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This report sets out the analysis of young people’s biographies of participation. The aim of the 

analysis was to explore the relationships between young people’s biographies, life trajectories 

young people’s 

30 

d at extent young people’s sociocultural and economic 

‘clusters of participation careers’ which refer to young people who participate: (1) to ‘fight for 

justice from inside the system’; (2) because they are ‘conformists for change’; (3) for ‘

and professional development by care for others’; and (4) in order to ‘experiment with new 

paths for change’. 

and the ‘subjective’ – young people’s meaning

–

participatory activities. The analysis developed five ‘dimensions of participation biographies’ 

nd 

careers are conceptualised as young people’s trajectories into and through participatory 

whi

Young people’s meaning
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young person’s biography. 

Finally, fixed distinctions between ‘participation’ and ‘non participation’, and the reductive 

complexity of young people’s styles of participation in space and time. 

policy and further research on some key features of young people’s 

�

�

�

�

�
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biographical perspective. This perspective aims to further Partispace’s understanding of the 

complexity of young people’s social and political participation, and spaces and styles of 

the course of young people’s lives and 

the young people’s meaning

Partispace’s analysis of national and European discourses on participation1

2016

teenage and young adult years because it is integral to individuals’ socialisation processes and 

particular social and personal contexts. In addition, the prevailing perspective of ‘demotivated’ 

that are important in young people’s participation 

2

17 indicate that young people’s participation is changing and that dominant discourses 

the social world, however, requires an exploration of the meanings of ‘participation’ for young 

1

PARTISPACE Deliverable 3.1. Unpublished.; Kovacheva, S., Kabaivanov, S. Arıkan Akdağ, G. and Lüküslü, D. (2016): 

2 Batsleer, J., Ehrensperger, K., Lüküslü, F., Osmanoğlu, B., Pais, A., Reutlinger, C., Roth, P., Wigger
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and macro level of young people’s biographies of participation. Many studies on participation 

Partispace’s biographical analysis began during the ethnographic case studies, which analysed 

. 

es centered on young people’s self

derived five overlapping themes (‘stories’) in order 

�

�

h , 

�

towards change through participation. These young people can ‘resist’ and ‘rebel’ 

� one’s 

�
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conceived as integral to a young person’s biography while a biography is, in turn, integral to 

oncept of ‘biography’ 

with the concept of the ‘ ’. The analytical link between the 

, 19 ). The first approach developed ‘clusters of participation ’ by focusing 

story

ificant others; (ii) needs, wishes and desires that inform young people’s 

‘

biographies’ (see , 2015

sets 

. 

participation careers’ 
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,

2001). Such accounts concern young people’s apparent lack of political 

participation and put them at the heart a ‘crisis of representative democracy’. However, 

reviewing young people’s participation across the eight Partispace partner countries challenges 

3

2016

ntary elections remains the most common form of young people’s 

, 

–

.

less 

‘ ’

2016 22 .
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‘individualised links with the political system and looser partisan allegiances, high

mistrust towards politics and politicians’ ( 2016

trongly connected to citizens’ 

3

–

‘apprentices of citizenship’, they do not acknowled

the ‘required’ processes of socialisation. Access to participative activiti

the links between young people’s backgrounds and 

3

s in participation and practice. Also, Partispace’s focus on forms and styles of participation 
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. 

processes are related to parents’ practices and that young people tend to follow their parents’ 

ce’s secondary analysis suggests 

people’s participation. Nevertheless, what remains unclear from the statistical analysis is an 

people’s participation. In addi

participation throughout a young person’s life needs to be unpicked. However, the notion of a 

‘participatory career’ (that is, the life stages at which young people ‘should’ engage with 

which, if met, allow young citizens to become ‘full 

participants’ in a democratic society. 

