487 was ot without 2 te-te of the hardsnips that sometizes
e becauss of the Infirmities of the body. Both Ep.
#esley and his vife had sxperiences of this natars. It ia
recurdad that he started a lstber to Sasmsel Wallker in the
fall af Y755, that he 314 not get to finishk for cthros weaks
becauss of the serious illmess of his wife.2® on ancther
ecossion, he had resched Bristol arcund midnfizit on Satur-
day., On Sunday he heard thet his wife was dangerously 111,
He lof% for the Poundery tmsedistely and reschsd his destina-
tion about ong ofclock the next mowalng. Hoen he got there,
he feund that hie wife'’s fever hud broken and that hew
dangoer wus paet, Thorefore, afteyr staying witk his #ife for
one kony, he sst out epgedn fep Briatol, He nesded to be
there bedauss the Confessncs bad besn schedaled to stard
thet week., After hiz two hundred twenty-sight mils jourmey
by shalige to zews his sick mate, he returned ieo nis work
without :-Mﬂb.m The ceeasions of irs., sssisy’s eickanesses
gave her hushesnd a soncept of the stresses that Infiraities
produced for Mes fellow wmen when some of their fanilies
wore 411,

25 Opa Clbes Jolm Wesley, Lettors of ihe dever-
84 Jom Wesles, As Hes 1II, toe, R
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Nr. Pesley, himself, was oo the eslck 1lst st times.
On July 89, 1753, hs was go sliek thet he bhed to get sonsone
eige to preach in his plase, Xs had o centinual headache,
violent vemitings end crumps in his feet, lege, and
emm” After 3 day or 3¢ he trisd to teke up bis work
agaln, but wss not able to carry on., He was confined to bed
altogether until Priday, when he wrots in the Journal, "I
pogin te recover my strength, so thet I oould 21t up near
two bours tegether,*:8

Through these ezperiences, “osiey came to know the
feaiings of dependence thet a 3ilck person has towerd those
whe cared for them. His wife cared for him during the
ilinssa Just menticned. Even though Hr, and kre. Vealey
aed 4ifferences of opinion on certain things, end were not
heppy together, Joha never forgot Lthe care that his wile
gave Bim during this time of convalesoenece. is wrote to
hey fiftosn years laster when shs was 11l, szpressing the
fact that he sti1ll remesbered how she had cared for him ab
Bewlyn, and that she was the chisf instrument in pestoring
nie strength at thet time. ? Through tuls sickuness, he

17 1bide, I¥, 7T
18 Ibid.; pe 6.

%», J@m m?my, % Letters of the
Ay Hese ¥y 108,
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also cosme to know the Teslinge of restlessness that people
poasesns whan they are ills ¥He went beck to hisz regulsy
work and preschiing before he was fully vecovered.20 otner
pecople that he sszme in contact with had the some desire to
get baek to work se soon as pomsible, and becauss of hils
own sxperisnces, thw fommey Oxford don understend thels
feslings.

Bvidence of hla desire to kesp golng sven though
he wa3 not abie, wis showy ageln in Ontober of the sane
yeor, EHa found bimeelf ocut of order on Ssturday. On
Zundsy he was considerably worse, bub instesd of iaking off
time for resovery, he sould not think of spsring himself
ot thet dmy.2l The next few veeks were s time of bis strugg~
ling Yo keep golng ewen though he knew that he was not
able, Finelily he came to ths pless whers hs could go no
farther, He Lhought that he wes golng to dis. e was 2o
sure of 1t tnet on Nuvember BS, bhe even wrobts kis own
epitarh, B8 Tnis experience of uncertainty as to whather he
should live or aoct, bad sn influsnoe on his later pastopsl

«y John Eeslays Zhe ] éﬁ%%ﬁ
% '

amm‘s’? Bye Eshemlan i nont,
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¢are of the sick, It gave him the knowledge of uhat is in
& alek porson's mind es be faces the preapect of lsaving
this world behind, of finlshing up business here forever,
and vonturding iato the srest beyond, Afber this sxperisnce
he could uwnderastend the feelings and the iasseurity of the
slek,

Very iitile was recorded im the Journsl during the
next six monthe,. The time was spent in recovVery--but
more than that--Jobn Besley was learning how bard 1t was
for a sick person te be patient and content with bis lot
until his health be restored, He also learned the power of
prayer Tor the sick, £His brother Charles preszchad at the
Poundery on the power of prayer, and declared that 4if the
life of the “"opand plucked out of the burniag™ were spared
thst 1t would be Lo snswer to the preyer of faitn, 53

There Iz one other thisg that influsnced John Wesley
in ids atiltudes toward the care of the sliek, Ii was Richard
Baxter's book, Gilelss Selvimnus, the Reforme
treatment of wisltation of the sick was marksd by pastorsl
wigdom and humsn sympathy, so that, according to Jokm T,

ﬁ _%?j' e The A5, 404 Tings of fhe Syrerend

9' 175,
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Eelelll, it affected Besley's view of the pastortes task,®

i1, ACTUAL RIRICTRY TU THE SICK

Having considered the _ i of Wesley's attitude
toward the care of the sielk, consideretion should be glven
as to how he actuslly deslt with the pabients, His first
visit So the alel wag with Eepgen, s feollow member of the
"Boly Olub®, The "poor woman™ thet they visited tegoether
tuet late mamser day in 1750, wes not enly poer; she was
slso siok.25 Wesley did not put mush in the Jjournsl sbout
visiting the sick until after be returned from his nmissionary
t¥ips  In & couple of instances where he did deal with ths
sick duping bls time abroad, he placed strong emphasis on
tive sacraments, Hhile on the (plp to America, hw admints-
tered Holy Cemmunien to 8 lady who was se siek th&t gveryone
on beoard the ahip Shought thei she wes golng to die belore
they »resched 1end.?® The other occsalon was when he bap~
tized sn oleven-dey-old child that was slok.27

24 Ops Cike, Jobn T, Helleill, pp. 366, 267,
" Jelm ﬁ&slﬁ:, Thw Lettors of the Hever-
oad Jdohm ¥ .ﬁ&e B

Eas I,
28 Jam ﬁn&w, Jousnal Eﬁn.. k 2@3& Emory, editop,
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#eozley 414 not record whether the sscraments were given in
these cases fop the sake of vestoring health, but he aid
put down the faet that simost Immediately they begsn %o
recupsrate, 6

Fesley belleved in Divine healing, but it wes not e
pasaive Divine intepvention thet he believed inm., He felb
that the siok should do everything within thelr sower %o
brisg about reacovery, and along with doinmg whet they sould,
c2ll upon the Ged who wade their bodiss und knew all about
them, 3Iin Ussley's mind, 1t waes man's rebslliion sgainst Uod
that Broughé weakness, pain and ammia wpon the sarkhe
in the preface of Irimitive fhysic he zafd thet the heevens,
the earth, and all things contained therein shed ummhole«
some Influences upon menkind, "Phe alr itsslf that sur-
svounds ua on avary side s preplots with the shafts of éiantk;
e « " wers nis own words in Tegard to the matter,®® All of
this was so thael the Lerd enuld sscure the sxesution of his
dotree, "Dust thou ard, sad unte dust »helt thou return,”
dowgwer, Wosley fslt that Sod hed glven somethlng to soften

28 For other references cencwning Sacrasents sdmine
iztared $o the gick ses, I¥id., ¥o. JIl, pe 185; Hoy IV,
P 1755 Ho, IX, pu 572, Bos A1k Vol. IV, pe 228,
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the svils of 1ife and prevent part of the sicknesp end pain
to waich we are exposed. Hooba, herde, and drugs, combined
with exerciss and temperence, vere God-given,

ile falt that medicine and peligion went band~fn-

band, iHe wrote in Primitivs Fhysis,
. _The love of God as 1t iz the sovereign remsdy for
411 miseriss, 50, in particulap, 1t sffeetuslly ;oe~
vents ail bedily discrdsrs the passions introduce by
kesping L passions themaelves within due bounds.
And by the unspeakabls foy snd perfest calm it gives
the niad it decomes the most powerfui of all means of
bealth and leng 1ifey 0
Sometines, healing from sbove was the snly thing
that would avell, He wrole in the Jourgal of s woman whenm
hor relatives thought was "beaide hewself.” Thsy had
placed bher under a physiclen's care, but abs had not de-
come any bettare In a praysr meeting with S$he humenitarian
Veslay ax the leadar, shes found relesse from her Syoublen,
The comment that Ge recorded im his Journsl wam,; "« o o
ths Orest Physiclen glone knev how %o heel her sicknean, *ob
Sacther instenee of where Mvine hsaling alone was

the answer ia the case of fun Osleuvky 3She had bean speenh-

30 Jol;m Wesley, Friaitive i ~ elted by Abranm
Lipsky, Jebm ¥ s & Bort o Bt
Sebuster, e éz, s
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lese forr & long time,. One day wihsn bhe fopmer Oxford don
eglled on ner, they had a pragyer meeting, 4lmost as soon
as they bsgen to pray, God vrestursd ber specch, I expescted
to see her no notes OO0t from thet hoor the fever left harg
and 3u a fow days zhe aroas and walked, glorifying M,”&
A map sbout thwes miles from Tyrrel’s fasa 2lso wes restored
to "pspfeet healith® thwough prayer shen he was at the point
of deatt.S% Prayer, likewiss, was snswered in behalf of &
young 3&&; whoy 1% wes Swered, was et the polot of death im
giving birth to a childs®® In a letter to Usvothy Purly,
Eosley wrote thet sbhe sbould use the weter a4t the ok Welle
es ofken ax possible az & curative messure for her allment,
Eewever, he said thet 1t might bs that God would mol suller
her to he rxealed by “outward wedicines,® because "It may
ba Zs 1o detersined Lo heve all the ziory of iils omn
work, "5 Prem these referenves it 1z evident that Divine
hesliing was & resource that Wesley dupeanded upen, He de-
lisved in the powsr of prayer for the sick, He presticed
preyer as & means of pastorsl esre with the infimmed.

32 Ibldes Roe Vy pe 247,
&3 Mag BEoe A5 Pa &80,
34 Mﬁ; Bow £I%, Yols I¥ Ds 288,

35 Or. Git., Jotm Gesley, The Letters of the Hevep-
8 Jon Begter, Ko Kae IV, 85,




Resley had sowebthing to say about fupctional afl-
meuts, A wonan oame to him who had boen trested by
physisians for 2 conatant psln in her stomach, The doo-
tora did act znow whet caused the troubdble, They had tried
every 4drug they knew Lo glve her relisf, hut to z=o avall,
Wsslsy sald thot her treuble was that she was fretilng
ovar the death of her acn and that medisines would not hely
har ag leng 2o the Lretilag contimued, It displsased
dexley that dostors would net Pecognize such czses and eall
far e pinlistar to assist. He wrote,

¥y then 4o aolt ail phyaielans consider Low Bodlly

Ghows cases ¥hich ars wbEeriy odt of their sphkre sall.
AL A SR
aseistance of & physieian?

Hs often dealt with sazes of mental sickness, Un
Deganber Jy 1738 he wrots in the Jeupnal of an experionce
with & lady whe was "vexed with unclesn spirits.® 5ha uas
raving nad, sereaming, and tormenting herself eontinually.
¥hen e spokes o her sbe, lwmedistely, calmed dewn, Ee
told bey, “Jesus of Hamaresth is abdle and willing to deliver

you,*37

35 0p, Cit., Johm Hesley, Journsl
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The Lord 414 deliver her from her sffiiction.

There wore dopressed pecple in that day--pecple 30
depreased that {hey were resdy to comit zuleids, VUne
instanes of thiz was & woman on the way te thros hersslf
into the Sew Alver Yo end it all, ¢n the way she paszed
the Foundery. Gbe heard the singing, stopped, and finslly
wont in. Fhile she was there, her heard was shanged by
the Lopd g0 thet she hed a purpsss in life grsat soough
to make her want to live the rest of har days wibhout
ancther attempt to take her 11fe.”® Later, Hesley talked
with anotner lady in deep distress, She had Desn repre-
sented to him &8 one in despalr beomuse of her religlong
but he scon found that hep Lroubls had nothing to do with
relligion, HNevertheless, he attompted to deal with her and
pray for her,2? |

_Another type of Illness that he dealt with whieh,
in some casesf, may have been funstionail was the pevelyile.,
Along with the pegnlar pastoral care that he would bhave
given any sick person, Yesley rec mmended that the pera-
iytie use eleciirical trsatments, Whether it was the
sleetrictiy thet did the work or sometidng slss, 1t is not

35 1bid., Ne. VII, ¥ol. III, p. 40B; for another
rafersnve reparding suleidsls ses, Ibid,, ps. 400,

36 Ibié” EN i, Pe @{}7.




bnown.  Sowever, such patlents 4id gob welll.®Y

in some ¢unses, &fflictione st were due Ly mentsl
end gplritusl coufllsts in the lives of peosle were dealt
with solely by dr. ¥esley, In otber cases, tiw patisnts
were relerred to piysiclens for wedlionl treatment aleng
with the pestorel cars that he could give. lu January of
1778, he cume seross g young woman in the most terrible
fits that e had ever sevn. She wasz scaresly oud of one
£it watdd ahe fell into tnother. It seomed thet ahe would
soon loes ber venmon, if net ner 1ife, & physicisn was sent
for,. #Hiz trestzment was 20 sffestive tiwt afler 16 wan uver,
Bezley wrots In his Journel, ". . « Irs ﬁilm, in one o
two diy's bime, restorsd her Lo perfest health,"dt

#pos the instsnces referred to abown, it can be sesn
thst Wesley met with peopls suifering affliction boegsuse
of montal amd spirituel eogulsh, Hany tines bhe dealdl with
tie spforers withoudt ealling Ter o physiciss o halyp,

48 _____%,' Boe Iiy pe 545
43 Ibides Bos IVIII, ps 5013 for cther velarences
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Other times he fplt that a medical dooctor was needed,
Bhenever this was the case, it was not merely & referral.
4s a pastor, he felt it his reaponsibility to miniaster to
the afflieted ocnes in the spiritual vealm whille the doetor
adninistered his medicines and drugs, vhen the treatment
was over Lind the patient was well, without a sign of pro-
fessional Jealouay, he gave orsdit to the physicisn for the
progress that the doetor had made with the patient,

Eesntal and spiritual trouble was not the only king
of slekness that ftinersnt prescher mat with, ZThare
were physical ailmontz beyond mentionm. On %ednesnday,
September 10, 1740, he visited one 111 with amall pox.
The next day he visited a woman and two children that wmere
#11 so slek thet thay were confiaed o bed.*2 Muech of nts
time war taken in visiting the sick. At times he would
spend & whole aftsrnoon calling on the afflicted.4d one
Good Friday be btook time off frox his preaching te sall on
& aiok person for an houre $% One Sunday he took an nour out
of his busy sehedule to vislt with Eary Cheesebrool:, who

42 Ope Glt., Jobm Sesley, Journsl 353”1?. John
Enory, editor, Ihs ¥orks of the Reveresd John Hesley, As ..
I13, 194,

43 JIbid., p. 211,

44 xhién’ Hoe QII’ Pe 24%,
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was 111,45 on encther cceasion he spent the sfternocn with
Colonal Zerry, who was sick.?® Another time he made s
speelal ¥rip to call on 5i» Thomes I'snson when he was
arfileted, 7

Eot only did he bring spiritusl care L¢ thoss whose
ninds were afflietsd, he also cared for thelr bodies, Hia
beoky Irimitive Fhysie, was writbten wilh ths view in mind
of helping the poor people who could net afford a doctor
wien they were slek, or if they could afford to heve a
deetor, hagpensd to bs sislortunsie anongh o pick one who
wasd oither Lignorant of certalsm cures or umethleal in his
gractise 30 thet the patient suffered an sxtended illness
while the physielan filled his posckets with money at the
expense of the infirmed.®®

He ens st congerned sbout the physisal health of
the people liviesg in the compunity arcund the Foundery that
on December &, 1746, he began to distribute free medicine

45 Ibide, Ho. VII, p. 403,

45 Mg P ﬁ%ﬁa

47 Ibid.s Hos XIII, Vola IV, pu 167; for other
refarengss ragarding his vieiting the slek ses, Ibid,.,

ice AIY, pe REG; Fo. ZVI, pe 3603 p. %515 p. 381 EVIL,
Pe L1804

48 Dp. Clkes, Jom ¥eeley, i P Pyyeic,” Fro-
fave.” ‘Jotn usty,editer, The Nerh of 1hs Deveresd Zem

Bosley, Ay Bay Dpe 503-591.




te the poor, There were thirty the firgt day he started
1t snd in three weeks about three hundred., %his medlesl
dispansary wes mainteined several years, and many who bad
keen 111 for months and years were restored to perfent
nealth, 39

From the reforences Inet mentioned, it is plain to
sse that Hp, Gesley apared himself no pains in his aindstey
te the sick. He wes voady at any gnd all times to wiait
pevsenally the infirmed, %hile ha dld write lotisrs te
the siek, e felt 1t his dabty o esll on them in persen if
at all possible.

