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Clnicopathologic Features of Warthin-like Papil-
lary Carcinoma of the Thyroid
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Purpose: Warthin-like papillary carcinomawas named owing
to its close histologic resemblance to a tumor encountered
in salivary gland, and this tumor is a variant of papillary
thyroid carcinoma. Among the variants of papillary thyroid
carcinoma, the tall cell variant and diffuse sclerosing variant
have more aggressive behavior than the classic papillary
carcinoma. But Warthin-like papillary carcinoma arises in a
background of thyroiditis and it behaves in an indolent
fashion. Since then, a few case have reported in Korea.
We report here on the clinicopathologic features of five cas-
es of warthin-like papillary carcinoma.

Methods: From Jan. 1996 to Feb. 2008, five patients who
were diagnosed with Warthin-like papillary thyroid carcino-
ma at YUMC were retrospectively reviewed.

Results: All 5 patients whose pathologic features were war-
thin-likepapillary thyroid carcinoma were women (age range:
34~60 years). The tumor size ranged from 0.6 to 2.4 cm.
3 tumors were confined to the thyroid, but 2 tumors had
invaded the strap muscles. 3 of the 5 tumors arose in a
background of lymphocytic thyroditis. Central nodal meta-
stases were identified in 2 cases. But no lateral nodal or
distant metastasis had occurred. The mean duration of fol-
low-up was 16.5 months (range: 5~50 months). 1 patient
died because of lung cancer, and there was no recurrence
for the other 4 cases during the follow-up period.
Conclusion: Although the long-term follow-up data on pa-
tients with Warthin-like papillary carcinoma is not available,
the clinicopathologic data does not show that Warthin-like
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papillary carcinoma is any more aggressive than the usual
papillary carcinoma. (Korean J Endocrine Surg 2007;7:
257-259)
Key Words: Warthin-like papillary thyroid carcinoma, Papil-
lary thyroid carcinoma
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Table 1. Clinicopathologic features of 5 cases of warthin-like carcinoma of the thyroid

Case Age/Sex Tumor site Mas)if:a(lm?:)nor ?}f;?;lﬁ:f: TNM Follow ;gn(lrsnonths)/
1 38/F Right 16 - TINOMO 50/NED*

2 34/F Both 20 + T3 N1aMo 15/Death "

3 60/F Left 24 + T3 "NOMO 7/NED

4 33/F Right 6 + T1N1aMO 7/NED

5 54/F Right 9 - TINOMO 5/NED

*NED = no evidence of disease; 13 = strap muscle invasion; "Death = cause of lung cancer.

Fig. 1. Oxyphilic tumor cells have
the characteristic nuclear
feature of classical papil-
lary carcinoma (Black ar-
row) with hashimoto’s thy-
roiditis (White arrow) (H&
E, x10&400).
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