According to this ‘life ch’ to youth participation, which emerged during early 

, 1985

membership of ‘society’ as an active citizen by voting in political elections. In the cont

example, the binary division between ‘child’ and ‘adult’, ‘female’ and ‘male’, or ‘normal’ and 

‘un normal’ lives, (

determination, standard roles and mechanisms of representation, thereby undermining citizens’ 

ed transitions to adulthood suspends their ‘full 

citizenship’ status for an undetermined time and compromises their engagement with, and trust 

et al., 2012). The ‘socialisation processes’ of gaining full 

Nonetheless, despite a mistrust of formal politics and less predictable pathways to ‘full 

citizenship’ than previously, young people are not indifferent to social and political issues and 
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2017
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.

mutual interdependency. A biography can be ‘a written 

account or history of the life of an individual’ ( , 19

, 20

, 19 , 20

story

, 20

of a biographer, his/ her statements and story has to be understood as a part of the ‘overall 

context of his/her current life and his/her resulting present and future perspective’ (Rosenthal, 

20 story. 

, 

r structuring individuals’ lives 

, 2007

line with, or divergent from, a ‘normal’ 

Inasmuch as life trajectories include individuals’ 
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with ‘cues’ to which they (have to) refer in their biographical construction –

–

– –

story

, 19

‘true’, factual story

, 19 .

and societies. Therefore, the ‘cues’ (young) people have to deal are context

a focus on individual biography is essential in order to enlighten the ‘told life’, i.e. the 

making with regard to one’s individual life trajectory and the participation 

n
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1

The reconstructive analysis of young people’s participatio

�

�

� Analysis of European Social Survey data on young people’s participation (Kovacheva et 

�

�
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non

gic but, rather, are determined by ‘the historical 

structural relationships’ (Bertaux, 19

life stories in a single milieu focussing on ‘practices’ and not on perceptions or feelings should 

Bertaux adopted this ‘ethno sociological’ approach in his ‘Bakers’ study in the 80s (

, 19

argues in ‘The Biographical 

’ that in biographical narratives, the subject (2005) is inclined to consider his/ her life 

as the result of rational deliberation and ‘choice,’ rather than a consequence of the socially 
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, 

20

Schütze’s

on ‘processual structures’ of narratives. Even if concentrating on the processes of subjective 

in a precise analysis of Bourdieu’s critique of biographical research, by focussing on the 

concept of ‘biographicity’ as a synthesis of structure and agency: ‘biographicity is the 

that which is social ‘self referentially’, and to place oneself in relation to society. Biographicity 

experience it, and that they themselves experience these contexts as ‘mouldable’ and 

‘shapeable’ (Alheit, 19

ined above. First, ‘participation careers’ have been reconstructed according to how young 

role of significant others, and needs, wishes and desires that inform young people’s 

individual biography. This analysis led to ‘clusters of careers of 

participation’.

making itself by exploring young people’ participation biographies in 

‘dimensions of participation biographies’. 

, 19

, 19

�
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�

story

�

� Contextualising the narrative with a list of all the biographical data. For this ‘axial coding’ 

story

–

�

�

‘

careers’ 5 ‘

of participation biographies’ 6
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young people’s 

analysis considers the ways in which participation unfolds in young people’s lives and how 

led key ‘clusters of participation ’, which have been 

�

�

�

�

by 

‘ case’ which is 

‘cross cluster’ reflection 

‘rebellious’ 

,

. 
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.

teachers or other (political) ‘significant others’

seeing and then encouraging the young people’s initial engagement with social issues and sense 

their ‘fight for justice’ 

and the benefits of their family’s 

young p

‘high

politics’ to 

� Amanda, 

3 from a ‘privileged 

background’ 

, 

. 

was Amanda’s 

d

. 

� Amos

brothers. Amos’s family

engaged in his country’

by

Amos’s life; when he met a 

.

ng .
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‘Amanda’

and

early. And… that is part of what I really want to combat different types of 

, 

in class (….)

.

parents’ divorce. 