He not only visited the zick himselfi s slso en~
eouraged others to do sce o thought 1t sc important that
Cheistiens visit the sick that he prepared and delivered
a sermon, "On Visiting the 3lok.” In this sermon hw
saphasized the fset that 1t wes the duty of thwss wio were
wall to visit the alek, whether they weve slek in body or
mind, whether they were Chelstians ar not., He suld that 13
wez better to go in person than to send relisfl, He Lol
that &t kelped bBoth the vialtor end the one vhom he visited,

it,, John Wesley, The Le £ the Hever-
pi; ,H?él‘ ’§ Bes IV, Qﬂ,‘mg I-"l '3%9%?3
"
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In regard &s to what was to be done winile making the siek-
a8ll, he gavs no s#t rule to Pfollow exsept that the visiter
should reslize that in his swn sbrengih hs wes net suffi-
cispt for ibs tesk. He needed to mall on the Fathey for
strengbi,  Then he conld do any task willingly thet needed
to Ys dome and not leave the patfent without a prever teo
Ged on nis benair,®

Ea wez especially concerned sbout those whio were
eritlically 111, Hany times ne yeporded that he bed visited
zrze glek perzon whe had wested sway until he wes sbaring
into tho grave shd eternilys Jomstimes It wap & poveon
with conmmption, as im the case of v, ?‘mﬂiax,% ar the
neighbor whe sent for him to come te hwer bedalide one
wicter night in the year of 1754.5% incther time it was
& lady whose 1ife was nesyly burned sut with a nigh faml;“
again 1t wes a young man wiith an undlagnosed dlssase, On
other ocessions 1t was ol in the grip of desth, 0 far
gone thamt consclousness had seemed o dlsappear, but when

81 Jomm ¥esley, “Un Tisiting the Sick,” Sermon CILII,
38 OF %6 mai é%?q}., 11 {dew ?‘me 5, Hsugh
£ 3

Kol di
TEE LSS 3‘;_ T p

] tey Jobm Tesley %, Je‘fm
?gmw&g&ﬂ%: .,m%.@ o the *‘w ....;m‘z%... Boslegs Ay Hex
Is .

53 Ibide, pe 567
m"* Bo, IV. Pe 210,




Woxloy eame to the hedeide, there wasz cnewh of & rally
that the dying petfent could declere his faith in 204,58
4% other times it wae an elderly psrascn who wes slowly bub
garely desaying from 1ife unto desth, asz In the case of ome
that he referved to es Dr. Jomnsem,®® On still other
cecasions 1t vas ons of kis fallow-workers for Chyist, whom
ha gnstl;r longed to keep with him.-a selnt of Gody as In
08,7 St111 other times he visitea with
suoh ag Settly Feirbridge, 8 back-siider without hepe, until
ths ninlster helped to lead her 2o & plece of penitence and
faith in Goa,5®

the case of Bre Beys

Fhatever the ocecsion, Wesley was slways ready to
be on hand wvhen & soal was aboubt to slip from this world
and inko the great bayond, e considered It & sclemm dudy
to minister to the 4ying in wiwbtever manner he ceuld., He
wes sepacislly concerned about their spiritusl welfare
besause he fiwmaly belisved that when this llfe was over
thsre were no more spportunitiss to meke peace with God,

Evidenge bss been presented that shows tinmt Yesley
had & concern fer Shes sick, It made no differsnea to hia

Abidey Bow VIIl, pe 623; Boe Ay pe 800,
1bid., Bo, XX, Vols IV, p. 586,

ib8d., Hos EVIII, ps 481

Ibides How XFIy pe 361,

£ 88 ¢
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whwbhar the patient was rich or poor, whether be was s
Chrlalian up not, or whelhey he bhad n temporary sllnent or
& fatal melady., Jesley felt thai he and his follovers had
& pespossibility toward the infirmed, which pould be dis-
chargesd only in teems of servics. That service was to be
rendsred to body snd soul slike, When one things of him
laboriously preparing the work, Irimitive ¥uysic, one right
hav¥e a tendency Lo fael that the fether of Fethodism wae
ehiefly concerned about tha body, On the other hand, shen
a pergson thluke of him viszsiting & death-bed whove he 30
earnastly and passicnately seeks to lead the flesting soul
t2 fuith in God, 3% alght be 2:ld that he was nore concerned
sbout the splrifual then bs waz gbout the hody, Towever,
if & pevson Yiews withoul preindice, Yscleyts toital ministry
te the sick, the only contlusicn that hs can rsash 1s that
the Veterun of the Cross wag concerned sboub both the bedy
and the soals Sod had given both to man, and be felt thst
1% was his job, as & Gioristien minister, o do =hat he souid
to cars for then buoth, Hhy was he concerned about both the
body and the sewl? It was beomuse he, hiasell, at various
times, hed guffered sffiietions until he bad come to know
by experience how the sick poerson felt and thought, In
ether vords, s undersiood becsuse Iw ¥md siperlenced, and
understanding, he wanted to Je sowething sbent it., Such
wag the flame of duty towsrd the slek that burmed in the



great heart of John Wesley.



CHAPTER W
HIS PASTORAL CARE OF THE CoINIHAL

The cars of erininals was an important part of Jobm
#eeley's ministry, Shlle s chepter bas been glven in this
work regarding his eare of the arring in gonerel, the topie
to be considersd here has $¢ do with those who not only
erred, but erred £o such an eoxtent thst they found then
ssives in prison and meny of them facing the death sentence,

dome ssoondsry material has been used concernisg the
study eof the care of the ¢riminels, but most of the infor-
mation has besn obtained by searching the indexes of Wealey's
Forks end his Journals, under such titles as “felon”, *ypi-
son®, "erisioel®, “"azsire™, ete, and the naues of men known
to be prisoners in Wenley's time, 25 well as the nmmes of
the various prisons end prison towns., Alse eonsulted were
the name= of men known to be jailors, as wsll as those who
wers intersstsd in prison refomm,

In this emapter, consideration hes bsen given to
prisen sonditions durding the esrly part of Wesley's minls-
trys the panel code, und Yesley's Leslings about the situa-
tion. ZToe bdegloning of his interest in prison work and
his eontinued interesst is touehed on next, This is followed
by mention of nen whom bhe visited ip prison, bhis visits to

srisonsy of war canps ond references te varlous wisita thet
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he made to the penal instibutions. Next in considerstion
are Hethodlats vhom thelr leader influenced to work s
Christian work In the interest of the eriminal, His intere
est In the bodles of those facing charges of the courts as
well as interest in theiy souls is treated next. 7This is
followed by a treatment of Vesleyt's interest in prison

reforn and the conclusion of the chapber.

I. DACEGHOUHD OF WESLEY'S ATTITUDE TOMARD HIS PASYTORAL
CARE OF THE CEININAL

In order to better umderstand Wesley's pastoral care
of the prisoners, it is helpful to have some ides of the
econditiony whiich the prisconers faced. In part two of 1.

Wesley's, A Farther Appeal to Men of Reason and Rellgion,

he has given ¢ descriptlon of the prisoms at Iaddgate and

ihat a seene appears a8 you enterd Tie very place
strikes horror into youpr soul. How dark and drearyl
¥ow umhealthy and uncleand How void of all that
wight minlster comfortl! But this is 1ittle eompared
Lo the clrocumstances thak atitend the being confined
to this shedow of deaths See that poor wroich, who
was fomeerly in want of nothing, and encompassed
witi. friends and agguuaintsnces, now cuit off, perhaps,

&n unezpected atroke, from all the chesrful ways
of nmen; rulned, iovssaien of all, ond delivered Into
the banda of suecl: masters, and sueh companionsl I
know nioty 1D to one of a thinking, sensible turn of
wind, there could be anything like it on this side
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of hell.}

desley felt that the prison houses of England in his

day wore terrible beyond desoription. In esddition te his
comments #8 to the terrible conditions at Mewgante and
iLudgste, which haw been just menticnsd, be uvete in his
dournal on Saturday,; Pebruary 5, 1753 of viaiting the
kapshalses prison,

1 vialtad one in the dsrshalses prison; a pursery
of 8ll menner of wickednegs, O shame to man that there
shotild be such & plavce, such & pietm of hell upon
sartnliz
- The conditiocns at Narshalses were no bsiter then st

Ludgate and Hewgate, In fect, the priscas sll ovar ths
3&&4 were in & pitiful condition, and those who feesd the
law wers witnout heope, wshen Bri Wealesy bepan bils ministyy.
As Artitmr @, Hagler phrases it, "The hapless and helpless
irmates of the unapsakably vile prisons and dungeons of
the day . . "0

1 John Hesley, & %r %
% iﬁﬁmﬁ hﬂ%zi;@ Ve}.. ?, mriean Standard
EditTon (Bew Vo - mry —gfa. Wasgh, 1831) p. 122.

2 John Resley, Journal, Ho, Ix, Jom Bamory, sditer,
The th' Reverena § Eagloy, Vols 11X,
mr m rd Bdition T% TR ”‘%wry and B, ¥gpugh,
1831) Pe 5464

3 Artour %, ¥agler, "And @esley Started Thois,® The
Christian Advoeste, 124:13, October &, 1549,
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The inuman treatment of prison immates, as wsell
&5 the scandalousz severity of the penal code made the 1l1lfe
of those who errsd from ths letter of the law of the land
almost unbearable, On otte cecesion & young man, who had
frequented the Hethodist services shortly after the New
foom wes bulilt, robbad ¥r, ¥esley of thisty pounds that
had been collectsd for thas school in Kingswood. The
manner was taken sare of without notlice of the court, but
later this pame young man becams 2 highway robber and vwas
sentenced to death., W%hen Joln Yesley heard of 1, he left
hls work and morrisd to London to try to save the bayls
life, Threugh hls efforts, the youth was repreived feor
21x weska sand afterward wss transporited for life, .
Feprier Hulme clbes this reference and gquotes Wesley a8
saying, sigsifieantly, "I knew not wiwmther to rejoles o
griave.® Too well he knew the awfulnses of griscon life
in those dcysﬁ

Even worse than the sonditictis of the penal lnstl-
tubions wasz the pemal code of thie dsy. Nen and vomen allke,
as well ss boys and giris, were hanged for mo leas then
one nundred sixty different vioclations of ths law, Teo
pick 8 pooket fer more tian one shililmg, to shop-1ift to

4 John tesley, olted Ly T, Perrier Hulme, Voices gf
the Hew Room (Londons The Bpworth Fress, 1933} p. .

I -
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the valus of fivs shillings, %o grad goods from a3 person's
band and Fuh awsy with 1%, to sbesl 5 horse or ¢ sheep, to
break & young irses te run away with gathered frult, o
sateh a rabbit on somecns's eststs are typical of viecle-
tions thet were punishable by desth.”® Johm Lancaster, feop
example, who had besn o pegular stbendent a2t the Poundery,
fell into bad sompany sad stele & peir of brass candlesticks
from the plece of worshigs The first thelt was folloved
By apcthar. YThe zevond time it was nlinsbteen yerds of velvet
that he stole; and She punishment was desth by hanging.

AL the same tims & womsn nsaed Saveh Cunpinghem wes in the
prison, awaiting the time of her sxecuticn, Zhe had stolen
& murse 9ith Ewenty-seven guimaa,s This was the cless of
People who had $o pey thelr debt to mosisty with thelr
lives, & class of people that we would now clasa as petty
thiﬂ#a snd first offenders,

Very often ten opr fifteen euliprita were tung st the
same time and plaes, Thess ocessions cume to be valled,
*Hanging Shows”, In meny instances gsilows in publiie places
e¢culd be sesn et any time with thelr last corpses "left

& Ja dasley

(Wﬂu Bodder and Stoughi ;é%;% %@f Boesiey

& Abrem Lip Johm %gl&z: A Portrait (Hew Yowk:
Simon and myp% Pe 108,
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rotting in the echalus” as « gruesome warning to the popu~
dace. The Langing shows were out syubolls of the aspirit
beehind the peusl sodes. Uabll the middle of the cenbury,
pevasns found guilty of high treason were cut down frows
Sue gallows whnen only half-desd, cul open, and their en~
trails burnad bofers the howling ach, During the ssue
part of the eentury women, for different erimes, after seai~
strangulation, wers publicly burned, and priscners wno
refused $o slead on sapistal charges nad iren weignts placed
en thelr barse cineste sc thal they might be slowly "pressed
to dsatin”’

il. ASTUAL RIBISTRY 70 48 CRIMIEAL

“%ith this sowmewbat limited view of ths prisons and
tias ponel code of the esighteenth-century we furn now to
Jonn Wesley's feelings about the situstion. Io say the
least, the viotims of sueh sircumstances found in Ketho-
diants founder a syapathetilc espouser of thelr cause,
Fssley hed the Christian view ef tiw eternal worth of the
individual forvemost in kig mind. He felt that sosiety had
an obligation to see thet ths rights of the perscn were
protegtiad and that his »ight %o eunjoy a normel 1ife was
upheld, This made the Oxford don Into a champion of the

7 Ops Ci%., J. Feslasy Bready, pp. 127-129.
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vnderdog, John's fether, Samusl Vesley, had made it a part
of wls minfctey ¢o visit these in priscn. In the thought
ef the Zerirtures: In as “weh a4z he had dons it unic the
lsagt, be had done it unto the Lord. 4 part of this syirit
ned besk Instilled in young Johm's nind co towt, on tue
inlgtiva of My, Forgen, s fellowe-nember of iLhe "Holy Club®,
he be an bls mindstery to the prisoners. It took some per~
suagicn to get him to oo, but on August 24, 1730, he, Lis
brother, Tharles, snd ¥Er. horgan mads thelr flrst teip o &
prigon eallad the Castlie, They wers %o well satisfled with
thelr conversuhion there that they sgreed Lo keep going, at
the frequency of st lesst cnos or twice a wesk.f Ints
mar¥s the beglmming of his prison werk. ie was doubtful ef
the propristy of shat he was doing, evem whan be had the
sonsent of the "minister of the parisn,™ and so he wrote te
his father for advice, Ihe father repiisd witn wara commen-
dation, sdding that, perbaps, it would be well for him teo
gst the approval of Dr, fotter, Bishop of Qalord. Without
4i1rficeity Johm got the approvel.

B, Douglss Bebb gives a deaseripiion of the wethods
gdopted by mambers of the "Holy Clud® im their vigitatilan of

: Tae Epworth Fress, 1938) pe 9&.

%calyzw, (g:%%“ 3&%& "s'ﬁ?? T %%&ard




tus priscuers, which would also be the method of thelr
lendery Joln %Seslef. 2ome of them went to the Cpustle every
day and on mest days to Jocards, wiich was Lhe housc of
debtor priscusra. hoever wanld (o the Cestle was to resad
ig the Chapel e b many &s would pay stbsailcn, sod to
talk privately to the wan whon he hed teken in particuler
to deal wmith, befere his rend he was Lo ask whether they
nad prayecs the day before. (dome sericus-alndsd psveon
suong the priscaars ususlly resd fumily prayers wibh the
rooby! 50 w2 8180 to a3k whether they had read over apsin
what was last read, and sihst thsy remenmbered of it, Then
he would review i past seesiun, give thes o new lesson Iin
tne things of Ged, end summerige what bhad been sald in two
or three gsenbtences whith thay niyht esxsliy remsmber, The
next part of bis minlstey wvaz lndividesl counseling of a
Christian neture, Insiuded $n the care that Lhe members of
the Holy Club gave bthese unfortumstes, ihere was & fund
adninistered to relssse thone confined for sesll debts, to
buy booits, medleine, and other necsssities for the prisom-
ors,?.

