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SQUAMATA — SNAKES

ACRANTOPHIS DUMERILI (Duméril’s Madagascan Ground 
Boa). USA: FLORIDA: Bay Co.: Youngstown, Campflowers Road, 
0.66 km W of US 231 (30.31483°N, 85.470°W; WGS 84). 10 Sep-
tember 2014. Jamie Henderson. Verified by Paul E. Moler. Florida 
Museum of Natural History (UF 173924). Adult specimen found 
DOR at 0703 h. Campflowers Road (30.3154°N, 85.46916°W, WGS 
84). 7 October 2014. Michael L. Dobbs. Verified by Paul E. Moler. 
UF 174416 (photo voucher). DOR adult display at a local gas sta-
tion. First county records.

Miami-Dade Co.: 30965 SW 192nd Avenue (25.47905°N, 
80.50125°W; WGS 84). 23 May 2013. Jeffry M. Holmes. Verified by 
Paul E. Moler. UF 170273 (photo voucher). Adult found in suburb 
on residential property bordering agricultural field. Miami, 9340 
SW 178th Terrace (25.60377°N, 80.34324°W; WGS 84). 16 January 
2014. Liz Barraco. Verified by Paul E. Moler. UF 172354 (photo 
voucher). Adult found in residential neighborhood. First county 
records.

Acrantophis dumerili is indigenous to southern and 
southwestern Madagascar (Vences and Glaw 2003. Salamandra 
39:181–206; Glaw and Vences 2007. A Field Guide to the Reptiles 
and Amphibians of Madagascar. Vences & Glaw Verlags GbR, Köln, 
Germany. 495 pp.). Hanslowe et al. (2015. Reptiles & Amphibians 
22:90–92) reported A. dumerili from Big Cypress National Preserve, 
Collier County, collected on 25 December 2014, and mentioned 
four additional individuals from Miami-Dade County reported 
through the Early Detection and Distribution Mapping System 
(www.eddmaps.org) without providing vouchers. We provide the 
first vouchers for Miami-Dade and Bay counties, which were likely 
escaped or released pets. Florida already has three established 
species of booid snakes (one boa, two pythons), all introduced 
through the pet trade pathway (Krysko et al. 2011. Zootaxa 
3028:1–64; Krysko et al. 2016. Reptiles & Amphibians 23:110–143). 
Although there is no clear evidence for an established population 
of A. dumerili in Florida at this time, the Bay County individuals 
in a rural area in the Florida panhandle are a particular concern 
given that two propagules were found at the same general site 
less than one month apart, and Florida has the largest number 
of introduced herpetofauna in the world with nonindigenous 
species having a one out of three chance of becoming established 
(Krysko et al. 2016, op. cit.). We strongly recommend greater 
efforts to survey these areas to evaluate the status of this species 
in Florida. We thank Jake R. Edwards, Jennifer K. Eckles, Kevin M. 
Enge, Jeffrey L. Fobb, Catherine Kennedy, Michael R. Rochford, 
Christina M. Romagosa, and Eric Suarez for helping us acquire 
vouchers and associated data.

LOUIS A. SOMMA (e-mail: somma@ufl.edu) and KENNETH L. KRYS-
KO, Division of Herpetology, Florida Museum of Natural History, University 
of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 32611, USA (e-mail: kenneyk@ufl.edu); LAU-
RENCE L. CONNOR, 403 Firewood Ave, Eustis, Florida 32726, USA (e-mail: 
llconnor@comcast.net).

BOAEDON PERISILVESTRIS (Near-Forest House Snake). 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO: MAI NDOMBE 
PROVINCE: Kutu (2.72725°S, 18.14425°E; WGS 84), 312 m elev. 
22 June 2013. Eli Greenbaum, Chifundera Kusamba, Mwenebatu 
M. Aristote, and Wandege M. Muninga. Verified by Jean-François 
Trape. University of Texas at El Paso Biodiversity Collections 
(UTEP 21497). Individual collected inside a house in the evening. 
New country record (Trape and Mediannikov 2016. Bull. Soc. 
Herpetol. Fr. 159:61–111), extending the distribution ca. 365 km 

NE of the nearest locality at ORSTOM de Brazzaville, Congo, 
which is also the type locality for the species. Although Trape and 
Mediannikov (2016, op. cit.: table 1) included the Democratic 
Republic of Congo in the distribution for the species, the listing 
is in error (Trape, pers. comm.) and no specific locality record 
was provided. Specimen collected under approved 2013 export 
permit from Mr. Bolamba, Provincial Director (Mbandaka) of the 
Institut Congolais pour la Conservation de la Nature, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo.