. 

and… that responsibility made that I, even at home, wanted more 

and in the world then’ 
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Amanda’s suggest that she intended to present a rather ‘straight’ 

. 

teachers and then it ended. But… it is the basis for that I want to work to 

.

. 

‘ ’

, . At 13

‘ […]

The same I write about’ (A

‘

’

Gothenburg, . 

‘ ’

iness 

young 

y
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. 

, 

.

17

–

in which Amanda’s engagement is bolstered by her access to the 

‘[S]

have developed even more, I have become more timely, pedagogical and… 

s great.’

‘ ’. 

‘Amos’

, 

experience of Amanda’s bullying contrasts with the joyful travel experience of Amos, who 

.

of his father’s friend

real ‘epiphany’ in his life as he comments: 
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ay from him was his experience […] 

… 

.

family’s migration to England; 

,

says: ‘A driver of my […] yeah, the life ’

struggles with his mother’s 

. 

Amos’s participation see

father’s friend that he would change 

Discussion: Fighting for justice from inside the system 

on , 

rks her as ‘foreign’ and ‘other’ 

‘ ’ ‘ ’

, .

perspective. Nonetheless, he feels his family’s 

with his father and his father’s fri

’s motivation to change society comes from the inside out, with a 

movement from the personal to politics (‘ l’), ’s

by 
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about revolution with his father’s friend and the 

ther’s illness and 

Amo

‘

’

ave learnt that changing people and making them aware that things ‘

’

parents’ 

–

. 
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. 

� Léna

� Betty

. 

‘Léna’

she wanted to defend a cause or make young people’s

. Léna

On her mother’s advi

‘

.’

d

once again, her mother’s advice. Léna’s 
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, go

At the time of Léna’s interview

–

punctuated Léna’s commitment path. 

Léna

‘ ’

, 

Léna

,

. Léna

young 

people’s opinion in the institutions working with them. Léna explains

experiences have raised her awareness about today’s world. They helped her to ide

Léna
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Léna’s transformation and individual development have 

Léna

Léna’s commitment seems quite conventional and linear

. Despite her mother’s advice, she has not developed a proactive attitude . 

by

. 

‘Betty’

up 

. However, Betty’s family life is dominated by the serious illnesses of her mother and 

family’s sole focus. Her parents 

‘that wasn’t too tragic’

.

, 

.

Betty’s

. Betty’s friends 

OEC ‘by coincidence’ . 

‘
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ally fight for. And yes, I liked it’. (Betty, Zurich, OEC)

this time, however, Betty’s commitment less

by

for me, well, it doesn’t work and I see evidence for it now in England, in 

say, yes, I think it doesn’t work, yes, I don’t agree anymore. Yes. That 

doesn’t mean that I really want a revolution or that I’m a real anarchist, 

I’m really scared of anarchy, well, my heart starts beating very fast. I’m 

‘like minded’ She 

‘You can achieve a lot more with 

others and sometimes it is much more fun as well.’

Discussion: Conformist for change

Betty’s 

by

‘ ’, d d . 

, or in Léna’s case, any particular cause at all. 

OEC. 
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’s

’ perspectives

others with ‘social/ individual’ problem . 

young 

–

it is possible to boost one’s 

,

� Mert

� Nathanael n

. 



31

Nathanael’s 

‘Mert’

– as ‘modern’ (Mert, 

Eskişehir, NGO) 

,

He considers the geographical and cultural ‘distance’ 

‘advantage’. Concerning his educational choice, Mert

Eskişehir in order to learn how to , and live with a friend. Mert’s 

The only thing that my mother and father told me was, ‘don’t make people 

say bad things about you/us and don’t hurt yo

want’. (Mert, Eskişehir, NGO)