Oooe desley’s werk with prisonses sas dbegun, sll
throuzh uls 1ife-time he made 1t e nrastics to vizlt the

£. Douglas Badbd ley: 4 Hap with a Concsrn
(mm Tha Epworth Pu::, p@@%» - '
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priscns as often zs he had opportunity and whenever possible
preach to the condemned. One time when he was ealling in
the home of Samusl Rayner, in Bradford, he saw three night-
ingales in cames singing for all they were wortn, Zhe
owner told him that the blrde sang like that from Zevember
until Aupgust, 3 full ten months out of the year, This was
proof to Mr. ¥esley of the arror thst anlghtingales would
not live in captivity and that they only ssng & month or
10 snsrever the founder of Wethodism
aged the Lopd's sffliieted snd Iuprisonsd ones
to zing llke nighbingelss, all the yesr roumis Often e
got thsm te 2o it. His uncesslag end sympathatic care Tor
lnst, lenely umsnity, eapesielly 1f they were mffm,
throughout his lonz 11fe prevealed his besutiful, Shristlike

tee out of B yoar,

spipit, He would go a long way, interrapt s long Jjourney,
oy sven lesve whal he wes doling o eomfort and stremgthen
suali people,

Te Farrier Bulms eltes an ineclident in the life of
Yesley where the former Oxford 4un heard of & man in Rewgste
under gsntenge of death who wented to see him, A few years
before thia man had ep;iied to nlm st the Yew Room fov
reliels 1In mercy, Weaslsy had employed him asz & olerk and

;ﬁn;a% editor, ins Yorks af the iHe
» »

Hoe ¥X, Joim
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acoountent theore. He was put in shearge of s sharily school
in Bristol meintained by the HBethodiests, Hhen Hesley heard
of his destiny he left vhat he was doing and went to the
prisen wihere he tried hard to recover inis lost soul befors
the time of exesutlon, but Ussliey ear too lates and was nob
permitted to see the condemmed men, Whereupon he saildy
pathetically, “He who would not befare receive the Wosd of
God st my mouth now desired what be could not obtain.™t

Thet %Tezley went io oonsiderable palins to visis
raricus priscners 1z evident, He even visited tiwss whe
had migtreated him and hils zosnletiss, e wrote in & trsct
sabitled Sous Ascount of the late Dp, Jedd, of how hae
visited the dootor of Jivinity and dealt with hiwm after he
had beoome & prizoner. %While thesze two men had never med,
they bad some rather deflinite feslings towsrd each ciher
for ¥r, Sesley was an advosste of "Christian Perfection,”
and Dr, Dodd was agelnst it end had written & grest desl to
that effect,’® Of his first visit to Br, Dodd in prises,
Wesley recorded & stetensnt which revesled bds Isellings,
"I took up my cross, snd went to see D, Uodd in the

.11 Cpe Gi%., Joim Wesley, cited by T, Ferrler dulme,
Ps 118,

12 Jeohn Wesley, Some Ascount af the Late &g é
John Bmory, editor, Ths Works of the ?ermg?:g dg8
Ay Bew Vole VI, imerloan Standsrd 24 Ttion {Bew ‘smt

end B, Waugh, 1831) pp. 537-530.
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We&lﬁ Thres times the dostor sent fopr Hp, Fesley belfore
he finally descided to go to see thw prisoner, Having gone
to vislt him, he felt that it was time well spsnt, Of the
visit it is resordsd in the Tract that, when they met there
was a peried of silence followed by this conversation:

“Sir, 1 nave long desired to see youj but I little

thonght cur first Intepview would be in such & plece

as this.” I replied, "3ir, 1 am persuaded God saw

this was the best, il not tne only, way of bringing

you to himeself; and I trust 3t will bave thet beppy

effect,™ He sﬁa enrnestly, “God grast it mayl Sod

grant it payl®is
They converaed gboutl sn hour., The fest that Dr, Dodd talked
ef nothing but Wle cwn soul wea the thing sbout the inter-
view that made Vesley rejolice.

A Pow deyg later visaley saw the unforfunate man againm.
it vas the day bsfore he was to be taken to Newgate for his
trials The visit lasted about half an hour, +he priscner
md come to the plsee wvhere he could sey in the words of
Jesus to thes Pather, "Sot sz I wiit, but as Thou wilt,®
Belng obliged to take & lomg journey, Sesley dld not zes
the vietim again until aftsy the trial, in which he bed lost
hepe of 1ife, AL Hewgete the minister cellsd on the con-

13 Op. Cit., Join Wesley, Journml, No. AVIII. Joim

mww, The Sorks of the ReVerend Jchn Wesley, Ay M
IV 456,

14 Loes Cit., John Wesley, Some hccount of the lLate
2;_’_;» "&W i
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demned man, whose mind was quiet and eomposed, sorrowing,
but not without bope, They conversed sbout an bhour, In
all that tlme he 414 not blame enyons but himself, Hs did
not eppsar to have the least bit of resentment towerd any
nan, rectelving everything ss if it weve from the bsnd of Uod,
Two days bolore his deatn, ¥r. Gesley visited the prisonmer
8zain, In this visit, far from admonitions of the wodarn~
day methods of non~directive counseling, bhe psstor sdvised
the counsslee,

. 8ir, I think you do not ask enocugh oy expect encugh

from God your Savior. The present blesasing you mey

:ﬁ:pig: ;rg g?ii;i;;& filled with all Joy, as well
Then thaey spent a 1ittls time in prayer in which Nesley
says that he solemly commended him to God, The day of
the exscution &ll the priscners were gathored together whan
be came into the court. e seemed ooapletely repossd, but
wher: e saw most of thes lifting up their bandas, preying
for nim, bBleasing him, und weeping sleoud, ho wes melted
down, burst into tears, and prayed that God would bless them
2ll, %hen he came out of the gste s great suititude wea
waiting, meny of whon were resdy te insult him, bul wben Lthey
saz him, theay began to bless him snd prey for him toce Ons
of his fellow prisuners seeszed to be in ubler despair, r,

18 Lee. Cit.
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Dodd tried to comfort him with the promises of Jod, After
& season of prayer he was whisked out Imto eternity, but
ook without hope. UWesley says, ™I mehe no doubi, but In
that moment the sngels were rszdy to sarry him inte ibra-
hem's bosem, 18

Another eless of priscners, while not really erimin-
als, but never-the~less 2 group that needs to be mentioned,
was the prlsomers of war, Wesley was concerned abomt them
8lso, In’ the fell of 1759 he walked to Knowle, nsar Bristel
to seo n cogpany of Franeh prisoners of the Seven Yeers War.
In his Journal, he deseribed the unbesrable conditions ints
wiaich thay bad been esst, Ha coneluded by ssying that they
were dying like rotten sheep, iils dezoripticn of the way
thet he ministered Lo these people is revealing,

.. 1 was much sffeoted and preasshed in the evening on,
“Fuon shalt not oppress & stranger; lfor yo know the
neart of g sbtranger, gealng ye were strangers in the
land of Egypt:™ Hightesn pounds wers conteiduted
irmedintely, which were mude up to twenby-four pounds
tie next days Fith thia we bought linen and wooclen
¢loth, which were mads up intc abirts, waistecats,
all of whiloh wers distributed, where ibere was the
graatest went, FPresently sfter, the Corporation of
Sristol sent & large guantity of iattresszes and
blankets, And i1t wes not long before contributions

ware set on foot ﬁ London, snd in varicus perts of
the kim . o

18 ise, gzt:

17 Gp. Cit., John %esley, The Jm% of the Bever-
end fai% @eséaz, Beo ﬁahmtah’ewek, editeor, 1V,
358, 3b8. '
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Aboul a year later Weslsy vigited the game plase
again and miaistered to thelr meed in true Christisn spirit,
1 visited the Prench prisoners a&h Enowls, and found
many of thew almest neked sgein, In hepes of provoking
cthers to Jealousy, I mads another sollestion for thew,
and ordered the money $o be 1aid out in linen and
\vﬁisﬁggaﬁa whieh were gliven to those wio wers most in
want
Thsre srs many references of Wesley's mialstry to
the priscowrs: 9n Thursday, April 19, 1783, he visited
two prisoners in the Castle.® on Priday, Hovember 30, 1787,
it is recorded thalt bhe vizited the condenmned felons in
Zowgate. This time his siciztry sas in the Torm of preach-
Inge: Eile text was, "Teday Lhou phalt be with me In pare~
dise.” "ho knows," says Wesley, "but some of them may
reap in joy?*20 on Seturdsy, August 21, 1779, he went to
the Fenmdroke prison, where hs apent the whols day minis-
tering to imerlican priscuerz of war, In the eovening he

presched to them.3} oOn Sunday, December 28, 1784, Sesley

BRYBy

18 Ibvid.s pe 417.

12 0p. Cit., Jehm ’laaiex, i1, %o, %I, Jobn
Bmory, mm‘» "Gorks of the 23 Jobn Yesley, L. Heo
?ﬁlg I?, ﬁ’ ™

20 Ibid., Ho, XIV, p. 266,
21 Isid., No, X1X, p. 516,
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b 4 smmem:i the gondemned sriminals! zerwon in

Hewgate, Forty-seven were under ssntonce of death,
dhile thwy were cowlnmg ln, lherc was sonething vYery
seful in the clink of their obrina, Dubt uo sound

wes heard, elther from them or the crowded anlianes,
after tus text was vpumed, "There 18 oy in heaven over
one sinner that Papesnteth, mors than over nizmt and
ains just persons, thet need vot repentance,®

power of tue lord wes eminently present, end most of
the prisoners were in tears 28

Tuspre 13 rescord of several secesions on which Hesley
visited the penal institutions of his land.®d These vialts
all pointed in the ssme diprection, nmmely, Lbat ocut of a
great neabt of love, he gave himself for tuose who nesdsd
his minietry. Gometimes 1t was im the form of preashing.
ﬁmﬁiﬁak it was dirested towsrd the sllieviation of physical
needs, but always it was oud of & beert of love; not in the
apivit of condemnation but rether in the (heught that God
serad Tor sash one of thet,

“a baught his Hebimdist followers to tiink and act
the pame way that he did toward the orimimals Hs Ireguently
exhorted in his sermons to visit and otiherwise help prison-
ars, Hany Hetnodists 414, mnd some of thsm gave most of

their time over B period of yoars to this merelful soter-

!bi&q Bo, iy P §07.

83 -5 ¥, 11 X, Yol III, Ps 137' Pe 109, pe 115):
Pe 1293 Pa 'y P 152. Pe 1&33 Pe 1‘1 ? g@; 1?’ D 3.’7'? H
Eﬂaﬁ v’ Pa m e m;' Pe 253 » g@; 71. Pe 1&; gﬁ. xx s Ps
5&5", Ra %3—: ‘%@m X13 I; Vol. I?* Pe 1% H Hay gﬁ* P ﬁ"?ﬁ,
Yo, IVI, pe 381
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prlsge, Among them waz Sarah Peters, s lover of souls, who
virtually geve hew 1ifs In this work of grace, dying oo
bably of ths "2l Aistemper™ contacted during her visita-
tions. ¥esley gquotes ome who was intimeiely atousinted
with her, Anong the ones thst she mintstered to were Jobm
Lancaster, a Hethodiskt, Thomas Atking, z lzd nineteen years
of age, Thomss Thompsen, sn ignorant man, John Roberts,
¥illlsm Gerdner, Sarsh Cunninghawm, and Semuel Chapmen,
These sll died at the zo-called bar of jJustliee, pralsing
Hod that they hed been forgiven snd redeemed by the great
dudge over ail.

S1las Told was mnother one following the Hetinodist
tradizion, who devetsd hias 1ife Lo the welfare of the
erininel, Fhon hils 1ife’s work was finlshed, #%esliey sanid
of Kia:

I burisd what was mortal of honesd Silas Told,

Por many yoars e attended the malefastors in Hewgate,
without fee or reward; and I suppose ne men fer this
undred ye&rs has boen 8o suceessful in that sslancheoly
office, God bad given him peculisr talents for 1t;

and he had gmesing sucsass therein., The grostest part
of those whom he sttended died in peaee, and many of
them in the triumph of falith, 25

Fepley and his follovers were coneerned with $he
souls of the prisoners. This 1s especially shoun by thelr

24 Ibid., Me. VIL, Vol. III, ppa 440-4ébs
28 Ib&d‘, 0. vaII’ ’E’%)L. 2?’ Ps 501,
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dealings with the condsrned felons, whom $hey scmelinmes
scoompanied to the seaffeold, ihen they were brouihd Yo
the plase o pepentence and falth In thelr last hours,
Yeslay and the Hethodists falt prawarded for thelr efforis
with theme However, 1t would be 2 serious sisreading of
the situntion te sonelude that this concern was only of
& spiritual neture. 4As #, Douglss Sedb has so correstly
said,

#ealey wus Inbercsted In men ae men, 38 well as men

&8 gouis; indesd Bad iV not bBeen 80, it 1e inoredible

o o7 faieys, i e teimemtins oterent fut

sm siremfersney of his inteoreat,

. among the most lmpontent followsrs of the Methodist
lsader wes Dagge the Jailer of Newgate ia Bristels Ihis
msn degsme a Hethodlst flpst under the preashing of
Whitefteld, Wt HWesley usad te vizll him frequently, and
without doudd, it was he whw Infisenesd the Jeilow o make
sush tremenduous referms in the Newgete prlsen, #ithin
twenty years ths whole ohsracter of ths imstitubion was
changed, Le sbates that now it had beeome "as olesn and
sweet #3 & gembleman's house.”®’ In many priscns there

-§ £it., E, Douglas Bebb, Busiey! & Han with &
mt?*

%mi,,* g o Tl
‘?‘ A b FuLy
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was fighting end bravling, dut not so hers, Wesley further
potes that no drunkennsss was allowed, howssver proelitable
it mg*.xm have boen for the priason-keasper to havs encourszed
the use of liquor hecause of the profits that hs would
receive [rom the snles therssaf, Another improvement noted
woe that no lmmorelity wasz peraitted, the wasen priscners
belng kapt separate from the men, and ns yrostitute sllowed,
in the positive side, Wesley says that indlustry wes sneoup-
aged by the provislon of tools and msterisls on ressonable
terms. In sumserising the situaticn he wrote in bis Jou 3

By the bleasloz of fed on thsze reguleticns, the
vholes priscn has & new foee, Nothing offends sither
aye, or e8r, gnd the wiwle s the appesrance of a
guist, soricus family.S8

The resder may wonder why the mention of these re~

formas in a work on Jomn Hseley's consept of pastorsl Care.
fhe resgson 18 obvionsr that shether It was Lfhvough sotual
condest with the Lndividual or nobd, Wesley o2%3ll had thw
interest of condemned men 2t heart, Riz eoncern for the
prisensr wae Just se grest whbas he was Salklag with the
3silor Sugge or the phileanthronizt, Johm Howsrd, as it was
when Be wes prezehing to the malefsetors ab Newzate or
having a personel interview with the forger, Ur, Doedd,

From tne svidents presenied thus far eertsin cone
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ciuzions may bs drawn concercisg John «esley'a care for Llhe
griminal, Lis zeay bedps Lo wisdt Ltie prisvis, svmeblimes
at the price of great sacrifice, szowed wle greal comcern
for thoze %with whon the law of toe land hwd deslt harahlye
Ye ned a gwast councara for the souls ol the priscnarss
Thiz faet wrs rovesled througs his ssrnesi exbortations
and germony dellivesed to them, It wes ailsc showy tarough
bis personal interviews zith tihe malefsetors, buf howevey
greast the valus of Vhe souls of ths wen sppesrsd o the
former ¢xford don, fthat was nct ihe whols pieturs of als
minigbey Lo those who Pound themselves under the shaakles
of ths law. UHe carsd for their bodles ae well &s Lhweir
souls, This fset was revealed through the offerings that
were eolleotsd in belwlf of these in prison and through his
grest iatersst sad sncouregement in prison reform. Ooe
mores statement needs to de glven to eonelude the stery of
John Vineley's mintstyry to the oriminal, Perbaps, as great
#8 the osrs that he brought to the prisoners in person sas
the infiusues thet he gcentinually wlelded in behalf of these
unlortaneten upsn the people called Betnodishe,
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Join Wesley was exivensly conserned sbout the erring.
¥hile people wers cast Iinto prizon for Lhe nost minute
infrsetions of the legel code inm generwl, theve were lavs
et wers, virtuslly, disregerded st the tine of the be-
giuning of Bethodisn., Transgrezsions spainst the sceisl
rights of peosle wers permitted by the law of the land
wihich Sesley considered wrong. Therve wes slso lexnoss
conssrning the Commandments of God., In thie study, “errisgh
refars to the ones gullty of Yhese transgressions, whether
azainst Sod or wen, If they vere not deall with by the
penal eode of the dry. ®hile many of the mlsdeeds of those
vhe wers cast into prison were trivial, ¢thw pastoral cave
for them by Bry Wesley zss bsen glven comsideratlon in this
work along with the care of the evininal,

Pew references to secondapy materlials ave vsed In
this charter, but the Lebtisps, Journais, snd Jermons of
dotp desley are used esteneively. The indexss und the
tabtles of contents have been helpful im locatiang the inforn-
atioms The Living Thoushts of Jobn Begley, ealted by James
He Pobts,; has besn used for relerente o tracts that he
wrote on various aubjests,

In the study of Wesley's psastoral care of the erring,
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the chenter is divided into pertst ths drunkavds, the
mmgglers, those srriag in businves practices, and thowe
bprvaking commandmentz agsainet God im other ways.

