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Abstract

The cable television (CATV) networks, since their introduction in the late 1940s, have
now become a crucial part of the broadcasting industry. To keep up with growing demands
from the subscribers, cable networks nowadays not only provide television programs but
also deliver two-way interactive services such as telephone, high-speed Internet and social
TV features. A new standard for CATV networks is released every five to six years to
satisfy the growing demands from the mass market. From this perspective, this thesis is
concerned with three main aspects for the continuing development of cable networks: (i)
efficient implementations of backward-compatibility functions from the old standard, (ii)
addressing and providing solutions for technically-challenging issues in the current standard

and, (iii) looking for prospective features that can be implemented in the future standard.

Since 1997, five different versions of the digital CATV standard had been released in
North America. A new standard often contains major improvements over the previous
one. The latest version of the standard, namely DOCSIS 3.1 (released in late 2013), is
packed with state-of-the-art technologies and allows approximately ten times the amount of
traffic as compared to the previous standard, DOCSIS 3.0 (released in 2008). Backward-
compatibility is a must-have function for cable networks. In particular, to facilitate the
system migration from older standards to a newer one, the backward compatible functions
in the old standards must remain in the newer-standard products. More importantly, to
keep the implementation cost low, the inherited backward compatible functions must be

redesigned by taking advantage of the latest technology and algorithms.

To improve the backward-compatibility functions, the first contribution of the thesis
focuses on redesigning the pulse shaping filter by exploiting infinite impulse response (IIR)
filter structures as an alternative to the conventional finite impulse response (FIR) structures.
Comprehensive comparisons show that more economical filters with better performance can
be obtained by the proposed design algorithm, which considers a hybrid parameterization of
the filter’s transfer function in combination with a constraint on the pole radius to be less

than 1.
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The second contribution of the thesis is a new fractional timing estimation algorithm
based on peak detection by log-domain interpolation. When compared with the commonly-
used timing detection method, which is based on parabolic interpolation, the proposed al-

gorithm yields more accurate estimation with a comparable implementation cost.

The third contribution of the thesis is a technique to estimate the multipath channel for
DOCSIS 3.1 cable networks. DOCSIS 3.1 is markedly different from prior generations of
CATYV networks in that OFDM/OFDMA is employed to create a spectrally-efficient signal.
In order to effectively demodulate such a signal, it is necessary to employ a demodulation
circuit which involves estimation and tracking of the multipath channel. The estimation and
tracking must be highly accurate because extremely dense constellations such as 4096-QAM
and possibly 16384-QAM can be used in DOCSIS 3.1. The conventional OFDM channel
estimators available in the literature either do not perform satisfactorily or are not suitable
for the DOCSIS 3.1 channel. The novel channel estimation technique proposed in this thesis
iteratively searches for parameters of the channel paths. The proposed technique not only
substantially enhances the channel estimation accuracy, but also can, at no cost, accurately
identify the delay of each echo in the system. The echo delay information is valuable for

proactive maintenance of the network.

The fourth contribution of this thesis is a novel scheme that allows OFDM transmission
without the use of a cyclic prefix (CP). The structure of OFDM in the current DOCSIS
3.1 does not achieve the maximum throughput if the channel has multipath components.
The multipath channel causes inter-symbol-interference (IST), which is commonly mitigated
by employing CP. The CP acts as a guard interval that, while successfully protecting the
signal from ISI, reduces the transmission throughput. The problem becomes more severe
for downstream direction, where the throughput of the entire system is determined by the
user with the worst channel. To solve the problem, this thesis proposes major alterations
to the current DOCSIS 3.1 OFDM/OFDMA structure. The alterations involve using a pair
of Nyquist filters at the transceivers and an efficient time-domain equalizer (TEQ) at the
receiver to reduce ISI down to a negligible level without the need of CP. Simulation results

demonstrate that, by incorporating the proposed alterations to the DOCSIS 3.1 down-link
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channel, the system can achieve the maximum throughput over a wide range of multipath

channel conditions.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Motivation

The later part of the twentieth century observed a significant growth in communication
technologies. Technological inventions in the telecommunication industry enable society to
enter the era of telephony, Internet, and multimedia services. Broadband communications
over cable networks was in the heart of this trend. In the early beginnings, from connect-
ing cables between homes and providing one to two channels of early television, the cable
industry has, in just over 50 years, moved into the 500-channel universe. Since then, cable
operators have branched out to become television broadcasters, radio broadcasters, tele-
phone and cell-phone service providers. They have expanded their business model to include
the entertainment arenas and have purchased Internet networks, sports teams and major

performance venues.

Cable television (CATV) networks are dominant by wired broadband technology in the
United States and Canada. Earlier CATV networks carried analog television signals, but
since 2000s all cable operators have switched to or are in process of switching to digital

technology.

CATYV networks provide high-speed interactive services, including Internet access and
telephone service, that are delivered over the cable television infrastructure. The demand
for data services has steadily increased to a point where there is tremendous pressure on

data services providers to continually increase the data throughput of their networks.

Fig. 1.1 shows a simplified structure of a cable network. There are two main components

in the network: a cable modem (CM), which is located at the customer premises, and a cable



Customer premises

Cable Company Cable modem
Distribution Hub (CM)
|- - - - - - - """ " -"="-""”""”""”"="= 1
Cable Modem
Termination System
(CMTS)
Wifi
Cable plant router

Internet Service
Provider

Figure 1.1 Cable modem network.

modem termination system (CMTS), located at the cable company’s headend. The CMTS
is responsible for managing a large number of cable modems residing in subscribers’ homes.
The CMTS allocates channel resources for each CM and schedules times for sending and
receiving packets. Most CMTS have both Ethernet and Radio Frequency (RF) interfaces.
In this way, the Internet traffic can be routed through the Ethernet interface, through the
CMTS and then onto the RF ports that are connected to coaxial cable networks, eventually

reaching the cable modem in the subscriber’s home.

. Release . Downstream Upstream
Version date Modulation scheme throughput thrIz)ughpu ¢
1.0 03/1997 42.88 Mbits/s 10.24 Mbits/s
2.0 12/2001 Single-carrier QAM 42.88 Mbits/s 30.72 Mbits/s
3.0 08/2006 1372.16 Mbits/s | 245.76 Mbits/s
3.1 10/2013 | Multi-carrier (OFDM) 10 Gbits/s 1 Gbits/s

Table 1.1 DOCSIS versions.

CATYV networks are governed by the Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification
(DOCSIS) standards, which are developed by the not-for-profit organization CableLabs,



Amplitude Amplitude

A A
<—bandwidth——> <—bandwidth——>
Frequency Frequency
a) Frequency spectrum of a b) Frequency spectrum of a
single-carrier QAM system multi-carrier OFDMA system

Figure 1.2 Frequency domain spectra in single-carrier QAM and multi-carrier
OFDMA systems.

which is funded by the cable operators and cable equipment manufacturers. Released in
1997, the first version of DOCSIS standard promotes multi-manufacturer interoperability and
introduces a retail model for the consumer’s direct purchase of a cable modem (CM) of choice.
The original DOCSIS 1.0 standard supports a single channel with maximum throughputs of
42.88 Mbit/s for downstream and 10.24 Mbit/s upstream. Since then, substantial changes
in the sub-sequence versions of DOCSIS standard, as highlighted in Table 1.1, facilitated
higher system throughput. Released in 2001, DOCSIS 2.0 tripled the upstream throughput
in responding to higher demand in upstream traffic. Five years later, the advances in fiber
optics technology and pressure from digital subscriber line (DSL) competitors caused the
birth of DOCSIS 3.0. DOCSIS 3.0 is able to simultaneously support multiple channels
and bind them together to increase performance. A maximum of 32 downstream channels
and 8 upstream channels can be bonded together to reach a throughput of 1372.16 Mbit/s
downstream and 245.76 Mbit/s upstream.

The latest version of DOCSIS standard, DOCSIS 3.1, was released in 2013. DOCSIS 3.1
is markedly different from prior versions of the standard. State-of-the-art data coding em-
ploying Low Density Parity Check (LDPC) codes provides superior data protection against
noisy channels. Additionally, while prior versions of DOCSIS employ single-carrier quadra-

ture amplitude modulation (SC-QAM), DOCSIS 3.1 adopts orthogonal frequency division



modulation (OFDM) in the downstream direction and orthogonal frequency division multi-
ple access (OFDMA) in the upstream direction in order to make more efficient use of CATV

cable networks, especially those that have committed narrow bandwidths to other services.

The main difference between single-carrier and multi-carrier systems is in the way the
available bandwidth is utilized as illustrated in Fig. 1.2. Basically OFDMA contains many
closely-spaced narrow bandwidth SC-QAM signals. There is no real performance advantage
to either system on an additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN) channel if they occupy the
same bandwidth. However, if strong narrow bandwidth ingress interference is present, which
usually occurs intermittently in CATV plants, it will severely impact the entire SC-QAM
channel. In this scenario the OFDMA system loses only one narrow bandwidth SC-QAM
signal, while the entire broadband SC-QAM signal is lost.

It is pointed out that DOCSIS devices need to be fully backward compatible. Therefore
a newer cable modem must support all previous versions of DOCSIS. Moreover, considering
that OFDM/OFDMA are very different from SC-QAM, the development of DOCSIS 3.1
CMs and CMTS’s is challenging and much more complicated.

1.2 Research Objectives

There are three distinct objectives in this research and they are elaborated below.

i) Redesign old backward compatible functions: Each time a new communication
standard with new features is implemented, the old backward compatible functions can
be redesigned to take advantage of new technology and algorithms. Of interest here
is the DOCSIS standards prior to Version 3.1 that employs SC-QAM (see Table 1.1).
Therefore the main thrust of this research objective is to improve the implementation
efficiency of the backward compatible functions for legacy SC-QAM channels in the
implementation of DOCSIS 3.1 and beyond. Specifically, this part of the research focuses
on two improvements that can be made for the backward compatible functions. The
first improvement is made by redesigning the pulse shaping filters employed in the SC-
QAM system. For DOCSIS systems prior to version 3.1, such pulse shaping filters are



ii)

commonly realized by the FIR structure. However, FIR filters require quite a large
number of coefficients as compared to filters designed with the IIR structure and thus
have higher computational complexity. An efficient algorithm shall be developed to
minimize the number of coefficients of a standard Squared-Root Raised Cosine (SRRC)

pulse-shaping filter without affecting its performance.

The second improvement is made on improving the timing offset estimation function,
which determines the time of arrival of the transmitted data packet. Accurately deter-
mining such timing information helps to recover the desired signal with less distortion
and higher signal-to-noise ratio (SNR). The cross-correlation technique is mainly used
for timing offset estimation of SC-QAM signals, in which the timing information is
taken by locating the true peak of the cross-correlation signal. However, locating the
true peak of such a signal after it has been sampled is a challenging task for a wide
range of applications. A peak locator algorithm shall be developed that has a better

accuracy without increasing the hardware cost.

Channel estimation and fine timing detection in DOCSIS 3.1 standard: While
OFDMA systems have been extensively discussed in the literature in recent years, the
DOCSIS 3.1 standard is unique in that it seeks to combine OFDMA with very high
density modulation schemes (up to 16384-QAM). Furthermore, the impairments in ca-
ble plants differ from those of wireless systems, which are the focus of OFDMA studied
in much of the literature. In order to effectively demodulate the spectrally-efficient
OFDMA signal, it is necessary to employ coherent demodulation which involves estima-

tion and tracking of the channel parameters.

The goal of this part of the research is to develop algorithms for OFDMA channel
estimation, which are among the most technically-challenging issues in DOCSIS 3.1
standard. To this end, system performance under the condition of having imperfect
timing synchronization and echoes in the channel will be investigated. This would
involve developing a realistic channel model for OFDMA systems where the timing off-
sets and echo delays are not integer multiples of the system’s sampling period. Such

offsets/delays threaten sub-carrier orthogonality and lead to poor quality channel es-



iii)

timation, at least with the conventional estimators in the literature. Considering the
realistic channel model, algorithms for finding timing offset will be explored as well as
algorithms for performing channel estimation. In all cases, it will be necessary to verify,
through theory and simulation, that the proposed algorithms are capable of operating
successfully while subjected to the distortions typically present in a cable plant. Addi-
tionally, the algorithms must be optimized to minimize the logic resources required for

implementation in an field-programmable gate array (FPGA).

Improvements for future standards: Despite many advantages, an obvious draw-
back of OFDMA systems is the requirement to use a cyclic prefix (CP), which is in-
serted at the beginning of each transmitted OFDM symbol to mitigate inter-symbol
interference (ISI). In general, not only the channel but also the digital filters built in
the transceiver determine the length of the CP. The CP insertion reduces the overall

transmission throughput, by up to 25% for DOCSIS 3.1 downstream transmission.

This part of the research will consider all aspects that affect the CP length. Then tech-
niques to reduce the CP length will be investigated in order to increase the transmission
throughput. Although shortening the CP has motivated many investigations reported in
the literature, the existing techniques are complicated as they require either the calcu-
lation of eigenvalues and/or matrix inversion and/or division, etc. These techniques are
not easily implemented in hardware. The goal of this research is to find a practical im-
plementation that consumes a small amount of hardware resources. If the length of the
CP can be reduced or even eliminated with a technique that is “hardware friendly”, then

it will be a promising candidate for inclusion in the next version of DOCSIS standard.

1.3 Organization of the Thesis

This thesis is organized in a manuscript-based style. The results obtained are included

in the form of published or submitted manuscripts. In each chapter, a brief introduction

precedes each manuscript in order to connect the manuscript to the main context of the

thesis. The thesis is organized as follows.

There are seven chapters in total. The first chapter gives the motivation of the research



and states the research objectives.

Chapter 2 provides an in-depth look at the single-carrier QAM and multi-carrier
OFDM/OFDMA systems. The fundamental difference between the two systems will be dis-
cussed. This chapter explains the advantages of switching from SC-QAM to OFDM/OFDMA,
and points out difficult technical problems on deploying OFDMA on the DOCSIS 3.1 uplink

channel.

In Chapter 3, the pulse shaping filter design problem is discussed and various conven-
tional design techniques are reviewed. A novel design technique, which is the thesis’ first
main contribution, is presented. The proposed design is more economical than conventional
designs, thus directly benefiting the backward-compatibility functions of newer cable network

products.

Another backward-compatibility function that can be efficiently redesigned is peak detec-
tion. Chapter 4 is dedicated for an improved peak detection method, which can be used for
a wide range of applications, including but not limited to, detection of the optimal sampling
time for the SC-QAM systems and, multipath channel estimation for OFDM/OFDMA sys-
tems. This chapter proposes a technique for finding the approximate location of the peak in
an analog signal after it has been sampled. Of particular interest is the output of the pream-
ble correlator located inside an SC-QAM receiver. The technique involves transforming the
sampled data into the logarithm domain and then fitting a parameterized function to the
two points neighboring of its peak. The function is parameterized such that it has character-
istics of the analog pulse shaping and matched filter in the system. Then the location of the
peak is calculated from the parameters obtained in the fitting process. Simulation results
show that the proposed estimator significantly outperforms the conventional estimators at a

comparable or lower hardware cost.

The manuscript included in Chapter 5 proposes a novel channel estimation technique
that can be applied for OFDMA signals in DOCSIS 3.1 cable networks. In this chapter, first
the channel estimation problem inherent to OFDMA systems is studied. Then conventional

techniques that can be used to estimate the multipath channel parameters are discussed.



Then an iterative channel estimation technique is proposed. The technique is developed to
work well with the pilot sub-carrier schemes imposed by DOCSIS 3.1 standard. Further-
more, it is shown that the performance of the iterative technique can be improved without
increasing its complexity by applying the log-domain peak detection algorithm developed in

Chapter 4.

Chapter 6 includes a manuscript that proposes a scheme to transmit OFDM signals
without CP. The manuscript first evaluates the performance degradation of conventional
OFDM systems without CP or with insufficient CP. Then it will show that using Nyquist
filters for the reconstruction/anti-aliasing filters and making them matched would eliminate
the ISI caused by band-limiting and there would be no need to use CP. Lastly, a novel TEQ is
introduced to efficiently inverse the multipath channel in the time-domain and significantly
suppress ISI due to the multipath channel. By incorporating the proposed scheme, simulation
results show that the DOCSIS 3.1 down-link transmission can obtain maximum throughput

under certain multipath channel conditions.

Finally, Chapter 7 summarizes the contributions of this thesis and suggests potential

research problems for future works.



2. Digital Communication Systems

This thesis is concerned with signal processing of cable network communications. To
provide background knowledge and motivation for research problems addressed in this thesis,
this chapter discusses the basics of digital communication systems using single-carrier QAM

and multi-carrier OFDMA.

2.1 Single-Carrier Quadrature Amplitude Modulation (SC-QAM)

Figure 2.1 illustrates main signal processing components of the transmitter and receiver
in a digital SC-QAM system. It should be noted that the illustration is simplified and

synchronization modules, such as timing, frequency and phase recovery, are not shown.

At first, the data bits to be transmitted are packed into symbols using a QAM mapping
module. With quadrature amplitude modulation (QAM), every ¢ bits are mapped into a
symbol represented by a complex value consisting of an in-phase (I) component, v;[n], and a
quadrature (Q) component, vg[n|. For ¢ input bits, there are 29 possible symbols, denoted
as s;, © = 0,1,...,27 — 1, which can be visualized on a 2-dimensional complex plane. The
resulting illustration is often referred to as a constellation diagram. Fig 2.2 shows examples
of quadrature phase shift keying (QPSK, i.e., 4-QAM), 8-QAM, 16-QAM and 32-QAM
constellations, which deliver ¢ = 2, 3, 4 and 5 bits per symbol, respectively. Moreover, the
average energy per symbol of the transmitted signal is proportional to the average energy of
the constellation, which can be computed as the average of the squared distances, measured

from the origin, of all symbols in the constellation plot. It is given as

29-1

1
E. = > sl (2.1)
=0
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Figure 2.1 Simplified block diagram of a SC-QAM system.

The bandwidth efficiency of a communication link may be increased by using a denser
constellation. However, since the average energy of the constellation is typically constrained
to a fixed amount, the constellation points must be closer together and thus are more sus-
ceptible to noise and other impairments. This results in a higher bit error rate (BER). Thus,
in general, for the same average constellation energy, a higher-order QAM can deliver more
data than a lower-order QAM but less reliably. With the help of the impulse modulators,
the in-phase and quadrature values at the output of the QAM mappers are represented as
trains of impulses, > 7 _ vf[n]o(t — nTiym) and Y2 vg[n]d(t — nTyym), where Ty, is
the symbol period in seconds. These trains of impulses are passed through pulse shaping

filters, which have impulse response hrx(t) as indicated in Fig. 2.1. The pulse shaping filters
are low-pass filters required to limit the bandwidth of transmitted signals to 6 MHz!. The

L As specified for North America DOCSIS channels [C2.1], or 8 MHz according to the Europe DOCSIS.
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Figure 2.2 QAM symbol constellations.

outputs of the pulse shaping filters are continuous time-signals, one for the in-phase (I) and

one for the quadrature (Q) channel. These signals can be expressed as

SL’I(t> = Z;:O:—oo (U} [n} th(t — nTSym) (22)

2q(t) = 2202 o vo[nlhrx (t — nTeym). (2:3)

Then the outputs of the pulse shaping filters are multiplied (i.e., modulated) with a pair of
sinusoidal carriers, which have frequency f. and differ in phase by 7/2 radians, i.e., sine and
cosine signals. The two modulated carriers are then added together, generating a band-pass

radio frequency (RF) signal z,(t). That is

24 (t) = x1(t) cos(2m fot) + xq(t) sin(2nm fet). (2.4)

11



The RF signal is sent across the cable channel. In case there is no channel impairment,
i.e., Yq(t) = x4(t), the demodulation process at the receiver starts with down-converting the
received RF signal to baseband. This is done by multiplying y,(t) with quadrature carriers.

The resulting in-phase signal is

yi(t) = ya(t)2cos(2mf.t)
= x1(t) cos(2m fot)2 cos(2m fot) + xq(t) sin(2 f.t)2 cos (27 f.t)

= x1(t) + x1(t) cos(4m fot) + xq(t) sin(4n fet), (2.5)

and the quadrature signal is

yo(t) = ya(t)2sin(2mfot)
= 21(t) cos(2m fot)2sin(27 fot) + wq(t) sin(2 f.t)2 sin(27 f,t)

= xq(t) — zq(t) cos(4m f.t) + x1(t) sin(4n fet). (2.6)

The first terms of (2.5) and (2.6) are the useful baseband components, whereas the second
and third terms are high-frequency components centering at 2f.. In order to remove those
high-frequency components, low-pass filters are applied. In practice, the low-pass filters are
called matched filters, which are identical to the pulse-shaping filter if its impulse response
is an even function, i.e. hrx(t)= hrx(—t) = hrx(t). While the pulse shaping filter serves
the purpose of keeping only a baseband signal, the matched filter is important to mitigate
distortions that occur in the transmission/reception process, such as AWGN noise and inter-

symbol-interference (ISI).

The signals at the outputs of the matched filters can be written as

ur(t) = yi(t) * hrx(t) = 21(t) * hrx (1)

= ) wilkJhrx(t — kTigm) * hrx (1)
k=—o00
= i vilk]hrr(t = KToym), (2.7)

12



ug(t) =yq(t) * hrx(t) = xq(t) * hrx(t)
= ) wolklhrx(t — kTym) * hax(£)(1)
= > wvqlklhrr(t — kTiym), (2.8)

where hrr(t) = hrx(t) * hrx(t) is the impulse response of the equivalent filter obtained by
cascading the pulse shaping filter with the matched filter. At sampling time ¢ = nTg,, the
sampler’s outputs are

o)

afn] =), =ullhw@©)+ Y ulklhr((n— k) Tym), (2.9)
k=—o00, k#n
doln] = uq(t)],_yp. . = valnlhmr(0) + D volklhrr((n — k)Tym).  (2.10)
k=—00, k#n
1.2 T T T T T T T
1F A \ -
// \ hTR[n]
\

0.8 [ hrr(t) // \\ i
< 06 / \\ -
Z / \
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Figure 2.3 Zero-ISI condition on the samples of hrr(t) at the sampling times.

The second terms in (2.9) and (2.10) represents ISI. In order to suppress the ISI, the
cascade of the pulse shaping and matched filters must satisfy the Nyquist criterion [C2.2],

which states that the samples of the pulse at interval Ty, i.e. hrr[n] = hrgr(t)] i TUSY
=Nlsym

13



be 1 at n = 0 and zero at all other sampling times. This is illustrated in Fig. 2.3.

Let Hrx(f) and Hgrx(f) be the frequency responses of the pulse shaping and matched

filters, respectively, i.e.,

Hex(f) <5 hrx(t), (2.11)

Hpx(f) < hex(), (2.12)

where F denotes Fourier transform pair and f is frequency in Hz. In many communication
systems, including DOCSIS, the pulse-shaping and matched filters are typically selected so
that

Hrx(f)Hrx(f) = Hre(f), (2.13)

where Hro(f) is a raised cosine filter. A raised cosine filter is a Nyquist filter and is defined

in the frequency domain as follows:

(
L for \f| < 2T5ym
Hro(f) = 1§ [1+cos (= (171 = 322 )], for 22 < |f] < o522 (2.14)
0, otherwise,
(

where 3 is the roll-off factor of the raised-cosine filter and T4y, is the symbol period. Fig. 2.4
and Fig. 2.5 show frequency and impulse responses of the raised-cosine filters with various

roll-off factors, respectively. Observe that the raised-cosine filter has a limited bandwidth of

1+B

Ty and its impulse response crosses zero at integer multiples of the sampling time.

In order to design Hrx(f) and Hrx(f) to satisfy the zero-ISI criterion, a natural approach
is to attempt to maximize the signal-to-noise ratio [C2.2]. This can be accomplished by

choosing Hrx(f) and Hgx(f) to be square-root raised-cosine (SRRC) filters, i.e.,

Hrx(f) = Hrx(f) = v/ Hre(f) (2.15)
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Figure 2.4 Frequency responses of raised-cosine filters with various roll-off factors.
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Figure 2.5 Impulse responses of raised-cosine filters with various roll-off factors.

It can be shown that the impulse response of a SRRC filter is given by [C2.2]

(46t Tsym) cos[m(1 + B)t/Toym] + sin[n (1 — 5)t/Tiym]
hrx(t) = hrx(t) = (7t Teym)[1 — (48t /Tiym)?] (2.16)
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The time waveform of the above impulse response is plotted in Fig. 2.6 for various roll-off
factors. Note that for any S # 0, the SRRC waveform does not go to zero at nonzero integer

multiples of Tiyy,.
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Figure 2.6 Impulse responses of SRRC filters with various roll-off factors.

To facilitate mathematical representation and analysis, the in-phase and quadrature sig-
nals can be combined into a complex signal, where the in-phase component corresponds
to the real part and the quadrature component corresponds to the imaginary part of the
complex signal. For instant, the QAM symbols can be expressed as v[n| = vi[n] + jug[n],
where j = v/—1. Accordingly, the sampler’s outputs in (2.9) and (2.10) can be collectively

represented as

i[n] = ti[n] + jign] = > vlkhrc((n — k) Tiym).- (2.17)
k=—o00
An example of symbol recovery with the raised cosine pulse and when vn] = +1 (i.e.,

real BPSK constellation) is given in Fig. 2.7. It should be noted that the symbol recovery
is perfect since no channel impairments are taken into account. The impact of channel

impairments on symbol recovery performance will be discussed in the next sections.
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Figure 2.7 Ilustration of symbol recovery with raised-cosine pulse.
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2.1.1 Channel impairments

The cable network is not an ideal channel. Instead it contains various impairments that
can be harmful for data transmission. The following sections discuss the main impairments,

which must be taken into account in designing a communication system.

Additive White Gaussian Noise

Additive white gaussian noise (AWGN) is the most fundamental imperfection that any
electronic communication system has to face with. The reason is that thermal noise is created
by the virtue of the movement of the electrons in the electronic circuits used for processing
the received signal. This thermal noise is random in nature. Another noise source is spurious
transmission from adjacent channels. Although such noise is not totally random, it can’t be

determined at the receiver and is usually treated/approximated as AWGN.

Taking AWGN into account, the RF input signal can be written as
Ya(t) = x4(t) + w(t). (2.18)

The AWGN process w(t) is modeled as having the amplitude following a Gaussian probability
density function and a constant (white) power spectral density of % Watts/Hz. Simple
mathematical manipulations show that the sampler’s output for the SC-QAM system under
the presence of AWGN is

iln] = Y v[klhre((n = k) Tym) + wln), (2.19)
k=—0oc0
where w[n| is an independent and identically distributed (i.i.d) complez Gaussian process

with zero mean and variance Ny, i.e., w[n] ~ CN(0, Ny).

The impact of AWGN on a SC-QAM system has been studied thoroughly in the literature
[C2.2, C2.3]. In fact, AWGN is the most fundamental limiting factor on the performance of
a digital communication system, which is commonly measured in terms of the bit error rate

(BER). The signal-to-noise ratio, commonly measured as SNR = E /Ny, is directly related
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Figure 2.8 Scatter plot of 16-QAM signals with AWGN (SNR = 16 dB).

to the BER. For an M-QAM constellation with Gray mapping [C2.2], the BER of the system
under an AWGN channel can be approximated as [C2.3, C2.2]

1 3 SNR

Py~2(1—— N 2.2
where Q(-) is the Q-function, defined as the tail probability of the standard normal distri-

bution:

Q) = \/Lz_w /:O exp(—t?/2)dt. (2.21)

Fig. 2.8 shows the scatter plot of 16-QAM received symbols under the effect of AWGN
when SNR = 16 dB. There are 3000 samples on the scatter plot, each of them is represented

using its in-phase and quadrature values, i.e., 01[n] and 0g[n]. To ease visualization, symbols
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Figure 2.9 BER versus SNR for various QAM constellations.

that correspond to a constellation point are distinguished by a unique combination of color
and marker shape. The dashed lines on the figure show the decision boundaries for 16-
QAM. Note that the sample points in the scatter plot do not lie exactly on the transmitted
constellation points as shown in Fig. 2.2 for 16-QAM. Instead there are 16 clusters of points
centered around the ideal 16-QAM points because of AWGN. Note that there are few points

that crossed decision boundaries, thus causing errors.