I took some aspects of my personality from Izmir but some others…are 

completely from Konya. When I look at Izmir, ok, it is a nice town…but it 

doesn’t completely reflect the Turkish culture. On this aspect, 

to belong to Konya…My greatest luck is to have a good family…I am 

where I am today, thanks to them. A discipline, a life style…the education 

I’ve got from my family combined with Izmir, and it became a good 

are against change. I do not like that…I’ve got that from Izmir… (Mert, 

p

parents’

growing up in a ‘modern’ city. Mert seems well aware of the importance of 

h

‘ ’’, he reports that he has 

h

‘K’ 
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ed and, since then he ‘has devoted’ (Mert, Eskişehir, 

f to K’s cause that he perceives a very innovative project that gives young people’s 

‘fresh brains’ the opportunity to produce additional 

joining K, didn’t knew how 

that would be good for me… It didn’t mean anything to me… distributing 

(Mert, Eskişehir, 

‘dream’ by becoming the head of the local branch:

others… before… It didn't happen in one day… but slowly, I’ve 

read books about it… I’ve learned that leadership wasn’t about yelling 

but… was a (Mert, Eskişehir, 

–

‘caring ’ and motivating project, 

‘Nathanael’

. 

. He perceives the concept of ‘being active’ as a re

t's what they've done for me once, too…I think that I don’t have 

the attitude like, ‘Yes, I give , I want to give it back to them!’, ‘I had fun 

with them and now I’m a leader for them!’, but rather: You’re just part of 

it…and you don’t want to quit. It… if
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is very proud of the ‘new’ and promising leader’s tasks that he has always wanted to achieve. 

rded by people’

It’s really difficult to explain, but I always wanted to be like the leaders, 

, the leaders have such a strong role model function…I wanted to be 

the leaders for example, ‘I want to go just like you to 

until I become a leader!’, and like, I’ve actually always said, ‘Yes, I 

want to become a leader!’, that’s what I’ve always said’.

oriented…well, you 

–

refugee…and I think that it's actually really cool that we do things like 

that.’ (Nathanael, Zuri

on or from ‘political control rooms’), have a great impact 

‘if politics harm people, polarize people, it’s not a good 

thing. Normally, it doesn’t harm people, but today it does’ (Mert, Eskişehir, 

Discussion: Personal and professional development by care for others

–

connected to ‘caring’ and to the search of auto

Br
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appropriate job…or like head of a day care centre or so. That would be 

e for me, but I think like, if I’m with the 

do… well, I don’t know, (laughter), who actually

exhausting, (laughter)…and it’s nothing for me, 

connection between the young people's activity in a ‘social’ space and the achievement of a 

‘rebels’ in the first 

,

and passions, 

, ‘significant others’ appear and pla

,

’s 

by
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� Owen

Owen’s

� Lisa,

that her education was clearly oriented by her father’s values. At 12 ye

n

nd 

describes herself as ‘weak’ and ‘dummy’. I

geographical mobility gave her the opportunities to flee from her father’s control and to 

22,

‘Owen’

‘

’

‘

different sounds’ ‘ ’

he was…my double bass teacher… he was 

amazing cos in a lesson we’d hardly ever play or do any music but just chat 
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but he’d got like a 

It just kind of opens up many more questions and there’s not really any 

make things and they exist. There’s just like endless potential. I guess the 

. 

Owen’s biography underlines how his personal experience and ‘significant others’ –

–

by supporting a ‘making things together’ 

approach. In a way, free improvisation as a professional musician and ‘participatory art’ as a 

‘Lisa’

Lisa’s

– und 

n

n

she was the ‘ ’. At 16, 

to be recognised as ‘ ’ 
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also help the group and vice versa’.

‘

Besides her brother, the two main ‘significant others’ who influenced her development were 

Lisa’s 

‘

father’s 

a ‘second family’. This 

p 

–

– to an active place in the Ultras Center, Lisa’s 

how her personal experience and female ‘significant others’ lead her to empower herself in a 

’s

Discussion: Experimenting with new paths for change

ts’ interest in arts, Owen had more opportunit

ng 
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gnised and not considered a ‘ ’

‘comings and goings’ . 