I, THE DAUHKASDS

The sigbteanth-contury In Begland was 2 turdbulent
time, There vwere ohurehes in whieh Christiss morelity wes
prosched until 4t prodused dacisive sffacts on conselsnce
and sonduet; there were families in vhich the pralse of
virtue led to ite prastics; Lbhsrs were men end somen redient
with the gulst 11t of true ssisbliness, but, by-in-large,
the zorals of the nablon md fallen to a very low abb when
Joln ¥aalsy came on the scens with ap evengllieal suphaszis
uron Christianity =hiehk wes abls to shange the hesvks znd
ilves of men and wouen boumd in Lhe shackles of sin, vhich
fereod thes (o preciice Imsorelilty. “hile mawkish wemen
ware Filling thalr sinds with the sentimentelity of infamous
novala, their fathers and brothers were peweling in drunken~
ness, Urunkennes:s was 2 furm of vise that caused John
Uaslay no end of coneerz, It affested all renks of sccliety,
The vinds and eity taveras were chiel conters of interest
for the upper elsases, wilile The gln-phops and the plzees
sslling besr addsd Lo the miseries of the laborer and the
less welli~to-do clsgsss, 48 Jolm 5. Simon has aeid of
dravkermess, "It mastered the Rnglish people in the eigiteentihi-
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eentury, )  Owners of gin-shops would hang ocut signs sdver-
tieinz thelr warss, stating thet & customer could be made
Grunk for & penny, and doad-drunk for Ywopence and thet
they sould have strew to lle on for nothing unbtil they
becsme geber, Oellars, strewn with strew, were provided,
intc which the senseless deunks wers dragged and left until
they had resovered sufficlently to renew their orgies.®

This waz the gsneral dtenor of the attituds of the
public boward drunkermess and sobrlety when John Wesley
itinersted thwoughout Angland, Drunkenneoss wes 3o comson
thet meny pecple recognised it as e reguler part of iife,
and for them, it brought no seruples either reiipiously
oz moralliys. Sueh wns not the sase with the FPather of
Fethodian, 2 suw the devaasbation end rulnetion that it
brousnt to the dricker, to nis femlly, and te chbers, Por
tust regson ho Spoke owd smgainst 1t. In & trsot entitled,
B4 dord to & Druskard,® he saked the dvinker Al he were a
ma, Then the pastor seid theat Ged had nmade hix s men,
but he had mede himesll & bsast, A man differs from a
beast ebtefliy in remson and wnderstending, bubt ¢the drunkerd.

2 Ibld., pe 81,
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has thrown away his reason end atripped nimsslf of undey-
stending. Ue has mede himself worse then s fool or &
maduan, e hes become ss & poor filthy swine, and Besleyts
exhortation to the drunkard was for him Lo go with the
#wing in the mirs.” To be termed & "swine” would be pretty
severe chastening, but Wesley did mwt stop ot eallisg the
drunkard &« "swine™, Hs ssid thot a besst made Ly Vod waa
honorable sompared to the ons wiho hed zede & Deast of nime
#elf. Indeed, such s one had bscome a dewil, "fit fovr
avery work of the Jdevil, having csat off &ll tust is good
or ¥irtuous . » "¢ The way Wesley saw 1%, drunkeniess, .
aduitery, and murder all went together, «hen & pevpon was
wnder the influence of lxqm bis mind had been polsoved
and he m) aot able to control his passions, lust and
feelings of avarice. e felt thot & person should no mors
drink lliquor for the aake of compeny than hw would dreink
polson beeouse someons wenbted hism o do 1b in order to be
& good Pellow. It ssaesmed So YWesley thst when one geve him-
sell to drink he gave bhimself to Satan snd beoame an sneuy
of éos!, Christ, and the king, as well &s an ememy of the

3 Jomm m}.agi "’A zem to & Drmiard,” Janes H,
Fobte, edibtor, ,.h‘w tﬁ of Jolm Besley {Fow York:
Bnton =nd Hains }
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geaeral publice®

Altnough Wesley wes nob & teebotaller M&mu".s
e sat himgelf sgalust the drisking of splirits, both through
Ma peracasl exemple and his relaticonahip with ethers,
Sincs Qe fell that a pevson cculd mok be o deouankard apd a
Chrdstian st the same himxa,? he began Lis bouperance oru-
sads with tas presehers, both with these in ths Gmmh ol
dnglond and with bis oen lay preachers. In & letter to
James Clarik, be gald, "If it be true bhai you Ireguesntly
drink Lo axeesna, you mey have opthodexy, bul you can have
no religlon,”® s wrote & letter of iastrustion to Richard
Steale 2t Awvrmaghn in whicn, among obther thlngs he amaid,
"“Pougch ne dram,. It i3 1iguid {ire. It %8 & sure though
glow polsom, It sops the very springs of 1ife."® 70
Themes Gride, coe of his preachbsrs at Hescastls, he gent
word, "Olstilled llguors neve thelr uss, but are infinite-
iy overbalancen@ by the abuse of them; tuerelwre, were it

5 I‘a’i&-ﬂ,: PPe FH3, 383
$ Join Wasley,

gﬁﬁf?’ *"{'ﬁ L Jotn Telford, edi a;g PTIY, Stande
% T tnr The 2 Press, 3,951; Pa m&.

7 Ope 5ik., John Weslay, “A Word To & Drunkard,”
P 588,

aa.az Jobn Wesl Lo L8
ond 2 M.;L;:&. »agémmmﬁ Asver-

9 Ibide, V, 132,
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in wy pover, 1 would banlss thes oul of the world L, 030
“osley desit with the probiem of slcoholie bevarages
at the &nnusl Conlerence of Betnodisn io 1768, It waz gst
up in questleon sad answer form, accordlng to il custom
for such problems:
wuestion: Yow akall we cure them {eur psople} of
drinking drame?
Answers 1. Let pno praschor drink any, on any pre-
tanse, 2. Otrongly dizsusde our people from 1.

3. Answer thelr pralonces; perbiculsrly. t ;cse ef
earing the colie, and belping digestion,*+

in & Farther Appesl Lo Hen of Reesen and Heligion,
be compersd the drunkaerds of England to the eimdmrﬂs of
Zpnreis and then said thet the drunkards of Ypgleand were
worses They Tollowed strong drink from night until moraling,
w3l they wers ioet to reason, bhumenity, and religlon.
He exioprited them to stop thelr dissipation while Shey had
*the form of & mun 25111%-wto stop before they destroyed
tneir souls with an "everlasting destruction,”i2

Although ¥r. Weslsy 414 not preach sepmons, speci-~
fiselily, szeinst the uss of apirits, at times he 414 Wring

19 ikié‘m, ﬁﬁ; 3&; 858 Kim; ;biti-og ¥ii, 310

31 John Wesley ggmmzs of Cosnfersnce, 1763, cited
by ﬁ. Douglas Besbb, & ;La $ 4 Een _ﬁ 5
Tha Iyworth Fress, 1 Ps 98,

12 Ja‘zm Weriey, A Parther A o Een of Remsox

Favrt L, mkm ¥s editor, Toe #0r)

hr Hesle: Hss Vols ¥, american 5t ﬁrﬁ'
% 2y Weugh, 1831) p. 114
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up the sudjsct. In his sermon entitled, "The Tae of Hensy,"
he spoke of "drans or spirltucus liguors®, ss "llguid {ire”
wilsh tended to impair pecple’s health snd "drive then te
holl 1tle sheep. . ."1° In ancther sermon, entitled, "The
Duty of Reproving Our Eeighbor,” hs exhorted Christisns to
reprove Jdrunikards, even while they were still under the
Iafivence of liguor if the on.ortunity presented itself,
S told of s parsonel experlience thit he had »1th 2 mun In
Teorfieldy, vhoe was 20 drusk that be sould heedly stand,
Thes man knew he was wrong, 2& hald the preacher by the hand
Tar ov¥sy o Lalf hour, soknowledsing his 2ln to himself, and
to fGod, the pesult of siish Yeslay seid, ", . . I belleve
he got drunk no mcrs,"id

%pelay floodsd England with 8 barage of tracts

against drunkennese. Je dealt with the subjleet in private
and published lettors to the preschers of the land, He made
legislistion against slooholle beverages lor mambers of the
soniety, i» sppesled o men of resscn &nd rellglion to be
against the spirltucus evil, He condexmed drink ln his
sepwons, He 4id 51) tnis, end nore--he deslt with thoze

- 1% Jdem rﬁasleg, %s Das of Feweyr.” Jerson L.
Sm ﬂ gﬂ?il’ll Qosasions Yole. 1 {Hew York: 3. Waugh

14 Inid., “The Duby of Heprowiag Jur Seligibor.”
Sermon m‘"‘%ﬁ T, pe 984
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601 1cted with the dnint-hablt, whenever and wharever he
met thax. flo was comosrned eheut the Iniividual, Onc tinme
wisile hw was wpecebhing he sddrespel Dinrelf tc e dminkards
who were roesent o the service, ¥ersupoen, osne of toen
node & confasaion, and Wosley helped ln to get started on
®a more sxcellsnt way®.l® On the dey ofter Psster in the
your of 1744, when %esley wmas dolng soms pastorzl visita-
tion, Le called at o home shere ths wonnn who answered the
deor wEs o dramk that she coald not gpesk cohereandiy. 1o
the next rom he found four 20rs psople in & siniler sondi-
tilen, whe were making merry. Thelr alrth was soon spoiled.
Soaley gave thel an sarneat exhortetion and thse deslt with
thenm porsoRslly until they gzave heed to the tuings thet thay
had 11ttle rezerded hefors. As he left, he handed then sone
146416 books to help thos In thsir Fight azminst intemper-
ence, 4is sounseling was pretity much of a directive naturd,
but 1t was so sffestive thal the merry-makers scsepted it
and expressed thelr thankfulnsss te him fer his help, S

Une nighd there was . group of men who wers drunk

15 John Sesley, Ihe Jourpel ef the Rs Jobn
m& W;:hm@&’ » A 1 Cie vy
"i'gan {Lendon: The Lpworth Fresa, 1ilH) p. 508.

15 Jdamn %es lournal, Mo, Vi, Jobn Znory, aditor,

The B ‘ ' £he ROTERenn < oL asls 9 &ﬁ.’v “}-Q III.
m‘f’%’%&m B ?ﬁ'{l&. EmorT and §, Baugh,
1831} p. 31l.
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in the inn shers the itinerant preacher wss ivdging, Hesson
&0 sgpeak to tiem
beoRuSGe, al bost, e felt that 1t would ve laboy lost, HNose
of biwm vould pay any attention to muything e hed to ST

disbased Lo ki Luat Lhers Wwes Do Beed

Sewavers lw fell lhat he soould say semething to them any~
YWy, o dld, and he was well rewarded, for ons of them was
vonvintsd ol Lds wrougs Wesley took the men with bim to
his roue ehere he Jealb with hiwm persenally urtil he was
“»m;iiy vonvioeed and slwongly desirous te rzerve & better
nistm”l’?

Sn anovbler vecteiom, dSasler vislied with s young men
2% the request of {ae Foung man's wolhsr, He had once bean
& “etrodist, but he had baskslidden snd lefd off sobelety
sitegether, wealey spoie vwitihx his in privete snd prayed
Por aim. Jeod melied the young mun's hsavrt, and it is
rocopiled in the sourpal tuet be wept and prayed all tixrough
the day snd wsil six o'clock the meat merming,’S

There vas vodhing magic i the way that Gegley dselt
with drunkards. e =us five in hie persuasions against

%%-ﬂg—ﬂ» et tomieys e dopmen) of

;ﬁi Cie g&., e’?@%ﬁé@&i'ﬂb 204
Brory, &ditor, ihe Zorks of iho Rewvers
113, 408,
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drink. Ue spoke very plsinly In repard to the matter and
uted 2 croat deal of patience. If the =athod verked, he
gave God the gloep; 1f 31t 414 oot wory, he wonid tpy again
vhewewae the oprovtunity presented $taslf, In & letter %o
Toomas farkin he wrote coutersing s men who bed fallen besk
irty the hebit of drink sfter hs Mel once sworn off 1fquov.
¥asley sdvised ¥y, Rarkir, "The esse 1s not despevets yet;
you must In to wise give hiw vy, I Have spappely over
knoen an hablitunl dvonkerd finelly reclalaed before he had
peiepsed newe thap onee or twlee.”l9 Werleyts pstience
with those ersiaved by the drink havit {z Purther shown
Iy an lpcident thet happensd st Nye. One alght theve was g
perssn in the sudisnte who was exssedingly drunk. %he pext
day ha 43rwd in Jesleyts acmpsng. Ssckey tried to deal with
hidrey but Be was 2:411T se muddled bthet the velaran preschep
ovalil neks no Sepression on Miw,.  Sowover, Yeeley 434 not
give ups Ao wrets In the Jomme), "In the svenlng I deslk
ones mors sxessding plais vith nds and Me fellow sizmers,*S0