Fig. 2.9 plots the theoretical BER versus SNR for various QAM constellation: QPSK,
16-QAM, 64-QAM and 256-QAM. It can be seen that for a given BER level, say 1075, the
additional SNR required to send two more bits per transmitted symbol approaches 6 dB.
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Timing Offset

Timing offset refers to the error in the sampling moment at the digital receiver. As
discussed and shown in Fig. 2.1, the sampler at the receiver must sample the filtered signal
at precise time instants ¢ = n7y,, in order to recover the transmitted symbols without ISI. In
a real-world system, there are many factors that contribute to sampling moment uncertainty.
For instant, the travel time of an electrical signal from a transmitter to a receiver, which
depends on the cable length and cable network setup, is generally unknown at the receiver.
In addition, every analog and digital filter in the system adds some amount of delay to the
signal. Therefore, the arrival time of the signal must be estimated every time the receiver
is turned on. The difference between the actual and estimated times of arrival is generally

referred to as timing offset or timing phase.

Taking into account the timing offset, the RF input signal can be written as

Ya(t) = zo(t — AL) + w(t), (2.22)

where At is the timing offset in seconds. Then the input/output relationship of an SC-QAM
system with timing offset and AWGN can be written as

oln] = > v[klha((n — k) Tym) + wln], (2.23)
where
ha(t) = hre(t — At), (2.24)

which is the equivalent impulse response with timing offset. With a perfect channel, i.e.,
At = 0, ha(t) would be that of a perfect Nyquist pulse shape with uniformly-spaced zero
crossings, similar to that shown in Fig. 2.5. In that case, if the response is sampled at the
optimum point (i.e., at the peak), the recovered symbols will not have interference from

others.

However, if the sampling time has a small error, then the sampled value is affected by

interference from other symbols, (i.e., ISI) as illustrated in Fig. 2.10. The figure shows the
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Figure 2.10 Illustration of signal samples containing ISI for timing offset At =
0.2 Tyym.

transmission of 6 consecutive QAM symbols, shaped by the RC pulse with § = 0.25. The
solid lines represent the analog pulses, where pulses modulated by different QAM symbols
are marked with different colors. The markers denote discrete samples taken by the sampler.
It can be seen that, if there is a non-zero timing offset, the signal sample contains not only
the desired signal component, but also ISI components from adjacent transmitted symbols.
The reason for the phenomenon is that bandwidth-efficient signaling pulses (such as the RC
pulse shown in Fig. 2.5) extends over many symbol intervals (theoretically, infinite number
of symbol intervals). Therefore, in the presence of a timing offset, the tails of pulses due to

previous and future symbols corrupt the current decision variable.

Fig. 2.11 shows the scatter plot of 16-QAM received symbols with timing offset At =
0.274y,, and under zero AWGN condition. There are 1000 samples on the scatter plot.
Observe that a large amount of samples cross the decision boundary, implying very poor

detection performance.
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Figure 2.11 Scatter plot of 16-QAM signals with timing offset At = 0.27,, and
zero AWGN.

Fig. 2.12 plots the BER versus SNR performance for 16-QAM signal with various timing
offsets. It can be seen that the detection performance of SC-QAM is very sensitive to timing
offset. Specifically any timing error greater than 0.057%,, would significantly increase the

BER.

Multipath Channel

A multipath channel is a channel in which the signals from the transmitter reach the
receiver by two or more paths, including a main/direct path and possibly several echo paths.
This happens because imperfections in the coaxial cable network cause impedance mis-

matches and non-linear characteristics. Echo paths delay and attenuate the transmitted
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Figure 2.12 BER versus SNR for 16-QAM signal with various timing offset.

signal, creating replicas of the main signal at the receiver. Each path in the multipath chan-
nel is characterized by a gain factor «; and an associated delay 7; normalized to the symbol
duration Tiyy,. The impulse response of the multipath channel is given by
Np—1
he(t) = > aid(t — 7Tiym) (2.25)
i=0

where 0(+) is the Dirac delta function and N, is the number of paths in the multipath channel.

It follows that the input/output relationship of an SC-QAM system under multipath
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channel, timing offset and AWGN can be shown as

ofn] = > v[klhe((n = k)T — At) + win], (2.26)
where N
he(t) = hro(t) = he(t) = Y a; hro(t = 7Tym) (2.27)

is the impulse response of the equivalent band-limited multipath channel.

Fig. 2.13 shows an example of h.(t) corresponding to a multipath channel with 2 paths:
a main path and an echo path. The echo path has the gain factor of —10 dB relative to
the main path and its delay is 1.874,, relative to the main path. It can be seen that the
multipath effect distorts the RC pulse and thus the Nyquist zero-ISI criterion is not fulfilled.

1 T T T T T
— — — Main path
0.8 \ Echo path | 1
—h,(t)

0.6

0.4

0.2

-0.2

0.4 I I I I I I

Normalized time (t/Tgym)

Figure 2.13 Impulse response of an equivalent single-echo multipath channel,
he(t) = hre(t) + Fshro(t — 1L8T4m).

Fig. 2.14 shows the ISI effect caused by the multipath channel, even when there is zero
timing offset (i.e., perfect timing). As before, the figure shows the transmission of 6 consec-

utive QAM symbols, indicated by different colors. Since there is no timing offset, the output
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Figure 2.14 ISI caused by the multipath channel.

of the sampler is the sum of all values indicated by the markers located at time ¢t = nTg,.
As can be seen, because of the multipath channel, the sampled signal contains interference

from adjacent symbols.

Fig. 2.15 shows a scatter plot of 16-QAM signals under the single-echo channel described
in Fig. 2.15. Even when the channel has no noise and timing error, the scatter plot shows
many symbol errors. To further evaluate the impact of echo on the detection performance,
Fig. 2.16 plots the BER versus SNR of 16-QAM for several single-echo channels. The echo
delay is set at 1.87T, with respect to the main path, while the echo power is varied for —30,
—20, —15 and —10 dB in relative to the power of the main path. It can be seen that, if
the ISI is treated as noise, it will severely reduce the SNR of the system hence increasing
the BER. Therefore, in order to recover the transmitted symbols properly, it is necessary to
remove most of the ISI from the sampled signal. For this to be done, the characteristics of
the multipath channel must be tracked and an equalizer must be employed to inverse the

multipath channel effect. The principle of an equalizer will be discussed in the next section.
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Figure 2.15 Scatter plot of 16-QAM signals under the multipath channel specified
in Fig. 2.13.

2.1.2 Digital implementation of SC-QAM systems

Today almost all of the signal processing of analog signals is done in the digital domain.
The first rule of system design seems to be “get the signal into the digital domain as soon
as possible and do as much signal processing in the digital domain as is possible”. Following

this rule, Fig. 2.17 shows a practical implementation of a SC-QAM system.

Digital SRRC Filters

Perhaps the digital SRRC pulse shaping filter is the most important part of the digital
SC-QAM transmitter. Digital implementation of the pulse shaping filter requires the filter

to run at a rate higher than the symbol rate Fyy, = 1/T5m. It is because the roll-off factor
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Figure 2.16 BER versus SNR for 16-QAM signal under a single-echo channel with
various echo powers.

3 causes an excess bandwidth in the amount of /Ty, (see (2.14) and Fig. 2.4). In general,
digital SRRC filters run at sampling rate Fy = LFy,,, which is an integer multiple of the
symbol rate. In particular, the ideal digital pulse shaping filter is an infinite-length SRRC

filter with the following frequency response

Hrx(e™) = Hggrre(e)
(
e I, for |w| < @
= e_jw\/% [1+c0s (% (%—1+B>)}, for —““Em < Jw| < —”(1;5)
\ 0, otherwise,

(2.28)
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Figure 2.17 Block diagram of a digital SC-QAM system.

where w is digital frequency in radians/sample, ¢ is phase delay and L is the ratio of the

sampling rate to the symbol rate, i.e., L = Fy/Fyn,.

The simplest method to obtain the impulse response of an SRRC filter by taking the
inverse discrete-time Fourier transform of (2.28). Such an impulse response has a “sinc-
like” shape. Therefore, it cannot be implemented exactly in practice, unless the “sinc-like”
function is truncated on both sides. As such, the coefficients for a causal FIR filter are

obtained by taking the Ng values of the theoretical SRRC impulse response closest to n = 0.
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Figure 2.18 Impulse response and magnitude frequency response of a length-41

truncated SRRC filter.

The result is a sample-space truncated impulse response, given by

(

%(1_54_%)’ forn:NF2—1
%[(1—%%)811& (ﬁ)—k(l—%cos (ﬁ))}, forn:NFQAi%
hrx[n] = { sin <”(1_5}J(”_‘15)> + 45(2—@) oS (w(1+,62(n—¢>)) f 0<n< Np—1,
or
N2 ,
m(n = @) [1—(M)} no Mol g Necl g L
0 otherwise.
\
(2.29)

Np—1

where ¢ = is delay in samples of the truncated FIR filter.

2
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Fig. 2.18 plots the impulse response of a truncated SRRC filter as well as the magnitude
frequency responses of the ideal and truncated SRRC filters. The filter parameters are
£ = 0.12 and L = 4, and the length of the truncated filter is Np = 41. Truncation of

the ideal impulse response results in the presence of non-zero out-of-band power in the

148

frequency domain, i.e., the pulse shaping filter’s spectrum is no longer zero for |f| > 57>.
sym

Furthermore, truncation of the theoretical SRRC impulse response causes ISI because the
pulse shaping and the corresponding matched filter are no longer perfectly matched. One
objective of this research is to address these practical issues faced in the design of a SRRC
pulse shaping filter. A solution for a cost-effective design of SRRC pulse shaping filters will
be presented in Chapter 3.

As seen in Fig. 2.17, the pair of sinusoidal carriers, generated by a digital numerically
controlled oscillator (NCO) [C2.4], is used to up-convert the outputs of the pulse shaping
filters to pass-band. Then a digital-to-analog converter (DAC) is employed to convert the
digital pass-band signal to an analog RF signal. The sample-and-hold at the output of a
practical DAC causes aliasing, therefore a reconstruction filter Hrg(f), which is typically an
analog low-pass filter, is employed to smooth the sample-and-hold signals coming from the

DAC.

Digital Timing Offset Estimator

In order to synchronize the receiver to the transmitter, an important step is to detect
the timing offset. After the timing offset is estimated, the estimated timing information
is passed to the sampler. The sampler is a filter that interpolates between the receiver’s
samples [C2.5, C2.6]. The purpose is to produce samples as close to the sampling moment

established at the transmitter as possible.

There are two types of timing offset estimator, which use feedback or feed-forward struc-
tures to perform the timing estimation task. A timing estimator that uses a feedback loop
is called a feedback timing detector. An alternative to the feedback structure is the feed-
forward structure. The main difference is that the feed-forward timing offset estimator

produces an estimate of the timing offset independently of the size of the offset, whereas
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Figure 2.19 Typical structure of a feed-forward timing offset estimator circuit.

the feedback timing offset estimator produces an error signal, which can be of large variance
when the offset is large. This error signal is used in a feedback loop to adjust the sampling
and ultimately find the correct timing [C2.7]. It should be noted that, the feedback loop
suffers the ills of stochastic descent algorithms, one of which is hangups [C2.8]. Hangups
cause the estimation to dwell on incorrect sample points for short period of times, thereby

lengthening estimation times [C2.7].

Feedback timing estimation techniques are not investigated within the scope of this thesis.
Instead, the thesis focuses on a feed-forward timing estimation method, which is well-suited
for burst-mode transmission in the DOCSIS upstream direction [C2.9]. A typical structure
of a feed-forward timing offset estimator circuit is shown in Fig. 2.19. Since timing detection
is independent of the carrier frequency, the NCOs and frequency up/down-convert blocks

are omitted from the figure for simplicity.

Timing detection starts with sending a burst packet that contains preamble symbols,
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bm] , m = 0,1,...,M — 1, to the receiver. At the receiver, timing estimation can be
accomplished by locating the occurrence of the preamble packet. In general, packet detection
method chooses a pseudo-random noise sequence as a preamble [C2.10], which has an auto-
correlation function with low side-lobes. In particular, the auto-correlation function of the

preamble sequence is defined as [C2.11]

)
SSME )b im 4+ k], 0<k<M-—1

m=0

Rkl = R [—k], —M+1<k<0 (2.30)

0, otherwise.
(

Good sequences for timing offset estimation have impulse-like auto-correlation functions. In
practice, the auto-correlation function has a main lobe that is tall and narrow but not an
impulse, and has non-zero side lobes that are well below the peak of the main lobe. Preamble
sequences with very good auto-correlation properties can be found in [C2.12] and its refer-
ences. The ratio between the peak and side lobe powers, which is called the merit factor, is
approximately proportional to the length of the preamble sequence. Because synchronization
systems with larger merit factors are more immune to noise, longer preamble sequences are

desirable.

In order to limit the bandwidth occupied by the preamble sequence, the preamble se-
quence blm|, m =0,1,..., M — 1, is up-sampled by a factor of L by zero-stuffing to obtain
the sequence z[n]. Then z[n], n = 0,1,..., ML — 1, is passed through the pulse shaping
filter to become the transmitted signal. The signal propagates through the channel, eventu-
ally reaching the receiver. At the receiver, a matched filter is applied to the received signal
in order to reject adjacent channel interference, limit noise power and most importantly, to

reduce ISI.

Denote the output of the matched filter as y[n|, n =0,1,..., ML—1. Then the preamble
packet detection is accomplished by employing a preamble correlator. Since the upsampled
preamble pattern z[n] is known a priori, it can be correlated with the output of the matched

filter y[n]. The correlation between z[n] and y[n| is denoted as R,,[n|, and indicated in
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Fig. 2.19. It is well known that, for any two band-limited analog signals, they can be
sampled then correlated, or correlated then sampled [C2.3], since both ways give the same
result. Therefore, it can be shown that R,,[n] is the sampled version of an analog correlation

signal, denoted as R,,(t), with sampling duration Ty, i.e., Ryy[n] = Ryy(t)] P

1.2 ] I n I
frac  fractional Ry [n]
xy

I delay

0.8

Amplitudes

0
\// npeak o 1 npeak npﬁak + 1 \k
0.2 F =

Normalized time (t/T5)

Figure 2.20 Signals generated by analog and digital correlators.

Fig. 2.20 shows the signals generated by analog and digital correlators. The timing offset
can be estimated by locating the peak of the output of the analog correlator, as shown in the
figure. The problem is the correlation is performed digitally to get R,,[n], as illustrated in
Fig. 2.19, which provides samples of the analog correlation at times t = nTs. In general, the
timing offset contains an integer component and a fractional component, normalized to the
sampling duration 7Ts. While the integer component can be easily detected by locating the
peak of R,,[n|, i.e., Npeax, estimating the fractional component is not as easy, because it is
unlikely that a sample point will coincide with the peak of the analog correlator. Therefore
the digital interpolating peak detector circuit, which is also shown in Fig. 2.19, is needed to

estimate the fractional timing component, denoted as ng,. as shown in Fig. 2.20. Eventually
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the estimated timing offset in seconds can be obtained as Tpeak = (Npeak + Nirac)Ls-

A simple, but inaccurate estimation for the location of the peak in the analog signal is the
location of the largest sample. This method has a resolution of £+ 1/2 the sampling interval.
The brute force method of improving the accuracy is to first up-sample the signal and then
locate the sample largest in magnitude. Clearly, the accuracy will be improved by the up-
sampling factor. Up-sampling is a well-known process [C2.13, C2.14] whose implementation
has been well explored [C2.15]. Even with efficient implementation, up-sampling is relatively

expensive.

Another approach is to approximate the analog signal in the vicinity of its peak with
a parameterized analog function. Any class of function can be used providing one of the
parameters is the location of its peak. The parameter of interest, which is the location of the
peak, is calculated using samples in the vicinity of the peak. One such function suggested
in [C2.13] is a concave down parabola given by f(t) = a + ¢(t — Tpeax)?, Where Tpeax is the
parameter of interest. Since the function has three parameters, three digital samples in the
vicinity of the peak are required to calculate T,eac. This particular function has been used

for peak location in many different applications [C2.14, C2.15, C2.16, C2.17, C2.18].

Since the parabolic function is the second order Taylor series expansion about the peak
of the analog signal, it will be very accurate providing the three digital samples used to
compute T,eax are in close proximity to the peak. The shape of the function approximating
the analog signal would be more accurate if a third or fourth-order Taylor series expansion
is used. However, four or five samples would be needed to calculate 7,e,x and the additional
samples used to find 7eax would be located farther from 7,c.k, perhaps outside the region

where the 3'¢ or 4" order function is a good approximation.

Chapter 4 of this thesis investigates the quality of two-parameter functions for approx-
imating the signal in the vicinity of its peak. For timing offset estimation and some other
applications [C2.19], a two-parameter function can very accurately model the analog signal
in the vicinity of its peak. It will be explained later that the complexity of the calculation

of Tpeak 1s comparable to that of using a parabolic function, if the two-parameter function is
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restricted to a class where its logarithm is nearly linear in the vicinity of the peak.

Equalizer

As previously discussed, there are factors/imperfections that give rise to ISI in a digital

SC-QAM system:

1. Truncation of digital pulse shaping and matched filters.
2. Error in timing offset estimation.

3. Echoes in the multipath channel.

As such, the receivers in DOCSIS systems typically employ equalizers to suppress most of the
ISI caused by the aforementioned imperfections, so that the received signal can be accurately

demodulated and de-mapped into data bits.

The problem of ISI corrupting a received signal and causing degradation to the overall
system performance is certainly not unique to the DOCSIS upstream channel. In fact, equal-
ization techniques which are capable of mitigating the effects of ISI have been well-studied
in open literature [C2.4, C2.20]. The DOCSIS system that employs SC-QAM modulation
does not explicitly specify the type of equalizer, but rather constraints the structure of the
equalizer to be a 24-tap symbol-spaced FIR filter that follows the matched filter [C2.1]. For
the purpose of explaining the working principle of an equalizer and evaluate the system’s
performance, the method of least mean squared (LMS) equalization shall be given as an

example.

Denote h,[n] = h.(t)| i _a, @ the symbol-spaced impulse response of the equivalent
- sym

band-limited channel. Then (2.26) can be express as

~

0[n] = v[n| * h,[n] + wln], (2.31)

where * denotes convolution operation. Let N be the length of i,[n]. Then h, = [h,[0], h.[1],

oy he [Ny — 1]]T contains samples taken from h,(t) at the symbol rate. Assume that h,
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contains the decision point at element h.[x], where k € [0, N;). The decision point is the
location of the tap that is largest in magnitude (see Fig. 2.13). If the impulse response of
the channel is infinite, the vector h, is truncated to length N., where N is sufficiently large

to include 99.9999% of the energy. That is N, is sufficiently large to satisfy

% heli]]
10 log =
”(&ﬂww

) < —60 dB. (2.32)

Prior to equalizing, the normalized ISI power is calculated as follows

D ey |80 D v U7
N T N 2 -

Let g = [9(0),9(1),...,9(23)]" be the coefficients for the 24-tap equalizer. For the
purposes of characterizing ISI with the symbol-spaced equalizer, the main tap of the equalizer
is positioned at ¢(8), as it is a common choice for reducing multi-path channel distortions

in the DOCSIS systems. The coefficients in g are chosen to minimize the mean squared

, where A_,, is a length-(V; 4 23) column vector where all elements

n+8”2

error ||h, xg — A

K48
are zeros except for the (k + 8)™ row , which has the value of 1. Therefore, the optimum

opt

equalizer coefficients, denoted as g°*, can be found by solving

[ h.0) 0 0 o |[go] [0

h(1)  h-(0) 0 0 9(1) 0

: : 0 g(2) 0

h"r T T :

g = argmin (22) ho(21) - (0) ! — , (2.34)

& ||| hr(23) hr(22) h-(1) v(0) 9(8) 1

0 0 hT(N’T - 1) hT(N’T - 2) 9(22) 0

0 0 0 h(N, — 1| g23)] o

= v ——
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where V in (2.34) is a size (N, 4 23) x 24 Toeplitz convolution matrix. It is obvious that

(2.34) is a conventional least squares problem, which can be solved as
g™ =V A, s, (2.35)

where VT is Moore-Penrose pseudo-inverse matrix of V2. The above means that the equalizer
coefficients are the elements of the (k + 8)™ row of V*. The ISI power after equalization

can be approximated with high-precision by

P = Vg™ — Ay s (2.36)

To illustrate the effectiveness of LMS equalization, consider the multipath channel de-
scribed in Fig. 2.13. The corresponding symbol-spaced discrete-time impulse response of the
channel is h.[n] = h.(t)] jmnTyy, 20 it s plotted in Fig. 2.21-(a). Such discrete-time impulse
response shows a main tap located at x = 10 along with several non-zero taps, which are
created by the echo in h,(t) that is 1.874,,, away from the main path. The ISI power prior
to the equalization is determined to be —10.3 dB, which is quite high and could significantly
degrade the BER performance. Fig. 2.21-(b) plots 24 taps of the LMS equalizer g[n], which
is used to reverse the multipath channel effect. The impulse response of the cascade of the
multipath channel and the equalizer, i.e., h;[n] * g[n], is shown in Fig. 2.21-(c), which ap-
pears almost like an impulse. Nevertheless, a close inspection of the samples of h,[n] * g[n]
reveal that there are small but non-zero samples, which contribute to the residual ISI after
equalization. The power of the residual ISI is determined to be —81.8 dB, which is much less
than —10.3 dB before equalization. Thus, the LMS equalizer has successfully removed the
majority of ISI power. The scatter plot of signal samples after applying the LMS equalizer
is shown in Fig. 2.22 and one can see almost a perfect 16-QAM constellation, which gives

another visual confirmation of the effectiveness of the LMS equalizer.

2This pseudo-inverse can be computed with Matlab function pinv().

38



a) Channel impulse response

T T T T
1 o) .
P =-10.3 dB
= ost -
=
) T
Y o) o) o o o) @ o) o) o o o)
O r A A4 A A A4 A A4 4 A G) U A A A 4 A4 A A4 4 )
1 1 1 1
0 5 10 15 20
n
b) Equalizer taps
T T T T
1k o} i
oS '
SN
1 1 1 1
0 5 10 15 20
n
c¢) Equalized channel impulse response
T T T T T T T T T
s ® .
=B Pis1 = —81.1 dB
) L i
5 05
=
<
O \ﬁf\f\f\uuﬁf\uf\ﬁﬁvf\f\f\ f\ﬁf'\f'\ﬁﬁuf\f\vuﬁuuf\ﬁuuf\uvﬁﬁuuﬁﬁﬁ )
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45

Figure 2.21 LMS equalization example for the multipath channel specified
Fig. 2.13.
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equalization.

41



Fig. 2.23 plots the BER versus SNR for 16-QAM signal under an AWGN channel (i.e.,
without multipath components) and the multipath channel specified in Fig. 2.13 for the
cases with and without equalization. It can be seen that the LMS equalizer almost perfectly
removes the multipath channel effect as the BER performance under the multipath channel

obtained with the help of the LMS equalizer is almost as good as the BER performance
under an AWGN channel.

It should be pointed out that a longer equalizer can help suppress ISI better, thus enhance
the detection performance at the cost of a more complex equalizer. In practice, the length
of the equalizer must be at least equal to the channel’s delay spread, which is the delay of
the longest echo in relative to the main path. The 24-tap equalizer employed for DOCSIS
system prior to version 3.1 is shown to be good enough for cable channels [C2.4] in the sense

that the residual ISI power is considerably less than the AWGN power.

Complexity of the equalizer becomes more problematic when designers try to increase
the data rate. For example, if one tries to send data twice as fast by doubling the symbol
rate, then it would require reducing the symbol duration Ty, by half. This means that for
the same physical channel with the same delay spread, the equalizer should have twice the
number of taps as before, i.e., 48 taps. As a consequence, the complexity of the equalizer,

which relies on matrix inversion operation (2.34), is at least quadruply increased.

Because of the equalizer’s complexity issue for high-speed transmission, SC-QAM is not
a good candidate for wide-band systems. For that reason, SC-QAM is being replaced by
multi-carrier OFDM in the current and next versions of the DOCSIS standard. Details about
OFDM/OFDMA are given in the next section.
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2.2 Multi-Carrier OFDMA
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Figure 2.24 Example of SC-QAM (CMs 1 and 2) and OFDMA (CMs 3, 4 and 5)

Compared to prior versions of DOCSIS, the unique feature of DOCSIS 3.1 is that OFDM
is used for downstream transmissions and OFDMA is used for upstream transmissions. Al-
though OFDM and OFDMA both partition a wideband channel into a multiplicity of over-
lapping narrow subcarriers, they differ in how the subcarriers are allocated to transmitters.
In OFDM, a single device transmits data on all of the subcarriers in the channel, which is well
suited to the broadcast nature of downstream traffic, in which a single CMTS sends data to
multiple CMs. In constrast, OFDMA allows multiple transmitters (CMs) to simultaneously

transmit on disjoint sets of subcarriers.

OFDMA offers a significant complexity reduction and increased flexibility in supporting
multiple users as compared to SC-QAM. As illustrated in Fig. 2.24, unlike SC-QAM systems
where each CM occupies a bandwidth of 6 MHz, OFDMA allows all CMs to share a large
bandwidth of 96 MHz. The large bandwidth consists of 1900 or 3800 very-narrow-bandwidth
sub-carriers, with a sub-carrier spacing of either 50 kHz or 25 kHz, depending on the trans-
mission mode. Each of these sub-carriers is used to transmit a small percentage of the total
payload at a low data rate. This implementation allows different amounts of bandwidth to

be given to different CMs based on their current demands.

Another advantage of OFDMA is the ability to adapt to the multipath channel and
other severe channel conditions. By splitting the bandwidth into extremely-narrow-band

sub-carriers, each sub-carrier typically experiences what is known as “flat fading”, making
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the equalization process relatively simple. This is very different from a SC-QAM signal
that occupies a wide bandwidth and is susceptible to distortion across the full bandwidth.
Moreover, flexibility in channel resource allocation allows OFDMA to avoid bad parts of the

spectrum by simply turning off sub-carriers at those locations.

While OFDMA systems have been studied for many years, the DOCSIS 3.1 standard is
unique in that it combines OFDMA with very high-order modulation schemes (up to 16384-
QAM). Furthermore, cable plants generate a number of channel impairments, some of which
differ from impairments in wireless OFDMA systems which are typically discussed in the

literature.

Consider the OFDMA system shown in Fig. 2.25, in which the frequency translat-
ing up/down-converters are omitted for simplification. This system is referred to as the
baseband-equivalent system. The channel bandwidth is divided into N sub-carriers, M of
which are used for data transmission and assigned QAM symbols X[m], m =0,1,..., M —1.
As specified in DOCSIS 3.1 [C2.21], there are guard bands at both ends of the allocated
spectrum that cannot be used for data transmission. This restricts the locations of the data

sub-carriers, which are usually centered at the middle of the allocated spectrum.

For OFDMA systems, the two most popular sub-carrier allocation strategies are localized

frequency-division multiple access (L-FDMA) and interleaved frequency-division multiple ac-
cess (I-FDMA). Denote the vector of data sub-carrier indexes as § = [S(0),S(1),...,S(M —

1)], where the elements are related by

S(m)=8(0)+mK, m=0,1,...,M—1. (2.37)

Here S(0) is the start sub-carrier and K is an integer number denoting the sub-carrier

skipping factor. The case K = 1 corresponds to L-FDMA, whereas K > 1 means [-FDMA.

The OFDMA transmitter employs an inverse discrete Fourier transform (IDFT) module
of size N for modulation. DOCSIS 3.1 applies modified IDFT/DFT operations, where sub-
carrier indexing is shifted by —N/2 sub-carriers. Using DOCSIS 3.1 IDFT, the transmitted

44



@
a,
N-point IDFT
7, T, time
Guardband{o : 2(0)71 -
X[0] —»jso ]
E : +CP | x,[n] x, (1)
3 X[1] —> s & > DAC h (¢)
= : ¢
@ : P/S
CQ‘;; X[M —1] —» so+ma-1k
Guardband{o : N Ts
N-point DFT
> Oﬁ
w(t) -1 £ %
_ S(O{ 1—x Y[O] = X[O]
S0) g "
0] y,n] | -CP REEE 2R X[
ADC | » & S(0)+K 5.73 ——
»> : == A
S/P - YIM-1]| 88 | X[M-1]
S(0)+(M-DK > jon I
T I £
s > N1
A
'y
Channel Flk]
estimator k=0,1,...,N-1

Figure 2.25 Baseband-equivalent OFDMA system model.
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time-domain samples are written as

M-1 .
1 j2m(S(m) — N/Q)n)
rgn| = — X|m|ex , 2.38
il = 7 22 Ximexp (2T 29
where n = 0,1,..., N — 1 is the sample index. One OFDMA symbol contains N samples,

which are sent out to the channel at sampling rate F.

Although OFDMA does not suffer from ISI degradation due to imperfect matching be-
tween the pulse shaping and matched filters as in SC-QAM systems, the multipath channel

can still cause ISI. To combat ISI in the receiver, a cyclic prefix consisting of N¢p samples

from the end of the OFDMA symbol is added to the front of the symbol.

