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Letter of Geoff Tansey To Turkish Parliament (En/Tr)

To: Turkey's Parliamentarians
Date: 27 October 2006

From: Geoff Tansey

Re: Proposed New Seed Laws

I have just heard of the proposed new laws and the concerns being expressed by many in Turkey about their potential
effects on the millions of people who depend for their livelihoods on agriculture. | hesitate as an outsider to offer any
advice although I have worked on a number of agricultural development projects in Turkey over the last 30 years,
including the Tarimsal Yayim ve Uygulama Arastirma Projesi (TYUAP) in the 1980s. | have a very strong affection
for Turkey and its people, especially those earning their living from the land.

Since | have just heard about this and have not been able to study the details of the proposed laws and am travelling
tomorrow, | am not in a position to give detailed comments. | have spent the last 7 years working on the impact of
global rules on patents, plant variety protection and other forms of intellectual property. I support the sentiments of the
various petitions and objections | have seen on the internet urging you to drop this legislation. I am currently working
on a book entitled The future control of food - An essential guide to international negotiations linking intellectual
property, biodiversity and the future of food security.

From my understanding of the current proposal, it seems to be very unwise to adopt these laws at present. The issues
surrounding them are too great to rush, especially given Turkey's vital position as a centre of genetic diversity. Since
the EU membership process will take quite some time, and the need for phased changes during that process, | would
urge that they are dropped for now to allow for a much fuller debate about the nature of the farming systems and rural
development and opportunities needed in Turkey.

What is clear from my work in recent years is that the rules governing the food system, including those on patents and
plant variety protection, increasingly favour the larger firms, often result from their ability to lobby, and gravely
threaten the livelihoods of small farmers and future food security. In this case, | strongly suggest you adopt the
precautionary principle and do not adopt new seed laws until much nearer the time of EU accession, by which time
things may also have changed in Europe in response to the need for reform of the CAP, the diversity and resilience
needed to deal with climatic change, and changing global economic conditions.

With very best wishes,

Yours faithfully,

Geoff Tansey (sent via e-mail for onward transmission in Turkey)

Joseph Rowntree Visionary for a Just and Peaceful World -

Working for a fair and sustainable food system

Royd House, Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, HX7 8BA, UK

Tel: + 44 (0)1422 842752  Fax:+ 44 (0)1422 843917

Web: http://www.tansey.org.uk/ http://www.jrct-visionaries.org.uk/
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Turkiye Milletvekillerine

Tarih: 27 EKim 2006

Gon: Geoff Tansey

Konu : Onerilen Yeni Tohum Yasasi

Yeni tohum yasasindan ve bunun tarimdan yasamlarint saglayan milyonlarca insan tzerindeki potansiyel etkilerine
karsi ¢ikan bir coklar1 hakkinda henuiz bilgi sahibi oldum.

Her ne kadar Tirkiye'de 1980'lerde Tarimsal Yayim Uygulama Arastirma Projesi (TYUAP) dahil olmak Gzere 30
yillik tarimsal gelisme projeleri deneyimim varsa da disaridan biri olarak tavsiyelerde bulunmak konusunda
tereddutltydm.

Turkiye ve insanlarina 0zellikle de yasamini topraktan kazananlara karsi buytk bir sevgi besliyorum.

Bu konu hakkinda bilgi sahibi oldugumdan, fakat 6nerilen yasanin ayrintisini yarinki yolculuk planimdan dolay1
calisamadigim igin, detayli yorum yapma pozisyonunda degilim. Son 7 yilimi, patentler tzerinde kiresel kurallarin
etkisini, bitki gesitliliginin korunmasini ve fikri mulkiyetin diger gesitlerini ¢alismakla gecirdim.

Internette bu yasa tasarisinin geri ¢cekilmesine yonelik olarak gordigiim cesitli karsi ¢ikislar: ve dilekgeleri
destekliyorum. Su anda " Besinin Gelecekteki Kontroll- Fikri haklara iliskin uluslar arasi pazarliklara, biyocesitlilige
ve besin givenliginin gelecegine iliskin 6nemli bir rehber™ adl1 bir Kitap izerinde ¢alismaktayim.

Su anda giindemde olan séylemlerden cikarttigim sonug, yasanin bu sekliyle kabulunun akillica
olmayacagidir.Ozellikle Tirkiye'nin ,genetik cesitliligin merkezi konumunda olmas , tartisilan maddeleri aceleye
getirilmeyecek kadar énemli kilmaktadir. AB uUyelik siireci bir zaman alacagindan, bu tartigmalar, Tlrkiye'nin ihtiyag
duydugu olanaklar, dogal tarim sistemleri, kirsal gelisim alanlar1 baglaminda daha genis bir tartismaya olanak verecek
sekilde daha sonraya birakilmalidir dislncesindeyim.

Son yillarda yaptigim calismalarda ortaya ¢ikan bulgu; 6zellikle bitki gesitliliginin korunmasi ve patentler de dahil
olmak tizere besin sistemini yoneten kurallarin, genellikle biyiik firmalar lehine ¢ikarilmas: , blytk firmalarin lobi
faaliyetleri becerilerine gore sonucglanmasi, boylece kiicuk ciftcilerin ve gelecekteki besin glvenliginin tehdit edilmesi
seklindedir. Bu durumda da, 6nleyici kurallar: belirleyip AB katilma slreci yaklasana kadar yeni tohum yasasini
ertelemenizi kuvvetle dneriyorum. Zira bu sire¢ icinde Avrupada da, CAP reformuna yonelik ihtiyaclara cevap
verecek degisiklikler, iklim degisikligiyle basa ¢ikacak cesitlilik ve esneklik ve kiiresel ekonomik kosullarin degisimi
gibi bir cok sey degisebilecektir.

En iyi dileklerimle,

Saygilarimla,

Geoff Tansey

(sent via e-mail for onward transmission in Turkey)

Joseph Rowntree Visionary for a Just and Peaceful World -Working for a fair and sustainable food system,

Royd House, Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, HX7 8BA, UK

Tel: + 44 (0)1422 842752  Fax:+ 44 (0)1422 843917
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