ELI GREENBAUM, Department of Biological Sciences, University of 
Texas at El Paso, 500 W. University Ave., El Paso, Texas 79912, USA (e-mail: 
egreenbaum2@utep.edu); CHIFUNDERA KUSAMBA and WANDEGE M. 
MUNINGA, Laboratoire d’Herpétologie, Département de Biologie, Centre 
de Recherche en Sciences Naturelles, Lwiro, République Démocratique 
du Congo; MWENEBATU M. ARISTOTE, Institut Superieur d’Ecologie 
pour la Conservation de la Nature, Katana Campus, Sud Kivu, République 
Démocratique du Congo.

CARPHOPHIS AMOENUS (Eastern Worm Snake). USA: TEN-
NESSEE: Sullivan Co.: Cherokee National Forest at the edge of 
Flat Woods Road (USFS Road 87; 36.4752°N, 82.0934°W; WGS 84). 
15 April 2005. M. Kevin Hamed. Verified by A. Floyd Scott. Da-
vid H. Snyder Museum of Zoology, Austin Peay State University 
(APSU 19777; photo voucher). Adult found under a Northern Red 
Oak (Quercus rubra) log immediately adjacent to a graveled road. 
New county record (Scott and Redman 2008. Atlas of Reptiles in 
Tennessee. http://www.apsubiology.org/tnreptileatlas/; 14 Nov 
2016). The nearest known locality is 6.3 km south in adjacent 
Carter County (American Museum of Natural History [AMNH] 
R-101354).

M. KEVIN HAMED, Virginia Highlands Community College, P.O. Box 
828, Abingdon, Virginia 24212, USA; e-mail: khamed@vhcc.edu.

COLUBER CONSTRICTOR (North American Racer). USA: WIS-
CONSIN: Rock Co.: specific locality information withheld due 
to the sensitive nature of the site. 11 May 2016. Richard Staffen. 
Verified by Joshua M. Kapfer. Milwaukee Public Museum (MPM 
VZP854a–c; photo voucher). Two individuals were observed in 
close proximity and one was captured and photographed. New 
county record filling a gap in the known range of this species in 
Wisconsin (Casper 1996. Geographic Distributions of the Am-
phibians and Reptiles of Wisconsin. Milwaukee Public Museum, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 87 pp.). This observation complements a 
disjunct record, 63 km away to the east, from adjacent Walworth 
County (Vogt 1981. Natural History of Amphibians and Reptiles 
of Wisconsin. Milwaukee Public Museum, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
205 pp.). The species had been observed on a property nearby in 
previous years. The property where the observations were made 
is an open, flat, mix of prairie remnant and old fields on sandy 
soils with reinvading prairie species (Butterfly Weed, Purple Prai-
rie Clover, Lead Plant) and warm- and cool-season grasses. Asso-
ciated snakes observed at the site are the Common Gartersnake 
(Thamnophis sirtalis), Plains Gartersnake (Thamnophis radix), 
Eastern Hog-nosed Snake (Heterodon platirhinos), and Western 
Foxsnake (Pantherophis vulpinus).

RICHARD A. STAFFEN (e-mail: richard.staffen@wisconsin.gov) and 
RORI A. PALOSKI, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources-Bureau of 
Natural Heritage Conservation, 101 S. Webster St., P.O. Box 7921, Madison, 
Wisconsin 53707, USA.

CROTALUS ATROX (Western Diamond-backed Rattlesnake). 
USA: NEW MEXICO: Los Alamos Co.: private residence on Isleta 
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