After performing parallel-to-serial (P/S) conversion, the time-domain samples are serially
passed through a DAC clocked at sampling rate F and filtered with an image rejection filter
to generate a continuous-time signal z,(¢). Assuming ideal digital-to-analog conversion, the

continuous-time signal x,(t) can be expressed as

j2n(S(m) = N/2)(t ~ T,
NT,

z,(t) = — X [m]exp ( )) ., 0<t<NT,+T, (239

where T = 1/F is the sampling period and 7}, is the guard interval (in seconds). Given that
the number of CP samples is Ncp, the CP duration is simply 7, = NcpT. It is clear that
after the CP is inserted x,(t) = z,(t + NT}),V t € [0,1,]. It is pointed out that, in practice,

the validity of (2.39) depends on how well the up-conversion is performed.

As previously discussed, the impulse response of the multipath channel is

he(t) = Z a;b(t — 7Ty, (2.40)

where IV, is the number of paths in the multipath channel. Then the continuous-time signal

received at the receiver is the convolution of the transmitted signal and the impulse response
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Figure 2.26 Illustration of ISI-free channel condition.

of the multipath channel, added by thermal noise. That is,

l®) = [ 1zl = 2ar+ ()
b (2.41)
= Z aixa(t - TiTs> + U}(t),

where w(t) is a zero-mean AWGN process. It should be noted that 7 is generally considered
as the coarse timing offset (normalized to the sampling period T}) introduced by error in
detecting the start time of the received OFDMA symbol. There are many coarse timing
estimation techniques, e.g. [C2.22, C2.23, C2.24, C2.25, C2.26], that can detect the start
time of the received OFDMA symbol. After coarse timing recovery, the timing detection

error can be a few samples.

One important factor to consider in a multipath channel is its delay spread. The channel’s
delay spread is defined as the delay of the longest multipath component relative to the
shortest, denoted as €pax = _max (1, — 7). For OFDM/OFDMA systems, delay

spread has a significant impact on ISI, as longer delay spread leads to greater amount of ISI,

as illustrated in Fig. 2.26.

Assume a well designed system where the length of the cyclic prefix is greater than
the channel’s delay spread, i.e., T, = NcpTs > €maxls. This means that Nep > €nax, as

illustrated in Fig. 2.26. To ensure the DFT output is ISI-free, the error in the coarse timing
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detection must not exceed the slack in the CP (see Fig. 2.26). This places the following

constraint on the coarse timing error:

0 S 7o S NCP — €max- (242)

The continuous-time signal is sampled at the receiver with sampling rate F;. The ADC
block shown in Fig. 2.25 is an ideal analog-to-digital converter (ADC), which contains a
band-limiting filter (not shown in the figure) to prevent aliases caused by digital sampling.
After coarse timing detection is performed, the cyclic prefix is removed. The discrete-time
samples, after cyclic prefix removal, are given by

Np—1

=Y aw,(nTo+ Ty —7T) +wn], n=01,... N-1, (243)
t=nTs+Ty i=0

yaln] = 4a(t)

where w(n] is w(t) sampled at ¢t = nT + T, and after it has been band-limited. It is a
discrete-time complex white Gaussian noise process with zero mean and variance 2. To

recover the QAM data, an N-point DFT block transforms the time-domain sequence back

to the frequency-domain:

Vin] = <= 3 sl e ( 2HEU = T2 )
el 21 (S(k) — N/2)(nT, — 7T) '
= 2.2 Q; 2 X|[k] exp (‘7 NT. ) X (2.44)
exp (_3%(3(”}3 - N/Q)”> FWim], m=0,1,...,M—1,
where

w(n] (—ﬂw(8<m) - N/2>n> , (2.45)
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is a complex Gaussian random variable with zero mean and variance o2. Then

Yim] — % SXH Y @Y e (m(‘g(k)N_ S<m>>”> «
k=0 i=0  n=0
exp (—]271'(8(7;1\/2 - N/Z)Ti) - Wim]
= X[m] pz Q; exp <_j27r(8(ﬂ;\2 — N/Q)Ti) + W[m)|
= X[m|H[m] + W[m], (2.46)

where H|[m] is the multipath channel’s frequency response at sub-carrier S(m), given as

Np—1

H[m] = Z Q; exp
i=0

(—j27r(5(77]%\2 — N/Q)Ti) | (2.47)

With the input/output model of (2.46) and assuming the transmitted QAM symbols have
unit average power, i.e., E{|X[m]|*} = 1, the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) of the received

signal is defined as
E{|X [m]H[m]|? Mo, |2
E{|W[m]} =

If the multipath channel’s frequency response is perfectly known at the receiver, data recovery

can be done with a simple single-tap equalizer, given as
X[m] =Y[m|C[m], m=0,1,...,M—1, (2.49)

where C'[m] are complex coefficients that attempt to invert the channel response. The values
for Cm| can be obtained based on either the zero forcing (ZF) criterion or the minimum
mean square error (MMSE) criterion [C2.27]. The ZF equalizer simply inverts the channel,
making

Clm] = ——. (2.50)

While simple, the ZF equalizer suffers from noise enhancement effect. As an alternative, the
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MMSE equalizer is more robust in the presence of noise and is given as

H*[m]

Clml = il s R

(2.51)

It should be noted that for either ZF or MMSE equalizer, the equalizer coefficient C[m]
at the m'™ data sub-carrier only depends on the channel frequency response H|m] at that
frequency alone. This characteristic differs from a time-domain equalizer, in which each
tap coefficient is a function of the entire channel impulse response. Therefore, OFDMA
has a significant advantage over SC-QAM in terms of equalization complexity, provided
that the channel frequency response is known or can be estimated. Furthermore, since the
channel resources given to each CM can be dynamically allocated in DOCSIS 3.1, a channel
estimator is required to obtain the frequency response over the entire channel bandwidth,

which is ideally given as

Flk] = Z (i exp (_ﬂ”(k - N/Z)T") . k=0,1,...,N—1. (2.52)

In general, for an OFDMA system, the channel estimator needs to estimate F[k|, k =

0,1,..., N — 1 based on the known values of X [m], i.e., pilot sub-carriers, and the observed

Np—

1 .
o o an estimate

values of Y'[m]. Since F[k] is a function of 2N, unknown parameters { o, 7; }
of F[k] is obtained from estimates of these 2NV, unknown parameters. Conventional methods
estimate M values of H[m| and then interpolate between them to get the entire frequency

response, F[k| [C2.28]. A contribution of this thesis, which is presented in Chapter 5, is
Np—1

a novel method to obtain 2N, values of {O‘i’Ti}z‘:o

. It is demonstrated that, as long as

2N, < M, estimating {ai,Ti}N”; ! directly provides a better estimate of F[k|, which is

1=
required to perform frequency-domain equalization. Furthermore, it is pointed out that, the

time-domain channel parameters {ozz-, Ti}?fo_ " are required for the Zero-CP OFDM scheme

developed in Chapter 6.
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2.3 Summary and Outlook

In this chapter, two digital communication systems used in cable networks, which are
SC-QAM and OFDM/OFDMA, were discussed. Aside from explaining the key theoretical
concepts of each system, the imperfection factors that cause signal distortions were discussed
in detail. Furthermore, the fundamental difference between the two systems was explained.
In particular, different approaches that SC-QAM and OFDM/OFDMA systems have taken

to mitigate the distortions and provide multiple access were carefully explained.

Since upgraded cable systems must maintain the backward-compatibility functions, Chap-
ter 3 investigates an efficient design for pulse shaping filters, which is a crucial part in a SC-
QAM transceiver. In Chapter 4, an algorithm to estimate the timing offset in a SC-QAM
receiver is proposed. This algorithm is also used as an important signal processing part of the
OFDM/OFDMA channel estimator introduced in Chapter 5. Furthermore, the estimated
channel parameters, which are obtained by using the algorithm introduced in Chapter 5,
can be used to mitigate ISI in OFDM systems that do not employ CP (i.e., Zero-CP). The

proposed Zero-CP OFDM system is investigated in detail in Chapter 6.
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3. Designing Pulse Shaping Filters for DOCSIS
Systems

Published as:

Tung T. Nguyen, J. Eric Salt, Ha H. Nguyen and Brian Berscheid, “Optimizing pulse
shaping filter for DOCSIS systems,” IEEE Transactions on Broadcasting, vol. 62, pp. 470-
481, Jun. 2016.

As discussed in the previous chapter, it is impossible in practice to implement a filter
that has a frequency response exactly as shown in Fig. 2.4. Practical filters are obtained by
truncating the ideal impulse response to yield a finite number of filter coefficients. Designers
typically attempt to minimize the number of filter coefficients in order to reduce the imple-
mentation cost. Due to the restriction on the filter order and the limitations of finite-precision
arithmetics, digital filters in practice have imperfections in the pass-band, transition-band
and portions of the stop-band. Imperfections in the pass-band and transition-band generate
ISI, which can be mitigated by an equalizer in the receiver. However, a non-zero stop-band

results in out-of-band power, causing interference to adjacent channels.

The manuscript in this chapter first studies different approaches to design a practical
pulse shaping filter. Then a novel design is proposed, which performs optimization on a
hybrid parameterization of the IIR filter’s transfer function. The design yields a low-cost
pulse shaping filter that meets the DOCSIS 3.0 out-of-band requirement while introducing

a minimal amount of ISI.

The main contribution to this manuscript comes from the student (first author), while

the three co-supervisors provide equal supervision effort.
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Optimizing Pulse Shaping Filter for DOCSIS Systems

Tung T. Nguyen, Student Member, IEEE, Eric Salt, Member, IEEE,
Ha H. Nguyen, Senior Member, IEEE and Brian Berscheid, Member, IEEE

Abstract

This paper proposes a cost efficient nearly linear phase approximation to a SRRC pulse shap-
ing filter that satisfies the out-of-band spectral constraints of DOCSIS down-stream channels.
A nearly linear phase filter structure is converted to a SRRC filter using a weighted and sam-
pled least-squares criterion to fit the magnitude and phase responses. To ensure stability, the
search for optimum coefficients is constrained using the Steigliz-McBride (SM) and Gauss-
Newton (GN) methods, which unfortunately also eliminates sets of stable coefficients, one of
which could be and probably is the optimum. To expand the sets of coefficients that produce
stable filters in the SM and GN methods, the transfer function is parameterized in a special

way. The effectiveness of the proposed filter is verified and compared with other approaches.

Index terms

Pulse shaping filter, square-root raised cosine filter, DOCSIS, inter-symbol interference, win-
dowing.
3.1 Introduction

When a new communication standard is implemented, the inherited backward compatible
functions can be redesigned to take advantage of the latest technology and algorithms. Of

interest here is the pulse shaping filter, which is the Nyquist filter located in the transmitter,
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used in DOCSIS single carrier QAM. Improving the performance of Nyquist filters in terms of
reducing ISI is still an active research area [C3.1, C3.2, C3.3, C3.4]. However, DOCSIS pulse
shaping filters must not only have low ISI, they must also stringently suppress out-of-band
emission to avoid adjacent channel interference. Since the DOCSIS standards dictate Square
Root Raised Cosine (SRRC) Nyquist filters, of interest here are SRRC pulse shaping filters
with low ISI and low out-of-band emissions. The ideal pulse shaping filter is an infinite-
length Square-Root Raised Cosine (SRRC) filter with complex frequency-domain response
described by:

)
e Ivw for |w| < —W(IL_ﬁ)

R N Y e Y G| R AR VP

0, otherwise,
\

where w is the frequency in radians/sample and 3, L, ¢ are the filter’s roll-off factor, ratio of

sampling rate to symbol rate and phase delay, respectively.

The SRRC filter can be approximated by either a finite impulse response (FIR) or an
infinite impulse response (IIR) filter. While FIR approximations have been widely used,
they require large hardware resources (in terms of arithmetic circuits) to meet the out-of-
channel portion of the DOCSIS spectral mask requirements. The alternative is a recursive

IIR structure.

The main thrust of the paper is to improve the implementation efficiency of the SRRC
pulse shaping filter for legacy single carrier down-stream QAM channels in the implementa-
tion of DOCSIS 3.1 and beyond. The specific objective is to provide a trade-off between ISI
reduction and filter cost under the constraint the filter meets the DOCSIS 3.1 out-of-channel
spectral mask. The filter derived from the approach proposed in this paper will be discussed

and compared with filters designed with other techniques.
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3.2 Review of Relevant Filter Design Techniques

3.2.1 FIR approach

Windowing technique

The simplest method is to obtain the impulse response of the SRRC filter by taking
the inverse discrete-time Fourier transform of (3.1). The impulse response has a “sinc-like”
shape, therefore it clearly cannot be implemented in practice, unless the “sinc-like” function
is truncated on both sides. As such, the coefficients for a causal FIR filter are obtained by

taking the N values closest to n = 0. The result is the sample-space impulse response given

by

Ha-pe), S
%[(1+%)sin<%)+(1——008(%))], forn:%j:é
h(n) = { sin (”(1*/32(7%@)) | 48=9) o <w<1+52<n7¢>> IR ETET
r
m(n— @) [1 — (45(2—@)>2] - n o Ne=lop o Neoly %
0, otherwise.

(3.2)

Np—

where ¢ = =5 ! is delay in samples of the truncated FIR filter.

Fig. 3.1 presents the impulse response of a truncated SRRC filter as well as the magnitude
responses of ideal and truncated SRRC filters. The filter parameters are § = 0.12 and L = 4,
with the length of the truncated filter being Np = 41.

As can be seen in Fig. 3.1, truncating the impulse response introduces ripple in both the
pass band and stop band of the magnitude response. To suppress the stop band ripple, the
truncated “sinc-like” function must be tapered to force its extremity to approach zero. This
can be done by multiplying the truncated impulse response by a window function to get the

windowed impulse response:
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Figure 3.1 Impulse response and magnitude response of a length 41 truncated
SRRC filter.
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where w(n) is the window function. The main source of signal distortion created by win-
dowing is the widening of the transition band. The widening can be reduced by increasing
the length of the filter or by pre-compensating by using a lower roll-off factor. There are
many well-known window functions, such as Blackman, Hamming, Kaiser, Gaussian, Tukey,
etc., each with its own stop band ripple rejection and transition band distortion characteris-
tics. For an extensive comparison among various window functions, the interested reader is
referred to [C3.5]. An appealing window is the Kaiser window, whose stop band ripple and
transition band distortion characteristics are controlled by a single parameter. The Kaiser

window function is given by

w(n) = , n=0,1,...,Np — 1, (3.4)

where Iy(+) is the zeroth-order modified Bessel function of the first kind, and « is the param-
eter that determines the shape of the window and balances the transition band distortion
and stop band ripple suppression trade off. The Kaiser window method that minimizes the
ISI for a filter of length Np that satisfies the out-of-band portion of the DOCSIS specified

spectral mask works as follows:

1. Choose the filter length Ng.

2. Set the roll off factor § to its nominal value as specified in the DOCSIS standard
(0.18 for 64-QAM channels, or 0.12 for 256-QAM channels).

3. Decrease 3 by a small amount.

4. Set the Kaiser window parameter, «, to 0 and steadily increase it until the stop

band response satisfies the out-of-channel portion of the spectral mask specified in

DOCSIS.
5. Measure and record the values of «, § and ISI.
6. Reduce 3 and repeat steps 3 to 5 to minimize the ISI.

7. Choose the set a, 8 that produces minimum ISI.
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fred harris’ technique

harris approximates the SRRC filter with a linear phase 3-band minimax filter [C3.6]. In
addition to specifying the pass band and stop band, a very narrow third band is specified
in transition region at the 3dB-down frequency. harris designs the filter with the Parks

McClellan algorithm using the following parameter vectors

Frequency (radians/sample): [0 wp/L 7w/L w/L ws/L 7
Gain: 1 1 Vv2/2 V2/2 0 0
Weight: [2.4535 1 1 .

where w,, and wy are the pass band and stop band corner frequencies, given by
w,=m(1—p), and ws=mn(1+7p). (3.5)

The first coefficient in the weight vector is manually adjusted to minimize the ISI level when

the matched filter is the ideal SRRC filter truncated to the same length.

The filter created in this way has an unwanted spectral bump at the edge of the pass
band, which is believed to be a major contributor to the ISI. To suppress this bump, harris
suggests adjusting the coefficients in the frequency vector from w, to €;w,, and also fine
tuning the stop band edge from wy to esw,, where the values of €; and €, are slightly more

than 1. The new target frequency vector is then given as
Frequency (radians/sample): [O awp/L w/L w/L ews/L 7T] :

The procedure is performed by first finding parameter e; that minimize the ISI and then

proceeding to find e; with the same goal.

The problem with harris’ approach is that it does not consider the out-of-channel emission
and therefore harris’ filter will not meet the out-of-channel portion of the spectral mask unless

a relatively large filter order is chosen.
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3.2.2 Nearly linear-phase IIR filter approximation
The design task is to find a stable IIR filter that has a system function of the form:

-1 —m

l+aiz7t+... +az™

where b; and a; are real coefficients and m is the order of the numerator polynomial and n is

the order of the denominator polynomial. The corresponding filter’s frequency response is

joy _ bw) _ blegn(w)
H(e™) = a(w) 1+alep,(w)’ (3.7)

where b(w) and a(w) are the frequency responses on the numerator and denominator poly-

nomials in (3.6) and the superscript 7" indicates the transpose of a vector or matrix. The

numerator and denominator coefficients are represented by vectors b = [bg, by, . .., b,]T and
a=lay,...,a,)" respectively. In addition, {ey(w), for I < k}, is defined as
ep(w) = [e79%! eI o Iwk|T (3.8)

It is convenient to define the frequency response H(e’*) as a complex function of real pa-

a .
rameters X = and refer to the frequency response as H(e’*; X). Furthermore, it
b

can be seen that H(e/*; X) is a non-linear function of w and has a non-linear dependency
on parameters X = [a1,...,0pn, 0o, b1,...,0,]T. When H(e/; X) is designed to approx-
imate the ideal frequency response D(w) in (3.1), a weighted squared error is given by
Ji(X) = W; |D(w;) — H(e; X)|?, where W; is a non-negative weighting coefficient associ-

ated with frequency w; € [0, 7.

The goal is to find the parameter vector X that minimizes the sum of the weighted least
square errors at frequencies wy,ws, . ..,wy under the constraint the parameter X yields a

stable filter. Since the total squared error is given by

J(X) = ZJi(X) = Wi |D(w;) — H(e""; X)

=1

2

: (3.9)
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finding the value X = X,,;, that minimizes J(X) is difficult due to the non-linear nature of
J(X). However, the Steiglitz-McBride and Gauss-Newton non-linear iterative optimization

approaches can be used to find X.

Steiglitz-McBride (SM) technique

Theoretically, it is possible for the SM method [C3.7, C3.8, C3.9] to find the vector X
that minimizes the objective function defined in (3.9). Practically, it finds a good estimate

of that vector.

The SM method finds a sequence of vectors that minimize a carefully designed sequence
of objective functions. The objective functions are denoted Jgps 1(X), Jsp2(X), ... and
X s min.1s XSM_min.2, - - - are the vectors that minimize them. The SM sequence of objective
functions are such that

lim XSM,min,k == Xmina (310>

k—o0

where X i, is the vector that minimizes J(X).

The SM objective functions are obtained by reformatting and rearranging the expression

b(wi, X jwi .«
ai%xg for H(e’¥; X)

into (3.9). The rearranging is factoring a(w;, X) outside the absolute value operator. The

for J(X) given by (3.9). The reformatting is done by substituting

reformatted, rearranged expression for J(X) is:

J(X) = ; la(wW—X>|2 | D(w)a(ws: X) — blws:; X2 (3.11)

The sequence of SM objective functions are successively approximating |a(w;; X )|? with
a set of M + 1 constants that converge to the true values. The constants used for the first
objective function is obtained by guessing vector X,;, to be Xy and substituting it into
la(w;; X)[%. This produces
—~ W :
Tona(X)=> o XoE |D(w;)a(w;; X) — b(w;; X)|?, (3.12)

=1
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where |a(w;; Xo)|?,4 =0,1,..., M are the constants for iteration 1 and X is the initial guess
for Xyin. Unlike J(X), Jopr1(X) is quadratic in X, which means Xgps_min1 can be found

by a standard quadratic search algorithm.

In general, the (k + 1)™ SM objective function is the quadratic function of X, given by

M

Tuan(X) =Y % |D(wi)a(ws; X) — b(ws; X)P (3.13)

where X}, k > 0 is the k" estimate of X, given by
X = X snminge + (1 — 1) Xp1, (3.14)

where g is a real number less than 1 used to damp the sequences Xjy.

The number of SM objective functions that need to be solved to get a good estimate
of Xuin depends on the order of the filter H(e?*; X) and the step size u. Making p small
ensures convergence to X,,,, but increases the number of objective functions that must be

solved. Typically p is 0.2 or less.

In most cases X, produces an unstable filter making the algorithm useless. To en-
sure a useful result from the SM algorithm the searches for Xsumink, & = 1,2,...,
must be constrained to the set Sgr which contains all values of X that produce a sta-
ble filter. Constraining the poles to be inside the unit circle, which is the ideal con-
straint, cannot be incorporated in the search algorithm. A constraint that can be incor-
porated into the search is Positive Realness (PR) [C3.8, C3.10], which limits X to the set
Spr ={X : R{a(w; X)} > 0,Vw € [0, 7]}.

The set Spp is a subset of the set that generates a stable filter, i.e. Spr C Sg7. Therefore,

the value of X g/ mini Obtained using the PR constraint may be sub-optimum.

Another implementable constraint that can be placed on the search for the minimum is
based on Rouche’s theorem [C3.11]. This constraint limits the solution to set Sgy which

ensures a stable filter, but Sgy is smaller in size than Spr. Furthermore, it was shown in
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[C3.8] that filters obtained with the PR constraint have less mean squared error than those
obtained with Rouche’s method. Therefore the PR constraint is used with the SM method

in this paper.

The issue with using the PR constraint is that solution can have sharp peaks in magnitude
response creating pockets of large mean square error that is not accounted for in the sampling
points used in J(X). The optimization process places poles near the unit circle between two
sampling points, e.g. wy and wg,1. Solutions without these sharp peaks in the magnitude re-
sponse are obtained by modifying the PR constraint to limit the largest radius of a pole to less
than 1—» in magnitude. This is done using the inequality {R{a(w; X)} > n, Yw € [0, 7]},

where a good value for 7 is in the range of 0.01 to 0.05.

Gauss-Newton (GN) method

The GN algorithm [C3.11, C3.8, C3.12] is an iterative method based on the first-order

Taylor approximation:
H(e™: X)) ~ H(e’; Xpy) + V H(; X 1) 6, k=1,2,..., (3.15)

where X is the initial guess, § = X — X1 and V_H is the gradient vector of H(e/¥; X)
with respect to X . The vector X,_; contains the coefficients of a stable filter obtained from

the (k — 1) iteration, where the k™ iteration finds § by solving

2

Minimize Jay k(8) = SM Wi D(w) — H(e?; Xj 1) — Vo H(e™; X 1) - 8| (3.16)

Subject to 0+ Xy_1 € Ssr. (3.17)

The k™ iteration coefficients are given by X = Xj,_1 + 6.

Unfortunately, practical methods of constraining X,_; + & restricts the solution space
to a subset of Sgr. Whether or not this subset contains the optimum solution or a near-
optimum solution depends not only on the method of constraint but also on the way the

filter’s system function is parameterized.

65



e Parameterizing the filter’s transfer function in radii and angles form:
Similar to the approach introduced in [C3.12], one can represent the transfer function

in the form

[T (1 =z D ISR (1 = 2ricos(B)z " +1727?)

H(z)=x :
1 (1= pz ) TI52 (1 — 2picos(dy) 2 + pPz2)

(3.18)

where x is the scaling factor. The scalars R,Z,P.() are the numbers of real zeros,
complex zeros, real poles and complex poles, respectively. With the form of (3.18), a
stable filter is ensured by constraining the pole radius, i.e., forcing p;, p; < p where p

is a real positive number less than 1.

e Paramterizing the filter’s transfer function in polynomial form:

bo+ bzt 4+ ...+ bz™
H(z)= 1
(2) l+az7t+...+a,z7" (3.19)

With this representation, one can use the PR condition to force a stable solution. The

PR constraint at the &' iteration limits & to the set {& : R{a(w; Xp_1+8)} >0, Vw €
0, 7]}

Another approach to constrain the pole radii is to exploit Rouche’s theorem [C3.13],
which states: if f(z) and g(z) are analytic inside and on a closed contour C, and
lg(2)| < |f(2)] on C, then f(z)+ g(z) has the same number of zeros inside C'. Let the
contour C' be a circle with radius p centered at the origin of the complex plane. Then
the denominator polynomial on the contour C' can be expressed as

Alz) =14 az " a2+ ... +apz " , welo,7]. (3.20)

z=pelw

According to the Rouche’s theorem, if the initial denominator polynomial Ay _1(z) =
1+ar 112 ' +ag_12272+.. .+ ag_1,2" " has all of its zeros inside C, then the updated

denominator polynomial, given as

Ap(z) = Ap_1(2) + pA(z) (3.21)
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where A(z) is the function defined on domain C' as

A(Z) - 512’_1 ‘I‘ 522_2 + D + 5712_” 9 w e [O’ ﬂ-] (322)

z=pew

with 6;,7 = 1,2,...,n are elements to update the denominator coefficients a;,i =
1,2,...,n. Thefilter is stable if the update function (3.21) satisfies |A(z)| < |Ax—1(2)|,Vz €

C. Thus the optimization problem becomes:

Mini&mize Jon x(0) (3.23)

Subject to |A(pel®)| < |Ap_1(pe’®)|, V€ [0,7] (3.24)

which is solvable by the multiple exzchange algorithm proposed in [C3.11].

While the PR and the RT conditions are more conservative than having a direct con-
straint on the poles’ radius, the polynomial representation of the transfer function H(z)
has a better convergence characteristic. In general, there is clearly a tradeoff between

parameterizations in radii-angles form and polynomial form.

3.3 New Approach For Designing a Stable SRRC Filter

3.3.1 Hybrid parametrization and the stability constraint

Conventionally the transfer functions of IIR filters are parameterized in either radii-and-
angles form or polynomial form. In this section, the transfer function is expressed as a hybrid
with the numerator in polynomial form and the denominator in radii-and-angles form. The

hybrid form is given by

ZZ biZ_i
H(z) = —5 ——ia 5 (3.25)
Hj:l(l — Pz )Hi:P+1(1 — 2p; cos(¢;) 27! + piz?)

The parameters of this transfer function are organized within the parameter vector X as

X =[p1,02s - Pors Prirs Posas oo Gpygs b0y b1y o b (3.26)
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The form in (3.25) allows the poles to be constrained which is a necessary and sufficient
condition for the GN method to produce a stable filter. The £*" iterative step still involves
finding the § that minimizes Jgn x(d), given by (3.16), but in this case subject to the

constraint p; < p, 1 <1 < P+ Q.

3.3.2 Putting the algorithm in quadratic form

Putting the algorithm in quadratic form begins by defining notation that simplifies the
mathematical expressions involved. The gradient vector in the first-order Taylor approxima-

tion (3.15) is defined as

. Jw. Jw. Jw.
V. H(e™: X)) = 0H(68’X’“‘1>,..., aH(g X)) 8H(g X)L
. Prea P (3.27)
OH(e?%: Xy 1)  OH(e%; Xj_1) OH (e7%; Xj_1) '
09p.0 ’ Oby Y Ob, '

The complex error term D(w;) — H(e’*; Xj,_1) in (3.16) is defined by FEj_; ;. This allows
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Jon x(0) to be expressed as

Jeni(8) =3 Wi|Biory — Vo H(e™; X ) - 8]

M-

s
Il
—

f (Ekfl,i — V.H (e Xpov) - 5)* (Ekfl,z' — V. H (e Xq) - 5)

e
=

@
Il
—

Wi (Bp_y; — 6" - Vo H(e™; Xio1)™) (Brory — Vo H (€ X31) - 6)

M-

1

..
I

M-

Wi [ |Ek—1,i|2 — By 1,67 -V H (e X )" — EZ,LZ-V:;;H(SJM; Xi1)-6

1

7

+ (ST : VIH(ejwi; Xk_l)Hva(ejwi; Xk:—l) : (5:|

M M
=Y WilEea? =) 2R{WiE; | V. H(/* Xy_1)} - 6
=1 =1
M
+6"- ) {VIH(ej‘“i; X, )WV, H (7 Xk_l)} .4,
=1

(3.28)

where the supercript H denotes the complex transpose. To further simplify the expression,

define A;_1, f._1 and ¢ as follows

M

A=) [vl,H(eﬂ'Wi; X 1) "WV H (e X))
=1
M .
foi =Y R{WE; | ,V.H(; X1)} (3.29)
=1

M
CcC = Z Wz |Ek—1,i|2 .
i=1

It should be noted that Ay is a Hermitian matrix, i.e. Ax_; = A}, therefore 67 A1 =

0T Ay_ 16, where A1 = R{A;_1}. Then substituting A;_;,fi_1 and ¢ into (3.28) produces
JGka((” = JTAk_ld + 2f,_10 +c. (330)

Finding the & that minimizes Jgy x(d) is now a typical quadratic optimization problem that
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can be solved by a typical quadratic programming solver, like the solver in Matlab®. Note

that ¢ is a constant and does not affect the result.