Pesisy was cwmerind shout those wiwes Ilquer had
eaughs 1n 1tz suees, Be 414 everythisng ke sould within his

g Gite, Jobis Vesley, Thy ilatts

- %y Bae Vi, 184
B ﬁ Jobe Wesley aurnel e Bovey
P Hehemiah - %v;%&
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power. and Imowiedge o combat the svll of drink, «hile
sodsru-day sounselars would say that bls nel od was too
harety, abrupty and Slrectlive to Zceonplieh go moch a8 he
eight heve accomnlisked, wet a1l who study the peoblem of
how ¥ezley dealt with slecholism will heve %o agree thmt
nis mindetry was effective in repard to tols matter. In
one of her temparanss lssbtuves, Prances ¥1ilard teld the
story of u youmx nobleruin visiting tn Coprwall the latep
sapt of the ninstscnth-century. It was e hot day, and he
becane SEiwsty as bhe pussed thpough s 1ittle village., His
tulvel Inspsaned s he treveled ap sud down the atvests
looking im veln for somstidng stronges than water $o
deink. A% last he stepped and made sn Smpatient. taquiry
of sn. o314 possent on the way homs Prom work as to shy 1%
was that he could set Pind s gless of Ifiguor iun the whele
vilisge, The 51d wen, resoguiziag hls questioner se &
san ef vank, Pallsd of f his cep and bowed lumbly., %ith a
prosd fiash tn bis faded eyss he snswersd quietly, "Ny
iond, something over n hundved ysars & s san nmnssd Johm
¥eosley ssms Inte thess perie,” snd with thet the peasant
mpiled on, It wenuid Bo interestivg 5o kuow wint the yousg
nobiomen thovght os m wiant ke t&tm? way,; bul vhat &
suiendid bestimony to the pastersl ninlstry of Join Wesley.
For more. then & centnry the work that he hed dope for uis
Bnster nd kopt the swrse of drunkenness oub of that




village,®d
Il1. YEE 33U00LERS

Drunhennezs wes not the only form of esrring thed
Joia Yesliey bad Lo tope with. It vnsg just ons of the oul-
ward sysptoms of what w:s imwardly wrong with so meny people
in Shat day, as in this, Hen slec errsd in thelr buainess
practices, snd Wssley sndeavored Lo do someibhing about that,
tms business practice in particulsr that ne condmensd wes
smupiling, Tracts were dietributed smong the peopls in an
gtteapt to desl with this problem, In "2 %ord To s
Zzugeler® the former Uxford don defined what smuggling wss,
told why 1t should sot be prasticed, and then exhorted men
to keep sway from 1t, He seld that ¢ perscn wes Involved
in smuggling whether he bought or sold saything whiesh had

ught fnto the country without haviang the legal
duby paid on i%. Idguor wes ons of the cilel itoma that

was smuggled, bub other ilems, such as tes, llnen, aud
handivercsisls were included too, Te compared cpen meugsling
with highwey robbery and thnen sald that it was worse iihan
rebbery from ona's ovn fethery Feivate Wﬁﬁg waE com-

23 willism B, Seredith, The Hesl Jdolm Weslsy (lew
York: Zaton and Kains, 1908) pp. 286, 229,
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pared =ith pleking of ymmm«m

The widespread practics of smugpling at that time
18 zhown by the faot that even some of Lhs preschers
praciieed 1t without the slignbest ualms of conselencs,
Pareon ¥oodfords, in hds diary, naively adalitted his part
in the 111lsgal prectise, OUn Pebrusry £5, 1778, ho wrote,
"o ny sauggler sudrews for s tub of gin. . " and on
dey 17, 1780, "1 434 not get o bed untll aftar twelive at
might, a8 I expected Richerd indrees, the bonest smuggler,
with scme gia“’% Jdehm maa&h; one of ¥esley*s precchers
for & time, was tangled up in this filegal business boo.
$esiay erote to him, and among osther things, reprimended
nim for, "that wickednecss for whieh Cormwell stlinks in the
nosteils of ell who fear God or love King George,” by
whieh 1o meant the am:gguassu%

it is iittls wonder that Wealsy reprisanded the
Asverend Trembath for his attions, Twe years exriier he
ned exemined the seciety at St, lves, in Cornwall, snd

22 John %ssley, % %ord To a Smuggler.® James U,
Fetts, sditor, Living Thoughts of Johm Besley (New York:
Eaton and Kaina, ) ppe 388-330,
gy N

23 7he Reversnd Jemes Soodforde, _%.
tmm:&r Farson, eited by E, Douglas Babb, Hes 39
_m {London; The HBpworth Fress, 1o980) p. 60.

g., Joim ¥esley, The Letters of the Sever-
Bee 31X, 143,

&nd Jdobm
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found that nearly svery one in the soslety hought or sold
*aneustomed” goods. Hs ealled them sll together in the
evening and told them plainly that they must either put
"shis ebonination” awsy, or they would see hls facs no

BNOPS o 25

The megmeninity of the evil prectiee cen be sesn by
the seriomsness with which the Father of Hstiodisn viewed
ity In 2 lotter to the zooistles st Hristol he wrote of 2
fev Lhings which he cousidered 1o be of no smell coneern
if they wers teo raialin a 1ife of felth end s testimony of
good consclanse toward God, Among other itsme he menticned
amggiiog. He snldy

aufe nobiing to do with stolen goods, Neither sell

sor buy snything thet bas not peid the duty--ns, not
i you sould have 3t et bhell price, Defrend not the
King any more than your fellow sudjlect, Hever think
of belng religlious unless you are nhonest, Shat hes a
toial to do with pelizionT Reveln mind not wem btut
the vord of Bgd; and, whatever oiher you do, keep your-
salvas pure,

ister, the evil becsme szoc prevalent ihet he felt legisla~

tios had to be taken egainst the proctiece of it by soclety

mombera, and so, at one of the Confersnces, he had the

% g _Li_i:m #eﬁ.::; Journal %ﬁ;&%&vf#ﬁ—

sy SOt Hesl o Baver-
ond 2 26 o Gy N TNl Ine Letters of ths Zever
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following rule for prescher written in the Elnuiss,
astivpate ewgeling, buyisg or sellisg uncustomed
goude, out of svery scsiety, et nome remelsn wiih us,
who #4111l net tobslly abstain Cfrom svery kind and de-
gree of 1t, Jpeak tenderly, "t earnestly, and fre-
gueably =f 1%, in every scciety nesr the cougts; and
read te Shem, and 4% thy 41 speras anong Lhem, tha
Yord To & Semaglew™
e anforged this rule with vigopr. Bven beofore it
became leglslabion of tha Sonferents, he woole in the
Sonpnal of 8 vislt %o Junderisnd where there had been
trovble with the problem,
in the ovening I sveached e Susderliand, I then
met the aoclety, sud told them plsin pone vouid stay
23tk vz vnless he would perts with all ain--pertioulserly,
robbing the King, sellling or buylag run goods, which I
soulid no more suffer than rebbing on the highway. Thls
1 enforced sn every nembear the next day, 4 lew would
not %ﬁ&isﬁ te pefrein, so these I wes foreed to cut
Tals mathod of dealing wlth the problen d41d soue good,
besause & souple of ysars later when he visited the soclety
$n Sunderlisnd agsin, snd spoke o sach of the sembers, he
ssid thet be found that most of the robbers, coammonly selled
sugglers, hed left thes, but in thelr plsce werse more

than twice the wmambsyr of benest people. He appreeistesd the

287 Jdokm Wesler, B

«hwn Baopy, sdlitor
He. Vola ¥y R
ﬁwy and B, Faugh, 1831} pe ma.

28 . £3%.4 Jobn Resley &
and g_g@ m B __,_I ’*_gxw ﬁtimiah* RFBOSH
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gdaftionnl mombers, but sven if no new ones had beesn added
he asid that hes would wot hove dawvsd to beep those whe
stole either fpom the King or the subleste.”® & aimiler
situstion existed &t Dower, Wesley recorded in the Journal
that, alfter the sovugrlers wers cast out of the sselisty Lhere
that they scon boceme mores unitasd then they had besn fov
ALY years.oo ﬁmé&m not all of the socistles responded
to his exhertatios against emggiing, One time whem bs
yisited Bye na found that the peopls theres were wllling So
racelve the Good Bord, but they would not part sith “"that
accurasd tuing, smugeiing.” Wherewpon he astd, “"So I fear
with ragard to thess our lsbour will be in vain,*St

The founder of Methodiss not only enforesd his
sentiments sonterning smigsling when be visited ihe scoleties
in perscn; b6 also encouraged his prouchers to do the seme,
%n wrote severnl istteyrs Lo them in pesgard to Lhis matter,
iz & lstter to Thomes Cariill he sald, "rut en end te
sougziliog at 21l besards."O® He wrote to Yilllam Tunney,
%511 we esn 40 18, we will havs no ssugglers 1a our socio-

25  Ibid,, IV, 385.
30 Ibid., ¥ 181,
31 Ibids, VI, 6.

32 Cit.s Johm Hesley, sgm&%ma& the
Severend Joon Fewley, &y Bes V1s 59
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ties,®33 P0 Zeonariah Yewdall he wrete,

But whoever will not promiss to pub away the
accurssd thing, to refraln from buying stelen goods
{sueh ave all uncustomed goods) oan no longer be a
TR T B veere

-

Yowdall enforced the exiwrtation so vigorously thet within
% few nonths a question came upy sbout thoss ¥ho made candles
for thelr own uss withiout paying duty for them. The Con-
forence held that £t was a fors of mwugeling, net to be
wracticed by any bonost man. Wesley considered the aftua~
tion 2 oriticsl cses thot needed to be brought up in
Confersnes at Lswids for a *full consideration of the
watter, "35

Ope presther In particolar had & lot of trouble
someernling smugziing, His nsme was Joszeph Benson, Senson
fourd thet sougeling was sarried om by some mambers of ths
tpwonsile socletys. Ho told them that They must sither
glve it up or leave the srganisation. %he result was that
slmoat all of them left the soclety. Uesley supported him
earnsstly, writing him several letisrs in regsvd to the

33 Iuid., VI, 378,

36 Ope Oit., Joun Wesley, The Letters of the
awmmgé?'ﬁ Toys As Has m,‘%&.
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mettsr, telling bim that he had done PMght."C In the fivst
leviar, much woprds as the following sere used,

You 434 right, « + +» Peap m&h&a@,. Mn in the

name of God and go throuch with the work. I only
aix wiil prowise you to min ne more, lesve only aix in
the soelety « » . » You nmst 2 gansms tear up
this owil by tho roots . « o 97
The othisy letters were sguelly as strong, sboeing thes
saugeling wap considered s surse not to be tolerated in the
soclietios under auy clroumstance,

Ere. %esley 414 everytihing witihin his powsr te fres
bls people fpom the evil of smugglliog. In 1724, he sven
wrets B0 the Prime Rinleter, ¥llliem Pits, about 1t, heping
e gei gowerment action ezainst the i1llsgal srestice, Hls
pords wopre!

I firmly believe that In Cormeall alons the Eing is

defrayded of HelT a2 milljon yearly in eustoms, “haet
deos thls svount to 1n a1l Grest Bpltein? Surely not

=5 11ttle as five wilijons. Is there no way af sxbiv.
pating thoso ssuggilug villeins, notwithglending thelir

Zoncurnble or Bight Hooourable adetborzyv™
The evidence presented shows thet Be, Zesliey csrrisd
cut the legialation of the Confervenve in regerd o smugsling

58 Xb;ﬁ,, ?1. 235, 15E, %’3' 93@, M; %&* %@;
254, 265.

37 1ibides s 236.
38 Iwid,, VI, 98%,
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=-2t least part of 15.%¥ o spoks "earnestly” and "freo-
guently® of the matter, but, 1t s;pesrs, not so "tenderiy,"
However, all wio sludy Yesley's concest of the pastoral
oare ol the erring must agres thal he 4id everything withe
in his powsr Lo provent people from falling iantc Lthe share
of 13legel prastice, Huwing done that, e 414 mot guit-
e deslt with thias problen !_s:ai he 414 with the prodlem of
liquoere Ho tackled 1t shensver snd vhevervsr It appesred,

Smugeling sus ool the only econmsxls prectice of ths
day that Fealey wes ageinst, %e was elso apainst biile
broking and benkeupteoy, Yne vesson why he whs ezoinst
bill-bpoking waz boeause It lod to bankrupbey. In e letier
o spesther Thosss Tagrlor e said,

’ I% s no wonder that every ome sbould be rulped
wae sencerns Muzaell with that exccreble il trade.
Ia London X expel every cne sut of ocur soclety wiw has
anythiug to do with it, Yhoever endursss 8 bill {thab
i3, promlises to pey) for more than be Is worth i3 eltheyr
a fool o x kanve,
in & lettor e Thonas Gpide he mede it oven olesrer how ho
felt and soted Iin regard to the problem, ¥e ssid, “In
ioadon I exypel every one cut of our seoelely who bsa amything
to do with gt,%41

e Git., Jonm Sesley ef tas
Sne ke - - a%ﬁ?ﬁm

41 l.gtgmg P 20e
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Thers was leglisistion al one of this Hethodlst Con-
forevces $o sl with these probieme of barkoruptoy and
bll-broking, 1% wss f8 the umual quesiion apd ansuey
nethad,

mestlion:t Yhat shsll we de Lo mrmst soandul,
whan any of our memberz besome bani

Aogwer: Ist the coslstant tullk wiith his #t lavges
and If he hed not kept Falr aceounts, of sas besn ocu~
m in that base prastice of relsing woney by mimag

{eormoniy oallied bthe b1l tyade,) let hius be .
& nd fwsedlatelys
The ssrnestaess with wndeh Fesley sarrvied out this lezlale-
tion iz mnown by the mamer is whioh he deslt with & coupls
of the bresthern ¥ho wero involwved, De gave then & laly
nearing it order to detersine whethsy it wes thelr own

feult., One of thes proved Lo be an honsst men. Towevgy,

Both of Rums vepe Sizsissed fyos the socisly becsuse thwy
wore invelved in Eiu»bmk*ﬂg woere they Lhwd apent norw
money than dhuy wers worth 4

As iu the cass of smuggling, 2o in regeed to the o~
snd "freqaestiyz,” but, again, sot so very “temderly,”¥

‘ R ‘4 v Gk, John Tesley, Eimtes of Severel

LEEE
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III. THOSE ERRIRG IN OTHER DUSINESS PRACTICES

Slave~trade was gnother economlc practice condenned
Dy the founder of Hethodism. He was vipgorous in his cru-
sade agalnat it. However, his dealings with slavery nas
1ittle to do with his pastorsl mioistry. It wes more in
the realm of social reform. I% was different Crom the other
geonomic problems of the dey in that it was in the handg
of a fow, and with those few, Wesley seldom, if over, came
into g pastoral relationship, Therefors, no attempd has
been made to deal with gisve-irade in this study of ¥asley's
concept of pastoral care.

IV, TUHOSE ERBING IN OTHUR COMMARDMGNTS OF GOD

Afber having mentioned Vesley's care for those
inclined boward druniconness and those Involved in guestion-
sble business practices, in order to adequutely corplete
a dimcusslon of how Vesley cared ior the orring, conslder-
ation should be given te his care fov those breaking other
masndments of Gode The refsrence here is pavticularly

to those cormandments concerning men's relatlonship %o God
guch as: "Thou shalt not take the neme o1 the Lord thy
God in walng® and, "Remember the Sabbath day, o keep it
holye®

As In the case of the othexr manncrs of erring menw
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tioned, so in regard to awearing and cursing, Hr. %esley
propared and distributsd tractes to help in ieeping men's
minde alive to the feet that it was wrong, In “A %ord te
& Swearer™ be teld thoss who used the name of the Lord in
profunity thet they were asking Jod to send them Lo helle
de sald that it appeared s though they were im love with
dameation and im & hurry to be termented day and night in
the sverlasting flame, s sxshorbed them to repent and ask
God te save them from thelr sins--tieir evil words, evil
worke, svil tempers, snd svil desires, that at the sad of
the way they might hear the Lord sey, "Cone, 3o blessed,
recelwe the ingdon prepered for you from the beginning of
the world,*?® s brought up the subject of profanity in
4 Zorious Address %o the Pecple of Znglund. In contrast
te & later writsr Ep, Resley 414 not think that the threst
te Emgland was “sloth snd Iuxdry,” Asther, hs felt that iv
wag prefanity. o believed thet there wes no other nstlon,
sither Chrlstian, ¥oharmedsr, or PFagans thet used the grest
and vemersbhle nase of 204 with zo 13ttie cepesony. He
seoused pobility, geostry, tredessmn, and psassnty, e aald,
“¥o duiiy curse and swear, and blesphome the Bosb Highs

45 Joitm Wy, “A Word to a Swearer.® Jumes M,

Potte, editor, ouzhts of Jobm Yesley (Hew Yerkt
Maﬁ snd g‘iﬁa’ ) % ‘v’—; «»;
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merely by way of diversion, almost from the highest to Ghe
lowest,"#® He wrote similariy in & Parther Appesl %o Ken
of Benson and Aslizicn. After tolling those who used the
name of the Lovd profenely that they were stupid, senselses,
shoameless wrebtches who were eallling esrnestly for the
Seemnation of thelr own sculs, he added thet the heatlhen
would rise up in Judgmect speinst Luew and condesn Shew,
for sven the savegs knew better tiun to take the name of bis
god in ﬂim{é’?

