
Torn from Their 
Bindings: A Story of 
Art, Science, and the 
Pillaging of American 
University Libraries

Thursday, October 10, 2019 | 4:30 p.m. 
Moffett Auditorium | Mudd Center 050   
148 w. college st., oberlin, oh 44074 | free and open to the public

As a part of the Oberlin College Libraries’ 

sponsorship of Octavofest 2019, Travis 

McDade, curator of Law Rare Books and 

associate professor of library service at the 

University of Illinois College of Law, will 

discuss his book Torn from Their Bindings: 

A Story of Art, Science, and the Pillaging 

of American University Libraries.  Former 

Oberlin Director of Libraries William “Bill” 

Moffett is prominently featured in this book 

for apprehending rare book thief James 

Shinn in the Libraries’ Administrative Suite 

restroom (known as the “Shinn Room”). 

Travis McDade 
curator of law rare books and associate professor of library 
service at the university of illinois college of law
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