3.3.3 Improving the convergence characteristic

Upon obtaining d, the new set of coefficients can be found as X, = X, 1 + 9. If § is
anything but infinitesimal, X will likely be in error since a linearized model was used for
the calculation. To ensure stability, the update equation is modified to be X, = X 1 + ud,
where p is a positive constant that is less than 1. Convergence is declared and the iteration
process stopped as soon as 9 is very small and there is no significant change from one iteration

to the next.

However, since (3.30) needs to be optimized, it is convenient to directly limit the value of
each element in § at each step, i.e., incorporating a new constraint |§;| < k,; Vi =1,2,..., N.
Incorporating such a constraint eliminates overshoot if k < 1 and also narrows the search
domain of §, speeding up the search. Overall, the k" iteration of the optimization problem

can be formulated as

Miniémize 0TA; 16 +2f, 16 (3.31)
Subject to |0;| < min(p — Xy—14, ), 1<i<P+Q (3.32)
10| <k, P+Q+1<j<N (3.33)

where Xj,_;; is the i™ element of the vector Xj_.

3.3.4 Target frequencies

The DOCSIS downstream specification in [C3.14] places limits on the out-of-band power
in three different bands, which have bandwidths 750 kHz, 5.25 MHz and 6 MHz labeled as
OB1, OB2 and OB3 in Fig. 3.2. The power in each of the two 750 kHz bands, which are
part of the 6 MHz adjacent channels, must be at least 58 dB below the edge-to-edge power
in the 6 MHz channel. The power in OB2, which is the remaining 5.25 MHz of the adjacent

channels, must be at least 60 dB below the edge-to-edge power in the 6 MHz channel. The
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Figure 3.2 Adjacent channel specifications.

power in the second adjacent channel, which is the 6 MHz band labeled OB3 in Fig. 3.2,

must be at least 63 dB below the power in the channel.

The out-of-band emissions for bands OB1 and OB2 in the first adjacent channel are the
most difficult to meet. A filter that satisfies the out-of-band emission for OB1 and OB2
is likely to meet the out-of-band emission for the second adjacent channel. Moreover, the
pulse shaping filter is often followed by a few other filters in the system, such as digital
interpolation filters or analog band pass filters, which inherently help to mitigate the out-
of-band emission to the second and subsequent adjacent channels. With this in mind the

2nd

out-of-band emission restriction for the adjacent channel is largely ignored to reduce the

complexity of the search for filter coefficients.

The optimization process that finds coefficients does not use the integrated power, but
rather the power spectral density. Further to that, it weights the selected points to assign
relative importance. A weighting factor of Wyp, is used for all selected frequencies in band
OB1. Similarly, a weighting factor of Wyps is used for the frequencies selected in band OB2
and a portion of band OB3. Weighting factors Wp and Wr are used for frequencies in the
pass band and transition band of the channel, respectively. The number of points selected
in the pass band, transition band, OB1 and OB2 together with some of OB3 are denoted
Mp, My, Mop, and Mopgs, respectively. The points are uniformly placed across the respective
bands. In terms of normalized frequency in units of radians/sample, the distribution of points
has Mp points between 0 and (1 — 8)«/L, My points between (1 — 8)7/L and (1 + )7 /L,
Mo p1 points between (1+5)7/L and 5(1+)7/(4L) and Mo pgs points between 5(1+45)7/(4L)
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and 7. Some of the Mppgs points are in the OB3 band as the band from 37/L to 7 is in
OB3. The parameter L is the ratio of sampling rate to symbol rate. A value of L. = 4

samples/symbol is used in the analysis.

3.4 Simulation Results

3.4.1 Comparison of FIR designs

First an FIR square-root raised cosine filter that meets the out-of-band emission require-
ments for a DOCSIS CMTS transmitter is designed. The specific pulse shaping filter is for
256-QAM at a symbol rate of 5.36 Msym/sec, which requires a rolloff factor of 0.12. The
most basic approach, which is a rectangular window applied to (3.2), requires a filter of order
of 230 to meet the out-of-band emission requirement. Tapering the impulse response with a
window function increases the stop band attenuation, which reduces the out-of-band emis-
sion, but increases the ISI. The ISI is compensated by windowing the ideal impulse response

generated by (3.2), but with a reduced rolloff factor.

A design with a Kaiser window is examined by creating a filter with a rolloff factor
equal to 0.05 and then applying a Kaiser window with shape factor o = 3.5 to increase
the stop-band attenuation and satisfy the emission requirement. The best combination of
rolloff factor and shape factor was found by experiment to be 0.05 and 3.5, respectively. This
produces a filter of order 90 that has integrated powers of —58.122 dB and —62.435 dB in
band OB1 and OB2, respectively.

A filter designed with harris’ technique requires an order of 104 in order to meet the
DOCSIS out-of-band emission requirements. Although this filter has a higher implementa-
tion cost than a Kaiser windowed filter, it provides significantly better ISI performance, as

will be shown later.

Table 3.1 shows details of implementation cost among the three aforementioned windowed
filters. The columns Ppg; and Pogs present integrated powers in bands OB1 and OB2,
respectively. Fig. 3.3 shows the pass-band and stop-band detail of the three filters. Thanks

to the roll-off in its stop-band, the rectangular windowed filter has much less power in band
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OB2.

Table 3.1 Complexity, design parameters and performance of three FIR designs

’ FIR Design \ Multiplies/sample \ Design parameters \ Popi \ Pogs ‘
Rectangular windowed 116 £ =0.12 —58.5dB | —74.2dB
Kaiser windowed 46 £ =0.05a=3.5 —58.1dB | —62.4dB

. £ =0.12,
harris 53 € = 1.02, ey — 1.015 —58.2dB | —60.1dB

Table 3.2 in section B shows the ISI performance for many different combinations of
pulse shaping and matched filters. In each case, the filter length used is the shortest which
meets the DOCSIS spectral mask. Rectangular windowed, Kaiser windowed and harris’ are
among the filters compared. The convolution of a rectangular windowed impulse response
with itself shows the least ISI, which is expected as its transition band is nearly ideal. In
contrast, Kaiser’s and harris’ filters sacrifice ISI in exchange for lower implementation costs.
While harris” approach requires slightly more coefficients than the Kaiser window approach,

the ISI power is significantly lower.

Measuring the ISI at the output of the matched filter is not necessarily a true indication
of system performance since the demodulators in DOCSIS cable modems typically employ
equalizers that will suppress some of the ISI caused by the imperfect pulse shaping and
matched filters [C3.15, C3.16]. To provide some insight into the actual performance, the ISI
power is also calculated at the output of a 24-tap symbol-spaced LMS equalizer that follows
the matched filter. Such an equalizer may or may not be the type and size used in cable
modems. It is used in this analysis to produce an indication of the improvement obtained

by equalization.

For the purpose of evaluating the ISI contributed by the pulse shaping and matched
filters, the channel is assumed to be free of distortion and noise and the matched filter is
followed by a symbol-spaced LMS equalizer. Let v be the vector of symbol spaced points
obtained by down-sampling the impulse response of pulse shaping filter in cascade with the
matched filter. Denote N, as the length of v, then v = [v(0),v(1),...,v(N, — 1)]" contains
samples taken at symbol rate. Perfect timing synchronization is assumed so that v contains

the decision point in element v(K), where K € [0, N,). The decision point is the tap in
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the impulse response of the cascade of the pulse shaping and matched filters that is largest
in magnitude. If the impulse response of the filters is infinite, the vector v is truncated to
length N,, where N, is sufficiently large to include 99.9999% of the energy. That is N, is
sufficiently large to satisfy

oo (2
010 (S22

W) < —60 dB. (3.34)

Prior to equalizing, the normalized ISI power is

Eg(;zl;«éK [v(i)[? _ vaio_l v (i)|?
(K2 [o(K)[?

Pt = —1 (3.35)

Let g = [9(0),9(1),...,9(23)]" be the coefficients for the 24-tap equalizer. For the
purposes of characterizing ISI with the symbol-spaced equalizer, the main tap is positioned
at ¢g(8). While position ¢(12) would yield lower ISI, ¢(8) is a better choice for reducing
multi-path channel distortions, which are common in DOCSIS systems. The coefficients in g

are chosen to minimizes the mean squared error ||[vxg— A , where * denotes convolution

sl

operation and A is a length (IV, 4 23) column vector where all elements are zeros except

8

for the (K +8) row , which has the value of 1. The optimum equalizer coefficients, denoted

as g°', therefore can be found by solving

(00 0 - 0 o |[g0] o
v(l) w(0) --- 0 0 g(1) 0
: : : 0 9(2) 0
¢°P' — argmin v(22) wv(21) v(0) 0 : RE  (3.36)
& v(23) v(22) . v(1) v(0) g(8) 1
0 0 v(N, —1) v(N,—2)| |9(22) 0
00 0 o(N, = 1) [9(23)] o]
R y N - , A\K:,S

1)



Table 3.2  ISI powers for different combinations of pulse shaping filter and
matched filter

Window type Rectangular Kaiser | harris | SMP | GNP | GNR | GNH | GNH2

(number of multiplies per

sample) (116) (46) (53) | (61) | (51) | (41) | (34) (41)
Rectangular -55.9
Kaiser -29.5 -24.4
harris -55.3 -29.8 -52.8

IST :ﬁf"f N SMP 287 252 | 288 | -22.8

‘(3;1;‘ (‘3?3;‘)) GNP 243 220 | 244 | 21.7 | -185

ISt GNR 25.2 228 | -25.3 | -225 | -18.9 | -19.3
GNH =354 286 | -35.3 | 272 | 24.1 | -24.9 | 294
GNH2 134 294 | 447 | 285 | 242 | -25.1 | 355 | -37.9
Rectangular -55.9
Kaiser -42.2 -35.3

IST after Harris 59.5 A12 | 561

24-taps SMP -39.7 -34.3 | -39.1 | -333

equalization GNP 395 340 | 392 | -33.1 | -31.9

(PSP (aB)) GNR ~40.1 347 | 403 | -34.0 | -32.7 | -33.0
GNH 358 327 | 357 | 318 | 32.1 | -32.4 | -29.8
GNH2 a77 410 | 483 | 39.0 | 388 | -39.3 | 36.0 | 41.9

where V in (3.36) is a size (N, + 23) x 24 Toeplitz convolution matrix. It is obvious that

(3.36) is a conventional least squares problem that can be solved as
g™ = VT Agxys, (3.37)

where VT is Moore-Penrose pseudo-inverse matrix of V' (which can be computed with Matlab
function pinv()). It turns out the equalizer coefficients are the (K + 8)™ row of V*. The

ISI power after equalization can be approximated with high-precision by

PEY — Vg™ — A g (3.38)

The lower part of Table 3.2 shows the ratio of ISI power to signal power with the 24-tap
symbol-spaced LMS equalizer in place for the three filters of discussion as well as others yet

to be discussed.

3.4.2 IIR designs

First, a filter is obtained with the Steiglitz-McBride (SM) method, in which the objective
function is minimized under the constraint of positive realness. This method can be applied

to finding the coefficients for a filter that minimize the stop-band attenuation while main-
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Table 3.3 Implementation cost, design parameters and performance of the IIR

designs
[ IIR Design [ Multiplies [ Design parameters [ Popi [ Popo ]
. p =34, m = 50,n = 10,
SM method with 61 n=0.05u=02 —58.6dB | —61.4dB

PR condition (SMP) Wop = 400, Wo Bz — 800

p =26,m =40,n = 10,
n=0.05,x =1, = 0.05,
Wop1 = 500, Wo g2 = 800,
N = 200
p = 26,m = 30,n = 10,
p=0.985,k =1, = 0.05,

GN method with
polynomial parameterization 51
and the PR constraint (GNP)

—58.1dB | —62.7dB

GN method with

polynomial parameterization 41 Wop1 = 200, We s = 400 —58.2dB —61.4dB
and the RT constraint (GNR) N — 1024
Proposed GN method with p=37,m=16,P =1,Q = 16,
hybrid parameterization 34 p=0.985,k=0.2,n = 0.05, —58.1 dB | —62.9dB
(GNH) Wop1 = 150, Wo g2 = 200

p=46,m =24, P =0,Q = 16,
274 GNH design (GNH2) 41 p=0.985,k=0.2,n = 0.05, —58.4dB | —60.9dB

Wp =6, Wop1 = 250, Wopa = 400

taining the desired pass-band response. To find the lowest order filter requires a cut-and-try
approach using different filter structures and parameters. The set of parameters that yielded
a filter with the lowest multiplies to sample ratio is given in Table 3.3, where the parameter
¢ defines the phase delay of the target SRRC frequency response, D(w), as in (3.1). The
result was a filter with 50 zeros and 10 poles requiring 61 multiplies. The integrated powers
in bands OB1 and OB2 are -58.6 dB and -61.4 dB, respectively. The frequency and phase

characteristics of the filter is shown in Fig. 3.4.

Next, consider the GN method with radii-angle parameterization. This method does not
converge well when the numerator’s order exceeds 12, and the method does not work at all
with an order greater than 17. It is concluded that it is not possible to get a reasonable

DOCSIS’s shaping filter with this method.

Then, the GN method with polynomial parameterization under the PR constraint is used
to obtain a filter referred to as a GNP filter. The design parameters are specified in Table
3.3. Fig. 3.5 provides results obtained from the proposed method. The algorithm takes 115

iterations to converge.

Finally, the GN method with polynomial parameterization and the RT constraint is
used to obtain a filter referred to as a GNR filter. Its frequency domain characteristics

are presented in Fig. 3.6. The constraint (3.24) is enforced with N = 1024 equally-spaced

7



)
o

Magnitude (dB)
& & A
o o o

.
o

@w
o
.

(a) Frequency response

mmmmm

0

05

Imaginary Part
o

o
o1

Figure 3.4

0.1 0.2 0.4
Normalized Frequency (cycles/sample)

(c) Poles and zeros

o@o
000 "Y00q,
O : (‘)
(6) X X “ O
®@ X : X
(6] : @) B
) : O
LoD S, 4 e
6} X ; ]
[©] ;0
o o
9 x X ;0
Q
@@ X X SO
GO : gﬁ‘
OOO@O@O
-1 -0.5 0 0.5 1

0.5

itive realness condition.

Phase error (cycles)

78

Magnitude (dB)

(b) Passband view

0 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 0.1 0.

Normalized Frequency (cycles/sample)

12

(d) Phase error

0.1

0.05

-0.05

-0.1

0 0.05 0.1
Normalized Frequency (cycles/sample)

art
Illustratlon of the IIR filter designed by the SM method with the pos-

0.15



(a) Frequency response

Magnitude (dB)
A S
o o

o
o

-80 |

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5
Normalized Frequency (cycles/sample)

(c) Poles and zeros

, 5 X
& > L0
> O ‘ :
g O .@ ........................ XSO ....... .® ................ o
) e} :
© . |
E o | ©
-0.5 % I
) | X O
o, ;
1 %OOO (@] o
-1 -0.5 0 0 5 1

Figure 3.5 An HR filter designed by the GN method with the P

79

Phase error (cycles)

Magnitude (dB)

(b) Passband view

0 0.02 004 0.06 0.08 0.1 0

0.2

0.15

0.1

0.05

Normalized Frequency (cycles/sample)

(d) Phase error

12

0 0.05
Normalized Frequen ﬁ(cycles/sample)
constraint

0.15



(a) Frequency response (b) Passband view

0
o) -20 - —~~
o0 o
K= K=
S a0} 3
2 2
= =
g g
S 60 =
-80
| | | | 04 | | | | | |
0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08 0.1 0.12
Normalized Frequency (cycles/sample) Normalized Frequency (cycles/sample)
(c) Poles and zeros (d) Phase error
o i % —_
T 0.5 C§< : X L o1y
a ° | L 40 5
> 6) ; : g
g O froorirrmremremmemereeees XZO ..................... ........ g 0
> O | X )
£ ox i 0 o
- 05} o X - 0.1
o . &
Ne) : o
o} 021
alb . Q..0..0. . | ] . .
-1 -0.5 0 0.5 1 0 0.05 0.1 0.15
. Real Part ) Normalized Frequency (c%;:les/sam le)
Figure 3.6 An IIR filter designed by the GN method with multiple exchange algo-

rithm (GNR).

frequency points over [0,7]. Formulated with the multiple exchange algorithm, the GN
method generates a very efficient filter requiring only 41 multiplies per sample. This is
significantly less than any of the FIR filters. However, due to a conservative constraint, it
does not yield a good result if the order of the denominator is increased further. The order

is limited to n = 10 for both the GNP and GNR designs.

3.4.3 Improved design with hybrid parameterization

The frequency response characteristics of a filter obtained using the proposed method

are shown in Fig. 3.7. The numerator polynomial is order-16 and is initiated with the
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tion.

coefficients of a truncated ideal FIR filter. The denominator contains 17 poles. Initially,

all poles are set to have {p; = 0, Vi}, whereas all angles, {¢;, Vi}, are equally distribute

over the range [—m,7|. It appears that the algorithm cannot converge if all the angles are
initially created equal. It is noticeable in Fig. 3.7 that the stop band of the proposed
design has rolloff within it. This is a significant advantage for a shaping filter. Also, the

least pass band ripple is smallest among the IIR designs. The zeros and poles of the filter

are given by —9.7121, —0.9483,0.3561 £ 0.88124, 0.5706 + 0.80107, 0.6306 + 0.77224,0.9027 +
0.6585i, 1.017240.48737, 1.1312+0.1005¢, 1.0930+0.2989: and 0.8879, 0.6404+0.7443i, 0.6495+
0.69141, 0.6885+0.62514, 0.7326+0.54094, 0.7829+0.44714, 0.82724+0.34367, 0.861140.2328¢, 0.8817+
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Another example, which uses more multiplies/sample to achieve less ISI, is presented in

Fig. 3.8. The filter is referred to as GNH2. Zeros of the filter are given by —0.9526, —0.8470+

0.37147, —0.5844 £ 0.8261z, —0.0421 £ 1.0101¢,0.3838 £ 0.92847, 0.5563 £ 0.82827,0.6268 £
0.77742,0.8687£0.7000z, 0.968340.58007, 1.0466£0.4452¢, 1.1506£0.00007, 1.138540.1517%, 1.1036 -+

0.3013¢ and the poles are 0.6492+0.72337, 0.670540.65647, 0.7083£0.58347, 0.757840.49184, 0.8037+
0.39254,0.8416 £ 0.2859z, 0.8817 £ 0.0581¢, 0.8682 £ 0.17374.

Table 3.2 presents the ISI levels obtained when the pulse shaping and matched filters are
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any combination of (1) rectangular windowed FIR, (2) Kaiser windowed FIR, (3) harris FIR,
(4) SM IIR found with PR condition, (5) GN IIR found with PR constraint, (6) GN IIR found
with RT constraint, (7) GN IIR found using hybrid parametrization with 34 coefficients and
(8) GN IIR found using hybrid parametrization with 41 coefficients. It can be seen that the
GNH design outperforms the Kaiser windowed design in terms of both performance (when

cascading with rectangular window filter) and cost (34 versus 46 multiplies).

3.5 Conclusions

A properly designed IIR pulse shaping filter can satisfy the downstream DOCSIS 3.0’s
out-of-band emission requirements, and yield sufficiently low ISI with better efficiency, i.e.,
fewer multiplies/sample, than linear-phase FIR filters, windowed or otherwise. It was demon-
strated that IIR filters have a cost versus ISI trade off. The least expensive IIR filter is
obtained by the proposed design algorithm, which considers a hybrid parameterization of

the filter’s transfer function in combination with a constraint on maximum pole radius.
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4. Digital Peak Locator by Log-Domain

Interpolation
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Tung T. Nguyen, J. Eric Salt, Brian Berscheid and Ha H. Nguyen “Digital peak locator
by log-domain interpolation,” Submitted to IEEFE Signal Processing Letters, Jun. 2016.

In the previous chapter, efficient IIR filter designs that satisfy the out-of-band spectral
constraints of DOCSIS 3.0 down-stream channels were proposed. The designs aim at lowering
the ISI resulting from cascading the practical pulse shaping filter and matched filter. It was
explained in Chapter 2 that, even when ideal pulse shaping and matched filters are used, in
order for the receiver to recover the transmitted symbols without ISI, the down-converter,
which is located at the receiver after the matched filter, must sample the filtered signal
at precise moment of t = nTy,, (see Fig.2.1). If the receiver instead samples the signal
at incorrect time moments, ISI results, which, in turn, increases the probability of symbol
errors. Therefore, to obtain accurate estimates of the transmitted symbols, the timing offset,

which is also known as the error in the sampling time, must be detected.

The manuscript included in this chapter proposes an efficient method to estimate the
location of the peak in an analog signal after it has been sampled. The proposed technique has
a wide range of applications, such as time-domain reflectometry and timing offset estimation
in a SC-QAM system. Moreover, it will be shown in the Chapter 5 that the technique can
also be used in an important signal processing part of the OFDMA channel estimator. A

shorter version of this manuscript is published as [C4.1].

The main contribution to this manuscript comes from the student (first author), while

the three co-supervisors provide equal supervision effort.
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Digital Peak Locator by Log-Domain Interpolation
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Brian Berscheid, Member, IEEE and Ha H. Nguyen, Senior Member, IEEE

Abstract

In applications such as radar, digital communication and time domain reflectometry, a digi-
tal circuit is required to estimate the time of occurrence of the peak in the analog equivalent
of a sampled signal or in an analog signal after it has been sampled. This paper proposes
a technique that is more accurate than the commonly used parabolic fit providing the dis-
tortion introduced by the channel is not too large. The technique approximates the analog
signal in the vicinity of its peak with a two parameter function, the logarithm of which is
approximated with a straight line. One of the parameters is the location and the other is
the amplitude of the peak. Two samples, one on each side of the peak, are used to estimate
the two parameters. Simulation results show that the circuit for the proposed estimator is
comparable in cost to that of the parabolic fit, but is significantly more accurate when the

distortion introduced by the channel is modest.

Index terms

Peak detection, reflectometry, timing detection.

4.1 Introduction

On occasion a signal processing function that finds the peak in an analog signal is needed.
A peak-finding function estimates the location of the peak in an analog signal after it has

been sampled or, equivalently, it estimates the location of the peak in the analog equivalent
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of a sampled signal. Such functions are used in the areas of time-domain reflectometry,
symbol timing recovery in QAM modems, pulsed radar, active and passive underwater sonar

(e.g., fish/submarine) location, channel sounding as well as many other areas.

The least expensive and easiest function simply finds the sample with largest value and
uses its location as the location of the peak in the analog signal. The estimation error for
this method is uniformly distributed between £ 1/2 sampling interval, which is too large
for many applications. Of course the accuracy can be improved by reducing the sampling
interval, which amounts to up-sampling the sampled signal. Clearly, the accuracy will be
improved by the up-sampling factor. Up-sampling is a well-known process [C4.2, C4.3] whose
implementation has been well explored [C4.4]. Even with the most efficient implementation,

up-sampling is relatively expensive.

Another approach, which is commonly used, approximates the analog signal in the vicin-
ity of its peak with a parameterized analog function whose parameters are algebraically
related to the location of the peak. The parameters of the function are calculated using
samples in the vicinity of the peak. One such function suggested in [C4.2] is a concave down
parabola given by f(t) = a + ¢(t — Tpeak)?, Where parameter Tpea is the quantity of interest.
Since the function has three parameters, three digital samples in the vicinity of the peak are
required to calculate 7ca. This particular function has been used for peak location in many

different applications [C4.3, C4.4, C4.5, C4.6, C4.7].

Since the parabolic function is the second order Taylor series expansion about the peak
of the analog signal, it will be very accurate providing the three digital samples used to
compute T,eax are in close proximity to the peak. The shape of the function approximating
the analog signal would be more accurate if a third or fourth order Taylor series expansion
is used. However, four or five samples would be needed to calculate 7,e,x and the additional
samples would be located farther from 7.k, perhaps outside the region where the 3™ or 4"

order function is a good approximation.

The authors of this paper investigate the quality of two-parameter functions for approxi-

mating the signal in the vicinity of its peak. For certain applications [C4.1], a two-parameter
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Figure 4.1 Generic model for digital time delay estimator.

function can very accurately model the analog signal in the vicinity of its peak. It will be

explained later that the complexity of the calculation of Tpe.x is comparable to that of a

parabolic function, if the two-

parameter function is restricted to a class where their loga-

rithm is nearly linear in the vicinity of the peak.

4.2 Application to Timing Detection

A generic time delay estimator circuit is shown in Fig. 4.1. The transmission originates

with the digital sequence, x[n]

, which is known for n =0,1,..., N — 1 and equal to zero for

n > N and n < 0. The transmitted digital sequence has an auto-correlation function given

by [C4.8]

(

\

Yooy tamlatn+ k], 0<k<N-1
R [-k], —-N+1<k<0 (4.1)
0, otherwise.
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Good digital transmission sequences for time delay estimation have impulse-like auto-correlation
functions. In practice, the auto-correlation function has a main lobe that is tall and nar-
row but not an impulse, and has non-zero side lobes that are well below the peak of the
main lobe. Good sequences for x[n| have been the topic of many papers and a collection of

references can be found in [C4.8, C4.9].

In the model of Fig. 4.1, the digital sequence is converted to an analog waveform by
the tandem combination of a digital to analog converter and a low-pass pulse shaping filter,
which is the analog equivalent of a digital pulse shaping filter. The filter output, x,(¢) in
Fig. 4.1, propagates through the channel to reach the receiver. The channel may delay and
distort the signal. At the receiver, the signal is band-limited to limit noise and prevent
aliasing through the use of another low-pass filter (LPF) to produce the low-pass signal y,(t)
shown in Fig. 4.1.

Passing an impulse response through the system in the absence of a channel (i.e. the
case where g(t) = d(t)) produces a pulse that determines the performance of the time-delay
estimation. Many pulse shapes have been studied in the literature, the most well known of

which is perhaps the Raised Cosine! (RC) pulse which is given by [C4.10]

(¢ — Sn(mt/(LT) cos(rt/(LT,))
Pre mt/(LT,) 1 — (2rt/(LTy))?’

(4.2)

where r is the roll-off factor, L is the ratio of sampling rate to the 6 dB bandwidth of the
pulse and T = 1/F; is the sampling period. Of course, the presence of a real channel will

change the shape of the pulse.

The objective of the system is to estimate the delay introduced by a channel with impulse
response ¢(t). This estimate is the location of the peak in the analog correlation of x,(t)
and y,(t). The problem is the correlation is performed digitally, to get R,,[n] in Fig. 4.1,
which provides samples of the analog correlation at times n7Ty. It is unlikely a sample point
will coincide with the peak of the analog correlator, therefore the digital interpolating peak

locator circuit, which is also shown in Fig. 4.1, is needed to estimate the location of the peak

'Here, the term “raised cosine” describes the shape of the pulse in the frequency domain.
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in the analog correlator. The quantity to be estimated from R,,[n] is illustrated in Fig. 4.2.

4.3 Digital Interpolating Peak Locator

4.3.1 Three-sample parabolic interpolation

Parabolic interpolation uses the 3 samples closest to the location of the peak in the
analog correlation to find the parameter of interest, T,eax, in the parabolic approximation
f(t) = a+ c(t — Tpear)?. The location of these 3 samples are npeak — 1, Npear and Npear + 1,

where npeax is the value of n where ‘ny [nH is largest.

Mathematical manipulation shows that location of the analog peak with respect to npeaxZ’s
is approximated by Tpeak & Ngacls, Where ng,. is a fractional delay between —1/2 and 1/2

in samples and is given by

‘Rzy(npeak _ 1)’ — ‘ny(npeak + 1)| ‘
Z‘ny(npeak — 1)+ 2|ny(npeak +1)] = 4|R:cy(npeak)|

Nfrac =

(4.3)

If nrac is positive then the peak in the analog correlation is to the right of npeax as shown in
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Fig. 4.2.