The former Uzferd doa 414 some lebter-writing ageinet
evraing and gwearing es he did sgeisst othar practiess tuel
wvore not Cheistian, He wrote to Villisnm Green saying,
*gyrinds nove perish through druckesness, lewdsess, Jabbath~
breaking, ourslsg and swesring, and other outwers sine . .

- » %58 an insignt inbe how Hp. Sesley trested thoss gullty
of profenity iz shown iIn a lettex that m wrebs $o hie
niots, Nizs Serah Yealey. Us sald tusb ;smwﬂm knew that
sweRpling was not neesssary, For that resscn he felt jJusti-

g

Jonhna vesley, Ibe Letbteps of the iever-
snd ..m E&}%‘; E,. VIII, 175,
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fied in saying, "I elwaysz oildly reprove the profans pergon
cr {whet is worss) the profsse gentlemen; and meny of thes
will recsive 4% civilly 17 not Shenkfully"®

Yoaley slwkys geemwd to fesl sn upge to do sometiing
abogk 1t wosn e heard somsone profening the same of the
Lard, One tise 1o met & man iu the street curalog and
swenpling fn such g dreadfsl manner Thet, he 2ald, "I eould
not but stop hinm, "™ He etoposd him then and theres. n
anglher oectalon hls seddle beeeme loose end slipped forward
aso that be foll off the horse over 1ts head, Tharsupon,
ths orse beoase fyizitened mnd van besk Bo Lown. Some
Bops caught the uorse and brought it to M= again. They
eursed end swore @ll %he way, and Yesley fell Lhet be had to
sny pometidng to them sbout it. He spole plefnly to them,
end they promised to smend, He get en hls hovse snd sterted
on ke Jowoey sgaln, but he zoon lost Bls saddle-ololi,
Gome men saw 3t &nd sbopped him, They helped bim te put
3% on-agein bt they, a8 the boyy, swopres 8% plooskt every
word, Yesiey ppoke bo thes s love abuat Laelyr pralanity
and gave thes some &f s 115tls books, whieh they prouized
to read ecarefully, iftsreard, he wrote in the Jourrsel,

42 Ibid., p. 254.
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*The all took 1% well, snd thanked me mush,?Sl

Gne tims My, Yesley sbopped at Dariingten te spend
the day. He was obliized %o e in & room zhere therse was
sncther ol of compeny; sons of whom wvere cursing and
gronringe Bolfore Mo left, ne ssked than I they thought
that 4% was vight for tlaw to talk the wsay they bad beea
coluzs Thay sald thet $bhey hal sald notidng for which to
b2 eshawed, He peprimezded them farther, and aceording
o the JomemtEl, they stered st aim and then at cas anobime,
but no one snswored hinz 4 word, 52

o8 snothey oeeaslions be dined &t Stodley, wshere &
nan war gwearing st slunzt every senbenwe, The Feeashey
asked 12 he thought 3t was proper to talk the way he was
talkring, srd then began to tell him of God'z love for nim.
Gepley wrots in the Jouyrnal, *g3p got up as in ansge, made
many bows, esids 'I ash purdon, siv, of Ued snd you, and
nope 1% will be s warnling to me &1l the days of ny
14rer,*53

it ancbhep time, the formey Uxford don ealled fa &

rome where there was & comapeny of “rouzh, buteberly wen”

55 z”& dﬁ]. s Pe 17?‘*
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thal were sursing and seearing st an unususl rate, Kesley
declared, "I spoke to them in spite of German prudscce, sad
they were not enly patient, but excesding thankful," ®

bealey did not desl as berenly with those who uere
guilty of prefaniiy ss hs 4id wlth thoas iovolved in
guestionable finsnciel affaire., However, he wae firm 3o
his convletions and pave himeelf completely to do what ke
sould toened sbomping out tids evil in the lives of thoee
o wham A w22 & shepberds A8 in the cass of thone who
were orring in olher reapects, bnp deslt with thoss guiliy
of profanity,

The importacce wits whleh Gesley viewed the keeping
of the Sabbath, is shoen by the number of times and the
sensar $n whish bhe menticned it im hisz vearlcus sritiangs.

He prepared B trabt entitled "4 Tord to s Levbuth-BPeaker.”
In tsis trect he ssid thet & man wao worked on the lordle
day was guilty of robbing Gode The Lord sallowed the
iabbeth dey and blessed it, Therefors, he sxhorted pecple
to apend it =8 they would wank €o spend the day thet will
never ond, Some pecple had been stisuding churels Sarvicess
sad than golng bto the flelds or the shops for fbw rest of

54 Ibid., 1¥, 67} fer other instances of Hr, Leslsy
sgainst profanity zee also, Ibid., 111, 224, pp. 291, 3033
13’ %883 3', 343 ?II; h‘iﬁ, ST -
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the day. ¥Wesleoy 2:14 %o them thst it wes wrong and that
it was. o beee mlsapeniing of their talents and z bars-faosd
conbenpt of Ood and his sutuority,58 Tnig tract; us bis
others, was dlstributed widsly., 4 Fapther Appesl io Men
of Heazen and Rellglion bed sn wppeal ian 1t Zor psople to
remonber the Iabbsth day with hopoer and not do anythiag
witidn thelr house on the Lerd®s day that was nobt DOCOLSETY.
It slzo bhed somebtibing to ssy to thoss who ware profaning
the Zabhath Yeith a nigh leed,? breaking The laws of Zod
aad men by working oo that day for goin., Jesicy seld that
1t waz opon war sgalnst %%

- The question was ashed a2t one of the Genfurences
conseening how to deal with tie prevalence of Sebbsthe

ng #ad other ovils of the dey., UYcaley hed 1t put.
into the Miputeg thet tie preschers should presch “expressiy”
2zeinst thess baings.S?

I3 Joba %alex, "& Pord to & Seobata-Broaksr,” James
L. Fotts, editor, | . Thoupghbs ,,gegm Essley (Hew York:
Faton sand Helins, 1} PPe ST8
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Bowover, in epite of this lsgisletion and $he verious
writing that he did in regard to the profaning of the
Subbath day, there is very 1ittls. recorded of his sstusl
deniings withx the ones who were guilsy of sueh o misdeed,
On Os0d Pelday In 1743, he vwisited the 1ittle willuge of
Fieoeys It wns a aining toen well known for i%a savare
igoorenes and wickedness of every kind, It was thelr
anstom to hold a grand assenbly on 3unday, &t which tine
nen, womsn and childven met togsther bto deanse, fighty turss
and awenr, ond play sk odmek, Ball, spen-farthing, or
vhatever else they heprpened tsz thing of. Hs had come to
the willeace on horssbeck through & driving aleet whilch
froze as 4t fsll,. ©hen be zot Lnere he oould herdly stand,
Favertheless, alber 2 gshort time for recovary, hs went teo
the Sguare Lo peaaeh, The erowd gathsred guickiy snd
llstoned sincepely.  He yreached szain in the altermoom,
In spite of the wind end znow and sarnest songregation
aazenbled, On Sundsy, ¥onday, and Tuesday, he precehed
te them agein, Heny of tiem oriad Lo God for the free
redemption awnilable in Jesus Christ.® Aibout = couple
of momths latse he visited the village ageln., Heny of

dournal, %o. ?‘ detn
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them had ehonged thelr ways.® He visited Placey three
years later In the winter tire., ¥hile he was preschiasg to
the velllsrs, 1t becan to storm fisrcely. Lhe congragetion
wis 2o Intent upon whet he wee saying thet they 414 not
regard the storm, 50 4 soelety vas orgeodzed thers, and
these whe had formerly broken the Sabbetls o Iindiscreetly
bogorw ons of the most Godly groups thet By, Vesley over
crganiaad, Fourteen yours alfter his firet vlsit to Flasey
he wrots in tho Journel, "The 2oclety of cclilers hers way
be & pattern %o all ths sceleties in Sngland,*Sd

From what 1s recorded it appeare thsd Weslaz's ehief
Bethod of dealing with Sabbeth«bpsskers wea Shreugh bils
writings and hta presciing, Howsver, he was active in
perponal distribubtion of his trects, Theresfope, he mmst
heve dome personal wmork in the pastorsl cars of those pro-
fening the 3abbhath dey. hatever the method he used It was
effsetive ss shown by the results at Tlescey.

All of the evidence presended in resard to %esley's
pestorsl esvs of ths erring points in the ssme dirssblion,
fe used every msons avelilabla., Hs dealt with the areing,

&2 m:ﬁj Pw BT
40 Ibid., ¥I, 368,
€1 1}33&.3 How Ay Pu 684
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both siogularly sud in groups, Lo was movs direstive aud
firs in t0s care of Stuem taun Lhe wos in obher paris of his
pastoral work, Altasugh nls pethods seen barsh $o us, he
earrisd oul this partd of als minisstyy with & beart of love
ag iz svidenced by the leglslation of the Gonlerence,
"ioeak tenderly, but sarnesily and frequsntly.”® Ferbaps,
the veascn that he hed the attitude that he did toward che
grring was the faet thst ke Hed diescipliined his own iife
se atrictly and Led lived under pestralst o mmeh thet w
poniéd not undewstand Lhoss wao sandered Trom the "styslont
snd narrow,.” Dub in spite of the fast thel be never
traveled the path of ismopallby, VWeslsy kroes tho Dititurness
of ains wnforgiven and, iuv contrast, the forgiving leve of
Copists ‘Therlors, he wantod everyone Lo taste of the
swostness of God's mercy svsn if it were, virtuslly, sl the
solnt of fopeible parsunaiots

82 Suprees De 115




BIZ PASTORAL CA%Z oF THE 20CIETY

4 graat pert of John ¥ezley's tlee vas consumed in
his mialatry to the society mesbers,. ¥hile the pastoral
care of socisty members iz toushed on in ell thw other
chapbara of this study, no description is given of ths
geneacal plan for thelr care, It 1z the purpese of this
ghapter Lo glve a somewinat 1lizited ovep-sll plebuve of
Fesley's concept of the pastoral onrs of the nooliely.

Bo gecondary material is used in this chapter,

All tus information has been obbtalined from tie Letbsps,
Jeurnals, Seymons, end ¥orks of Johm ¥esley,

In the study of ¥easley's cars ¢f the sccletlies, &
briaf and very linited vepume of the organisstion of the
soeiety, the aless, sud the band is given, The organize-
tiom in Methodiss was reslily Johm Wesleyls ides of pastorsl
ware, His mialatyy bo the sorrowing is included in thls
chepter,. It %8 & part of his concept of pastoral care which
is not mentioned any plaece else in this werk, It was one
of the inevitable conseguenges of His soure %0 house visie
tation pregram which 1s reviessd in the closing section of
thie sbapter,
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2« To gelesct oubt of these a zonller mmber for o
more iatimate union with esch other, walch
might be foremrded partly by ouwr conversing
singly with eael, end gpartly by lavitliaos them
8ll together to our house; and this, scecordingly,
we determined to do every Sunday iun the sfter~
nooned
The plan for the societies wez s part of Jomn Hesley's
thinkiog when he veturned to inglsed from imsrics. He
needied only to bs sncouraged by Peter Bohler, An organiza-
tion was formed in the neme of Jamee Hutten on Hay 1, 1738,
whish later becans known &5 the Petbter Lane society. The
vales of tnls soclefy were simllar but more detailed than
tw rules of the erganizatlion in Usorgle. The new soclety
ks net x Horavian svgandsation ax ipitehesnd, Tyerman and
othery heve srroaecusly believed, Helther wis it Lhe
fetnodist ensietys The Heverend Jonn Telford says that the
sentanporary pocords, whlzsh elegrly define the pature of
tne seclebty, show thet 1% wes & Coured of Bogland soglioby.
They went in a body to 3%, faul's Cathedral to recsive the
Lopdts uppere IThe orgunization was so strietly Anglican
tost 8 couple of members ware axpluded from 5he scoclely
bogaus: they discened themaslves members of the Chuwreh of

England,d

5 myp’ 13 l@'?-i’/}ﬁ.
¢ 1Ibid,, I, 458n,
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About & year and & halifl labter, ip Bovsmber of 17385,
eipht or ten persons game to Fesley in lLondon. They were
deeply convinced of ain, and earnestly groaning for redemp-
ticn. They weanted him to counsel thes snd prey for thesm
concornime thelr spdritunrl condition. Since John Gesley
¥88 & buey men, and since he reslized that it would bake a
groet denl of time for sueh = ainistry, he sal aslde vach
Thursday svening to nest them along with eny nore who wanted
to l=in Shem. Yssley gave advios esch wesk Lo the various
aowbers, 83 ha thousht they neoded 1t, nfter wiieh thay
sonelinded Eheir westing with prayer aulted o thelr pertlicy-
isy needs. Tuls was the beginving of the United asceisty,
first in Leundon, and then in otuer pleces,®

fae sooclety wes Tesley's most efficient plam of
pastorsl cars thet ho sould concsive st that tiame, Hows
sver, &8s the socleties grew it bocome svident that an
ttinerant misister could not meet &ll of the wvaricus apirl-
tual demands, Therefors, in order tost It might be more
sasily discerned whetior the members were worklng out thely
own salvation, each soclety was 4ivided inte ssaller groups
eslled “classes.” Tue divialon was mede on the basia of
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where the peopie lived, There were about twelvs pergons
in sach claes, one of whom was to be ths leader, IThe
lssder was to see sach persom in his group &t lesst onoe
2 weok. The pwmpose of tiw visit vas to imgquive how the
wenbers were gstting along s their religlous life, He
w23 to adwvise, reprove, comfort; oy exhorb, as the obou~
sion demsnded, He was slse So preceive whatever they were
willing to give to the rellef of the poor. %This vas tus
lesderts rslsticnghip with the members of his groups Ag
wsil me belng responsible o his oun group, e was respon-
zikle Lo ths minister and the stewsrds of the sonieby.
de was Yo mest the minister saah szesk in order %o fnform
alm of eny thet wers slck or of auy tnat hsd erred snd
would not be peproved, and he wes to mect the stewavds once
& zook fn order to ghve thun what he bad reeeived from hls
group and tell them shet ench peracn bad denbtributed,®
it ean be readily mseen thnt the pasteral care of ths min-
ister was $o be sharsd by the leadsrs of the elssses, It
»8e NeCa8SSTY L0 havs some zuch plan 1P the ever increasing
aumbers of Hethodists were to be carsd fore

The only condition reyuired of those mbo desired
sdnission to 2 soalety was & desive %to flse from the wrath

& Ibide, 27« 180, 191.
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to come, to be saved from thely sina,”’ However, desley
believed that 17 this desire was firmly Plxed 1o s persocnts
Soui, thepe wonld be frults Lo show i85, In eorder to pro-
perly view Weslsy's concept of pastoral eare, it is necess~
ary to see what the sxpested fruite were, oP; in cther
words, what the demsnds for continusd membepship wsre,

