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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION . i  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

:"; Southern Africa is a region highly vulnerable to soil degradation due to a s s _ . . : L . . . . .

; high proportion of subsistence farmers, dryland climate (Figure 1), and poor Extent of S oil Degradation In Sout_hern AT“C?:_ . . . Southe.\,rn Aff"ca is a global h.otspot for land. degradatl?n, with lllltl‘.l ent
political, economic, and social structure P According '_[o the HWS_D, !ow nutrient avqllabll!ty and retention capacity are the most severe dep.letmfl being tl.1e most ser}ous fOl‘I.Il of soil degradation. Pov.erty is the. o

o A interdisciplinary understanding of both the environmental extent and the forms of soil degradation in Soqthern Africa (I_:lgure 2_)._R_esu|ts are supported by nutrient balance : : main driver of soil degradation and is exacerbated by economic and political :

: data (Craswell et al 2004) showing severe nutrient deficit in the region. : ¢ issues, mainly globalization, land conflict, and poor governance. '

social, economic, and political drivers of soil degradation in Southern Africa
is necessary to develop effective strategies to prevent future loss of soil
biological productivity and improve food security.

Nulrient availability (SQ1} : i+ Use of organic or inorganic fertilizer is necessary to prevent further soil
> ] degradation. Subsidization of mineral fertilizers and extension of
conservation techniques is needed. Reduced tillage, agroforestry,
composting, intercropping, and legumes in rotation are techniques
applicable to the region. Competition for crop residues may be an issue.
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* Awareness, participation, and cooperation of all stakeholders (farmers,
: government, funding institutions, private sector, NGQO’s), organization of
farmer groups for dissemination, and government support are all key
factors in successful soil degradation mitigation strategies.
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