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Lindly: Some of the Flowering Plants of Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana

SOME OF THE FLOWERING PLANTS OF CALCASIEU PARISH,
LOUISIANA.

BY J. M. LINDLY.

Calcasieu Parish is the largest county in the state of Louisiana. It
i about sixty miles east and west, and about fifty miles north and south,
and is located in the southwestern part of the state. It adjoins Texas
on the west, and is separated from the Gulf of Mexico on the south by
only one intervening county. It is bounded on the north by Vernon and
Rapids Parishes; on the east by St. Landry, Acadia and Vermilion
Parishes; on the south by Cameron Parish; and on the west by the state
of Texas. The Sabine river forms its boundary line on the west. Bayou
Nezpique and the Mermenteau river from the greater part of its eastern
boundary.

The Calcasieu river enters the Parish near the northeast corner and
flows southwesterly, receiving several small tributaries from the west.
The county is generally timbered except in the southeastern part, which
is a mnatural prairie.

It was my good fortune to spend the winter of 1893-4 in the little town
of Welsh in the midst of this prairie region, which is about thirty miles
in diameter. Ten years prioi‘ thereto, this prairie was Dpractically
unoccupied, and served as a range for wandering herds of cattle.
About 1886 northern emigration set in and farm houses began to dot
the prairie. Land at that time could be bought for twelve and one-half
cents an acre, but now sells from twenty-five to fifty dollars per acre.
This prairie is now given to diversified farming, the main crop being
rice, with cotton, corn and sugar cane as minor paying crops. About
two or three years ago pelroleum of superior quality and in great abund-
ance was found at Welsh and its neighbering town of Jennings on the
east. This latest development of its resources has given this locality
more than state-wide prominence. The little vilage of Welsh in 1894
had a population of two or three hundred. Now it claims twelve hun-
dred.

This prairie lies just west of that part of Louisiana that Longfellow
immortalized in his poem of “Evangeline”.

“On the banks of the Teche, are the towns of St.
Maur and St. Martin. = ® % %

Beautiful is the land, with its prairies and
forests of finit-frees:

Under the feet a garden of flowers, and the
bluest of heavens

Bending above and resting its dome on the
Walls of the forest.

They wbho dwell there have nawed it the Eden
of Loulsiana.”

Again,
“Slowly they entered the Teche, where .it flows
through the green Opelousas.””
1 (161
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The early settlers in this region were French. Some are supposed
to De descendants of the exilede Acadians of eastern Canada during the
“French and Indian” war of 1754-63.

Thejalants enumerated on the following pages are mostly natives of
the South. If belonging to a more northerly latitude, I have mentioned
(hem to show to some extent, the range of their natural distribution;
or if cultivated, that of their adaptability.

I have used dates to show that many were in bloom in mid-winter.
To one from the cold winters of the North, the sight of blooming flowers
in the fields during mid-winter is almost marvelous.

Wood's Botany and TFlorist of 1871, was found to be the most useful.
Gray's Manual of Botany of 1889 contained a description of very few
of the plants examined.

I regret that my spare time for botanizing was so limited that there
“were many species of flowers on the open prairie and of trees in the
woods that I could not find time to examine. There was not a day dur-
ing the entire winter but I could find flowers out doors. '

At the end of each description I have added the initials ot the Bot-
any used in the final determination of the species, B. B. for Britton and
Brown's, G. for Gray’s and W. for Wood’s.

ACANTHACETAE.

Ruecllia strepens T Smooth Ruellia.  Specimen in flower, May 3, 1894, in
Oscar TFulton's woods; southwest of Welsh. B. B.

AMARYLUIDACEAE,

Narcissus Uiflorus. Drimrose-peerless. Secured by Miss Belle Singleton, Jan-
nary 19, 1894. 1.

Narcissus odorus. Great Jonquil. - In full bloom, January 21, 1894, in Oscar
T'ulton's front yard in Welsh. A cultivated exotic. V.

Pancrativm rotatiom Gawl.,  Growing in the low moist ground on the west
side of the roadway near the home of Mr. Moore on the road that vuns north
from Welsh, April 135, 1894, and known in that neighborhood as Spider Lily. W.

APOCYNACEAE.

Nertum  odorym.  Oleander. In full bleom AMay 4, 1894,—Oscar TFulton’s
dooryard, Welsh. W.

Vinca wmajor. Teriwinkle. April 1. 1894, brought by Mrs. O. Fulton from
IIawkeye Ranch, eight miles northwest of Welsh. W,

AQUIFOLIACEAR. ITOLLYWORTS.

Ilex opaca Ait. IYlolly. ‘In the woods on the bayou southeast of the home
of Mrv. Louvier, January 27, 1894, TI.eaves, thick, oval, spinescent. Not flower-
ing at this season of the year. Specimen was 20 feet high. W.