4.3.2 Two-sample log-domain interpolation

The two samples used to find a and T,eax are the ones on either side of the analog
peak, which are |ny [npeakH and the larger of ‘ny [Mpeak — 1]‘ and |ny [Mpeak + 1]| Without
loss of generality, assuming |ny [Mpeak + 1]| > ’ny [Mpeak — 1]|, so that the fractional delay
Niac 15 between 0 and 0.5 and the location of the analog peak is approximated by Tpeak =

(npeak + nfrac>Ts .

Unlike parabolic interpolation, two sample interpolation relies on knowledge of the shape
of the pulse at the receiver. The pulse whose peak is to be located is the output of analog

correlator, R,,(t). It can be shown that R,,(t) is given by [C4.11]
Ry (t) = (hx g)(t) + w(t) (4.4)

where * denotes convolution, w(t) is noise, g(t) is the impulse response of the channel and

h(t) is defined as

=z

-1

h(t) = 3 Rualn] poo(t — nTo), (45)

3
Il
o

where p..(t) is the system impulse response given in (4.2).

The shapes of h(t) and p,.(t) in the vicinity of their peak will be similar if R,,[n] is an
impulse-like function. To ensure this is so, the sequence z[n] is selected to have such an auto

correlation property [C4.9].

With two sample interpolation, the two unknown parameters are the amplitude and loca-
tion of the peak of the pulse. While the method is somewhat tolerant of channel dispersion,
the analysis assumes the channel is a scaled delay (i.e. g(t) = ad(t — Tpeax), Where « is an un-
known constant), so that the output of the digital correlator in Fig. 4.1 can be approximated
as

Ryyln] = Rmy(tﬂt:nTs ~ ah (4.6)

(t) | tZ(TL*npeak*nfraC)TS !
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then the solution for ng,.. can be found by simultaneously solving the two equations

ah(_nfraCTs) - ‘R:vy [npeak]

, (4.7)

and  ah((1 = ngac)Ts) = |Ray[npeax + 1|, (4.8)

for 0 < ngae < 0.5. The system of two equations with two unknowns is reduced to a single

equation with one unknown, which is ng,., by dividing (4.7) by (4.8). This has

h(_nfracTs) _ ‘Rmy [npeak] ‘
h<1 - nfraCTs) |ny [npeak + 1”

(4.9)

Rcvy [npeak]

Denoting k = then substituting (4.2) and (4.5) into (4.9) yields

RIy [npeak+ 1]

N—1 sin(—7mngac /L)) cos(mrngac/L)
ZnZO Rmx[ ] (=mngrac/L)  1—(2rngeac/L)? — (4 10)
N-1 sin(m(1—ngrac)/L)) cos(mr(l—ngac)/L) :
2on=o Baaln] S ST e /7

Solving (4.10) for ng,e in the linear domain is far from straight forward and probably requires
an iterative search, but in the log domain, a good approximation to the solution can be
obtained quite easily. The key to the log domain solution is recognizing that ng,.. found
from (4.10) is a nearly linear function of In(x) in the range of 0 < ng,. < 0.5. The degree of

linearity depends on the pulse parameters L and r as illustrated in Fig.4.3.

The approximation for ng,. can be improved by segmenting the curves in Fig. 4.3 by a
few straight lines. In particular, a curve can be sampled at M points with equally spaced
ordinates and approximated by straight lines between the sample points. If the solution for

Neac 1S between points m and m + 1, then the segmented approximation yields

0.5/(M —1)

N(Kme1) — In(Kp)

0.5m
M—1

(In(k) — In(km)) +

(4.11)

Nfrac ~ 1

where K, , 0 < m < M — 1 is the value of x computed apriori from (4.10) using nga. =
0.5m/(M —1). The solution is between points m and m + 1 if and only if k,, < k < Kyyq-

The single segment approximation (i.e. M = 2) is the easiest to implement and therefore of
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most importance.

The cost of implementing (4.11) is reduced by expanding x into its definition, which is
Ray[npeak]

)
ny [npcak‘i'l] |
becomes

K= since the log of a ratio becomes a difference in logs. In doing this (4.11)

Nirac = 0.5/(M —1) (ln (|Rzy[npeak} |) —1In (|Rmy[npeak + 1] ‘) — ln(mm)) +

In(Kmy1) — In(kKpy,)

0.5m
M—1
(4.12)

0.5m

371 can be pre-computed

Since the slope 05/M=1) __ and the constants In(k,,) and

Hm«l»l)_ln(ﬁ'm)
and stored in a ROM, the resources required to implement the interpolator are 1 multiplier,
1 log function and 3 adders. Should the interpolator be implemented in an FPGA, it is
possible to incorporate the multiplier into the log function [C4.12], thereby eliminating the

need for dedicated multiplier hardware. Thus the circuit complexity would be similar to the

3-sample parabolic interpolator.

4.4 Simulation Results

First the performance of the proposed peak locator is evaluated for a non-dispersive

channel with impulse response ¢(t) = ad(t — Tpeax). This would be the case for time domain
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reflectometry (TDR) applications [C4.13, C4.1], where the spectrum of the pulse is inside
the bandwidth of the channel. The evaluation is done for a raised cosine pulse for roll-off
factors of r = 0.1, r = 0.25, » = 0.5 and r = 1 and for sampling rates of 1.25, 2, 4 and 8
times the 6 dB bandwidth of the pulse. One million simulation runs were performed, with
the fractional delay, ngac, for each run selected from a uniform distribution between —0.5
and 0.5 samples. In order to solely validate the performance of the approximations, no noise

is added to the system.

Table 4.1 shows the Mean Squared Error (MSE) of the estimate of 7,eax, normalized to
the sampling period 7. Three detection approaches were considered: parabolic interpolation

and log-domain interpolation with 1 and 7 line segments, i.e., with M = 2 and 8.

Table 4.1  Mean squared error in decibel normalized to sampling duration T

Peak location I Rolloff factor r
method 01 [ 025 | 05 | 1
1.25 | =25.9 | —25.4
Parabolic 2 —34.8 | —34.3 | —32.6 | —28.5
interpolation 4 —47.1 | —46.6 | —45 | —40.9
8 —59.3 | —H8.8 | —57 —53
Log-domain 1.25 | =30.9 | —-31
interpolation with 2 —43.1| —d34 | —d4 | —454
M- 9 4 —56.6 | —56.8 | —57.6 | —58.8
8 —68.9 | —69.2 | —-70 | —T71.1
Log-domain 1.25 | —53.2 | —53.3
mterpolation with |2 | ~0%3 | —045 | 652 | ~G6.4
Mg 4 774 | =776 | =783 | —=79.5
8 —89.7 | —89.8 | —90.6 | —91.8

It can be seen from the table that the log-domain approach, even with just 1 segment,
ie. M = 2, is significantly better than the 3-sample parabolic approach in all cases. For
example, for parameter L greater than or equal to 2, the proposed technique outperforms the
parabolic approach by at least 10 dB. Moreover, the parabolic approach is more sensitive to
the roll-off factor, as the MSE difference deteriorates by as much as 7 dB as the parameter
changes from » = 0.1 to r = 1. The deterioration is much less in the log domain approach.
Furthermore, if a higher precision result is required and additional computational complexity

can be tolerated, increasing the number of linear segments from 1 to 7 (M =2 to M=8) yields
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at least a 20 dB reduction in MSE.
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Figure 4.4 Detection accuracy versus SNR for various echo power.

Next, accuracy is measured when noise and distortion are added to the channel. The
example used for the analysis is drawn from a DOCSIS 3.0 single carrier QAM receiver. The
best sampling moment at the receiver is the peak of the timing recovery pulse [C4.14, C4.15].
DOCSIS 3.0 receivers are designed for a channel having a main path and possibly 3 echoes,
but the strength of one will dominate the other two. The power in the dominant echo will
be at most -10 dB with respect to the power of the main path. The delay of the dominant
echo with respect to the main path is uniformly distributed between 0 and 3 samples. The
timing recovery pulse is the output of a correlator. The digital sequence used for timing
estimation is a Barker sequence [C4.9] with a length of 13 samples. The tandem of the pulse

shaping and matched filter produces a raised cosine pulse with L = 2 and r = 0.25.

Fig. 4.4 shows the MSE on the estimation of Tpeax of the timing recovery pulse. Results
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are shown for channels with echos of strength —oo dB, —30 dB, —20 dB and —10 dB. The
delays for all echoes were uniformly distributed between 0 and 3 samples. It can be seen
in Fig. 4.4 that without echo distortion the log-domain approach significantly outperformed
the parabolic approach. Furthermore, timing MSE of the log-domain approach scales well
with signal to noise ratio (SNR) while the timing MSE of the parabolic method reaches
an apparent error floor around 4 x 107*. For the case of the strong -10 dB echo, the
timing recovery pulse is sufficiently distorted to affect the log-domain approach, dropping

its performance beneath that of the parabolic approach.
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Figure 4.5 Comparing mean squared error versus echo delay for SNR = 40 dB.

To further analyze the influence of echo distortion on peak detection, Fig. 4.5 shows the
MSE versus echo delay for a single echo with a power of —10 dB and —20 dB with respect
to the main path and an SNR of 40 dB. As can be seen on the figure, for the case of —10 dB
echo, the log-domain approach performs worse than the parabolic approach for echo delays

that are about a sample away from the main path. However, for the case of —20 dB echo,
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the log-domain approach is always better than the parabolic approach. It is obvious that
the log-domain approach is sensitive to short echo delays which are in the range from 0.5 to

1.5 samples with respect to the main path.

4.5 Conclusions

This paper proposes a technique for accurately locating the peak of an analog signal
after it has been sampled. The technique fits two samples in the vicinity of the peak to
a parameterized pulse in log domain. The technique outperforms the well-known three
sample parabolic interpolation in applications where the channel has either no echoes or
weak echoes or echoes with long delays. Aside from the main advantage of being more

accurate, a secondary advantage of the proposed technique is its economy.
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5. Channel Estimation Techniques for
DOCSIS 3.1 Upstream Channels

Published as:

Tung T. Nguyen, Brian Berscheid, Ha H. Nguyen and J. Eric Salt,“A novel iterative
OFDM channel estimation technique for DOCSIS 3.1 uplink channels,” Submitted to IEFE

Transactions on Broadcasting, Jul. 2016. * 2

As explained in Chapter 2, the conventional time-domain equalizer is not suitable for
wide-band systems due to the complexity issue. This is why OFDM/OFDMA is employed
in DOCSIS 3.1, which allows to use a low-complexity frequency-domain equalizer to reverse
the multipath channel effect. In order for the frequency-domain equalizer to work effectively,
the multipath channel’s parameters must be estimated prior to equalization. Furthermore,
the channel estimation is required to be highly accurate. This is because DOCSIS 3.1 employs
very high-order modulation schemes, hence a small inaccuracy in channel estimation may

lead to a severe demodulation error.

Given the importance of the channel estimation process in DOCSIS 3.1 systems, this
chapter proposes an OFDM channel estimation technique that jointly considers the effects of
coarse timing error and multipath propagation. Moreover, the proposed technique examines
a practical scenario for DOCSIS 3.1 channel that takes into account fractional timing error
and non sample-space echo delays. To simplify implementation, the proposed technique does

not use the channel state information (e.g. second-order statistic of the channel impulse

LA conference version is published as Tung T. Nguyen, Brian Berscheid, Ha H. Nguyen and J. Eric Salt,
“Iterative channel estimation for DOCSIS 3.1 uplink channels,” in Proc. IEEE Global Telecommun. Conf.,
Dec. 2016.

2 A patent application based on this technique has been filed as Brian Berscheid, Tung T. Nguyen, J. Eric
Salt, Ha H. Nguyen, “Method of Estimating the Frequency Response of Multipath Channels,” US Patent
Application 14/976,854 Filed December, 2015.
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response or the noise power, which are difficult to obtain in real systems). It is shown that
the proposed technique outperforms conventional OFDM channel estimation methods when

applied in DOCSIS 3.1 systems.

The main contribution to this manuscript comes from the student (first author), while

the three co-supervisors provide equal supervision effort.
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A Novel Iterative OFDM Channel Estimation
Technique for DOCSIS 3.1 Uplink Channels

Tung T. Nguyen, Member, IEEFE, Brian Berscheid Member, IEEE,
Ha H. Nguyen, Senior Member, IEEE and Eric Salt, Member, IEEE

Abstract

This paper presents an Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM) channel es-
timation technique that jointly considers the effects of coarse timing error and multipath
propagation. Many conventional approaches only consider an optimistic scenario where tim-
ing synchronization is perfect and each of the channel delays is an integer number of system
samples. In realistic scenarios timing offsets and echo delays are not integer multiples of
the systems sampling period. This threatens sub-carrier orthogonality and causes leakage
in the discrete Fourier transform (DFT)-based channel estimation method. Such leakage
leads to poor estimation and consequently reduces the system’s overall performance. This
paper proposes a novel iterative channel estimation technique, which considers the practical
scenario of fractional timing error and non sample-space echo delays. The proposed method
does not require channel state information (e.g. second-order statistic of the channel impulse
responses or the noise power). Moreover, timing error can be conveniently obtained with
the proposed technique. Simulation shows that, when comparing OFDM channel estimation
techniques under Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification (DOCSIS) 3.1 realistic
channel conditions, the proposed algorithm significantly outperforms all conventional meth-

ods known to the authors.

Index terms

OFDM, DOCSIS, channel estimations, inter-symbol interference, timing error estimation.
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5.1 Introduction

The demand for data services has steadily increased putting continuous pressure on data
service providers to increase the data throughput of their networks. Cable television (CATV)
networks are governed by a set of DOCSIS standards that place hard limits on bandwidth
and data rates. The latest version of the DOCSIS standard, DOCSIS 3.1 was released in
October 2013. DOCSIS 3.1 increases the bandwidth and data throughput available in CATV
networks by up to 10 Gbps downstream and 1 Gbps upstream.

Customer premises

I
' |
Cable Company : Cable modem [
Distribution Hub ! (CM) :
_________________ |
l | ! .
I I | !
I I | !
I I | !
l l ! |
I
: Cable Modem : I :
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: | ! IP phone
| | . . f=a |
i Internet Service i : 60000 27 P, :
I

Provider

Figure 5.1 DOCSIS broadband cable network.

Fig. 5.1 shows a simplified structure of a cable network. There are two main components
in the network: a cable modem (CM), which is located at the customer premises, and a cable
modem termination system (CMTS), located at the cable company’s headend. The CMTS
is responsible for managing a large number of cable modems residing in subscribers’ homes.
The CMTS allocates channel resources for each CM and schedules times for sending and
receiving packets. The CMTS has both Ethernet and Radio Frequency (RF) interfaces, such
that the Internet traffic can be routed from the Ethernet interface, through the CMTS and

then onto the RF ports that are connected to coaxial cable networks, eventually reaching
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the cable modem in the subscriber’s home.

DOCSIS 3.1 is markedly different from prior versions of the standard in that OFDM is
used in the downstream and Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiple Access (OFDMA) is
used in the upstream directions. By effectively modulating signals on narrow-band carriers,
OFDM/OFDMA can mitigate inter-symbol interference while simplifying the structure of

the channel equalizer.

Cable plants generate a number of channel impairments, some of which differ from typ-
ical OFDMA systems discussed in the literature such as 3G, LTE, or WiFi. The greatest
difference is in the transmission medium, which is coaxial cable for CATV systems. Coaxial
cable is slow time-varying channel, over which the signal from a CM reaches a CMTS via a
main path and possibly several echo paths. Aside from using DOCSIS 3.1-compliant modu-
lators/demodulators, cable operators must upgrade their cable infrastructure to satisfy the
standard imposed by DOCSIS 3.1. For example, while DOCSIS 3.0 allows the power in a
single echo to be 10 dB lower than the main path’s power, DOCSIS 3.1 restricts the power in
an echo to be at least 16 dB lower than the main path’s power. The latest DOCSIS standard
opens new opportunities as well as presenting issues and challenges for researchers to make

contributions into the newly specified cable systems.

While OFDMA systems have been studied for many years, the DOCSIS 3.1 upstream
standard is unique in that it tries to maximize the overall spectral efficiency of the newly
upgraded cable system (i.e., to operate as close to the Shannon limit as conditions allow). In
particular, the OFDMA upstream multicarrier system contains up to 3800 data sub-carriers
occupying a total bandwidth of 96 MHz. Moreover, the DOCSIS 3.1 upstream specifications
introduce very high order modulation schemes, with mandatory support up to 1024-QAM
and optional support for constellations up to 4096-QAM, which allows the network operators

to maximize their network capacity and take advantage of signal quality improvements.

In order to effectively demodulate a spectrally efficient signal, it is necessary to employ
coherent demodulation, which involves estimation and tracking of the multipath channel.

With a dense constellation such as 4096-QAM, the signal can be easily distorted by a small
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impairment, therefore demodulation must be aided with a highly accurate channel estimator.
To serve this purpose, DOCSIS 3.1 specifies a pilot-based wide-band probing mode, where
the sub-carriers of an OFDMA symbol are dedicated to channel estimation. The method
of estimating such a channel from the pilot signal is unspecified, as the standard leaves
opportunities for DOCSIS 3.1 device manufacturers to come up with their own design. Since
approaches that had been used for typical OFDMA systems are either having inadequate
performance, unsuitable for the coaxial cable model or too complex, device manufacturers

are eagerly looking for new efficient designs specifically for the DOCSIS 3.1 problem at hand.

There are several channel estimation techniques that have been studied for pilot-based
estimation. The simplest one, which is Least Square (LS) estimation [C5.1], does not require
any channel state information (CSI). LS estimators work with samples in the frequency
domain and are relatively low in complexity. However, they suffer from relatively high mean-

square error, which is proportional to the power of additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN).

A better technique, which also performs estimation in the frequency domain, is linear
minimum mean-square error (LMMSE) estimation [C5.2]. This technique yields much bet-
ter performance than the LS estimator, especially under low signal-to-noise ratio (SNR)
scenarios. The major drawback of the LMMSE estimator is that it requires knowledge of
the channel auto-correlation matrix and the noise variance, which are usually unknown at
the receiver. The computational complexity of the LMMSE estimator is also very high as it
requires a matrix inversion. Many have attempted to reduce the complexity of the LMMSE

estimator [C5.3, C5.4] at the expense of a small sacrifice in estimation accuracy.

Another very good approach uses discrete Fourier transform (DFT) based channel esti-
mation. The DFT-based method firstly employs an LS estimator to obtain the channel’s
frequency response (CFR). Then the discrete-time channel impulse response (CIR) is ob-
tained by performing an inverse discrete Fourier transform (IDFT) on the CFR. Since the
energy of the CIR is typically concentrated in a few taps having short delays, the algorithm’s
performance can be improved if a few taps whose power is significantly higher than noise are

preserved while the rest are forced to zero [C5.5]. This operation is commonly referred to as
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denoising. After denoising, the CIR is transformed back to the frequency domain to obtain
the estimated CFR. Consequently, the DF'T approach helps to remove the noise power from
the LS-estimated CFR. In general, DFT-based methods have moderate complexity thanks
to Fast Fourier Fransform (FFT) algorithms and perform much better than the LS estimator

[C5.6] at low SNRs.

However, with the DFT method, performance degradation can occur due to leakage
between samples in the discrete-time CIR. There are two sources of leakage. The first is
leakage by multipath components that have non sample-spaced delays. In the case of non
sample-spaced delays, the energy from a single multipath component is spread over multiple
sample-spaced taps in the discrete time CIR. When the noise-only taps are eliminated, por-
tions of the leakage energy are also removed and thus the estimation will show an error floor.
The second type of leakage emerges if not all sub-carriers are used for channel estimation.
In particular, in a typical OFDM system, the sub-carriers at both ends of the spectrum are
left null to form guard bands. Not using the end sub-carriers degrades the performance of
DFT-based techniques as this is equivalent to placing a rectangular window in the frequency
domain which translates to convolution with a sinc-like function in the time domain. This
causes the energy of the CIR to spread out in time. Denoising cuts off the tails of the
sinc-like functions causing ripples around the edge sub-carriers when the denoised CIR is
converted back to the frequency domain [C5.7]. This phenomenon is often referred to as an
“edge effect” or “border effect” and results in estimation errors not being equally distributed
over all sub-carriers. To date studies that effectively address the two leakage issues of the

DFT-based techniques have not been found.

The usefulness of the standard channel estimation techniques discussed above is somewhat
limited in DOCSIS 3.1 systems, as upstream wideband probing has a subcarrier skipping
option. In subcarrier skipping mode, multiple upstream users transmit wideband probing
signals on different subcarriers of the same OFDM symbol. Each user transmits on a dif-
ferent set of subcarriers that are spaced K sub-carriers apart, where K is the number of
simultaneous users. The use of subcarrier skipping with K simultaneous users allows a K-

fold increase in the efficiency of the wideband probing process as compared to a single user
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probing scheme. However, it places additional computational burden on the receiver, which
must generate an estimate of the entire channel for each user despite receiving pilots on only

every Kth subcarrier.

This paper proposes a novel channel estimation technique that can be applied effectively
to generic OFDMA systems, but was designed with DOCSIS 3.1 in mind. The technique
iteratively removes the DF'T leakage energy and detects the major taps in the CIR without
any prior knowledge of the CSI. This method not only substantially enhances the channel
estimation accuracy, but also can, at the same time, accurately detect the timing error.
Furthermore, it is capable of accurately interpolating between received pilot symbols, making

it well-suited to channel probing schemes involving DOCSIS 3.1-style subcarrier skipping.

5.2 OFDM Channel Model

Consider the baseband-equivalent OFDMA system shown in Fig. 5.2. The channel band-
width is divided into N sub-carriers, M of which are used for channel estimation and are
assigned BPSK preamble symbols X[m], m = 0,1,...,M — 1. According to DOCSIS 3.1
specifications [C5.8], there are guard bands at both ends of the allocated spectrum that
cannot be used for data transmission. This restricts the location of the pilot sub-carriers,
which are usually centered at the middle of the allocated spectrum. Denote the vector of
pilot sub-carrier indexes as & = [§(0),S(1),...,S(M — 1)]. The vector elements are related
by S(m) = 8(0) + mK,m =0,1,..., M — 1, where S(0) is the “start” sub-carrier and K is
sub-carrier “skipping” factor [C5.8].

The OFDMA transmitter employs an IDFT module of size N for modulation. The stan-
dard IDFT/DFT is not used here, but rather the transform pair specified in DOCSIS 3.1,
where the sub-carrier indexing is shifted by —N/2 sub-carriers. Using the DOCSIS 3.1 IDFT,
the transmitted time-domain samples are written as 24[n| = \/LN SMZ X [m] exp <w> :
where n =0, 1,..., N —1 denotes the sample index. To avoid inter-symbol interference (ISI),

a cyclic prefix (CP) consisting of Ngp samples is prefixed to the OFDMA symbol. After
performing parallel to serial (P/S) conversion, the time-domain samples are serially passed

through a DAC clocked at sampling rate F and filtered with an image rejection filter to
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Figure 5.2 Baseband-equivalent OFDM system for channel probing.

generate the continuous-time signal. Assuming ideal digital to analog (D/A) conversion, the

continuous-time signal can be expressed as

M—-1

2olt) = \/LN mzzo X[m] exp (ﬂ”(s(m) — N/2)(t = Tg)) C0<t<NT+T, (5.1)

NT;

where T, = 1/Fj is the sampling period and 7}, is guard interval in seconds. 7T}, is the duration
of the CP which is NeopTs. It is obvious that after the CP is inserted x,(t) = z,(t+NTy),V t €

0, 7,]. In general, the validity of (5.1) depends on how well the up-conversion is performed.
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A channel in a coaxial cable distribution network consists of many paths created by
impedance mismatches among terminals and ports of devices that make up the network.
Each path is characterized by a gain factor «; and an associated delay ¢; normalized to
sampling period T;. Without loss of generality, ¢ is taken to be 0 and ¢; is the delay of path
ith relative to the delay of path 0*". The impulse response of the baseband-equivalent of the

multipath channel is given by
-1
he(t) = ad(t) + Y aid(t — T2), (5.2)
i=1

where 0 is the Dirac delta function. Furthermore, the parameter L is the number of paths
in the multipath channel. The channel’s delay spread in seconds is €y,.Ts, Where €. =

_max ¢ which is the delay of the longest multipath component relative to the first.
i=1,...,L—

The continuous time signal received at the receiver is the convolution of the transmitted

signal and the impulse response of the multipath channel. That is

ya(t) = /oo he(8)za(t — 10T — 0)d6 + w(t)
’ - (5.3)
= apry(t — 10Ts) + Z ;T (t — 1oTs — €,Ts) + w(t),

i=1
where w(t) is a zero-mean AWGN noise process and 7, is the timing offset (normalized to
sampling period Ty) introduced by error in detecting the start time of the received OFDMA
symbol. There are many coarse timing estimation techniques, e.g. [C5.9, C5.10, C5.11,
C5.12], that can detect the start time of the received OFDMA frame. With coarse timing,

the detection error can be a few samples.

Assume the system is well designed so that the length of the CP is greater than the
channels delay spread, i.e., Ty > €max 15, as illustrated in Fig. 5.3. To ensure the DEF'T output
is ISI-free, the error in the coarse timing detection must not exceed the slack in the CP. This

places the following constraint on coarse timing error:
0 < To < NCP — €max; (54)
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where 7y is the error in coarse timing in samples. By defining 7, = ¢, 479, 1 =1,2,..., L —1,

the timing error can be incorporated into the base-band channel to get the more realistic

impulse response given by:

he(t) =Y aid(t —7T). (5.5)
=0
Then (5.3) simplifies to
L—1
vat) =Y airg(t — 7T) +w(t), 0<t<NT, +7T, (5.6)
=0

The continuous time signal is band-limited and digitally sampled at the receiver with the
sampling rate F,. After coarse timing detection is performed, the CP is removed. The

discrete-time samples after CP removal are given by

yaln] = ya(t)

L-1
= Zaixa(nTs +T,—7T;)+wn|], n=01,...,N—1, (5.7)
-0

t=nT}s +Tq

where wn| is w(t) sampled at t = nTs + T, after it has been band-limited. w[n| is complex

white Gaussian noise with zero mean and variance o2. To recover the data, an N-point DFT
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block transforms the time-domain sequence back to the frequency-domain:

Viml = = yaln] exp (—m(s(w;; - N/2)n>
] V==t Mol j2m(S(k) — N/2)(nTs — 7,Ts) .
=~ o X k] exp ( NT. ) X (5.8)

)—i—W[m], m=0,1,...,M —1,

where

Wil = 3 wl] (—m(su?v) - N/2)n) | 5.9

yim] = £ 57 X[k '_ 0 3 exp (ﬂ”(s(’f) _S(m))"> «

Wim
N )+ & (5.10)

where H|[m] is the multipath channel’s frequency response at sub-carrier S(m), given as

H[m] = z_: Q; exp (_jQW(S(ﬂ;\; — N/2)Ti> : (5.11)

With the input/output model of (5.10), the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) of the received

signal is defined as

oxp  EUXIIHIP S o

E{[Wm|P) = (5-12)

The task of channel estimation is to obtain the frequency response of the entire channel,
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which is ideally given as

L—1 .

—jor(k — N/2)7,

F[k]—Zoziexp( 727 v /)T>, k=01,.... N—1 (5.13)
1=0

from known values of X [m] and observed values of Y'[m/|. Since F[k] is a function of the 2L

unknown parameters {ai, Ti}i_o ,

an estimate of F'[k]| is obtained from estimates of the 2L
unknown parameters. Conventional methods estimate M values of H|m] and then interpolate
between them to get the entire frequency response, F[k]. In this paper we present a novel
method to obtain 2L values of {ai, Ti}L_Ol. As long as 2L < M, it will be demonstrated in

1=
the following section that estimating {ozi, Ti}L_Ol directly provides a better estimate of F'[k].

7=

5.3 Conventional Channel Estimation Techniques

This section will discuss several methods that have been used in conventional OFDM/OFDMA
systems. The performance measure used for comparison is the mean squared error between

the ideal and estimated channel frequency responses.

5.3.1 Least-square (LS) estimation

This is the simplest estimation technique, which can be performed without any knowledge

of the channel statistic. In particular, the LS technique estimates the frequency response
~ M—1
of the channel at M frequencies from M observations. The M estimates, {HLS [m]}

m=0

~ 2
minimize SV |V [m] — Hys[m]X[m]| [C5.2]. The first step is to estimate the frequency
response of the channel at the frequencies of the M pilot tones. The frequency response for

pilot tone m, which is sub-carrier S(m), is calculated by

Hysm] = )im - HW]X}?E}J Wl _ ]+ W), m=0.1,... M—1. (5.14)

To be consistent with the literature in the field, the index m in Hyg [m] is the pilot tone
number, not the more commonly used sub-carrier number. The preamble symbols X (m) are

drawn from a BPSK constellation and are taken to be 41 without loss of generality. Then
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W[m] = V;(/[—Z;]} = +W/[m] are Gaussian distributed random variables with zero mean and

variance o2 .