Thay should evidence thelr desive of salvation,

#irst, by dolng no harm, by avoiding evil in every
kind; especsially that whieh is most generelly pras-
tlzed: such as, the taking the naze of God in wain;
the profening the day of the iord, either by doing
ardinesdy work therscn, or by buying or selling; druni-
anness, buylng or selling spiritucus iliguors, or
drisking them, vnlsas in cases of extreme necessity;
figatingsy- querreling, bdrawiiog; brother golng to law
wlth brotier; rsturning svil for evii, or raillng for
railing; the using many words in buying or selling;
the buying or seliing uncusbomed goods: the glving or
taking things on uaupry, bhat iz unlawful intevest;
saeharitable o unprofitable conversation, papbieularly
speniing evil of maglstrstes or of uinlsters; doing to
olhagrs se we would not Sthey should do unteo usj doing
whet we koow 12 not for the glery of {a@&, az the
*putting on of gold or socastly spperel;” the taking of
suoh diversions as csnnot be uasd ik the nume of the
Loxrd Jesus; the singing those songs, or psading those
bookes, whilech Ao asct tand to the knowledge or love of
Sod; scftsness, and nesdisse self-isdulgence; lazing up
trepsures upon eavth; borrowing without s probabliity
of payings or Mﬁg ap gm ws.t&wt a probablilty of

paying fer thom, B

In contrsst to “"dolng no harm® they were expucted to do
good,

7 M&l P 181,
3 MQ Pe 19}-0
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+ » = by being, in every kind, merciful afbur their
power; as they have opportunity, dolng good of every
possibls aort, snd az far as i3 pesasiblae, to all men;
~-to thsir bedies, of the ability wbich God giveth, by
glving Food to the hungry, by clotning the naked, by
visiting oy helping them that are sick or in priseon;
~eto thelr soculs, by Instructicg, remro¥in:, or exbhort-
ing all they have eny intercourse sith; trsmpling under
foot that enthusiastie doeirins of devils, thet “we
ere not to do good unless our hesrt be free to it%: by
doing grod espescislly to them thet ere of the house-
hoeld of faith, or grouning se Yo be; employing them
prefarably to others, buying sae of snotier; helping
each obther in bhusinesa; and sc much ihs more, betause
the wordd w1ll love 14s owa, znd them only: by alil
possible diligense and Irugality, that the Gespel be
not blamed: by rusning with patienes the race thet s
sst bvefors thew, “denying themselves, and taxing up
their eross dally; subuitting to beéar the repromch of
Corist, to be as the Lilth and offsocuring of the world;
end looking that men should "say all manmer of evil
against them falsely for the Lord's sake."d

Ia the third pluce they were sxpected to svidence thelr
dasire for sslvailon,
+ « » by sttooding upen all the ordiuanges of God,
Such ape, the public worsnip of God; the mianistyry of
the Werd, sither read or expounded; ths Supper of the
Lord; femily end private prayor; searshing ths Serip~
tures; and fasting, or abstinence,i¥
Frese were the pules for the scolstles organized
by John Wesley for the care of the pecple called Kethodists.
1f there were any among thenm shio habituslly broke eny of
tuese rules, it wss to be meds known Lo the ones who waere

watening over him bezenuse Shey were responsible for hime

9 ;%ﬂa: Pe 191,
1o Iglﬁaa s 198,
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They were to admonish him of his wrong, beor with hin for
a while, and if be d4id aob repent, ihey were Lo exelude
him from the scclety.ll

As the socisty grew, Hr. Yeslsy found that it
required still greatsr care to separste the “preclouns” from
the “vile.” iie decided that he should havs a peracnal
interview with esch member once avery three monthe in order
to determine, after tallilng wlith the permcn's lesder and
hle nelghbers how he wee getting elong in his spiritual
welfers. In order that every Lerrier Loward pesscs and
brotherly love bs taken awey, he was also to imquirs during
these perscnal interviews whether thers were any misundep-
standings or dilfersnces of opinions smeng the members of
the group. io each of those whose sinderity he found no
reason to doubt, he fesued a quarterly ticket in his wwn
hand~writing. & querterly ticket had the ssme foree as a
letter of recovmendstion se that wherever they went, the
brethern. of any zmoeiety would sceept them without guestion,
Another $hing tlhst Lhe tickels wers used for wasz to dis~
tingaish the nembers ehen there was to be 8 neeting for
soslety members only. IThe tickets also gave o guiet snd

1} X%éﬁl 2z Dw 192.
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inoffensive metiods of removing sny unsultable member,i2

The soelety and the class proved Lo be & great blasa-
ing. However, tenptations cmme to the various members
whieh they bhesitated to mention im & mixed group. There~
fore, there »as need of s closer usion. To meet thls need,
tesley divided them Into smaliler groups sscvrding to sex
and merital stsatus, These goups were eallsd "dands.” The
men wers Lo zset op ¥adnesdasy evening, and the womsn ware
Lo umest on Sunday, The purpose of thelr mesting was similar
to that of the scclsty.l® The enly 4ifference was thet it
effordsd a sore intimate Pfellowsnip than the soeisty.

HEoat of those in the btands were helped by the close
Feilows':ip whieh Lhey enjoyed. However, s few fell by the
wayaide, slither all at once through willful sin, or
graduslly by giving wey to small things. Thess wantad
advies and instruction. Hr. Fesisy net them on Babturday
svenlings, Al thile hour there were hymns, exhortaticns,
and prayers sdapted to the circumstances of the baekslidera.

12 Jonn Gesley, & Plain Account of the Sxll
sodfsts. dohn Emory, m,-m&% s -m%f“g%wg‘ﬁ
NG © 8 ¢ h ﬁ‘w %1. ?’ ﬁmﬁ’i‘iﬂm ﬁtmﬁ on i Hew
I Emory and 3, Seugh, 1831) pp. 181, 188,

13 Ibid., p. 183; see slso, John Yesley, "The fulses

oi‘ the Bend mc&otiem“ doha Beory, edivor, ‘i? & of
;@3_;:_‘-;9!;1 B Ay Bye Vol, ¥, & ean &idzard
msm Wew Yor: J, *?mn?y and B, Waugh, 1831) pp. 193, 1394,
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Beth ths thrests and the promisss of Jod wer: agplied to
tham, MNaay of bthem soon recovered the ground thet they had
lest. GSomo even ross higher in the Palth than they bad
baon before. %eslsy desired te give thoss that fell inte
tuls group soms specisl sdvise thet the obhsrs were not
resdy to recelves. Therefors, he hed them meet him on
&m; moraing. The purpose of thics group was, not only te
instruct iham conserning how to press on to perfectlcrn,
te swereise svery grace und improvs every talent thet they
had recelived, to spsourrge Lhem to love one anobhar more,
end to veateh more carefully over sach otlber, but also. 2o
that Bre Fesley could have & select group to whom he could
nnbogonr himeell witheoul reserve. The ouly rulss of bthe
groups were Lhat &l gonwsvsetion wes to be eoufidential
and saeh menbsr wes to bring &ll thet ne could spare so~
ward & common ateek.  Eweryone bad equal iiberty to speak.
teslay Inlt that free conversabtiosn wae extresely waltwblew
e said, “In the maltituds of counsellors there S8 zafs-
ty. 04

tnly the general plen of Besley for the care of the
scelisty members heo Deen given, bt 1% Ia snough 46 see that

‘ T : : T
and B, Mgw. 1881} w., 3;;%&, lﬁﬁs
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e was coneerned for them, “e realised ther se could not
give then all the pasvoral care thst they aed a right to
expont, sad so ba deputised laymen to help, ilowever, in
854%8 of the feev tnat it would heve been & full-iime job
for moat anyone ¢o oversee the lay-workers and praachers,
ths founder of Hebucdisa 4id not let his supervisory work
keep nim from s personal ministry to ths members of the
scclatias,

There is & shapter in tiis study speeirieslly on
the care for Lthe erring. Ho mention is wede in that chap~
ter concerning ais ecare for the backsiiding mawbesrs of {he
soeiaty in gonersl. iesley was concerned ebout ths back-
silders, e minletered to ihen iu various ways. The plen
for the poslety whieh hams just been dessribed shows thet
to be B0, -iwrough his prescning he spoke to the baoksiiders
wie wore hiding in the west wmuliitudes. In She sermon,
*4 Call to Backsliders,” he socws how greut « compuasion
ne had for those winw bad cues kuows the glery of Jod Tk
nad later fullen away in Grave, He tried {o snvy them thai
tod wps longe-suffering snd peady to Torgive a penitesnt at
ey time. Howvever, ho felt that scoe peogls bad turned
the geses of God inte an enncursgement o sin. He told
them Lhed this was sne of the sursst ways %6 hell, The
people about whxn Wesley was consernsd were the ones who

felt the romembrance of tholr sins grievious unto them and
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and the burden of thes intolerabls. Desfore them he zet an
open. door of hope, and it burned wiihin ids heart to getb
thie messege cut by sny mesns to those who wore in madgl‘r’

Ho record of letters to backsliders has been found
in thia study, but severai letters concerning becksilders
wore weriltiten to workers, both women and men, encouragisg
thea to do sverything In their pover $o persusde ths
backeliders to turn baeck to Gods 18

The great burden that the forwer Oxford don had
for backsliderz 1is snown through his meny exeminaticns of
the vericus scoietiss and bandss Oa Februapy 22, 1741,
he zet & Tow of the bands st Xingewood, but he sald that
it was 2 geld wreomfoptable meseting, and the mext dey bhe
trisd to show then their mistakes $hrough preaching to
them,l7 Hearly = couple of yemrs lster he recorded in the
Jourpal that he hed to spend several weeks in London,

is 3m kba}uey, %A Cgll to Backsllders.® Zerson XCI,

ral Ooos s%am. Yoli. 11 {Sew Yez-k. be Yaugh
4 *”; PPw 248,

18 Jon Hesley, ] zﬁ?‘“" Beve: Q%
Viesle B.e John Torf tor, ?nl. s Stends
BHETL Thomion: Tne Bprostn Fross. 1931) pe 553
?; 213’ PPe 3@1. 3&9’ VI’ 1%; ﬁi. m e mt x * &*

p' l11t.

17 é’aimhfeslsy. Journel, Bo. IV, Jobn ?maryiﬁdﬂer,
The & ef the Reyw 3 ':'@ gshz, Hen Vols »
TmerTesn Standerd 14! Forxs er; and B, Yuugh,
1831} P« 308,
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spesking severally to the menbers of the seciety., Altser
saraful sonsideration, he vas oblized to set many of them
aside, ® oOne time when he exemived the soelety st Blew-
beprry, he found & greiveous tackslider who became eonvicted
of his straying. This men weas not dimsissed from the group
becsuse he grosned for redemption until the Lord heard
him, 10

dometimes, wheh ¥esley went to visit & scelety he
would ©'ind oniy s shettered resnant ag he d1id on one visit
to ¥Hewtown--only elgbteen members out of fifty hud resained
faithiul, %bile no beckslider was sceeptable to the scolebty
while in s bagkslidden condition, Wesley wes concasrned
shout sueh people, 3ince there were so many backellders,
e thousht that The best way to mislster to them would
éa through presshing to them. He spent the nexi day in
pergonal Interviews, end when he left, there were more than
twice a8 many esrnest, sincare Christiens in the soclety ee

when he eﬁme.gﬂ

18 Ibide, ¥ou VI, pa 304.

ences of Hesley'z care of backellders see; ibld., ¥e. 7,
¥ole 111, pps 247, 2483 No., VI1I, p. 472; Bos ks ppe 584,
5803 Hoe EIs Vol. iv, PPe 2}.; %5 Hoe 3&11; P X&); o, XIIIU
e 3‘55’ 1%‘; 1%; Yo XI?’ P ggﬁ“ 9441 2&5, mg %‘s; HCe
X¥I, ppe 381, 380; Row XVIIL, ppe 456, 502; No, XXI, p. 745.
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Hot alweys 414 Vesley find backalidsrs in the groups
that he sxemined, One 3unday in September of 1749, he
yresched 1n thres diffsrent places, ¥isterton, Overthorp,
end Epworth, Aftsr esch servies he examined the members
of the sosisty, most of whom he found either “alrsady slive
to God, or earnestly panting sfter h&aﬁm

Ii. VILTATIOR OF T28 SCGHa0MING

The Jourmsl of the Reverend Johm Weslsy, hs Ha is
ons long céntimous narration of a prescher visiting nds
people, in the soelietles, in the homes, or whevever he
found them. NMany times, in his visltation emong nis flooks
be found those wiw wers sorvowing over the loss of a loved
cns, Bob much is retorded sbout what e 82ild or did when
syar he came upna sush clr@éystonces, but it 1s known thad
ae ves eonserusd abhout the serreoewing. Neny times e
recorded in Dia Journgl thet he had visited s gertaln
fantly in the time of beresvement,

Yhenosver cliroumatanses psralited, he wasz on hand
to care for the dying sud steyed to wminister te the bereaved
aftey the hand of death had talken 1%z pray, a5 was Lhe saze
shen he Galled at the home of s youmg man sho wes serlously

21 Ibvid., ¥o. VII1, p. 483,
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111, He sod & friend, John Selson, prayed for his reecvery,
but the sick person steadily grew worse sz the day progrsssed.
The next dsy, Wesley was on hand agein, e ensbled the
young men to slainm the greaee of God Zor 1ife eternal, The
day followling, the afflicted one lost ths sasursnce of Jod
but sgsin the Shepherd wes by his side to help him to faaten
his hepss on things eternsli, He prayed w»ith the young men,
and shortly sfterward the afflicted cne Lfell asleep in the
Lord, Er, Fesley wes near to the bersaved ones in thelr
howr s sorrow, and & couple of daye lster, he performed the
last pites over hiz bedy in the presence of s vast multl-
tude of peoples®

ip, tesiey reccrded in the Journsl meny tlmea that
he had perforsed {uneral services for some of bie socieby
mmn% In most cepgs, he did not write suyising in the
Journel about the funernls that be had beyond the faet that
ne had duried sueh and such » person, However, in & few
tnsteances, he did record a fevw words conecerning bis sermon,
%e ministered to the living rather than to the dead. &hen

22 Op. Cit., John Wesley, Jourpal, Ho. V1, Jebm
Zmory, editor, The Yorks of the Heversnd Jobm Wesley, As ..

31X, 320.
23 1bide, 30, VI, pa $45; Ho, Vill, 472, pu 505;
Bow Rg PPs , B8B; Fo, KIII, Yol I?’ P> 155, 16%; $oa

114, ppe 244, 282, 243, 266; Vo. AVI, p. 365; Fo. RAVIL, DPPe
407, 4Bl, 4823 Bo. XK, pe 507 Hoa XiI, p. 736,
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Abrohem Jones dled, hwe used it az an oceasion to “strongly®
exhart thoase whoe bad put thely hands to the piow to never
leck h&ek.% When twelvewyear-cld George Adsms dled, ha
precchod on the text, "For our lignt affiietion, whieh is
but for & moment, worketh for us 2 far wors exseeding and
steraal weight of glery.” 1l Corinthiens 6117. %

ford traveled sleowly In sesley's day, snd many Limss
he 4id not recelive word sf = death until after the buriael
had alresiy been made. Havertheless, e still felt e
reaponsibility to the bhersaved onea, Often times, he
exlied in & :ome that bad lest e loved ons wio hed deen
duried in the sbyence of nis pastor. Sometlmes, the
pastorts cure wes in the form of personal words of cveafort
and prayer in the howe, 88 in the case of o fanily st
Carrick-cu-Sulr when the husbend had dled,®® or in the
caze of & lady who hed lately lost her only brother and her
belovsd sister.?’ ancther example of the same type of
pastoral care for sorvowing scelely members la ahown in
the case of Tacleyls visit teo Kr, Hendsraoon after Lhw death

Inid., No. VIII, Vol. III, pa 473.
Ibid., Bo. VI, pe 388,

Ing,, 8o, XII, ¥Yol. IV, p. 128,
Abdid., Ho, XX, p. 587.

T 882
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of his thirty-two-year-old son,

n othey eccasions, when he called in & Lersaved
bome where the deceased had been buried bsfore his srrival,
he¢ preacihed a sermon im momery of the lost one., This wes
what he 4id woen ¥iss Smitheman of Breintree died, The
text that he used was, "fbhe grass withereth; the flower
fadsth; tut the word of the Lord shall stand forever,”

X Peter 1124, 25.%0

At other tlmes he preashed the memorial sermmon to
tae soeleiy before calling in the home, After Hrs, Clark,
of Uastle Carey, had 4led and was burled, his ssvmon was
on Zeclsaiastss H:10, Uhen {he sermon was ovar be wend
$e tie Clark home €9 see Lthe borsaved hushend, s spent
several bours with him that nigzut, The next day Br. Clari
came to the soolety mesting, O

I1Y, HErualis oF EOUSK T0 BOUSE WisIifaTlod

The eare of the agrrowing soslsiy members and the
responaibilities that he seeepted toward the bands, classes,
szl sovlietliss in generel emphaalize ths feet that he 414 a

25 1Ibid., Be. XXI, p. 7i3.