Jlew opaca Adt. Variety, integya, according to Wood's Botany. The leaves
diftered from the preceding by being entire, very few' spinescent. and more oval
and smaller. In bloom in Oscar IMulton’s deoryard, Welsh, April 22, 1804, W.

ASCLEPIADACEAR,

Acerates paniculuta Desin. A green Milkweed. In bloom May 2, 1894, near
Oscar Tulton's road-gate, Welsh., .

.AURANTIACEAR.

Citrus -rulgaris Risso. DBitter Orange. In bloom March 28, 1894, several
trees, 15 feet high, growing on south side of Oscar Fulton’s home in Welsh. W,
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BROMELIACEAL,
Tillandsic wsncoides Y. TLong Moss. Spanish Moss. Black Moss. Growing

in great profusion on the trees along the bayou west and south of Welsh, forming
long hanging tufts or gray festoons. G.

CATRIFOLIACEAR.

Lonicera japonice. Chinese Iloneysuckle. The full blown flower was pre-
sented to me by Wade Spurgeon, January 23, 1894. W. .

Lonicera sempervirens Alt. Trumpet IHoneysuckle. In full bloom in L. O.
IIill's woods south of Welsh about two miles, Aprvil 14, 1894, W,

COMMELYNACEAL.

Tradescantia wvirginica 1.  Spiderwort. Growing wild in Oscar Fulton’s
woods, May 3, 1894, in bloom at this time. .
COMPOSITALE.

ITclenium  fimbrictum. Sneczeweed. In bloom May 3, 1894, in Oscar Ful-

ton's woods southwest of YWelsh. W.
CONIFERAE,

Pinus australis Mx. Pinus palustris Mill. Long-leaved I'ine. Southern Iine.
Yellow Pine. Hard Dine. ireat forests of this valuable tree abound in the
western and northern parts of (alcasteu P’avish, Louisiana, and extend northward
many miles along the Caleasien and Sabine Rivers, but are rapidly disappearing
before the great Iumbering industries of this region.

Pinus taede .. Toblolly ine. Old 1Mield Pine. The specimen examined was
o large tree, probably 50 ov 75 feet higlh, standing in a plowed field on Hawkeye
Ranelr owned by Mr. Prentiss, northwest of Welsh about eight miles.

Pazodium distichum Rich. Bald Cypress. Quite common in the bayous and
along the margin of the lakes in Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana. ’

CORNACEAEL.

Nyssa wniflore Walt. Swamp Tupels. Gum Tree. Numerous tall trees along
ihe bayou west and south of Welsh. WW.

CRUCIFERAR.

Brassica arvensis (1) B. S. P. Charlock. Wild Mustard. In full bloom,
January 27, 1894, in Oscar Fulton's garden in Welsh. D. B.

CUPULIFERAL.

Qucrcus virens Ait. TLive Oak. Growing at Welsh. W.
Quercus aquatice Mx. Water Oak. Growing at Welsh. W.
LUPIIORBIACEAL.

Buphorbia corallata T. Tlowering Spurge. Growing on the schiool ground,
Welsh, May 2, 1894, when it was in flower. .
Stillingia scbifcra To. Tallow tree. A large tree, growing by the fromt gate
of Oscar Kulton’s residence yard, May 4, 1804. W.
GERANIACEAL.

Oralis stricte L. A wood sorrel. In bloom on the school ground at “Weish,
May 3, 1894. W.
IRIDACEAR.
Ivis florentina. Orris-root. Ilowering specimen mounted March 27, 1894,
from Oscar Fulton’s front yard. W.
Sisyrinchinm  Dermudiane Y. Vaviety anceps. Blue-eved Grass. Tloweriug
specimens found growing north of Welsh, April 1, 1894, V.
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JUGLANDACEAE.

Carya olivacformis. DTecan. Large tree, 60 feet or more in height, growing
in Oscar Fulton’s orchard, and in bloom May 3, 1894. W.

LEGUMINOSAL.

Baptisic «be R. Br. A Wild TIndigo, growing on the school grounds in
Welsl, and in flower May 2, 1894. V.

Baptisie screnee Curtis., A Wild Indigo, in bloom Mavch 28, 1894, along the
street north of the home of Mr. Farel in Welgh. .

Trifolium repens L. White Clover. In full bloom, January 21, 1894, in
Oscar Fulton's pasture. W.

LILIACEAR.

Ay mutabile Mx. A wild onion growing in the woods of L. O. Hills
south of ¥Welsh, and in bloom April 14, 1894. W.

Allium striatum Jacq. Thus called in Wood’'s Botany. DBut in Gray’s Man-
ual, called Nothoscordum styietum, Kunth. In bloom in Oscar TFulton's pasture,
January 231, 1894,

Litium canadense L. Yellow Lily. 1In Dbloom May 11, 1894, in Oscar Iful-
ton's dooryard. .