The second step is to apply interpolation on PAILS [m] to obtain the estimated channel
transfer function, I 1s[k]. There are a number of well-known interpolation techniques, in-
cluding linear interpolation and Spline Cubic interpolation [C5.13]. A detailed discussion of
the merits of various interpolation techniques is outside the scope of this paper. Ideally, with
zero interpolation error, the MSE performance of the LS estimator can be approximated in

closed form as:

MSEpg — E{‘H[m] - }AILS[m]’Z} _E {(’W[m]f} .y (5.15)

5.3.2 DFT-based estimation

The DFT-based algorithm was designed for channels with an impulse response that has
most of its energy concentrated in a small number of taps [C5.14, C5.6, C5.15]. The DFT-
based method reduces the noise in the estimate of the impulse response by setting the low
energy taps to zero. Therefore, the performance of the DFT-based method depends on the
energy distribution in the impulse response. If the energy is concentrated in a few taps then

it will outperform the LS estimation.

The method involves a series of steps beginning with an M-point IDFT on Hyg [m] to

obtain the approximation of the time-domain channel response of the LS estimated channel?,

30nly under a set of special conditions g[n] becomes the impulse response of the physical channel, i.e.
g[n] = hc(t)’t:nT . The special conditions are h.(t) =0 for t > NT,/K and M = N/K, i.e. no guard bands.
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given as

M—1 :
n] 1 ~ im] j2mmn
n)=— m] ex
9 M 2 LS P M
M—1 : M—1
1 j2mmn 1 —~ Jj2mmn
i 2 H[m]exp ( 7 ) + i T;) Wm|exp ( 7 ) (5.16)
din b
=d[n]+nn], n=0,1,..., M —1,

where n[n] is AWGN noise with zero mean and variance o % |

component of g[n], can be shown to be

= mz::() Z;a - (—j2w(s<n;v) . N/z)ﬂ-) - ( j27]§;nn>
. S e (—m(sm) £ - N/2><Mn/N>> )
" 2e(S(0) 4 mEK — NJDW/K) (—2n(S(0) - N2/
e R
- ( —jon(S ( N/2 ) gaﬂ Zle (j271’ (0) + mK — Z]\\;/2)(n/K - Mn-/N))
~ exp (_M(Sz(\%(_ N/Q)n) L 01 aM o ( jnA(n ~ ]\f{KTi /N)) Sizn(l W(g;(qi ;\4 ]\[4([:;]\/[])\7]\)4 ;
(5.17)

where A = 25(0) — N + (M — 1)K. It should be noted that if delay 7; is an integer
multiple of N/(MK), the i*" channel path energy is concentrated in a single tap located at

n = MKrT;/N, otherwise the energy is distributed among all the taps of d[n]

The second step is to select the significant taps of g[n|. A tap is deemed to be significant

if its magnitude is much larger than the standard deviation of the noise, i.e. |g[n]| > o,

115



Specifically, the sequence g[n] of significant taps is constructed from g[n] using:

" g[nl, it |g[n]] > Aw
iln] = (5.18)
0, otherwise,

where the constant Ay, is a threshold used to select the most significant taps of g[n].

The third step is to estimate the frequency response at all sub-carriers by taking the

N-point DFT of g[n]. This yields:

M-1 .
s ~ —712nk(nN/M K
FDFT[k] = g[n] eXp ( (N / ) )
n=0
— —j2rkn 19
_ nzog[n]exp< ?\4}( ) k=01,.... N—1

=B Y el —diP p+ES ST Jallf? (520)

n:lg[n]|>Awm nilg[n]|<Aem
2
_ 0w Lsig p
M prune

where L, is the number of significant taps and Ppyune is the power in the N — Lg, taps of
d[n] that were pruned in the construction of g[n|. Raising the threshold Ay, reduces Lg,,
thus reducing %, but increases Pprune. Since both contribute to the MSE, there is an

optimum value of Ag, that minimizes the MSE [C5.6].

To reduce the complexity of the DF'T method, system designers should select parameter
M as a power of 2 to make use of the Fast Fourier Transform that can be applied to calculate

(5.16), otherwise (5.16) will be computationally demanding,.
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5.3.3 LMMSE estimator

The LMMSE estimator is a linear estimator that employs the second-order statistics of
the channel to minimize the MSE [C5.1, C5.3]. Since it uses information about the channel,
the LMMSE estimator performs much better than the LS estimator. This extra information

is the auto covariance function of the channel.

The LMMSE estimation of the channel can be done in either the time domain or the

frequency domain [C5.3]. In the time-domain, from (5.16) and (5.17), one has

g=d+mn, (5.21)

where g,d and 1 are defined as the column vectors:

g = [90], g[1]....,g[M —1]]", (5.22)
d = [d[0],d[1],...,d[M —1]]", (5.23)
n = [o],nl1],...,n[M —1]]". (5.24)

The problem becomes estimating d from g. The best linear estimator in the mean-square

error sense is given as [C5.2, C5.3, C5.1]

Rdd

— % g, 5.25
Rdd—l—IMU%g ( )

g=

where Ry, is the auto-covariance matrix of d, which is assumed to be known apriori, and

I, is the M x M identity matrix. From (5.17), the vector d can be expressed as

Do,o Do,l Tt DO,L—l &%)
D D <o Dy «
e G R o2 (5.26)
DM—l,O DM—1,1 Tt DM—LL—I o,y
\_ B - \_ _/

where D is the M x L matrix with elements D,,;, n=20,1,..., M -1, [ =0,1,...,L —1,
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defined as

Do exp <— jzﬂ(sj(\g)[; N/2)n) - ( jrAn ~ ]\If(Kn /N)) .

sin (7(n — MK7/N))
M sin (w(n — MK7/N)/M)’

(5.27)

It is pointed out that matrix DD, where the superscript H denote the conjugate trans-
pose operation, is generally known as the leakage matrix [C5.16, C5.17], since it describes
the correlation among the discrete channel taps. When the echoes in the channel have delays

that are integer multiples of NT,/(MK), DD becomes a size M x M diagonal matrix.

The delays in the multipath propagation environment in CATV networks change slowly,
or not at all, over time. Assuming the delays and magnitudes of the echoes are known, i.e.,

7; and |oy| are known, the channel auto-covariance matrix can be written as

Ry =E{dd"} = E{Daa™D"} = DE {aa™} D*
a2 0 0 0 |
0 Jau? 0 0 (5.28)
o 0 0

0 0 0 o, [

The mean squared estimation error can be expressed as [C5.18]

MSELMMSE =E {Hg dH } = U Trace (W)
(5.29)

o 02 A ;)
MZAZ+02/ _MZ oy + 02 /M

1=

where \;, 1 =0,1,..., M — 1 are the eigenvalues of Ry.

There are many approaches to finding a good approximation for Rg44, such as those
presented in [C5.14, C5.15, C5.17] and [C5.19]. All require additional observations or some

apriori knowledge of the channel. Clearly, the accuracy of the LMMSE channel estimator
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depends on quality of the estimate used for Ry;. The MSE given by (5.29) assumes Ry
is known exactly. Since Ry, is rarely if ever known exactly, (5.28) serves as an optimistic

performance target for channel estimators.

5.4 Iterative Channel Estimation Algorithm

In this section, a novel channel estimation algorithm is developed for channels where the
only distortion is due to multipath propagation. This iterative algorithm is developed sequen-
tially in three sub-sections. Sub-section 5.4.1 constructs a basic estimator that illustrates the
principle of operation. The algorithm is revised in sub-section 5.4.2 to significantly enhance
the accuracy and then generalized in sub-section 5.4.3. Sub-section 5.4.4 then summarizes

the final algorithm.

5.4.1 Iterative channel estimation

The iterative algorithm assumes a multipath channel that has a finite number of paths
and is designed to estimate the channel parameters, which are time delays 7; and amplitudes
a;, 1=0,1,...,L — 1, of the paths. The estimated parameters, denoted as 7; and &; can be

used to obtain the frequency response of the entire channel with the following equation:

L—1 . ~

=~ N —j2m(k — N/2)7;
ECE [k] = ZO Q; €XP ( N ; (530)
where £k = 0,1,..., N — 1. The proposed iterative channel estimation technique starts by
performing an inverse Fourier transform on % The transform has a length of NU/K,

where U is a parameter which controls the resolution of the resulting time domain vector

qlu], given as

1 =2 Ym) j2m (m + (S(0) = N/2)/K)u
i ) exp ( NUJK ) . (5.31)

qlu] =

S

m=0

Note that U is not necessarily an integer, but rather a number that is chosen to make NU/K

an integer. One suggestion is to make NU/K a power of two so that the complexity of (5.31)
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can be reduced through the use of Fast Fourier Transform algorithm. Equation (5.31) can

be simplified as follows:

qlu] = % Z_ Hm]exp (ﬂﬂ(m t <‘]9\£?])/;(N/2)/K)U> +p[u]
o ~ . (5.32)
=blu] + plu], w=0,1,..., NU/K — 1,
where p[u] is the AWGN noise component given by
plu] = % Z_ Ij(/[[;l]] exp (j%(m i (fég)/}N/z)/K)u) , (5.33)

=l

which has zero mean and variance ai =

Since M < N/K, the complexity of (5.31) is equivalent to an %—poin‘c IDFT. The signal

component of (5.31) can be expressed in a more meaningful form as

1 = —j2r(S(m) — N/2)r; j2m(m + (S(0) = N/2)/K)u
Qj exXp ( ) exp < NU/K >

= Ry —j2m(8(0) + mK — N/2)7, g2 (mK + S(0) — N/2)u/U
fzogl 0exp( N )exp( N )

o (jQﬂ(S(O) _ ]\jf\{z)(u/U - Ti)) Mz_lexp (j%mK(Jz\L/U — Ti)>

j27rMK(u/U—T,-)> 1

o _ w/U —1;)\ XP N
:;aiﬁe}{p (]2 (S(0) J\]fv/2)( /U )) exp&%)l

L1 . <j7T(28(0) —N+ (M- 1)K)(u/U — T2)> sin(w(u/U —TZ-)MK/N)

m=0

= ;e .
= N M sin(7(u/U — Ti)K/N)/
T(# i)
L-1 u
=N ar <——Ti), w=0,1,...,(NU/K) -1, (5.34)
=0 U

where b[u] is represented as a summation of several channel path kernel functions, T(-), that
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are delayed by 7; and scaled in amplitude by «;. Each Y(-) function represents a path in the

channel.

The shape of the Y(-) function is more clear when it is expressed as

Y(x) = exp (]W]\?x> psinc (%, M) : (5.35)

where A = 25(0) — N + (M — 1)K and psinc(z, M) is the Dirichlet or periodic sinc function,
defined as

sin(mMx)
M sin(7zx)”’ X ¢ Z

(—=1)* M=V g € 7.

psinc(z, M) = (5.36)

The Y(z) function has zero-crossings at integer multiples of N/(MK), and therefore the
width of the main lobe is 2N /(M K'), which is inversely proportional to KM, as illustrated
in Fig. 5.4. This relatively narrow main lobe ensures the magnitude of Y(x) has a sharp

peak at x = 0. Furthermore, the peak value of Y(z) is 1.

1 . . . o . . .
0.8
0.6
0.4

0.2t Q\ E \ .
= LT AN
}—4 y o ~ \ \ ./ J \\\ / N / W y |

-0.2 <

"

-0.4
-0.6
-0.8

[l
SN

-8 -6 -4 -2 0 2 4 6 8
x

Figure 5.4 Example of T function, taken with N = 16, A = 0 and different values
for parameters M and K, indicated on the Figure.
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The iterative channel estimation technique centers on peak detection of g[u]. Without

loss of generality, the path indices are defined based on path strength such that
’O{0| Z ‘Oél| 2 c Z |CYL_1|. (537)

Provided U is chosen large enough for

(i)

U
U 7 <T] > T V]#Z,Z:O,l,Q,,L—l, <538)

U 7

where (-) indicates rounding, then from (5.35), (5.37) and (5.38) it follows that

ot (B2 ) o (222 )

This indicates oY ({(7oU)/U — 79) is the dominant magnitude contributor to b [(7oU)]. The

, Vi=1,2,...,L—1. (5.39)

estimates of «; and 7; can be found iteratively starting with a rough approximation of the

parameters of the first path, oy and 7y as follows:

1 _

uy' = argmax |q[ulf,
u=0,1,...NU/K—1 (5.40)
7 — w0 and &Y = glull),

where the superscript ) indicates that the value was found on the first iteration. Rough

estimates of the parameters of the second path can then be generated by subtracting the

estimated contribution of the first path, a([)l]T(u JU — ) from q[u] to yield:
= argmax  |oful - aYT(w/U — 7|
u=0,1,..,NU/K—1 (5.41)
?[1 = ul]/U and o a [u[ll]] ag (U[ll}/U - ?31]).
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Similarly, rough estimates for o;, 7;, 1 = 2,3,..., L — 1, are found using

—_

71—

argmax  |q[u] — &E}T(U/U — ?,Ll])
u=0,1,...NU/K~1 J

i—1
7 =0 U and & = qlu] = Y @0 -7

i
k=0

Y

i

(5.42)

After a set of rough estimates are obtained, the estimates for oy and 7y can be improved

by removing the estimated contributions from paths 1 to L — 1 from q[u]. The improved

estimates of ag and 7y in this 2" iteration are given by
L—1
u! = argmax qfu] = Y@ T(w/U = 7).
u=0,1,..,.NU/K—1 P
Ly (5.43)
A[Q = uo]/U and a[ J = q[ug]] - ag}T(ugﬂ/U — ﬁ[cl]).
k=1

In a similar manner, the better estimates of oy and 7y can be used to produce better estimates
of a; and 7. The estimates can be continually improved in this iterative fashion. Specifically,

the impulse response of path ¢ on iteration v is approximated by

g Gt r — A (U — 3) — =ty (g 7 — 7
g |ul = qlu] — zz:; (u/ ) k;ﬂ (u/ ) (5.4
Y(u/U—1),

and the improved estimates of «; and 7; are given by

= argmax g/,

u=0,1,...NU/K—1 (5.45)
A = /U and a7 = gl

After several iterations the estimates reach, or at least nearly reach, steady state values,
which are denoted as @; and 7;. These steady state values are used in (5.30) to obtain the

estimated frequency response of the channel.
The accuracy of the aforementioned approximation is significantly affected by the error
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in 7;. The proposed approach ideally estimates 7; = (7;U)/U. Thus the estimation error in
the worst case could be 0.5/U, i.e., |T; — 7;| < 0.5/U. Obviously, larger U reduces the error
at the cost of increasing the estimator’s complexity. Furthermore, the error in 7; has the
corresponding effect of diminishing the magnitude of @; by up to |Y(0.5/U)|. For the case
of M = N, the reduction can be as much as -4 dB, -0.9 dB and -0.2 dB for U =1, U = 2
and U = 4, respectively.

5.4.2 Further enhancing estimation accuracy

The estimate for 7; used in section 5.4.1 is rather crude. The accuracy of this estimator,
which simply rounds the argument of (5.45) to the sample nearest to the peak, can be
improved by interpolating between the two samples nearest the peak, thus eliminating the

rounding error, as shown in Fig. 5.5.

08 T T T T

e
~
T

e
(o2}
T

o
a1
T

g []

Amplitude

03} |
o _o[.7]5r(u/2 —2.1) |
* q; [u]
01r o Vertex at (2.1,0.75) |
01 15 é 2?5 3

u/2
Figure 5.5 Example of interpolation with U = 2. T function is obtained with
M =N =32and A =0.

There are several ways of interpolating between two samples. The method used here is
to find the parameters 7; and @; that force ;Y (u;/U — 7;) and o?{f((ﬂi +1)/U - ﬂ) to equal

the samples on each side of the peak of the argument, where the pair of indices u = u; and
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u = u; + 1 can be found, or at least estimated as

Uimax =  argmax
u=0,1,..,NU/K—1

¢l

Y

I 1, (5.46)

v
qi [ui,max -

Qz[u] [ai,max + 1]) Z

ui,maxa if
U; =
Uimax — 1, otherwise.

As shown in Fig. 5.4, the Y(-) function has multiple extrema. For the interpolation to
yield a unique and accurate solution, the two samples used must be on opposite sides of the
main lobe peak, i.e. w;/U < 7; < (u;+1)/U. Under this constraint, the solutions for &; and

7, can be found by simultaneously solving

@Y (/U —7) = ¢,
(3 + 1)/U —7) = ¢ + 1], (5.47)

i

n /U <7, <(n;+1)/U.

\

The solution for 7; from (5.47) is given by 7; = (u; + 6;)/U, where 6; is the root of the

following equation:

) T(=6/0) _exp(—jm> sin (52 sin (57) (5.48)
o[ +1]  T((1=0:)/U) NU /) sin (5500) sin (=200 |

UN

where 6; € [0,1] and A is defined in (5.35). Since sin(x) > 0 Vz € (0,7), equation (5.48) can
be simplified to

]~ sin (2K sin (—”K(kei))
g [ui] NU NU
‘I/} ~ ‘1 - . 7KO0;\ . TMK(1-0;) - F(el) (549>
|qi Ui + H sm(UN)sm< TN )
: a[ii]
Denoting k = 1 , 0; can be found as
q; [ai‘f'l]‘
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Solving (5.50) in real-time is possible, but very costly due to the complexity of T'().
Moreover, the precision of the computation must be very high when 6; is close to 0 or 1, i.e.,

when the denominator of (5.49) approaches zero.

l T T T T T I)I‘ )I‘I T T T
.y
09k U — 4 U — 2 /*'/ |
0.8 - /% -
¥
0.7f v U=1 i
06} / i
X 05 8
/
0.4r / -
¥
03} ¥ i
02t d 1 -
o —% Ty, (In(r))
o1r g ——BIn(k) + 0.5] 7
O S XI 1 1 1 € I| 1 1 1 1 1
25 2 15 -1 05 0 05 1 15 2 25
In(k)

Figure 5.6 0; as a function of In(k). Other parameters are selected as M =
1900, K =1,N =2048 and U = 1,2, 4.

Fortunately, (5.50) can be modified to yield a hardware friendly form. Since x = e, ¢,
can be expressed as the function of In(k) defined as Fgé(ln(m)) =T1(e™®)) = T=1(k). The
simplicity of the logarithmic form is illustrated in Fig. 5.6, where 6; is plotted as a function

of In(k) for 3 values of U. It is apparent from Fig. 5.6 that for U > 2, Fgé() is nearly linear

and can be approximated by Fgé(ln(n‘)) ~ [1n(k)+ 0.5, where [ is a coefficient that can be

pre-computed from system parameters K, M, N and U as

—0.5
p= In (Sin(”f\\f/lf)/M) —1In (sin(%)) ' (5:51)
0; can then be approximated by
0; =~ (k) + 0.5 = B(In(|g/ [@]]) — n(|¢[@ + 1]])) + 0.5, (5.52)

for U > 2. Note that (5.52) does not require a division operation, and is therefore significantly
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more hardware friendly than (5.50).

There are two ways to find the echo strength @;. The straight forward approach is to
substitute 6; into (5.47), yielding the following expression:

W

= & [ui]

X (=60 (5.53)

Although (5.53) is computationally simple, it amplifies the noise and ISI present in qz[”] [w;].
In the worst-case scenario, this results in the noise and ISI being increased by a factor of
|T(1/U)~t|. This factor decreases as the resolution factor U increases. For the system
parameters shown in Fig. 5.6, the worst case amplification values are 11.12 dB, 1.66 dB and

0.39 dB for U = 1,2 and 4, respectively. Alternatively, &; can be found as:

M-1 . L—1
1 ~ 2n(S — N/2)7;
G = Hislmlexp (] 7 (m])\[ / )r) -y T (7= 7), (5.54)
m=0 k=0,k=i
which is computationally more expensive than (5.53), but it prevents the noise and interfer-
ence amplification effect. Consequently, for U < 2, it is advisable to use (5.54) in order to
avoid severe performance degradation due to noise amplification. For U > 2, the amplifica-

tion effect is minimal, so the more computationally efficient (5.53) is preferred.

5.4.3 Estimating the number of channel paths

The ICE technique does not require any channel information, except for an initial es-
timation of the number of channel paths, denoted as E, which must be determined before
performing the iterative channel estimation. In reality, the parameter L in (5.34) should be
replaced by L so that the ICE algorithm will estimate 2L channel parameters, {a;, 7; iE:_Ol,

instead of 2L. Therefore it is reasonable to expect the best performance achieved when

~

L=1L.

In some cases, such as CATV networks, the plant is maintained to limit the number of
dominant echo paths. For example, networks that use DOCSIS 3.0 equipment are restricted

to L < 4 while networks that use DOCSIS 3.1 equipment are restricted to L < 2. There-
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fore it is reasonable to fix parameter L =2in equipment used in DOCSIS 3.1 upstream

transmission.

Although the ICE technique was initially designed for DOCSIS 3.1 systems, it applies
to general OFDMA systems, where the parameter L is not so constrained and the initial
guesstimation of L affects the channel estimation performance. In particular, with the pro-
posed ICE technique, if the number of paths in the channel is under-detected, i.e. L < L,
there will be performance degradation as the model is unable to compensate for the least
significant channel paths. If the number of path is over-detected, i.e. L> L, the ICE tech-
nique would interpret noise samples as channel paths. Since the power of noise is much less
than the power of an echo, e.g. |, ||* > ag, performance degradation due to over-detection
is generally less than the degradation caused by under-detection. Therefore, it is better to

error on the side of over-detection.

Moreover, the performance degradation caused by over-detection can be mitigated as
the significant power difference between echoes and noise can be exploited to suppress the
over-detected paths. In particular, a threshold can be employed to differentiate the channel

paths from the noise. The thresholding process replaces (5.53) and (5.54) with:

(

0, if ‘%M [@H < Ar
M—-1 17 i2m(S(m)—N/2)7;
7 2om—o Hus[m]exp (%)

— Sk Y (7= 7)), if [ql[@]] > Ar and U < 2

(5.55)

¢ [@:]/ Y (= 0:/U), otherwise,

where Ar is the threshold level. With any threshold level decision, there is always some
probability of a false alarm where a noise sample is declared as an echo. The threshold can

be set to obtain a false alarm probability of P,, using

.

Simulation results show that the estimation performance is not particularly sensitive to
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threshold level Ar. A reasonable threshold is obtained by setting the false alarm probability
to P, = 1073.

5.4.4 Summary

The iterative channel detection procedure is summarized below:

1. Perform an %-point IDFT on Hig [m] to obtain a transformation of the channel re-

sponse, q[u], as given in (5.31).

2. Conservatively guesstimate a value for L based on the assumed characteristics of the

channel, making sure L>L.

3. Initialize the iteration number and channel path parameters, i.e. v = 1 and 077@ =

-~

7% =0, i=01,...,L -1

4. Subtract the effect of the estimated channel paths from q[u] using (5.44) with 7; and

@; in place of 7; and a;.

5. Estimate @) as in (5.46) then use (5.50) to calculate 7_'1'[”] ifU=1.IfU > 1, use (5.52)

)

instead to simplify the computation.
6. Use (5.55) to obtain al”.

7. Repeat steps 4) to 6) L times, starting with ¢+ = 0 and ending with i = L—1to

complete one iteration.

8. Increase v by 1 and repeat from step 4). Stop the process after a preset number of

iterations.

9. Finally, the transfer function of the multipath channel can be computed similarly to

(5.30) with channel parameters &; and 7; obtained from the last iteration.
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5.5 Simulation Results

This section investigates the performance of the proposed channel estimation algorithm.
At first, the single echo channel model in [C5.8] is considered, which fixes L =L =2. Coarse
timing error 7y is modeled as a random variable that is uniformly distributed between 0 and
10, i.e. 79 ~ U(0,10). The echo delay in seconds, i.e. €;Ty, is uniformly distributed between 0
and 0.5 pus. The power of the micro-reflection is —16 dBc relative to the main path, which is
the worst case specified in DOCSIS 3.1. The sampling rate of the system is F; = 102.4 MHz.
The signal is generated using an N = 2048 point IFFT, and has M = 1900 pilots indexed
by S(m) = m+ 74, m = 0,1,...,1899 (no sub-carrier skipping), which leaves 74 unused

carriers as guard bands at both ends of the spectrum.

Fig. 5.7 presents the performance of the proposed iterative channel estimator (ICE) in a
DOCSIS 3.1 channel and compares it with the performance of the conventional estimators
discussed previously. It can be seen that performance of the simple LS approach (no priori
channel information) is the worst among all, followed by the DFT method. Despite having
superior performance over the LS method in the low SNR region, the performance of the
DFT method is worse than the LS method for SNR greater than 33 dB. It is apparent that
33 dB marks the location where the leakage power in the estimation is greater than noise
power and becomes the main source of performance degradation for the DFT method (see

Eq. (5.20)).

Performance of the ICE technique is illustrated for three up-sampling factors: U = 1,U =
2 and U = 4. The ICE method clearly outperforms both the LS and DFT techniques, even
with U = 1. However, with U = 1, the ICE method hits an error floor of 4 - 10~° for SNRs

above 20 dB that can not be reduced by increasing the number of iterations.

When increasing the up-sampling factor to U = 2, it can be seen that the error floor
depends on the number of iterations. As can be seen in Fig. 5.7, there is considerable
improvement between 2 and 20 iterations. In particular, the MSE level at 20 iterations is
10 times lower than that achieved with 2 iterations. However, only marginal performance

gains are obtained by exceeding 20 iterations. Interestingly, a further increase of the up-
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Figure 5.7 Performance of the proposed technique for 1 echo DOCSIS 3.1 channel
model.

sampling factor to 4 has little effect on the algorithm performance. Specifically, the MSE
level with U = 4 and 20 iterations is almost identical to that with U = 2 and 20 iterations.

The simulation results provide strong evidence that an up-sampling factor of U = 2 and 20

iterations should be used.

It can be seen that the proposed algorithm outperforms the conventional methods, es-
pecially in the low-SNR region, where the ICE estimator is 30 dB better than the LS. In
addition, the performance of the ICE asymptotically approaches that of the LMMSE, but

does not need apriori knowledge of the auto-covariance of the channel. Furthermore, the
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ICE method requires only a single OFDMA symbol to achieve this level of performance.
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Figure 5.8 Comparing mean squared error versus echo delay for 2 cases: a)

SNR=20 dB and b) SNR = 40dB.
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Fig. 5.8 illustrates the MSE of the ICE estimator for different echo delays where U = 2
and the SNR is 20 and 40 dB. Simulations were run 10° times with different echo delays
that are uniformly distributed between 0 and 10 samples. The more realistic fractional delay
channel model shows that the leakage becomes significant when ¢; < 1. As can be seen from
the figure, the estimation error reaches its peak when two paths are separated by about half
the sample period. When only one iteration is performed, the estimation error gradually
declines as the echo delay increases, as the influence of the main path on the echo and vise
versa is lessened when the delay between them increases. Interestingly, when the estimator
employs more than 5 iterations, the MSE quickly drops to error floors of 107> and 1077 for
SNR = 20 and 40 dB, respectively, which indicates that the residual leakage is successfully

suppressed.

It is notable that when the echo delay is less than a sample period, the estimation error is
very high as compared to the error caused by larger echo delay. Specifically, when e¢; < 1, the
performance of the ICE technique is limited to around 10~* regardless of SNR level. That
observation indicates that the error floor of the ICE method shown in Fig. 5.7 is likely caused
by scenarios in which the echo delays are less than 1 sample duration. However, even in such
a challenging scenario, the estimation performance is still very reasonable (MSE < 1074
after 20 iterations, which is 20dB better than the LS). Note that the algorithm requires a
larger number of iterations to accurately detect echoes with less than one sample delays.
Therefore, the estimation process can be further simplified by adaptively performing more
iterations for echoes with short delays and fewer iterations for echoes with longer delays.
Simulations indicate that for any echo delay greater than 6 samples, only 2 iterations are

needed to accurately detect the multipath channel’s coefficients.

Since 79 is the delay of the main path, it is also the timing error. Therefore the proposed
technique not only estimates the channel’s frequency response, but also detects the timing
error. Fig. 5.9 illustrates the variance of timing estimation error normalized to a sample
period, i.e., E {|f0 — 7'0|2}, for various SNR values. The simulation parameters are the same
as in Fig. 5.7, where the up-sampling factor U is fixed at 2 and a maximum of 20 iterations

were executed for each detection. To avoid the most difficult detection scenario discussed
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Figure 5.9 MSE of fine timing offset estimation.

previously, €; is constrained to be greater or equal to 1. As can be seen in Fig. 5.9, at 20
iterations, the timing MSE decays exponentially with SNR, indicated by the straight line in
the figure.