’s

Owen’s ‘ ’ ’s older 

ation, which is more present in Owen’s biography than in Lisa’s one. Their self

young people’s participation and 

, 

are evident in young people’s biographies and 

.

, 

d

,

, 

. 

in Amanda’s case ’s case

’s 
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‘alternative’ professor, Amos’s ’s friend, or Lisa’s ‘gorilla’ woman , o

n

‘ ’

by 

‘coincidences’ encountered in everyday lives 

p

’s parents are 

‘

’,

, ,

,

by 

upon 

change the educational system (‘
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’

by

Lisa’s and Owen’s classical music traditions by

‘ ’

,

young people’s participation within 

making of young people’s participation biographies 
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. 4

) and is not concerned with ‘

’ but, rather, utilises 200 ‘b

reconstruction’. This approach argues that the 

understood as a part of the ‘overall context of [an individual’s] 

perspective’ (

story. –

‘ ’

2. How do participatory activities become subjectively meaningful in young people’s lives?

The analysis led to five ‘ of participatory biographies’ which are 

of the data. These dimensions are ‘ ’

–

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

‘figurations’. The term ‘figurations’ comes 

Elias’s , where ‘figuration’ means 

, , 
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explored in the ‘clusters’ above and in the current analysis seems to be a 

part of young people’s identity – –

7

experiences in a meaningful ‘whole’. This individual ‘connecting work’ 

to an ‘identity ’ (ibid: 9) and is 

,

rooted in experiences of ‘not fitting in’ 

Bour , 19 it is a ‘fight for recognition’ ( , 19

.

�

�

�

�

The figuration of identity-stabilisation

.

Nathanael, 

‘Nathanael

as the ‘

this ‘

’
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or ‘cool’:

team spir . 

‘Lisa’ and ‘Amanda’

,

on ’s

.

. 

Vanessa’s 

returns several times in her interview: ‘I’m obsessed with relationsh ’

, ‘

’. 

,

17 . 
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, , 

‘party scene’. Vanessa cites a 

,

n

.

Islam and became ‘Nassine’. At 

Vanessa’s new name, Nassine, is used for 

Nassine ‘ ’ , 20

her father’s affairs, her mother’s periods of depression and the later divorce of her parents –

the word ‘alone’ is used many times in

,

n, 

: ‘I was looking for something, I don’

’ (

, 20 Nassine’s

‘ ’ becoming ‘ ’: ‘

’ 

‘Owen’

.

veryone else is playing’ 
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The figuration of identity-diversification 

Mario

Marcus

,

‘Mario’

’ . When he was in Kindergarten, Mario’s

. 

lso sa At 13,

.

people […] some of them were just plainly rejecting me […] in the end I 

fitted somehow, but only very partially. There was this clear stratification.’ 

kind of ‘double life’: in one space, he wa

,

‘normal, rational’ life. 

Mario chose to study law because ‘I know how things like the biology […] or medical function 

[…] I mean the anatomy, but so ’. He tries to understand through law 

‘their reality […] their desires […] they’re too pragmatic’. The environment of lawyers is 

‘ ’ in his eyes. The space for underground music is inspired by the idea to create another, 

feels ‘complete as a human being […] more filled with emotion’. There

two

–

The figuration of identity-compensation
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Marcus Rada.

‘Marcus’

, 20, 

‘ ’

Youth 

–

Marcus’s

‘ ’

. At

,

Marcus’

,

he found a meaningful place to ‘be’, 

‘ ’

,

young man and a ‘ ’ (Marcus, Frankfurt, Youth Centre). The in

,

‘Rada’

.

,

n ,

, 

. 
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that I didn’t need to drop out of AMDFA, but… So I got hitched with the 

student council at a general assembly for the whole student council. […] 

meeting, and so I said that in a year or two I’ll be up there in front. I told 

’

‘ ’.

