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Myopathy with Anti Signal Recognition Particle Antibody
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Myopathies associated with anti-signal-recognition particle (SRP) antibodies usually present with severe muscle
weakness and exhibit necrotizing myopathy with little inflammation pathologically. Here we report a case of a
61-year-old man who presented with subacute progressive proximal muscle weakness, dysarthria, and dysphagia.
Although polymyositis was expected clinically, muscle biopsy revealed myopathic changes with degenerating fibers
without definite inflammation. Further laboratory study revealed that the patient was positive for anti-SRP antibodies.
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Figure. Histochemical stain of
muscle biopsy. (A) Lower power
view shows neither fibrosis nor
perifascicular atrophy (H&E, x40).
There is no vascular pathology. (B)
High power view showing fiber size
variation and scattered degenerating
fibers (H&E, x200). (C) Modified
Gomori trichrome staining shows no
ragged red fibers. (D) The ATPase
pH 9.4 staining shows no group
atrophy.
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