Yucea filamentose L. Bear's Thread. A Jarge specimen about 8 feet lhigh,
growing near south side of Oscar Tulton’s home in Welsh, and in Dbloom May
4, 1894. W.

LINACEAR.
Linum sulcatum Riddell. A flaxwort specimen in Dbloom found growing on
the west side of the school yard in Welsh, March 3, 1894. W.
LOBELTACEARL,
Lobelie nutialit DC. Growing on the schoolo ground in Welsh, May 2, 1894,
when specimen examined was in fiower. G.
LOGANIACRAE.

Gelsemium sempervirens Ait.  Yellow Jessamine. In bloom January 21, 1894,
by Oscar TFulton's front yard gate in Welsh. W.

Spigelia muritandice T. Tink-root. In bloom April 14, 1894, in L. O. Hill's
woods two miles south of Welsh. W,

LORANTHACEAE.
Phoradendron flavescens Nutt., American Mistletoe. Specimen procured from
some of the deciduous trees in Oscar Fulton's pasture January 27, 1894. G.
LYTHRACEAR. )
Punice granaium, Pomegranate. In Dbloom May 3, 1894, Specimen about
ten feet high, growing in Oscar Fulton's orchard in Welsh., W.
MAGNOLIACEAL.

Magnolia grandiflora 1. Big Laurel. In bloom April 22, 1894, at Prentiss’
Ilawkeye Ranch, from which specimen was secured through the kindness of Mrs.
‘Oscar Fultou. .

MALVACEARE.
Valve papaver Cav. DPoppy Mallow. Tts Dbright red flowers were in  full
bloom May 2, 1894, on the school ground in Welsh. 1V,
Modiolg multifide Moench. In bloom May 2, 1894, by sidewalk along street
by Mr. Ilebert’s home in Welsh. W.

MELIACRHAR.

Metia  axedarach .  TPride of India, Irroneousy named by the people of
the lovality, “Umbrella Tree”, and “China Tree”. An ornamenial tree growing
in the corner of the door yards or at the street corners; several im Welsh. Spect-
men in flower April 15, 1804, in Oscar Fulton's pasture not far from the north
side of his house. w. ’
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OLBACHAR.

Fraginus americanae L. White Ash. In bloom April 22, 1894, at Oscar KFul-
ton’s place in Welsh. .

Jasminium sombec. Jessamine. Cape Jessamine. Very fragrant. Specimen
in bloom May 3, 1894 at AMr. Heald's home in Welsu., WV,

Ligustrum vulgare L. Drivet I’rim. Growing in front yard at Ilotel Ilanna
in the town of Jennings, Louisiana, May G, 1894, when specimen was in flower. W.

Olea fragrans. Specimen in bloomn given to me January 18, 1894, by Miss
Aline Miles of Welsh, and called by lher China or Tea Oiive. W,

ONAGRACEAR.

Gaura angustifolic Mx. Specimen in bloom growing on the school ground
in Welsh, May 2, 1894, W.

Jussiaea repens L. Specimen in bloom, May 2, 1894, growing on the school
grounds in Welsh. W. .

Ocnothere sinuate L. An Evening Primrose. In bloom March 28, 1894, along
the sides of the street north of Mr. Earll's home in Welsh. Native. W.

Ocnothere vinosa. An Evening Irimrose. In Dbloom March 31, 1894, grow-
ing along the track of the Southern I’acific Railway in Welsh. Irobably from
Californin. W.

PALMACEAE.

Sabal adansoni Guern. Growing along the Dbayou west of Oscar Fulton's
liome at Welsh. As there were no flowers in bloom while 1 was tirere, 1 found it
difficult to deternupe this species, the descripcon in Wood's Botany being very

briet. 1s it possible that it may be Chumucrous hystriz Iraser? DPalmetto.
PORTULACACEAE.

Claytonia Virginica L. Spring Beauly. . In Dbloom February 3, 1894, in the
northwest part of Oscar Fulton's pasture. W.

ROSACEALE.

Crutacgus apiifolic Mx. A Hawthorn. In bloom I'ebruary 10, 1894, Oscar
I"ulton’s pasture at Welsh. W.

Oratacgus acstivalis 1. & G.  Apple Hawilorn. In bloom January 21, 189a,
in Oscar Fulton’s woods west of Welsh., 1V,

Fragarie vesce . Strawberry. In bloom January 27, 1894, in Oscar Fu.-
ton's garden in Welsh. V.

Prunus caroliniang Ait. Cherry Laurel. An evergreen. In Dbioom Kebruary
2, 1894, Tree about 30 feet high growing in northeast corner of Oscar IFulton's
dooryard in Welsh. A handsome ornamental tree. W.

