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About the Project

The project EpiDoc XML Encoding of Ro-
man Inscriptions from Serbia: Digitization
of Ancient Epigraphic Heritage is carried
out by the Institute for Balkan Studies of
the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts
and funded by the Ministry of Culture and
Information of the Republic of Serbia. It
focuses on research, training, digital docu-
menting and digital edition of Roman in-
scriptions from the territory of Serbia (the
Roman province of Upper Moesia and parts
of Lower Pannonia, Dalmatia and Thrace).

The project’s primary aim is to form a na-
tional e-archive of inscriptions that will be
encoded in EpiDoc TEI-XML format. This
collection of digital corpora will represent
a completely new epigraphic edition that
is furthermore born-digital and ready for
interchange. The project is envisioned as
a core for networking and intensifying the
collaboration between academic and cul-
tural institutions. Its mission is to educate,
inspire and instigate collaborative work and
new concepts in epigraphic research.
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www.digitalepigraphyserbia.rs

Methods and Activities

Fieldwork

The project team is undertaking
fieldwork to determine the exact lo-
cations of monuments, check read-
ings on stone (autopsy) and gath-
er other important details about
monuments. An important task
is taking digital photos of monu-
ments and making squeezes of in-
scriptions if necessary. Some of the
epigraphic monuments have been
photographed by our team the first
time or after a century.

For that purpose, a series of collab-
orations with museums and local
cultural institutions has been es-

tablished.

Documentation

The work begins with docu-
mentation. The team is digitiz-
ing and updating the existing
epigraphic documentation and
compiling new records, scan-
ning photographs, films and
publications.

Data processing

The data (metadata, bibliog-
raphies, edition, apparatus,
etc.) are processed and en-
tered in tables which are used
as a working database. These

data are later encoded in TEI-
XML.

Institute for Balkan Studies

Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts

Bibliographies

The bibliographic database of the pro-
ject contais bibliographic references
about the ancient inscriptions in Serbia.
It is compiled in Zotero, a free reference
management software, and it is availa-
ble online. It is divided into
Epigraphic bibliography and
Epigraphic documentation.

Encoding inscrip-
tions in EpiDoc TEI-XML

The processed inscriptions will be en-
coded in EpiDoc TEI*- '
XML** and published elec-
tronically by collections.
EpiDoc is a set of recom-
mendations for mark-up in TEI-XML of
ancient inscriptions (and other type of
ancient texts, e.g. papyri).

One of many advantages of using XML
(a semantic encoding language) for this
kind of work is its durability as it is a
format free from any platform and pro-
gramme.

<1b n="1"/><expan><abbr>Imp</abbr><ex>eratori</ex></expan> Cae<supplied

>s (ari)</supplied>
<1b n="2"/> <expan><abbr>M</abbr><ex>arco</ex></expan> Antonio
<1b n="3"/> Gordiano
<1b n="4"/> <supplied "lost"><expan><abbr>P</abbr><ex>i0</ex></expan></supplied>
<expan><abbr>F</abbr><ex>elici</ex></expan> Invicto
<1b n="5"/> <expan><abbr>Aug</abbr><ex>usto</ex></expan> <expan><abbr>p</abbr><ex>ontifici</ex></expan>
<expan><abbr>m</abbr><ex>aximo</ex></expan> <expan><abbr>tr</abbr><ex>ibunicia</ex></expan>
<expan><abbr>p</abbr><ex>otestate</ex></expan>
<1b n="6"/> <num "S"SIIIIIK/num> <expan><abbr>co</abbr><ex>n</ex><abbr>s</abbr><ex>uli</ex>)</expan>
<num "2">II</num> <expan><abbr>p</abbr><ex>atri</ex></expan> <expan><abbr>p</abbr><ex>atriae</ex></expar
<lb n="7"/> et <name>Sabiniae</name>
<1b n="8"/> <name "cognomen">Tranquilli</name>
<1b n="9" "no"/><supplied "lost">nae</supplied> <expan><abbr>Aug</abbr><ex>ustae</ex></expan>
<1b n="10"/><gap "lost" "unknown"></gap><orig>NE</orig>
<persName><name><expan><abbr>L</abbr><ex>ucio</ex></expan> <lb n="11"/> Catio Celere</name> </persName>
<1b n="12"/> <expan><abbr>leg</abbr><ex>ato</ex></expan> <expan><abbr>Aug</abbr><ex>usti</ex></expan>
<1b n="13"/> <expan><abbr>pr</abbr><ex>0</ex></expan> <expan><abbr>pr</abbr><ex>aetore</ex></expan>

*Text Encoding Initiative http://www.tei-c.org

**eXtensible Markup Language https://www.
w3.org/ XML/
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