,

,

. She fights against ‘ ’ with all 

Discussion: participatory activities to secure recognition in identity-work

– –

person’s life, . 

‘changing’ 

belief in one’s ability to . Framing of one’s life tory within a ‘bigger picture’ 

– –

p
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‘bewältigen’ (cope with) 4 one’s life and

–

‘political claim’ 

variety of meanings of ‘self efficacy’ and ‘a wish to achieve change’

�

�

The figuration of achieved personal and political self-efficacy

–

formal contexts, in which the ‘personal is political’ is evident. The 

‘ ’

a ‘ ’

tion of ‘a good life’ for all

, 20 5.

Amanda Mario

‘Amanda and Mario’

She 

d

Through the formal intervention of school, and her mother’s 

help, Amanda was able to stop the bullying. Amanda’s experiences had two important impacts: 

Amanda’s personal

Mario’s
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. Mario’s

You get relief, but you’ve also created 

when life’s hard, you might recall that and say to yourself ‘I’m not such a 

loser after all.’ And you can go to sleep peacefully

for Mario is a ‘ ’ where he finds 

‘In general the stuff we do, its goal is to make you somehow feel that you’re something more.’ 

This ‘more’ is connected to politic

lack of information: ‘

’ Mario is 

efficacy in the youth cultural scene, is able to change people’s mind

The figuration of struggling with personal self-efficacy

a ‘bigger picture’ and o

,

,

less 

with a more ‘political’ context) that seem to be around a

p

Marcus Paula.

‘Marcus’

, ,

‘ ’. He presents himself

struggled with a label of ‘problematic behaviours’ 

, 

‘

.’ He 

my life […] now recently I've been taking drugs, I don't pray anymore [...] 

’
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Marcus’s biography suggests that he

, 

‘

’. 

–

, –

‘Paula’

. 

at school was identified as a ‘ student’. 

being not ‘normal’ 

a ‘problem’ child on the other (in the view of her school and the 

‘ young people’ 

. –

–

,

f you say yeah you lost a leg […] here is a 

like an analysis and are like oh wow you can walk super well, we’re going 

’

. She 

to know 

Paula’s positive experiences in the o
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‘I’m 

loved by the teachers […] I do a lot during lessons and help keep the lessons going.’

unwind 

‘you become friends faster […] especially with t ’.

Discussion: participatory activities as an expression of self-efficacy

efficacy make it possible to make a claim that is about ‘changing the world’ while the 

ffect one’s personal world. 

and empowered to, and confident about, making decisions about one’s own life, 

oneself as able to make a difference, seeing one’s 

‘political life form’, which is defined here as 

. 

and one’s needs, and often clash with young 

– –
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These experiences are a form of ‘institutional learning’ and there are 

�

�

�

The figuration of orientation towards formal participation after positive experiences within 

institutions

Amanda’s biography represents this figuration 

. This was, in terms of Amanda’s narration, her first positive institutional 

– –

‘I got a completely new role, I would say, 

and that formed the basis for who I am now, in some way, more or less’

, she realises: ‘I can do good things, I can push it forward and […] 

’.

,

,

a ‘big player’. 

The figuration of orientation towards informal structures after negative experiences within 

institutions

Mario

. 

‘ ind of rebellion […] doing something not permitted and you’re happy 

about that […] something beautiful comes out – but it wouldn’t have been 

that beautiful if it was not on this wall and it was not prohibited’ (Mario, 

‘ are other opinions too […] that’s what democracy is’. 
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The figuration of ambivalent orientation after ambivalent experiences within institutions

Marcus’s

on 

. ,

: ‘T ’ (Marcus, Frankfurt, Youth 

‘I can do […] whatever I want’

Discussion: participatory activities as expression of experiences with institutions

,

6

addressing one’s own 

,

–

’s

‘ ’ ’

6
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– – some by presenting ‘survivor stories’7 or st

development from crisis to stabilisation. The term ‘coping’ is one used in psychological and 

, 20

of ‘Bewältigung’8. The concept of ‘Lebensbewältigung’ means 

, 20 , 

‘coping with life’ because 

less 

In contrast to the concept of coping, ‘Lebensbewältigung’ refers not only to critical life events 

20

demands of life (‘coping with 

life’) on the one hand and critical life events (‘coping with crisis’) on the other hand. 