Conventional OFDMA timing detection techniques, such as [C5.9, C5.11, C5.12, C5.10],
are all timing-metric based estimation techniques, which limit detection resolution to a sam-
ple period. Therefore, timing offset variance of these conventional techniques is inherently
greater than 1/12, which is easily outperformed by the proposed algorithm. The initial ICE
algorithm of section 5.4.1 has a timing offset that is uniformly distributed between —0.5/U
and 0.5/U. Therefore, the timing variance of the initial ICE algorithm would asymptotically
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approach U~2/12, which is plot as horizontal lines in Fig. 5.9 for various values of U. As
such, the interpolation method introduced in Section 5.4.2 is very important as it provides

excellent timing estimates for a small computational cost.
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Figure 5.10 Performance of the proposed technique for the case of 6 echoes.

Fig. 5.10 illustrates the performance for a 6 echo scenario (L=T7), where the 6 echoes
have strengths and delays as specified in Table. 5.1. €; is constrained to be greater or
equal to 1 and L = L = 7. The simulation was run for two different skipping factors:
K =1, i.e. no sub-carrier skipping, and K = 4 which limits the number of pilot sub-carriers
to M = 1900/4 = 475. The simulation used U = 2 and 20 iterations for each detection.
As predicted, when ¢; > 1, performance of the ICE algorithm shows no apparent error
floor. Furthermore, significant improvements are seen after the first few iterations, which is

consistent with observations made from Fig. 5.8 and Fig. 5.7.

As shown in Fig. 5.10, the performance for K = 4 is about 6 dB worse than for K = 1.

. . . 2 . . . . .
This makes sense since the noise power 03 = Uﬁw is inversely proportional to M, so it increases
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Table 5.1 Micro-reflection characteristics for multi-echo scenario

Echo # | Power Delay in seconds
15t —16 dBc | < 0.5 pus (~ 51 Tj)
ond —22 dBec | < 1.0 ps (~ 102 Tj)
3rd —29 dBc | < 1.5 us (~ 154 Ty)
4th —35 dBe | < 2.0 ps (~ 205 Ty)
5th —42 dBc | < 3.0 ps (~ 307 T})
6t —51 dBc | < 4.5 us (~ 461 Ty)

by 6 dB when the number of pilot sub-carriers is reduced from 1900 to 475. Therefore,
experimental evidence suggests that the performance of the ICE technique scales well with

the number of pilot sub-carriers.
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Figure 5.11 MSE performance versus the estimated number of channel paths.

Finally, Fig. 5.11 shows the MSE performance when the estimated number of channel
paths, Z, differs from the true number of paths, L. The simulation parameters are the same
as in Fig. 5.10 for the 7 paths channel described in Table 5.1. The skipping factor is K =1
and the SNR is varied from 10 to 40 dB. When SNR = 10 dB, the best performance is
achieved when L = 4. This is because the power of the 4%, 5% and 62 echoes are close to

or less than the noise power, 0'3, and thus can not be detected properly. A similar trend is
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observed when the SNR increases to 25 dB, in which case L=6 gives the best performance

since only the last channel tap can not be detected due to noise.

The detection performance behaves differently in the high SNR region, i.e. when SNR
> 30 dB. In particular, the best performance is observed when Lis given the exact number
of channel paths, e.g. when L =17 As expected, when L< 7, under-detection significantly
reduces channel estimation performance. However, only negligible performance degradations
are observed with over-detection, e.g. when L> 7, due to the threshold that mitigates the

possibility of misidentifying noise samples as channel paths.

5.6 Conclusions

The iterative channel estimation (ICE) algorithm proposed in this paper estimates the
frequency response of a multipath channel by analyzing a single OFDMA symbol. Its per-
formance in terms of variance of estimation error is markedly better than the conventional
LS and DFT-based estimators, especially when the transport delays along the paths are
fractional, i.e. the delays are not integer multiples of the system sampling period. The

performance of the ICE approaches that of the LMMSE, without needing apriori CSI.

The dominant cost of the ICE algorithm is the computation of a DF'T and IDFT that do
not depend on the number of paths in the channel. Therefore its cost is virtually independent

of L and is comparable to the cost of DFT-based estimators.

In addition to estimating the frequency response of the channel, the ICE algorithm pro-
vides, at no cost, estimates of parameters that would otherwise be computed elsewhere in
the demodulator. It provides a high precision estimate of the time of arrival of the main
path, which is needed to trim the CP. It also provides estimates of echo strengths that can
potentially be analyzed to identify the location of degraded or faulty components in the cable

network.
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As discussed in Chapter 2, an OFDMA link between the CMs and the CMTS has been
specified in the latest version of DOCSIS standard and it is very likely that an OFDMA
link, perhaps in a modified form, will continue to be employed in subsequent versions of the
DOCSIS standard. Despite various advantages, one drawback of OFDMA is the require-
ment that a cyclic prefix (CP) be inserted at the beginning of each transmitted OFDMA
symbol to mitigate inter-symbol interference (ISI). In general, not only the channel but also
the transceivers’ digital filters determine the length of the CP. Unfortunately, the CP in-
sertion reduces overall transmission throughput by up to 25% for DOCSIS 3.1 upstream

transmission.

This chapter first thoroughly investigates all factors that affect the length of the CP. Then
performance degradation of an OFDM system with insufficient CP is analyzed. Finally, a
novel technique to eliminate the CP is introduced. It is demonstrated that the CP can be
completely removed with only a negligible effect on the transmission performance. Moreover,
the proposed technique consumes only a small amount of hardware, making it a promising

candidate to be included in the next version of DOCSIS standard.

The main contribution to this manuscript comes from the student (first author), while

the three co-supervisors provide equal supervision effort.
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Tung T. Nguyen, Member, IEEE, Ha H. Nguyen, Senior Member, IEFE,
Eric Salt, Member, IEEE, and Brian Berscheid Member, IEEE

Abstract

The current version of DOCSIS, which is DOCSIS 3.1, has recently been released to support
very high-rate data transfer over existing cable TV systems. The new standard is markedly
different from all previous versions of DOCSIS in that orthogonal frequency-division multiple
access (OFDMA) is used together with high-density QAM constellations (up to 4096-QAM)
in both the downstream and upstream directions. This is in a sharp contrast with the single-
carrier modulation techniques used in prior versions of DOCSIS. Despite many advantages,
the major drawback of orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing (OFDM) is the insertion
of a cyclic prefix (CP) at the beginning of each transmitted OFDM symbol to mitigate inter-
symbol interference (IST). The CP insertion reduces the overall transmission throughput, by
up to 25% for DOCSIS 3.1 downstream transmission. In general, not only the channel but
also the transceivers’ digital filters determine the length of the CP. In this paper, all the
aspects that determine the CP length are thoroughly addressed. Then a novel technique
to eliminate the CP is introduced and analyzed. It is demonstrated that the CP can be
completely removed with a negligible effect on the transmission performance. Moreover,
the proposed technique consumes only a small amount of hardware, making it a promising

candidate to be included in the next version of DOCSIS.

Index terms

DOCSIS 3.1, OFDM, OFDMA, cyclic prefix, equalization.
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6.1 Introduction

Cable Television Laboratories, Inc. (CableLabs), a not-for-profit research and devel-
opment organization for multiple network providers, has recently released an update to
DOCSIS, referred to as DOCSIS 3.1 [C6.1], which marks a new evolution to the cable in-
dustry. DOCSIS 3.1 was developed to provide cable subscribers with service speed up to
10 Gbps downstream and up to 1 Gbps upstream [C6.2]. The new specifications provide
both opportunities and challenges for CATV network providers to deploy the new systems.

Cable Company - /:/ Cable modems :\ ~o
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|
- Dsbuion Hub } | 4og
|
I : I m :
| o _—_—____
| |
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Figure 6.1 DOCSIS 3.1 cable plant.

As seen in Fig. 6.1, there are two main components in the cable network: a cable modem
(CM), which is located at the subscriber’s home, and a cable modem termination system
(CMTS), located at the cable company’s head-end. The CMTS is the mastermind of the
network, which is responsible for setting up transmission parameters and allocating time-
frequency resources for a large number of CMs residing at the subscribers’ side. A subscriber
is likely to have multiple devices connected to the CM to consume digital contents such as

television programs, internet applications and voice over internet protocol.
The most significant area of change provided by DOCSIS 3.1 involves spectrum access at
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the physical layer, in which orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) is used in the
downstream direction and orthogonal frequency division multiple access (OFDMA) is used
in the upstream direction. OFDM is the method of choice when designing transmission links
for high-speed communication systems. The reason is that OFDM has many advantages,
such as low implementation complexity, high robustness to multipath environments and
high spectral efficiency. It is not a surprise that OFDM is adopted in many contemporary
communication systems, such as WiFi, WiMAX and 4G LTE.

Channel impairments generated by cable plants are significantly different from typical
OFDM channels discussed in the literature. The greatest difference is in the transmission
medium, which is coaxial for the cable systems. The coaxial channel used to carry DOCSIS
signal is a slow time-varying channel, over which the signal from a CM reaches a CMTS
via a main path and possibly several echo paths. It should be noted that characteristics of
the coaxial channel (i.e. echo gains and delays) change slowly or not at all overtime. Aside
from using DOCSIS 3.1-compliant modulators/demodulators, cable operators must upgrade
their cable infrastructure to satisfy the standard imposed by DOCSIS 3.1. Those unique
characteristics of the latest DOCSIS standard opens new opportunities as well as issues and

challenges for researches to make contribution into the newly specified cable systems.

While OFDM systems have been studied for many years, the DOCSIS 3.1 downstream
standard is unique in that it tries to maximize the overall spectral efficiency of the system
(i.e., to operate as close to the Shannon limit as conditions allow). In particular, the OFDM
downstream multicarrier system contains up to 7600 sub-carriers occupying a total band-
width of 192 MHz. Moreover, the DOCSIS 3.1 downstream specifications introduce very
high order modulation schemes, with mandatory support up to 4096-QAM and optionally
support up to 16384-QAM, which allows the network operators to maximize their network

capacity and take advantage of signal quality improvements.

The major factor that limits performance of an OFDM system is inter-symbol interference
(IST). In general, there are two sources of ISI. The first is caused by multipath propagation,
in which a signal from the transmitter reaches the receiver via many different paths, which

includes a main path and several echo paths. Since the transmission medium considered in a
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DOCSIS system is a coaxial cable distribution network, which consists of many coaxial cable
lines and devices such as splitters, taps, and various loads, the echo paths are generated due
to impedance mismatch among terminals and ports of devices. As a result, the multipath
propagation smears the transmitted waveform, causing ISI between OFDM symbols. The
second source of ISI is from digital filters located at the front-end of the transceivers. In
particular, the channel linking an OFDM transmitter and a receiver includes more than just
echoes. Tt also includes band limiting reconstruction/anti-aliasing filters, which are required
for up-converting signals at the transmitter and down-converting signals at the receiver.
These filters introduce delay spreads and cause a smearing effect similar to that due to the

multipath propagation.

OFDM systems use block-wise transmission method where each data block represents one
OFDM symbol. To mitigate the ISI, a guard time, which is usually in the form of a CP, is
inserted between OFDM symbols/blocks. A CP is formed by duplicating the last samples of
the block to the beginning. This is done to ensure that the OFDM symbol remains periodic
within the receiver’s Fourier-transform window. However, since a CP adds an overhead to
each data block, it reduces the transmission rate. This can also be considered as a waste of
energy by transmitting a part of the symbol that is not used for detection. The amount of
overhead depends on the CP duration, which is determined by the sum of the delay spreads

of the transceivers’ digital filters and multipath channel in the operating environment.

In many practical situations, the total delay spread could be rather large and using a
CP of the corresponding length would severely reduce the throughput of the system. For
example, in DOCSIS 3.1, the maximum throughput loss in downlink transmission can be
up to 25%, since the useful symbol duration is 20 us while the longest path is expected to
have a delay of 5 us in relation to the main path. Enlarging the data block size, i.e., the
Fourier transform size, would mitigate this problem but it would increase the transmission’s
latency as well the peak-to-average power ratio (PAPR), for which high cost RF amplifiers

are required.

The above problems of using CP motivate many investigations into CP shortening tech-

niques. Generally, there are two main approaches to deal with the CP issues. The first ap-
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proach employs a time-domain equalizer (TEQ) to artificially shorten the channel response
[C6.3, C6.4, C6.5]. A TEQ is basically a finite impulse response (FIR) filter. Designing a
good TEQ is often a difficult task as it requires complex operations such as calculation of
eigenvalues, matrix inversion, matrix division, etc., which do not lend themselves easily to
implementation in hardware. Furthermore, the length of a TEQ in samples is proportional
to system rate, which can be high for wide-band signals as those in DOCSIS 3.1 systems.
Since most of the computations for TEQ are matrix-based related, complexity of the TEQ
grows at least quadruply with the increase of the signal’s bandwidth. Therefore, it is highly
impractical to employ TEQ for high bandwidth signal.

The second approach involves directly truncating the CP, making OFDM symbols subject
to ISI, then using different techniques to minimize the distortion caused by the insufficient
CP. In particular, IST mitigation in OFDM can be done with a precoder employed at the
transmitter side [C6.6, C6.7, C6.8] or decision-feedback/turbo equalizer employed at the
receiver side [C6.9, C6.10, C6.11], or both can be used at the same time [C6.12]. Complexity
is still the main concern for this approach. Since the precoder matrix is large, channel-
dependent and requires matrix multiplications to implement, it is not suitable for a system
with large number of sub-carriers like DOCSIS 3.1 systems. Although turbo equalizer is
an excellent ISI-suppressing technique, its computational complexity is relatively high since
the advantage offered by this method derives from the intensive data exchange between the

channel decoder and the equalizer.

This paper proposes a novel method to transmit OFDM signals in a multipath channel
without using CP for ISI protection. First, detailed analysis on the amount of ISI power when
using insufficient CP will be provided. Then it will be shown that using Nyquist filters for the
reconstruction/anti-aliasing filters and making them matched would eliminate the ISI caused
by band-limiting and there would be no need to use a CP. Lastly, a novel TEQ is introduced
to efficiently inverse the multipath channel in the time-domain and significantly suppress ISI
caused by the insufficient CP. The proposed TEQ is structured as a sparse recursive filter,
which is a very high-order infinite impulse response (IIR) filter that is controlled by only a few

coefficients. As an example, it will be shown that, by incorporating the proposed designs, the
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DOCSIS 3.1 down-link channel transmission can achieve the maximum bandwidth efficiency

regardless of the multipath channel condition.

6.2 OFDM System Model

24 to 192 MHz
()| D E—

>
54 MHz Je 1794 MHz
Figure 6.2 DOCSIS 3.1 downstream frequency plan.

The system considered in this paper is structured following specifications of DOCSIS 3.1
[C6.1], which uses OFDM in the downstream channel to support both 25 kHz and 50 kHz
sub-carrier spacing options. The normal downstream channel supports channel bandwidths
from 54 MHz up to 1002 MHz. However, in order to take the advantage of highly-efficient
bandwidth usage enabled by OFDM, the upper downstream edges can be extended, if nec-
essary, to 1218 MHz or even 1794 MHz, as illustrated in Fig. 6.2.

Referring to the OFDM system in Fig. 6.3, the channel bandwidth is divided into N
sub-carriers, M of which are used for data transmission. As specified in DOCSIS 3.1 [C6.1],
there are guard bands at both ends of the allocated spectrum that cannot be used for data
transmission. This restricts the locations of the data sub-carriers, which are usually centered
at the middle of the allocated spectrum. For OFDM systems, the two most popular sub-
carrier allocation strategies are localized frequency-division multiple access (L-FDMA) and
interleaved frequency-division multiple access (I-FDMA). Denote the vector of data sub-

carrier indexes as 8§ = [S§(0),S(1),...,S(M — 1)], where the elements are related by
S(m) =8(0) + mNgip, m=0,1,...,M — 1. (6.1)

Here S(0) is the starting sub-carrier and Nggp, is an integer number denoting the sub-carrier

skipping factor. It can be seen that Ny, = 1 corresponds to L-FDMA, whereas Ngp, > 1

147



aO
Cable Modem Termination (1) o
System (CMTS) :
Guard band{ 0 - %o iz
— 7
PRI I ,
5 S |x[n] | TCP | x[n] x(t) Multipath
Al H 2 & D/A H (1) channel
: S P/S H.(f
X [M—1]—» 5 T ()
F,
Guard band{ 0 ::
Cable Modems (CMs) —
L
S AU N Ry A
N y(®) Vnl | -Cpylnl | 5 [Y[1] C &0
) Hy(f) A/D & 2 L
q\ S/P g : % :
Y.[M-1 X _
w(t) F = LML g (X [M -]
AWGN .

Figure 6.3 Structure of an OFDM system.

generally means [-FDMA.

The OFDM transmitter employs an IDFT module of size N for modulation. The trans-

formed time-domain samples during the £** OFDM symbol interval are written as

1 =M1 o (S(m) N2 B
l’k[n]: ﬁZm:O Xk[m]exp (%)7 n—o,]./,N—]_

, (6.2)

0, otherwise

where X.[m] denotes the m'™ QAM data symbol, which has unit average power, transmitted
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during the &*® OFDM symbol interval and n = 0,1, ..., N —1 denotes the time-domain sam-
ple index. It is pointed out that, instead of the standard IDFT/DFT, the Fourier transform
pair specified in DOCSIS 3.1 is used in our analysis, where sub-carrier indexing is shifted

by —N/2 sub-carriers’.

The sub-carrier index shifting creates equal-size guard bands on
both sides of the signal spectrum, which is required to accommodate transition bands of the

digital filters that follow (see Fig. 6.4 for the illustration).

The OFDM system in DOCSIS 3.1 uses a CP to avoid inter-symbol interference. In
particular, an Ncp samples are taken from the end and appended to the beginning of the
OFDM symbol. The length of the CP is normally set to accommodate the expected delay
spread of the channel. The CP-appended k" OFDM symbol is defined as

)
zk[n — Nepl, Nep <n <N -1
2. ) = S aln+ N — Nepl, 0<n<Nep—1 - (6.3)
0, otherwise
\

Using (6.2), the above expression is mathematically equivalent to

S %—Z oy (2SI VD= New)) g

where r[n] is a rectangular window function, defined as

1, if0<n<N+Nep—1
r[n] = . (6.5)

0, otherwise

The input x[n] to the D/A block in the transmitter is a concatenation of many OFDM

symbols, which can be mathematically written as

ir k(N + Ncp)] 258 [n — k(N + Nep)], Vn. (6.6)

k=0

LOf course all analysis and results in this paper also apply if the standard IDFT/DFT is used.
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Low-pass filters

1" image (N-M) guard band H(f)

N-

# of sub-carriers

Figure 6.4 Using a low-pass filter to remove spectral images.

The digital signal z[n] is then converted to an analog signal followed by a reconstruction/low-
pass filter, Hp(f), to remove spectral images. As illustrated in Fig. 6.4, the width of the
guard band on each side of the signal spectrum consists of (N — M) null sub-carriers, which

can be used to accommodate the transition band of the low-pass filter.

A channel in a coaxial cable distribution network consists of many paths created by
impedance mismatches among terminals and ports of devices that make up the network.
Each path is characterized by a gain factor a; and an associated delay 7; (seconds). The

impulse response and frequency response of the multipath channel are therefore given by

Np—1 Np—1
he(t) =Y wid(t—7) <= Ho(f) =Y arexp(—j2rf) (6.7)
=0 =0

where 0 is the Dirac delta function. Furthermore, the parameter N, is the number of paths
in the multipath channel. Note that the spectrum considered in Fig. 6.4 is at base-band,
i.e., no up/down frequency translation is considered. Thus, for the equivalent base-band
channel modeled in (6.7), the gain factors {a;} are complex values. Also note that 7 is not
necessarily the time-of-arrival of the main path but rather indicates the timing detection
error at the receiver, which typically takes a value between —T/2 and T/2, where Ty is the

sampling period of the analog-to-digital converter in the receiver.

At the receiver, the received signal is passed through a low-pass filter Hgr(f) to reject

adjacent channel’s spectrum, remove out-of-band noise power and prevent aliasing. Since the
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analog-to-digital conversion is performed at system rate Fj, the width of transition bands of
Hy(f) must be less than or equal to Y5 F, (Hz) in order to prevent aliasing. Let pr(t) and
pr(t) be the impulse responses corresponding to Hr(f) and Hg(f), respectively. Because of
the low-pass filters, the equivalent analog channel between the transmitter and the receiver

is band-limited and can be written as

g(t) = pr(t) * ha(t) * pr(t), (6.8)

where * denotes convolution. It follows that the analog signal received at the receiver can

be written as

y(t) = x(t) * g(1) + w(t) * pr(t), (6.9)

where w(t) is zero-mean additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN). The signal y(¢) is then
digitally sampled at the receiver with the sampling rate Fy to obtain digital signal y[n] =

y(Oli=nt, -

Assume that the filtering processes are perfect so that there is no alias caused by the
digital-to-analog (D/A) and analog-to-digital (A/D) conversions. In that case, the analog
band-limited channel is equivalent to a digital channel, whose impulse response is obtained
by sampling the analog channel’s impulse response at sampling duration Ty = 1/F}, given
as g[n] = g(t)|t=n7.. Under the equivalent digital channel g[n], the signal y[n] can be alter-

natively expressed as

Ny—1
y[n] = z[n] * g[n] +wln] = Z glllx[n — 1] + w(n), (6.10)

1=0
where N, is the length of g[n] in samples and the noise sample w(n] is obtained by band
limiting and sampling w(t), i.e., wn] = (w(t) * pr(t)) ‘t:nT. Note that Ncp and N, are
generally not equal. In order to archive zero-ISI, the length of CP must be made long
enough to satisfy Nep > N, — 1 [C6.13]. Since Hy(f) has a flat frequency response at pass-

band, w[n]| can be considered as complex white Gaussian noise with zero mean and variance

2

(o
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There are two sources of ISI in the system. The first comes from the multipath channel,
which makes the received signal consisting of the direct path signal overlaid with echoes of
smaller amplitudes. The second comes from the filters employed between the transmitter
and the receiver. In particular, the low-pass filter causes a smearing effect [C6.13]. The
narrower the filter’s transition band, the longer the impulse response gets, which results
in severer smearing effect. As a consequence, the CP must be long enough to cover both
the channel’s delay spread and the lengths of the filters’ impulse responses. The following
sub-sections analyze the effects of ISI on signal detection under the cases of sufficient and

insufficient cyclic prefixes.

6.2.1 Sufficient cyclic prefix

If sufficient CP is employed, i.e., Ncp > N, — 1, the received signal corresponding to the
k" OFDM symbol after removing CP can be written as
Ny—1
y.[n] =Y gllla[n — k(N + Nep) + Nep — 1] + wln]
=0 (6.11)
= gz n + Ngp — ] +wln], n=0,1,..., N — 1.

To recover the data, an N-point DFT block transforms the time-domain samples back to

the frequency-domain values:

I, —j2r(S(m) — N/2)n
L E s

R R e j27(S(m) — N/2)(n — 1) 6.12

=3 2 2l 3 Nabmlew ( - )RR
exp (_‘727T<8<n;\; — N/2)n> +Wim], m=0,1,...,M — 1,

where Nt
— wn] —j2m(S(m) — N/2)n

Wim| = 2. /N exp ( I ) , (6.13)
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is complex Gaussian noise sample with zero mean and variance o2. Then

Vil = 1 3l Y- ol 3 exp (£HED S
d=0 =0 n=0
. (_jzw(S(TV) _ N/Q)Z) .
Ny—1 , (6.14)
NS (S - N2
=%l 3 o p (2T >,+W[ |
Glm]

= Xi[m|G[m]| + Wm],

where G[m] is the digital-equivalent channel’s frequency response at sub-carrier S(m). Since
the QAM symbol X [m] has unit average power, the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) can therefore
be expressed as
2 2
E{[XmiGlm*}  E{|GIm} 50 gt
SNR = = === (6.15)

W [m]|” o T

The above analysis clearly shows that there is no ISI effect in the received signal. The
CM can simply employ a frequency domain (FD) equalizer to reverse the multipath channel
effect. In particular, the symbol detection can be performed based on the minimum mean-

square error (MMSE) criterion, i.e., using an MMSE equalizer in the frequency domain.

That is

Xi[m] = (6.16)

6.2.2 Insufficient cyclic prefix

For the case of insufficient CP, i.e., Ncp < N, —1, the number of received samples getting

affected by ISI is Nigt = Ny — 1 — Nep. In this case, the signal after removing CP can be
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Figure 6.5 Inter-symbol interference caused by insufficient CP.

written as
Ng—1
yn] =Y glllz[n — k(N + Nep) + Nep — 1] + w(n]

=0
Ng—1 Nigi—1 Nigi—n

= Z glllzk[n — 1] + Z Z [Nep + ) (zx-a[n+ N =] — 23" [n — n]) +w[n]
=0
Ng—1 Nigr—1
=Y glllaxln — 1]+ ZISI,cl |+wln], n=0,1,...,N —1, (6.17)
=0

where ISI;_1[n], n = 0,1,..., Nigi_1 denotes the ISI caused by the decay tail from the
(k—1)"™ OFDM symbol which smears through the CP and into the first Nyg; samples of the
k™ OFDM symbol. In the above equation, the portion x_i[n + N — 7] denotes a sample
at the tail of the (k — 1)® OFDM symbol that causes interference to y[n] and the portion

2. [n — 1] denotes a missing/should be CP sample used to prevent ISI. Since the frequency-

domain QAM symbols X[m| have unit average power and the fact that there is only M

active sub-carriers out of NV in the system, the time-domain samples xj[n] obtained after the
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IDFT transformation in (6.2) should have an average power of M/N. Thus the average ISI
power that affects the £*® OFDM symbol can be calculated as

Nis1—1
P — E{ 3 ]ISIk_l[n”?}

= (E{|xk_1[n]|2} +E{|xgp[n]]2}> > }g[Ncp —i—n]’z(n—l— 1) (6.18)
i }g Ncp+n +1).

The above expression shows that the ISI power clearly depends on the Nigr tail values of

g[n] and that the ISI is caused solely by the previous OFDM symbol.

It should be noted that the low-pass filtering causes ramp-up and ramp-down effects on
g[n], so that the few first and the few last values of g[n] are quite small in amplitude as
compared to the values around the center of gn| (see Fig. 6.5). Therefore the ISI power
can be reduced by delaying the DF'T window by D samples. By doing so, there will be
Nist — D samples less contributing to ISI from the previous OFDM symbol, but there will
be ISI contributed from samples of the next OFDM symbol. In particular, (6.17) can be
re-written as

Ny—1

= Z glllxln — D — k(N + Ncp) + Nep — 1] + w[n]

= 9 glllzk[n — D — 1] + wn]

Iy
=

Nisi—1 Nisi—n

+ Z Z [Nep + D + 1) (z51[n+ N = D —n) —2F[n — D — 7)) (6.19)

J/

N+D-1n-N
- g [(zhia[n — N —n] — axn — 7)) .
n=N n=

J/

ISIk+1 [’I’L]
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In this case, the total ISI power can be shown to be
Nisi—D

Is?)—QM <Z‘g D —n)+ Z Ncp—l-D—i—nH ) (6.20)

It is clear that, depending on the specific impulse response of g[n], there is an optimum value

for D that minimizes the interference power PI(S?)'

The ISI in the time-domain is considered as noise that spreads out to all frequency-domain

symbols, thanks to the DFT operation. The frequency-domain symbols can be recovered as

Yk(D) [m] = 1 Z_ yf)[n] exp (—j27r(8(m) - N/Q)n)

VN & N (6.21)
= X [m]GP[m] + WP [m] + I[m],
where
GO m] = Glm] exp (—327(3(7”]\)7 — N/Q)D) | (6.22)
and
W) ] = W [m] exp (‘j 2m(S (m]\; —N/2)D ) | (6.23)

The term I[m] is noise caused by ISI, which can be approximated as an AWGN sample with

variance 0%, = P& /N.

The main focus of the paper is to design an OFDM system with severely insufficient CP,
i.e., very short or no CP at all. An ultimate goal for the design is to make the total ISI
power significantly less than the noise power so that shortening the CP would result in a
negligible SNR loss, i.e. of; < 02. To this end, the two aforementioned main sources of ISI,
which come from low-pass filtering and multipath channel propagation, will be addressed in

Sections 6.3 and 6.4, respectively.