28 I s ¥o. EVI, p. 382; for a simllar insteance
ses, 1bid., Fe. XX, p. 800,

3¢ Ibid., Bo. XXI, p. TE5.
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gregt deal of personal visiting, e felt thet it was lmperss~
tive for & prstor to do house~to-houss visitetion., In
remariing sbout s scelety thst hed dwindled to only & few
wembers, he sald that even though & men esould presch like an
angel, he could neither establish s soslety nor pressrve a
society, that tad already Deen established witbout visiting
from bouse to house,®® then he found the sccleiy et Sew-
ceatle smeller tham 1% was two years sariier, he sald, "Tuis
I can impute to nothisg but the vant of visiting from house
to Bouse; without which the poeeple will hardly incrense,
either im musber or grace,® %

%esley "practised what he presched” in regard to
visitatiopn, WVhen e wes nesrly seventy ys&rs old, bhe wroke
in the Journsl thet be was busy vislting the soclety from
nouss te house, taking them fyem wast to esst. BHe felt
thet 1% wem & hesvy cross, but ne 32d alyesdy seen how use-
ful %% wga,aa A4 wouprle of years later ke made an entry in
the Joupngl thet showed that he was still ealling on the
members of the seelety sven thourh §t was 2 hard task for

é g o e T Jeum s ey

: ’ﬁw &mﬁh Fress, 1808) p. 297.
32 Ibid., ¥, 472,
33 lh-‘- d‘,’ ?p %ﬁ%
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him to perform. He ssid,

meilﬁg;gmgmaagfigﬁga?f i%;xtgﬁb;ﬁ;ﬂ
pestoral offise whieh is of grester importence than
thise Hut it 1z so grievous to flesh aud blood tbhat
i@ﬁﬁimu o few, oven of our preachsrs, to under-

A few days before nhe made Lhe entry in the Journpal
whish rag just mentioned, he wrots to Jogeph Bensen, warning
hin sgeinst reading too much end tsiling him to visit from
house to house wherever he was, according o the Minutes
of the Topferance, e sald, "Ihe frult that will ensus
{perhaps in 2 short time), will sbundantly rewsrd your
labour, *38

The Yinutes of the Couference that he referred to
was the yesr of 1784, viuen the Conference sdopisd the plan
of ilcherd Naxter sencevning visitation.™ Tils plan ealled
for desling wiinh tha meabers of the scciety both singly and
in the family groups

From the first to the lest 1t can be seen that Johm
vesleyts concept of the pastoral care of soolety members
was that of & sbepherd deeply concermed for nis flosk, The

34 §h§ égg ﬂ; b

35 Qps Sikss Jjobn Wesley, The Lettors of ths deversnd
M Wﬁﬂ&z. é‘ “‘ VI, 65@

38 Jobn Wesley, Mimites of Seversl ﬂag;gméi%— »
Iotm Bmory, editorn, ! o Yorks of Reverend Joon ’_’_y.g_gx.
Ay ¥.o Vole Vy american stendard ndition (Bow Yorkl v.
Tmory end B, Weaug:, 1831) pp. 213217,
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very organization ef the scelety, the clasces end tne bands
tell of a personal-minded ministry, Whlle r, Besley was &
grest preachar, no one kuoew belter tisn se that preaching
elone wes not sufficlent to meed the nesds of tias children
of Gods They nesdsd stiountion--perecnsl attentlon, and uLe
#2528 determined 4o get that attention for nls peocls in one
manner O another, Theeugh visiting from housze 2o houss he
ireroed of many needs that he would have never othermise
Envens Thers were the sorrowing, the slick, the poor, and
the erriog, and e knew that he would find thess and be
able te¢ peint thex to the Grest Burden~iearer if nhe and his
kelpars learned to ¢sll in the homes,



CHRAPTER ¥IIX
CORCLYSIGH

Through a study of John Wesley's reletionships with
the peopie to whom he mimistered soms rather definite con~
clusicns coneerning hls concept of pastorsl cars are inevi-
teble, Ne chapter in this work gives the totality of
Gesiey's concept of pastorsl care. Yet sach chspter doss

present & gesersl irend thet ran througheout his mialstry.
I. THE BAR A¥D HIZ TIngs

Everyone comes to his work in 1ife with & peint of
viesw, It 13 not & guestion to be srgusd here as Lo how
mack of that point of view ls formed by heredity end how
much is lormed by enwirorstent, But through the study of
"Te ¥an znd His Times™ it can be sesn that John wesley hsd
some palber definite influsnces that tended to mold hia
character and tims his coneept of pastoral care. His ances-
tors for three gemsrations back had been slergymen. iis
fatner and mother were vearsd in the highest Honconforaist
cireles, and aven though tney left the lencomformistia Ffor
the Chureh of ingland, they had u sympatioetic fesling toward
practicel Puriten Sdess, They rejected thes ecclesiastical
prineiples of thelr mother Churen:, but thsy never got eway
from the Bold independence of judgment and conduet that had
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bean foatesred in them tlrough Honeonfeormity. In thisz atwmos-
puere Jomn Yasley grew Uo be a3 gericus-minded yrung man,
fitted ag 1% were by nmature to the task thut was to be nis
in life,. %hen he went to Oxford University, it was the
"slay-boy" ers for oollege men., Instesd of meking him an
sasy~going, worldly man, as it 4314 so many others, 1t made
Johy “esley &ll the more sericus~-so zerious, in fset, that
he joined in with & few other ccllege men who refused to
consider the world a play-heuse, The "holy elud™ which he
joined fostersd hls impulses to zerve men and helped equlyp
him te become the Father of Hetucdism snd 2 men witk a con~
esrn--g0 much of a coneern that he was soon to ssil for
Americs ss8 o mlssionery to the Indlans. iis conssorstion
ftc the lord was not sufficlent to pake him suecessful in
hig missicnary labore, but he did come in contuet w»ith the
doetrine of saauwrsnce that was later to spur aim on to one
of the grestest pasptorel ministries that ths world has ever
knowne After he returned to Englend, he souzht end found
the assurance which be saw thst the Moravians possessed
wihile he was on his missiomary trip. His heart was "strange-
1y wermed” at Aldersgate, snd affer that he came to posssss
an attribute aso necessary to a true pastor, iHe beceme a

lover of others more than a lover of himself.
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II. HIS PASTOBAL CARE OF THE POOR

Tiw economie conditions of the tlwes played &« part
in shaping the attitude of Jobn Wesloy toward the poor.
He saw men work, sweab, and dle lfeor a livingy and 1% touched
a respondent chord in his being. Hs counld not forget the
precarious livelihood of his earlier years. I gsve him
& sense of empatiy in regard to the poor. He 4id not
merely feel sorry "for them" in their cirveumsiances, He
felt ®with thenm%--so mush so that he was willing, a@s a
part of hia pastoral care of the poar, to do everyihing in
s power Lo alleviate thelr situsilion. He vndersiood
the probleams of the poor and realliged that they needed
sare-~~both Loy body wnd soul. He called on fellow men to
help in regard to the problem concerning bread, and since
he recllzed thet man cannot live by bread alone, he slso
ealled on Gods He was concerned with the salvation of
the total man through sn effeciive relationehip to God
in Chwist, wether than with the veadjustment of one or

another part of his life.
TIY, HIS PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK

Wesley understood the fesrs and apprehensiong which
are in the minds of those who have sickness in their
families, because he had sziclness in bis own family. He
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inew something of the sdded burdens that comes to those whose
homes Infipsity has stricken, besause he had experienced
thoee added burdens nimself. Hore than thet, he koow the
saxisties that erise in the mind of the sick person him-
self as he lies on his bed of afflietion, concerned about
his phyasleal condition end fmpatient to get back to his
regular iine of duty. fHe knew whst it wes, %too, to come
to the place where 1ife seems to Bs slmost gone and & per-
sor Begins to think in tersms of the other world, He knew
&1l of this, and, thersfore, was able to minizter effen-
tively to his people,.

ln & time when medicel sclsnce had not progressed
as for es it hss Soday, ¥esley iitsrally minlisztered %o
bodies, minds, and sculs. While he bellieved in Divine
hegling and felt that it wae the only curs in some cnses,
he waz not dlsturbed 1€ Jod 414 not perfors 2 miracie In
the physicsl reslm when bhe prayed, He fell tnat sulfering
eoald be for the glory of God, and if & person continued
te suffer after he nad prayed for him, he geve God glory
angways e belleved 1n Divine heailng, as haz already been
stated, but, he, alao, helisved thsd when & body was rooksd
with pain, he should do everything kncwn to scisnce to
sllevizte the pein end aid God 1o the cars of the body.
£ was 850 toncarned about this phass of cere for the sick
thet be set up & free medicsl dispansary and even wrote 2
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Book on medieal treaiment for those whe were not able %o
securs g physielsn's zervises, #hen s wind wes warped and
twlsted by the business of life so thet a functionzl ailment
ned grizpsd Ats vietim, or wisn 2 wind Bad been so dintorted
that 1t had cessed to funmetlion properly, he 4id whet he
sonid to get the affliieted one’s mind werking agsin, Waen
one wat alek in goul end peady to give up in de:paly, he
pointad aim to the Une sho sald, "Coms unto me sll ye that
lzbor snd are heavy~laden and I will give you rest.” In
obher words, when Tesley deelt with the sick, es shen he
ainlstared to the poor, it wss the whole men that be was
concerned about,

%hen psople ware sick, no mDatter what thelr station
in 1ife wnz, he visited them, Ue encouraged sll Christisna
to vizit the sick, Ho felt that it Belped both the effilct-
ed sl the vislitor, e felt thet e, s & pasbor, end others,
28 laymen, bBad & respopsibiilicy toward the asick which esuld
b med only In terms of service, He 444 His best to meet
thet responsibility end encourage others to mesi 1t too,

IV, HIS PASTORAL CA4E OF THR CaRINIBAL

&lthough Yesley was never apyointed by the astion
as & prison eheplein, his winistry to the erimisal was
cutstanding. Ze lived at e time in wihilch almost snyone
might be cast Into prlann, or perhaps sven executed before
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Be knew that he hai done snybhing wrong., Therefors, honor.
able pecple werse found in the prisona along side the hardened
erdimingle, but sll of thenm vwere conslidered lsw-breskers in
the oyss of the land., ©hile the law conzldered thnem sll
8like, guilty of criminal desds, Johm %esley »lso considered
then In one group--potential ehildren of God. For that
resson he wvas couoerned sabout them, body end soul,

The ecnditiona of the prisons were terrible heyend
desovription. Wesley sought to do szomsthing in the way of
pison reforw as a part of his pestoral cere for the
erimingl, By impreving prison conditions it nelped to
izprove the phyeslesl welfere of the inmates, but it slso
iifted the morel asnd religlcue capects of tneir lives.
=1though he lived two hundred yearsz befors John watzon and
Blz sdvent of dshavioristice psyoholegy with its emphesis
on suvivonment he knew that envirompent 444 havs somstbhing
to do with men's cutlook -n 11fe,

At the ssms time that Besley was dusy working for
priscn reform, he was ministeping to the spivitual aspect
of thoae caugnt iz the snare of the lew., His zernmona,
sxhortations, and perssnal interviews with priscners all
ge to show how deeply eoncerned he was that not one of them
gaculd perish without hawving s chanes to experience the
peace thet passeth all understanding,” iHis ministry to
the orimlsmal was partieularly directsd toward awakening
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eoncern about religlous and moral probileme in the 1ife of
esch one and helping bim t¢ solve bis probleus, once con-
eern about them hsd been aroused.

V., HIS PATPORAL C4HBE 0OF TUR BARING

Sesiey'es winistry to ths erving was siriking, It
reveals ancther side of his concept of pastorsl care, iils
pastorsl ¢are of the poor snd the sick revealad the fast
that he wmas compasslionate tovanrd those win woers caught
as rvictime of clircusmstense; but whlle he was dealling with
the erriog, thst compesseion was hid heneath s sitern count~-
enance which was determined that the erring should ehange
their way in iils.

He had no time fo¥ dvuniieniiess. iHe saw 1t as sn
eneny %o normel 1ife ixn this world and iam the world te
come, baesuse hao fallt thst drusikenness, adultery, and
mapder 511 went btegether. He wus aggresaive tozard the
problen of dpink, bub iiite a trus shephierd of the [leck, he
wes patient with the vietin of aleoholle bevarage.

Thoss wis followed unlheistian business prsctices
shared in the concern thut Besley hed for the srring. It
mede no difference what the prastice in guestien wea, If
1t wore net Thrictlen, Mesley felt thet he hed a ministey
to parfornes Whether epeinst smoggling, bankeuptey, or
bili~breking or alave-trade, he believed that it was bhis



duty to apeak sarnestly, frequently, and fimmiy.

In regerd to Lthose who Brolke certain other coumnand-
mentaz apsinst God, he was partfeuleply firm, ihile he
understood people in sc many other ways, he could nmot under~
stand wby enyone would szwear and curss. It sas beyond his
aoprehension why people 2uculd take the nwwe of Uod in
yeine. %he sams thing vae trus concayning the ones wao wers
Sabbath~breskers, Ehile It »as his intention to mildly
reprove thosze erring in these rempects, he ofbes lound Lim-
salf rebuking thes severely. He 4ld mot waste any time In
istting bhe parishoner dping uwo his preoblem tihrough non-
ddrsetive cocunssling, Us sy the error and he cslled the
srring onets attention to his misdesds, This was 2 part of
his concept of the pastorzl cere of the erring, His
metiwds in desifimg with this greouwp @2; people sesms harsh bo
us, but he esrvied out tinls part of nhia minlstry as he did
all othsr phasges ef Lt--with & besyt of love.

¥I. 'ils PABTORAL CARE OF BOCIETY BIUBRERS

Wesley's eoncept of pagtorsl osre is most eompletely
revsaled tarough his ministry to soclety members, ©Shile
some of the othar phases of hisz ministery that heve Lesn
menticned were to scelety nembars, 1% is intsnded hers to
wesn his over-all plem of pastoral eara,

8ls plen of organisaticn fer thes society wss veally
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hig soncept of pastoral care, He koew that his peoils needed
parasnal attention, He realized thut he and bls preschers
could not possibly eare for the Tloek the way they should
be gare’ for. Yherefors, he pet up the i1dea of ¢lasses and
bands with leaders who were to be their shepherds. He knew
thnt confession wes good for the soul. He knew thet it was
the enly oure Tor gim-caused neuresis mnd 2o provided for
1%, Ee mew that there was nothing like 2 close Dellouanbip
$o girengthen wesk and silckly Cheistisns. Hs provided fov
thet fellowship in the elazsens Be also knew that tLhet
fellowship would be s means of preserving Clhristliacs who
were whole aad rtrong and urglng thew forward in their
£51th and im the koowlsdge of thelr lord sad Savior Jesus
Curlst. The peerle who belongsed to the soclsties cane from
€1l valks of 1ife, The strength of such 2 mixed lot wag
in union, Through thes ueiting influenee sf the scocleties,
their love for esch pther grew ghronger and stronger, This
was Yesley's soncspt of pastoral care. o

¥agley wuy hevs bason the busiest man 1n XHuzland in
the sighdeenth-cenitury, His fonupuersble tours were Tilled
with work. His earriage wes s study, s office, a book-
shope 4 lbrery, and most of all = ghapel where God was
worshioped and shere he felt the pressnes of the loly Spirit,
desley vworked the long hours, snd yet he wes never $0o busy
to shegherd his Tleck, Ye would set snything or angbody



aglde for & soul in dlstrsaz.

Ryaryehere today we see Chplistian psople who 40 not
want old times, old =metheds, old terminclegy, the old way
ef looking at things or dealing with people, It is strange
to say, however, thul many of these seme people long for
the ssme fervor, the rwme spirit of vietory, and the sawe
sanss of achlevemant Tor the Wingden of Ged that our fore-
fathers had In tha Chureh, NosdAless o say, as we look &t
the ZFather of Methondiam we ezn ste why hls minlstry waa
succesatul, It was in largs pepd beceuse of his comewpt of
estoral sere, And his somsept of pmstorsl cers was
*siving nimself for his psople in daily eslf-denial snd
thrist-iike devetion.® If ve had been one of thas early
soelety menbers, we sould have seid of our lender ag ve
say of the Hestor, "HBe loved us snd gave himaslf for us.”®
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