,

connect with one’s 

�

7 ‘Survivor stories’ (Davis, 2005:145; Loseke, 2009) are structured around a notion of ‘before and after’. They contain a 

8
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�

�

�

The figuration of coping through political participation 

. 

‘ ’

Zuhre Amanda

activism. By presenting one’s life 

issue (by, for example, Amanda’s recognition that racism is systemi

individualising one’s

‘right’ or on the ‘right side’. 

Zuhre

‘ ’

Zuhre’s 

. Zuhre’s 

‘ ’

‘ ’ Zuhre’s ‘ ’

, . 

do 

‘ ’

how she decided to study in Eskişeh

by –

someone who was ‘accidentally’ raised 

‘male like’

‘

’ (

parents and with her parents’ conservatism. It has also given her the 
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The figuration of coping through institutionalised participation

contexts ‘outside’. Cases in this figuration are Paula, Nathanael,

Amanda Nassine.

g her to friends that are ‘ ’ (Paula, Frankfurt, Youth 

she feels much ‘ ’. Paula, as a former 

up 

. ’s
9, ’s ’s

the ‘ ’ (

n ‘official’ context

Apart from this the ‘ ’, as she calls it, which she experienced in romantic 

.

The figuration of coping though participation­hopping

Marcus

–

‘one’ 

by

. 

‘come and go’ engagement for him. ‘

’ (Marcus, Frankfurt, Youth Centre). Nevertheless, he always 

stays

h 

9 .



57

h . 

The figuration of coping through making or looking for an alternative place

Young people who have not found a proper space for their needs and are ‘out of kilter’ represent 

. 

Nassine, Paula, Owen Mario.

’s

that the ‘old Vanessa’ . ’s cope with the ‘stigma’ 

’s

d

. Mario’s 

Mario’s 

. He is also showing ‘loser’

Discussion: participatory activities to cope with harmful experiences

young 

,
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to follow the ‘regular path’ of making 

, 19 –

–

–

.

Some young people are oriented to ‘adult s’

appreciation. Elias’s 

such contexts, a mechanism called ‘counter stigmatization’ ( , 

199 ‘ ’

. ‘other world’ 

�

�

The figuration of orientation towards youth cultural scenes

This figuration does not have a great deal of detail because the context of the young people’s 

Paula Mario

. 



59

The figuration of orientation towards the adult culture and habitus

Nathanael Rada, Zuhre Paula

Nathanael

: ‘ ’ 

Paula’s case 

‘coolness’ (or not needing it) for the

she things are ‘ ’ and vice versa: ‘

[…] 

’ (

. She says ‘

faster […] especially with the people who you will be workin ’. 

Discussion: positioning between youth and adult culture

y

people, are kind of ‘cool’ and a part of their very own c

u

stigmas around being gifted or ‘uncool’ or a’ loser’. The term ‘stigma management’ comes 

from Goffman (1967) and describes a ‘technique to control information’. People wh

‘normal people’ often feel ashamed and pain 10

To find techniques to cope with a stigma prevents damage to a person’s social and individual 

another meaningful space. Those alternative spaces have other equivalents than the ‘normal’ 

‘ ’, you do

you 

. The ‘coolness’ 

–

10
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– , 

ferent ‘pool’ of social circles, 

‘ ’ , 20

�

� How do participatory activities become subjectively meaningful in young people’s 

, 

– –

o –

– ‘ ’

go

at this implied ‘going public’ and 

,



). The expressions of ‘going public’ mirror the figurations of 

d

At 

‘ ’
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led contexts and orientate themselves towards an ‘adult’ 

. 

