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21 AEA EF YF(The Principle of Respect for

Autonomy)

BESE Aolth 222 YFATE AL A0t FAA A% WA 1§49
2 gYse A TAE TPE Rolth 1B Ao AEPoIF 2B

ZEE =9 Foldshs 9lgk 7% ¥ 7](Fundamental Principle of Moral
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=40 Aol Axow Fxsa Yok
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71 Wioltt. mebA JiQle] AFER F9e SFTHooF I= AovhY)
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=
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HozNE Al Wl digh s, o8ty AUl oF, GrlolA] o T #stA
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33) Hou S., "Expanding the kidney donor pool: Ethical and medical considerations”, Kidney
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e FA T AL 4T
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i
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=
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2
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A" A%F =R, Dawkins)ol <5 ol Ao F%

a2 2% el 7E9 olfo] o 1 AAAA
o oY oji 22A fAAL o9 wEolgm Fek FHAT AAle] AE
AR AESAA T e AP FANE AEAD 5 Je A4 2

golgtal A E™E FoolEA steVolghe Aotk Ik Estal e o]7)

Ho

P o] HE olBFYst TAANE B WAL Rk

233 233F AHAF9

A5 AL e] @ Fe7t A 1145 o (paternalism)o] T}, £HH 1

37) AL 9, FAA, pis
38) U, o714 A, &9 o, S skl 199, 128 =

39) WE 2lEe, olehd fridAy, AFA o, Apoldxn, 2001, p.l6.
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24 99l Y3 (The Principle of Justice)

HehEe AR el AL8} sojo @rha oloprFth o714 1%
of W FYRE ASE of@ At £ Pt oAt EA A
AUk g7 MRS e ARAAEE o] AHS HolA Yol Aelm
2 ole# Aol BN A9 & ok
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241 399 A
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s A 2o 28y FHE 2 e A9y Age FES
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o] Hof2e A= A7t FoA a1, %A Zujsior 1

A7t #AS 7HHH S5 o2l FYEo] AHHHAE ¢4 Y2 2
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Abstract

A Study on the Ethical Review of The Living Organ

Donation System in Korea

Kim, Myung Hee
Dept. of Bioethics & Health Law
The Graduate School

Yonsei University

In 1968, the Ad-hoc Committee of the Harvard Medical School to Examine
the Definition of Brain Death first recognized brain death and announced the
criteria for its determination. This has become globally a big turnover in
securing organs, and many Western countries enacted the laws to approve
brain death and such organs have been donated by people who died of brain
death in most cases.

In spite of the late enactment of the "Act on Organ Transplantation Etc.’
to approve the organ in 1999, the organ donation from brain death has not
been increased and still more than 90% of organ transplantation is depending
on living donors. Recently, a rapid increase in living donor partial liver
transplantation have revealed various problems on living organ donation in
Korea.

Living organ donation is not only a part of transplantation process but
also a part of donor’s life, so that they should be able to live on a complete
life after donation. Nevertheless, there has been no detailed medico-ethico-social
discussions or approaches, but just a dichotomy between beautiful cherished

work and organ sales, on living organ transplantation.
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Therefore, the objective of this study is to take a view of current organ
transplant related systems focusing on living organ donation and to review
whether there is any ethical problem. Thus, this study examined and applied
the "Four Principles of Biomedical-ethics’ to review whether the Korean organ
transplantation system related to the living donor organ transplantation satisfies
the "Four Principles of Biomedical-ethics’, and examined whether any ethical
problem may occur in the current Korean living organ donation system.

Currently, only kidneys, livers, and bone marrow are approved for living organ
donation and since the first kidney transplantation in Korea in 1969, about 20,000
living donors donated their organs.

Regarding the living organ donation procedure, the person who wants to
donate his organ first register at the organ transplant registration center. Then,
when the patient for transplant is determined, his organ would be procured at
the organ transplant medical center with the approval of the Korean Network
for Organ Sharing (KONOS).

According to the "Act on Organ Transplantation Etc’, it prohibits organ
sales and organ procurement from the children under 16 years old. However,
even those under 16 can donate their organs to their parents or near relatives
to cousins under the their parent’s consent, and adults over 20 can appoint the
patients who would receive the transplant. In addition, an organ transplant
medical center can be an organ transplant registration center at the same time,
and an organ transplant registration can manage both patients and donors.
Also, the act provides that any cost for organ donation is responsible for
patients, not donors.

First, this shows that almost every process for donation at the organ transplant
medical centers or registration centers is independent, which means that the
information on risks and side effects of organ procurement might be insufficiently

provided to donors in an objective position since the people who provide such
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information would be those who care the patients. Moreover, since the donation by
minors is possible for their parents as well as near relatives, the Principle of
Autonomy may be infringed due to the conflicts and burdens for their families.

Second, the donor selection may not be accurate since there is no specific process
standard on physical and mental evaluation for appropriate donor selection. This
inappropriate determination may increase the possibility of more harm to donors.
Therefore, our living donor transplantation system dose not satisfy the Principle of
Maleficence. On th other hand, since any follow-up system or health management
system for living donors are not provided, their health after organ procurement is not
secured, which do not meet the Principle of Beneficence.

Third, regarding the Principle of Justice, non-directed unrelated donation do not
insure the fairness in beneficiary selection due to discretional criteria, and the burden
of high transplant cost for patients may exclude those who can not afford, which dose
not suit the Principle of Justice.

We often say that living organ donation is a sublime work which donates a part of
one’s own body to save someone’s life. Such a sublime work should not be degraded
to the means, but the objects due to the lack of systems, and also all kinds of means
can not be justified even though the objects are good. Even the acts which may
produce good results cannot valuable acts if they are not ethical. The procedure
should be ethical for living organ donation to be valuable.

Currently, it is determined that the Korean living organ donation system is
insufficient to satisfy the Four Principles of Biomedical-ethics. Therefore, all the
related professionals should put their efforts to establish the new system which fully
satisfies the biomedical-ethics to secure ethical justification and value on living organ

donation.

Key Words: organ donation, biomedical-ethics, living organ donation, unrelated

organ donor
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