6.3 Suppressing ISI Caused by the Filtering Effect

The block diagram in Figure 6.6 illustrates a practical implementation of the digital

low-pass filters used in the D/A and A/D converters of an OFDM system. Since it is
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Figure 6.6 Digital low-pass filters used in the D/A and A/D converters of an
OFDM system (the IDFT and DFT blocks are omitted).

difficult and expensive to design analog filters with sharp transition band, a low-pass digital
filter in the transmitter, Hr(e’?), is included to increase the sampling rate. With this
implementation, the guard-bands, which consist of (N — M) vacant frequency sub-carriers,
can be kept low without stressing the design requirements of the analog reconstruction
filter[C6.13]. Similarly, there is a digital decimation filter, Hg(e’*), at the receiver side, that
has a similar spectral mask with that of Hr(e’*). The digital filters and the D/A conversion
run at rate LF, where L is the up-sampling factor. For a system designed with analog
up/down converters (frequency translators), L = 2 is generally recommended in order to
achieve highest complexity reduction [C6.13]. Larger L might be required for a system that
employs digital frequency translators or having multiple channels per radio frequency (RF)

port.

The multipath channel can be considered as an equivalent digital filter Hg(e/*), which

runs at rate LF, so that

He(e?) = He(f) . (6.24)
foeies

To focus on the ISI caused by filtering effect, assume that the receiver employs a time-domain

equalizer, Heq(e?*), which is capable of inverting the multipath channel effect, i.e.,
Hrp(e™)Ho(€7) Hoo () Hr (e’) = Hp(e?) Hr(e’). (6.25)
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Provided that (6.25) holds, one can design Hr(e’*) and Hg(e’*) as Nyquist pulse shaping
and matched filters, respectively, so that they can work together to mitigate the ISI after
down-sampling to the symbol rate. A popular choice for the pair of pulse shaping and

matched filter is the square-root raised cosine (SRRC) filter, whose frequency response is:

4

1, for |w| < @
Hsgro(e'®) = . [1 + cos <% (% —1+ 6))], for T2 < || < ZUHA - (6.26)
0, otherwise,

\

where w, 3, L are frequency in radians/sample, the filter’s roll-off factor and the ratio of
sampling rate to symbol rate, respectively. To make sure the edge sub-carriers on both sides
of the spectrum are not distorted by the filtering effect, the roll-off factor, i.e., the amount

of exceed bandwidth, must satisfy

(6.27)

If Hyp(e?*) = Hr(e?*) = Hsrre(e?®) and perfect equalization is assumed, it follows that
the impulse response of the equivalent digital channel becomes g[n] = d§(n), and therefore
y[n| = z[n] +w[n] and there is no ISI when converting the signal y[n| back to the frequency

domain for OFDM demodulation.

However, to produce a causal filter with spectral mask specified in (6.26), the filter’s
impulse response must be delayed and truncated. There are many techniques to design an
SRRC filter [C6.14]. The simplest method is taking the inverse Fourier transform of (6.26),
truncate and delay the result. In particular, an order-Q) FIR filter that approximates the
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SRRC filter can be obtained as

;

T(1-8+%2), for n = ¢
\[L [(1+ )Sin<ﬁ>+(1—%cos<ﬁ>>}, forn—%i%
e ron] = { sin ( h—ﬁ%(n—w)) MRS (ﬂ(1+62(n—<ﬁ)> _osnzo
“"‘@P—<WT”Y} 7(n”%%m%%iﬁ
0, otherwise.

\

(6.28)
where ¢ = Q/2 is a delay in samples of the truncated FIR filter.

The truncation causes ripples in the passband of the signal spectrum as well as ISI, since
the two filters” impulse responses no longer convolve into a Nyquist pulse. In particular, the
impulse response g[n| shows a main tap which has a dominant magnitude and the rest are
ISI taps. To minimize the ISI power, especially when no CP is employed, it is obvious that
one should exclude the main tap from the ISI equation (6.20), which means taking D as the

location of the main tap in g[n], i.e.,

D = argmax {|g[n]|}. (6.29)
n=0,1,...,Ny—1

Then the total ISI power in one OFDM symbol in the case of zero-CP is

D—-1

Prsizcp = M (Z |g[n] Z g[D + n]| > : (6.30)

which is spread out to all N sub-carriers after performing DFT. Thus each sub-carrier suffers
from an interference power of Pg_zcp/N, which is considered as noise power. Since the
average signal power at each sub-carrier is 1, the signal-to-interference ratio can be computed

as

E{X\[m]GP[m]} _ N? Snty gl

SIR = =
Pisi—zce/N 2M2&ﬂwﬁ<—m+zwllMD+w%

(6.31)
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For example, with L = 2, N = 4096, M = 3800 and the pulse shaping and matched filters
taken from the truncated FIR design as in (6.28), the SIR are 48 dB, 56 dB and 61 dB with
Q) = 20, 40 and 48, respectively. In general the filters should be designed so that the SIR is
significantly higher (e.g., &~ 20 dB more) than the best expected SNR in the system. In this
way, the effect caused by zeroing the CP is negligible.

6.4 Recursive Time-Domain Equalizer

w(n)

x[n]l—{ 1L H. (') H.(e') H, (') Heq(ej“’) L

Figure 6.7 System in Fig. 6.6 with the digital equivalent channel.

Although there are many TEQ techniques proposed in the literature, they are only suit-
able for small-bandwidth systems. This is because the complexity of the TEQ grows linearly
(e.g., LMS approach) or quadruply (e.g., RLS approach) with the system’s symbol rate
[C6.15]. For example, DOCSIS 3.0 employs a 24-tap adaptive equalizer for a single-carrier
QAM system with symbol rate 5.357 MHz, which occupies a 6 MHz bandwidth (with a roll-
off factor 0.12). The length of the TEQ equalizer should be large enough in order to equalize
the longest expected delay spread of the system. If the same TEQ design is employed for
the DOCSIS 3.1 channel with a symbol rate of 204.8 MHz, it would require a 918-tap TEQ
to equalize such a wide-band channel. Therefore the frequency-domain equalizer (FEQ) has
been a popular option when it comes to equalize large bandwidth signals, even when it suffers

from the throughput loss due to CP insertion.

In contrast, this section proposes a novel design for a TEQ, whose complexity is very
low and does not depend on the signal’s bandwidth. Since the signal is band-limited by the
pulse shaping and matched filters, the multipath channel can be represented by the following
frequency response

Np—1
Hg(e?*) = Z a; exp(—jwr;), for
=0
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An ideal TEQ should have a frequency response expressed as

, 1 1 —(1
Heo(c¥) = - o SO

j Ny—1 SWS—(1+5)W.
He(e?) S0t a; exp(—jwr;)

L L

(6.33)

It should be noted that Hey(e’*) is not a causal filter for 75 > 0. As such, to design a
practical filter that approximates He,(e’*), the equalizer can be split into a negative delay

portion and a recursive equalizer portion as follows:

Hoo (67) = exp(jwTo) " 1
“ g 14 Zf»vzpfl o exp (—jw(r — 1))
_ exp(jwTo) " 1
\_04’0_/ \1 + vaz”l_l Ki exp ( — jw,ui)J (6.34)
Hg(ew) Hm‘(;j‘“)
= Hd(ejw)Hm(ej“’).

In the above expression, Hy(e’?) is the negative delay portion to compensate for the timing

error between the transmitter and the receiver, and H,,(e?*) is the recursive equalizer.

First, consider the negative delay portion Hy(e?*), which is created by fractional sample
timing error 7y and a scale factor of ay'. In order for the SRRC scheme described in section
6.3 to have a small amount of ISI, the fractional sample timing must be recovered correctly
in the receiver. This is markedly different from normal OFDM systems where information
about fractional sample timing is not important as long as starting of the DF'T processing
window is recovered at the correct time. A practical method for estimating the timing error

can be found in [C6.16].

It can be seen that for 75 > 0, Hy(e’?) is the frequency response of a digital filter with
a negative delay, which is not causal. However Hy(e’*) can be delayed to become a causal
filter. In particular, the delay part of the equalizer can be modified to be causal and have

the following frequency response:

o) - S i)
0

: (6.35)
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where the positive delay value 7 is a complement of the negative delay such that vy =
doTs — 1o (seconds), where dy is an integer delay in samples that satisfy dy > 70/Ts. With
the modified delay, it can be seen that

B , —(1 1
Ho (€Y H (7)) Hy(¢7) = exp (—jwdsTy) % <w< HTW, (6.36)
which means the TEQ introduces dy samples delay to the down-converted signal, i.e., y[n] =

x[n — dp]. The modified delay part of the equalizer is causal if dy > 79/T5.

In the special case, where 7, is an integer multiple of T,/ L, the digital filter can be easily
obtained as Hy(2) = ag 127<TZ(/)L), i.e., a scaled pure delay. However, the chance for that to
happen is slim to non-existing. Instead, L,/T} is generally a fractional delay and Hy(2)

must be designed accordingly.

Many design techniques have been proposed for digital FIR and IIR filters to approximate
a fractional delay’s transfer function (e.g., [C6.17, C6.18] and the references therein). One
of the most cost-effective and well known design is the Thiran allpass filter/interpolator
[C6.19]. In particular, a fractional delay ¢ € [0,1] can be approximated by employing a
Thiran interpolator as

2 x 29 P (2 6), (6.37)
where Fg(z;¢€) is the transfer function of an order-© allpass filter, given as

ag+ag 127+ a2z O 4 270
Folzi€) = . 6.38
o(#¢) l4+a;z7' 4+ 4+ ag_127O®D 4+ agz—° (6.38)

There is a closed form solution to design the allpass filter’s coefficients to have maximally

flat phase delay equal to e + © — 1 at DC. The formula is [C6.19]

S) ﬁ e—1+d

o= (1) et
k d:OE—l—f—k—f-d

k=1,2,...,0, (6.39)
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where

S o!

p ] RO =k

(6.40)

With the allpass delay filter, the Thiran interpolator as in (6.37) has no magnitude distortion.

The phase delay is approximately e, as there is no phase error at DC and more phase

distortion towards higher frequency. As examples, Figure 6.8 shows the fractional phase

delay € versus frequency for 1% and 4*"-order Thiran allpass interpolators.

Fractional phase delay in samples
o o o o o o o o
N w B o > N ®» o

o
=

o1 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 1
Normalized frequency (x7 rad/sample)

Figure 6.8 Fractional phase delay of the 1%%-order (solid lines) and

(dashed lines) Thiran interpolators for various delays.

4™ _order

It can be seen from the figure that the delay is almost constant for w < 7/8 for the

15%-order filter. The flatness can go upto 7/2 for the 4""-order filter, which indicates that the

4™ _order filter should perform closely to a pure delay for signals with over-sampling factor

of L = 2.

From (6.37) and the fact that signal spectrum has a raised cosine shape, the approxima-
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Figure 6.9 Average power of fractional delay approximation error versus normal-
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tion error with fractional delay € at frequency w can be expressed as

Eg(ejw) = (e_j‘“ — ze_lF@(e‘jw, e)) HT(ejw)HR(ejw)
| | | (6.41)
~ (e779 — 297 Fg (e, €)) Hippe ().

Thus the average power of the approximation error at frequency w can be expressed as
Pp(e’) =E {\Ee(ej‘”)|2} , (6.42)

which is plotted with solid lines in Fig. 6.9 for various orders of the Thiran interpolator.
The squared spectral mask of the raised cosine filters (i.e., Hizpc(e?*)) are also shown as
dashed lines in the figure with various up-sampling factors, L. = 2, 4 and 8. It can be
seen that the approximation error becomes larger towards the edge of the signal’s spectrum.
However, one can keep the worst case error below a certain level by selecting appropriate

combinations of parameters L and ©. For example, one can keep the approximation error
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below -60 dB by choosing up-sampling factor L = 2 and Thiran interpolator order © = 6,

or other combinations such as L =4 and © =2, or L =8 and © = 1.

The Thiran interpolator can be concatenated with a pure delay element to yield an
interpolator with a larger delay. In particular, the delay in samples (Lvy/T5) can be expressed
as a sum of the integer delay part g = | L7o/Ts| and the fractional delay part ¢ = (Lvo/Ts)—
no. Thus the delay portion of the equalizer can be built to approximate (6.35) as

= 20290 Fgy(2160) 27T Uy (25 ¢0)

Hy(z) = - - - . (6.43)

It is obvious that Hy(z) is a causal filter if 17 > © — 1. This means that in designing the
interpolator, one can choose a small filter order to accommodate a short delay, or increase

the delay to make interpolation with a higher order all-pass filter possible.

Next, attention is turned to the recursive equalizer portion. Similarly, (6.34) can be

approximated using Thiran interpolators as

1

H,.(2) =
(=) 1+ Zévz”fl kiz~ =@t Fg (25 €;)

: (6.44)

where 7; and ¢; are the integer and fractional parts of (Lu;/Ty), ¢ = 1,2,...,N, — 1, so
that Hy, () = Hp(2)|seew ~ Hu(e®), Y w € [=(1+ B)7/L, (14 B)x/L]. Note that
the recursive equalizer design allows using Thiran interpolators with different orders, i.e.,

{@Z}fvz"l_ ' for different echo delays.

The recursive equalizer has to be a causal and stable IIR filter. In order to make the
filter causal, the term z~(%~%*1) must be causal, i.e., n; — ©; + 1 > 0. Therefore causality

is maintained by taking the order of the all-pass filter as
©; = min (1n; + 1, Opax) (6.45)

where O, is the maximum order allowed for any all-pass interpolator in the equalizer. The
worst case scenario is when 7; = 0, which happens when there is an echo that is less than

a sampling period away from the main path, i.e., 7, — 79 < T,/L. In this case, one needs
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to increase the up-sampling factor L or employ the first order all-pass filter, i.e., ©; = 1, to
make the equalizer causal. It should be noted that, the worst case scenario is very unlikely

to happen with extremely small T, i.e., with a large-bandwidth system.

Finally, examine the stability problem. Let F}(z) denote the negative of the summation

term in (6.44). That is

Np—1
Fi(z)=— Z ko2 MO (216). (6.46)
i=1
Assuming |Fy(z)| < 1, so that klim (F(2)) = 0. Then ﬁm(z) can be expanded as a conver-
—00

gent geometric series as

~ 1 11— F <(
H,(2) = = =1 Fi(z 6.47

() =1= F.(2) 1- * Z (6.47)
which is equivalent to a causal FIR filter with a decaying impulse response. Therefore the

recursive equalizer is stable under the following condition:

Np—1
—jw(n;—6;+1 jw.
E Kie (mi—©; )F@i(e] 761‘)

i=1

—(1+p)m < (1+B)m

<1
’ L L

(6.48)

Since the magnitude response of an all-pass filter is unity at all frequencies, the condition

(6.48) is guaranteed if the following condition is met:

Np—1 Np—1
Z ki| < 1, or equivalently Z a;| < |agl. (6.49)
i=1 =1

Figure 6.10 shows a circuit diagram of the proposed TEQ. The delay part ﬁd(z) is
implemented with ©,,,, real multiples for the allpass filter and one complex multiply for
scaling, whereas the recursive equalizer part H,, () requires Omaz(Np — 1) real and (N, — 1)
complex multiplies. It is pointed out that, although the recursive filter order is Nyyr +
1, which could be quite big and proportional to the up-sampling factor and the system’s

bandwidth, the complexity of the recursive equalizer is still low since most of the coefficients
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Figure 6.10 Hardware implementation of the TEQ.

are zeros, i.e., it is a sparse IIR filter. Overall, the TEQ’s coefficients are determined by
2N, parameters {7;, ai}ﬁvz”o_l and the implementation requires NV, complex multiplies and

N,Omax real multiplies.

6.5 Simulation Results

This section investigates the performance of the proposed zero-CP OFDM design. The
simulation results are provided for DOCSIS 3.1 downstream channels, which can have up to
7 echoes with the characteristics listed in the Table 6.1. The downstream sampling rate is

Fy =204.8 MHz.

Table 6.1 Micro-reflection characteristics for multi-echo scenario.

Echo # | Power | Relative delay versus the main path in seconds (u;)
1%t —20 dBc < 0.5 ps (~ 102 Ty)
ond —25 dBc < 1.0 ps (~ 205 Ty)
3rd —30 dBc < 1.5 ps (~ 307 T,)
4th —35 dBc < 2.0 us (~ 410 Ty)
5th | —40 dBc < 3.0 us (~ 614 Ty)
6" | —45 dBc < 4.5 ps (~ 922 Ty)
7th 1 —50 dBc < 5.0 us (~ 1024 Ty)

To test the performance of the system under the extreme scenario, all the simulations
are carried out with channels having all 7 echoes simultaneously present. The delay of
the main path 7y is modeled as a random variable that is uniformly distributed between

0 and 7§, whereas the relative delay between an echo and the main path is modeled as
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a random variable that is uniformly distributed within its range, i.e., 3 ~ U(0, 0.5us),
po ~ U0.5us, 1us), ..., and so on. The signal is generated with 4096-point IDFT, and has
M = 3800 active sub-carriers indexed by S(m) = m+148, m = 0,1,...,3799 (no sub-carrier
skipping), which leaves 148 unused carriers as guard bands at both ends of the spectrum. The
modulation type for each active sub-carrier is 4096-QAM, which is the highest modulation
order that DOCSIS 3.1 transceivers must support.

Table 6.2  Design options for OFDM systems without CP.

e max av Complexity
Design | L | Opax ifB) Q (Sdlg) M(S d];jg) M((Sig) : Real Complex
multiply | multiply
A 2 6 -65.9 | 20 | 48.3 -44.9 -50.4 48 8
B 2 6 -65.9 | 32 | 524 -47.6 -55.3 48 8
C 2 6 -65.9 | 48 | 61.5 -55.9 -63.4 48 8
D 4 2 -62.5 | 96 | 60.2 -54.9 -62.3 16 8
E 8 1 -58.9 | 208 | 63.2 -55.8 -62.8 8 8

The simulation examines 5 different designs, labeled as designs A, B, C, D and E, whose
design parameters are listed in Table 6.2. The column Pg** denotes the maximum Thiran
approximation error, i.e., PE* = max { Pg(¢’*); Yw € [—m, 7|}, which occurs at sub-carriers
located near the band-edge, as seen in Fig. 6.9. The equalization performance of each
system is measured, with the absence of AWGN noise, in terms of the mean square error of

the demodulated frequency-domain QQAM-symbol at each sub-carrier, which is expressed as
S 2
MSE[m] = E { | Xy [m] — X[ml| } . (6.50)

The maximum and averaged values of the mean squared error in dB are also given in Table 6.2
(denoted with column names MSE™ and MSE™®, respectively). The last two columns of
the table provide the complexity of the proposed time-domain equalizer in terms of the

numbers of real multiplies and complex multiplies required to implement the equalizer.

The first 3 designs, i.e., A, B and C, are selected to examine the impact of the pulse
shaping and matched filtering on the system performance. The equalizer performance of the

three designs is selected to be the same with Pp** = —65.9 dB. The only difference among
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Figure 6.11 MSE of demodulated OFDM symbols for designs A, B and C.

the 3 designs is the order of the pulse shaping and matched filters, which is 20, 32 and 48,
corresponding to SIR of 48.3 dB, 52.4 dB and 61.5 dB for designs A, B and C, respectively.
The mean squared error at each sub-carrier is plotted in Fig. 6.11 for the three designs. It
can be seen that, due to the characteristic of the all-pass approximation, there is a larger
error towards the band-edges and less error at sub-carriers located around the middle of the
band. For low-order filters, i.e., {2 = 20 and 32, there are ripples at the middle of the band,
shaped up according to the stop-band ripples of the filters, which is an indication of a poor
anti-aliasing performance. Therefore the difference between the maximum and the minimum
of the MSE increases with a higher order filter. Furthermore, it can be seen that the average

MSE scales well with the interference power, i.e., MSE*'® ~ —SIR — 2 dB.

It is obvious that L and ©,,,x determine P5*** and €2 determines SIR. Both P;'** and SIR

are good indications of the system’s MSE performance. The last 3 designs, namely C, D and
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Figure 6.12 MSE of demodulated OFDM symbols for designs C, D and E.

E, are set up so that their Pg®* and SIR are about the same. In particular, the 3 designs
have different up-sampling factors and the filter lengths are selected to be shortest possible
to give SIR > 60dB 2. Also the maximum all-pass order O, is selected in these three
designs so that Pg'** ~ —60 dB. As expected, the MSE performance of the 3 designs, shown
in Fig. 6.12, are about the same across all sub-carriers, with the maximum difference among
them is less than 1 dB. The complexity of the pulse shaping and matched filters increases
linearly with the up-sampling factor, which requires 49, 97 and 209 multiplies for L = 2, 4
and 6, respectively. It should be noted that, the higher up-sampling factor would greatly
facilitate the design of analog filters in the system. Higher L also simplifies the design of the
time-domain recursive equalizer, especially when L > 8, since the equalizer only requires N,

real and N, complex multiplies.

?The maximum throughput of a DOCSIS 3.1 system is likely to be achievable with SNR > 43 dB.
Therefore a good rule-of-thumb is that any imperfection introduced to the system should be limited to be
less than or equal to —60 dB, in order to be considered as negligible.
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Figure 6.13 Bit error rate of the 5 designs and the conventional OFDM.

Next, the raw bit error rate performance (i.e., without channel coding) of the 5 designs
are compared against the conventional OFDM system in Fig. 6.13. The conventional OFDM
system under comparison employs the MMSE frequency-domain equalizer with sufficient
cyclic prefix (100% CP) and non-sufficient cyclic prefix (25% and 6.25%). Two modulation
types considered are 4096-QAM and 1024-QAM, whose performances are about 6 dB away
from each other. It can be seen that the performance of the conventional OFDM system
degrades significantly when the CP is insufficient. The 5 designs of the proposed system
works very well without any CP. In particular, for 4096-QAM modulation, the performance
curves of designs C, D and E completely overlap with that of the OFDM system using 100%
CP. For 1024-QAM, the performance curves of designs B, C, D and E completely overlap
with that of the OFDM system using sufficient CP. Overall, depending on how much the
base-band signal is up-sampled, designs C, D and E appear to be excellent solutions to

transmit OFDM signals without CP.
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Figure 6.14 Bit error rate of the design C with estimated channel versus conven-
tional OFDM with perfect channel knowledge.

Lastly, a realistic system is constructed to examine the performance of the Zero-CP
OFDM scheme with estimated channel parameters. Design C from Table. 6.2 is selected
and the system is constructed with 8192-point DFT/IDFT that allows upto 7600 active
sub-carriers. Also the modulation type at each sub-carrier is increased to 16384-QAM. The
system is set up to reach the highest throughput that DOCSIS 3.1 can optionally achieve.
Moreover, rather than taking the perfect channel parameters as the above simulations, an
iterative channel estimator (ICE) [C6.16] is employed to obtain the channel parameters. The
ICE technique is selected since it is a practical implementation for DOCSIS 3.1 system and
more importantly, the technique can estimate exact channel path gains and delays, which is
required for the TEQ, rather than just frequency response as almost all other methods in
the literature did. To keep the complexity of the channel estimator low and speed up the

simulation, the channel estimation is performed with resolution factor of 2 and sub-carrier
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skipping factor of 8 [C6.16]. As shown in Fig. 6.14, 1 iteration channel estimation is clearly
not sufficient as the BER of the Zero-CP system reaches an apparent error floor around 0.001.
However, with just one more iteration performed, the BER reduces significantly and even
on par with the performance of conventional OFDM system with perfect channel knowledge
which indicates the performance limitation of OFDM signaling. Since the performance of the
Zero-CP OFDM system with 2-iteration ICE is already very close to the limit, performing

more iterations only shows marginal performance gain, as seen in Fig. 6.14.

6.6 Conclusions

In this paper, a design to transmit and receive OFDM signals over a multipath channel
without the use of CP is proposed. The design employs Nyquist filters as interpolation /anti-
aliasing filters to eliminate the ISI caused by band-limiting the signal. A novel TEQ design,
which uses Thiran interpolator to approximate fractional delay elements, is proposed to
synchronize the receiver to the transmitter and inverse the multipath channel effect. It
is shown that performance of the proposed design compares favorably to the performance
of a conventional OFDM system that employs the MMSE frequency-domain equalizer but
requires sufficient CP. Implementation of the proposed zero-CP OFDM system is simple
since finding the TEQ’s coefficients is straight forward and the hardware requirement for the
TEQ can be as little as one real and one complex multiply per channel path (i.e., design E
presented before). The proposed design is initially conducted with DOCSIS 3.1 systems in
mind, therefore so far the design only works for minimum phase and slow-fading channels.

Further research can be done to make the design work for a more general channel.
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7. Summary and Suggestions for Further Studies

7.1 Summary

This thesis proposed several techniques to improve the efficiency of data transmission in
cable networks. The thesis concentrated on three areas of cable networks: (i) efficient imple-
mentations of backward-compatibility functions from the old DOCSIS standards (i.e., prior
to version 3.1) that employ SC-QAM, (ii) addressing and providing solutions for technically-
challenging issues in the current DOCSIS 3.1 standard that employs OFDM/OFDMA and,

(iii) introducing prospective features that can be implemented in the future standard.

The first contribution to the first area was a hybrid parameterization of the filter transfer
function for the pulse shaping in combination with the Gauss-Newton optimization approach.
The resulting IIR pulse shaping filters satisfied the DOCSIS 3.0’s out-of-band emission re-
quirements, yielded sufficiently low ISI and had better efficiency than linear-phase FIR filters,

windowed or otherwise.

A contribution to the second area was an introduction of a new fractional timing esti-
mation algorithm. The proposed approach performed an interpolation between two sampled
points in the vicinity of the peak. The algorithm is highly practical since the interpolation
is approximately linear in log-domain. The technique outperformed the well-known three-
sample parabolic interpolation technique in applications where the channel has either no
echoes or weak echoes or echoes with long delays. Moreover, the log-domain peak detec-
tion technique was used to significantly enhance the performance of the OFDMA channel

estimation algorithm proposed in Chapter 5.

The second contribution to the second area was a novel technique to estimate the multi-
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path channel for DOCSIS 3.1 cable networks. Unlike most of the channel estimation methods
for OFDMA systems which estimate the channel in the frequency-domain, the proposed tech-
nique iteratively searches for parameters of the channel paths in the time domain. Further-
more, the technique was able to estimate/interpolate the entire channel’s frequency response
for each user despite receiving pilots on only every K* sub-carrier. The proposed technique
not only substantially enhanced the channel estimation accuracy, but also can, at no cost,
accurately identify the delay of each echo in the system, which is valuable information for

proactive maintenance of the network.

The third contribution to the second area was a novel scheme that allows OFDM trans-
mission without the use of a cyclic prefix (CP). First, performance degradation of an OFDM
system with a CP with insufficient length was analyzed. Then major alterations to the
current DOCSIS 3.1 OFDM/OFDMA structure were proposed. The alterations involved
using a pair of Nyquist filters at the transmitter and receiver, and an efficient time-domain

equalizer (TEQ) at the receiver to reduce ISI down to a negligible level without any CP.

Finally, Chapter 5 and Chapter 6 contribute to a realistic cable system that is able to
transmit OFDM symbols without a CP under the DOCSIS 3.1 multipath channel condition.
The BER performance of that system is almost the same as the theoretical performance of

a system that has a CP of sufficient length and perfect knowledge of the channel.

7.2 Suggestions for Further Studies

The novel techniques proposed in this thesis made significant improvements to data
transmission in the cable networks. While conducting the research works, several issues

arose that would be interesting for further studies. These issues are elaborated below.

e In Chapter 5, a novel channel estimation technique was proposed. It was shown that
the algorithm requires a reasonably larger number of iterations to accurately detect
short echo delays, while only a few iterations are needed to accurately detect longer
echo delays. Therefore, further improvement can be realized by adaptively adjusting

the number of iterations based on an initial estimation of the echo delays. In doing
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so, the complexity of the algorithm might be reduced without sacrificing the channel

estimation performance.

The algorithm introduced in Chapter 5 was designed with DOCSIS 3.1 systems in
mind and shown to work well with coaxial cable channels. The analysis was performed
with echoes having pure delays. However, if the echoes are not pure-delays, but rather
frequency-selective, i.e., due to non-linearity characteristic of the coaxial cables for
wide-band signals, the channel estimation accuracy is expected to degrade. Therefore,

more research effort is needed to address this issue.

As mentioned in Chapter 6, the proposed design of zero-CP OFDM systems only works
for minimum phase and slow-fading channels. Therefore, in order to make the design
useful for different types of channels, e.g., wireless channels, further studies should be

carried out.

The contribution in Chapter 6 on zero-CP OFDM systems focused mainly on the TEQ
design, while the most popular filter design, namely rectangular-windowed FIR design,
was applied to obtain the pair of pulse shaping and matched filters. However, different
filter design techniques, such as those presented in Chapter 3, can be used to obtain
more efficient filters. As such, further analysis should be carried out to find the most

effective filter design for particular applications of zero-CP OFDM systems.
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