– –

,

d 

her ‘being different’ , 19

issue

Thus, story

her to frame the experience of ‘othering’ in a positive way and

is not surprising that Amanda ‘chooses’ to get in involved in Formal Youth Representation, a 

Amanda’s

stabilising her identity as ‘different’ (Dim

– –

thrown out of his family’s home. Marcus, at least to some extent, 
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ough 

un –

‘ ’

hood

erested. But he does not ‘break’ 

‘established’ world (

– –

– o –

on. Finally, by ‘participation biographies’ (see Schwanenflügel, 20

–
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�

� –

�

�

produce a biographical ‘fit’?

�

�
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’s

unfolds 

conceptualised as young people’s trajectories into and through 

, 

2015

g people’s 

, 

in terms of a ‘
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’

‘fighting for tem’

– –

– –

issue, 

by 

h

–

cluster ‘conformists for change’ refers to

one’s 

– , 1996

The cluster ‘p s’ refers to careers 

one’s 

a ‘risk free’ 
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‘conformists for change’ this does not necessarily require engaging with adult

,

– –

‘ ’ o

Finally, the cluster ‘experimenting with new paths for change’ 

. 

not feel ‘complete’ and coherent. At the same time, creating something new which is both 

–

–

–

p

modes of participation, two young people’s biographies are summarised here. 

Amanda’s lifelong experiences of racism and sexism instilled in her the understanding that 

–

Amanda’s understanding of the structural and the agentic, and the political and the personal, 

urthermore, Amanda’s formative experiences of being 

‘worked’ for Amanda in ways that they did not for many of the other young people discussed 
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efficacy, Amanda’s stable identity within a space, 

enables her to assert herself, and ‘fight her battles’, in a range of contexts and ways. 

’s commitment to the Scouts as a space of belonging is striking and 

. 

. These sorts of spaces ‘work’ for 

formal and informal spaces ‘work’ for other young people. Nathanel is also 

biographies. While this seems obvious in Amanda’s case, ’s

‘public’ –

‘engaged’ and taking 

by 
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styles) of participation rather than others at different times in their lives. Their ‘participation 

biographies’, often concerned with issues s

young person’s biography. This is the 

case for those young people who sought out particular spaces, created spaces, or ‘fell into’ 

en ‘participation’ and ‘non

participation’ and the reductive and causal ascription of participation to certain people in 

ity of young people’s styles of participation in space and time. 
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Recognition of disenfranchisement from formal politics (but not political disengagement)

out ‘the widening gap between the outer limits 

ed control and the space where the issues most relevant to life are … settled’ 

, 20

young people’s own for

1986

emerge as a significant barrier to participation, as young people’s overwhelming

capture young people’s (citizenship) practices today, because they are more likely to be 

, Roker, 2008). Disengagement mirrors a gap between ‘real’ politics 

and its official language and young people’s ‘everyday’ concerns and their informal discursiv

Formal vs. non/informal spaces, social integration and efficacy (see also, voluntary vs. forced 

structures)

‘Meaningful activities’ are presented as firstly voluntary contexts, secondly activities where 

The need to being active

people’s 
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Normative transitions and expectations vs. biographies of participation

not more, central to young people’s participation. Indeed, participation in formal settings is less 

barriers that can precipitate young people’s 

Research agenda for youth participation

moral and political citizens through ‘emotional, expressive and a

engagements’ (Siurala, 2000: 4) allowing individual processes of identification in times of 

ed that participation through ‘interactivity and connectedness with intimate circles’ is 

Youth work policies

institutions. Instead of considering young people as ‘apprentice of citizenship’ or ‘citizens in 

the making’ that needs to be guided through strict soc

spaces. The ‘youth development model’ that implicitly underlies public policies dealing with 
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n

–

its lack of ‘output’ and 

. 
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The Making of a Generation: The Children of the ‘70s in 
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