Prunus chicase Mx. Chickasaw I’lum. In bloom February 1, 1894, in west
end of Oscar Fulton's orchard in Welsh. A naiive of the South. W.

Prunus wnbellete KL Blossoms out before the leaves and very fragrant. A
large tree 15 or 20 feet ligh. In Oscar Fulton’s pasture west of his orchard in
Welsh., W,

RRosa caning. Dog Rose. In bloom January 21, 1894, in Oscar Fulton's front
dooryard in Welsh. 8aid to bloom every month in the year. W,

Rubus trivialis Me. Southern Dewberry. In bloom, February 10, 1894, in
the woods on the west side of -Oscar IFulton’s bayou southwest of Welsh. W.

Rubus wvillosus Ait. Iligh Blackberry. In bloom IFebruary 10, 1894, in the
woods on the west side of Oscuar Fulton’s bayou southwest of Welsh. W.

RUBIACEAE.

Chiococca racemose. A shrubby vine. This was the only indoor plant that
1 examined. Clinging to supports before the west window of, and inside, the
room occupied by myself in the home of Oscar KFulton. It was in bloom nearly
all winter. Specimen mounted January 28, 1894, Neither Gray nor Britton and
Brown mention it. Wood's description is very brief. If was known in the Fu.-
ton home as Manetto. I am not certain of its identification.
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IHoustonie cocruleq.  Variety, minor. Dwart Pink.  Innocence, Bluet. In
bloom, January 22, 1804, along the walk leading from the home of Oscar Ful-
ton to the schoolhouse. V.

Mitchelle repens L. Partridge Berry. In bloom, April 14, 1894, in L. O.
Iill's woods south of Welsh., W,

SALICACEAEL.

Saliz vabylonice L. Weeping Willosv. In Dbloom Mareh 31, 1894, in south-
east part of Oscar lulton’s dooryard. .

SAPINDACEAL.

Acer vubrum L. Variety, tridens. Swamp Maple. Growing in the bayou
near the bridge somtl of Welsh. lIixamined May 5, 1894, .

Aesculus pavie L. A Ilorse Chestnut or Buckeye. Examined April 14, 1894,
in L. O. Iill's woods south of IWelsh. .

SAXIFRAGACEAR.

A Saxifrage growing on tlie school ground at Welsh, and in bloom May 2,
1894. 1 seem not to have made a closer identification.

SCITAMINEAL.

cenne discolor. Canna. Indian Shot. In bloom May 13, 1894 in Oscar Iul-
ton's front yard in Welsh. W.

SCROPHULARIACEBAR.

Lentstemon pubescens Sol. A Beard Tongue. In bloom on the school ground
in Welsh, May 2, 1894. W,

' ‘ SOLANACEAR.

Solanum carolinense .. Ilorse Nettle. In bloom May 2, 1894, in the street
by home of My. Herbert in Welsh. W,

Solanum duleamare L. Nightshode. Bittersweet. Ifellonwort. Known here
at Welsh as Bridal Wreath. Flowers, white. Vining along the front porch of
Oscar IFulton’s home in Welsh., DBrought a specimen home with me to Winfield,
Towa, which has grown vigorously during the twelve years since its transplant-
ing. B. B.

URTICACEAE.

IMicus curica. Common Ifig. Several trees of good size in Oscar Fulton's
orchard in Welsh, yielding considerable fruit. V.

Morus rubre L. DMulberry. ©Trees about 20 feet high. In bloom January
21, 1894, in southwest corner of Oscar ¥ulton’s dooryard in Welsh. W.

Ulmus americane 1., White Blm. 1In leaf the latter part of Maveh, 1894,
Srowing by front gate before Oscar Fulton's home im Welsh. W,

VIERBENACBAE.

Verbenag muliifide. A Vervain. In bloom Janbuary 28, 1894, and given to
me by Wade Spurgin, wliose home was a few miles north of Welsh. W.

Verbene tcueriotdes. A Vervain., In bloom May 2, 1894, growing near the
steps leading to the front door of Oscar IFulton’s home in Welsh. W.

A wvertain that 1 could not identify fully with the Botanies at hand. A
shrub about 4 feet high in Oscar Fulton's dooryard in Welsh, blooming May 2,
1894. Doubtless a native of the South, which our northern Dbotanies have not
included.

VIOLACEAR.

Viole obliqua FHill. Meadow or Hooded Blue Violet. In bloom January 27,
1894, in Oscar Ifulton’s pasture. B. B.

Violg ————. Doubtless a southern species that my botanies did not fully
describe. Tlower, pale purple and smaller than the preceding. DPresented to me
January 19, 1894, by Miss Belle Singleton, one of the pupils attending the public
school of Welsh.
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