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Continuity and innovation in Syrian artisanal traditions of the 9th 

to 13th centuries
Ceramic evidence from the Syrian-French Citadel of Damascus excavations

Stephen McPHILLIPS

In the last quarter of the 11thġcenturyġDamascusġcameġunderġSal ūqġcontrol,ġwithġtheġ
arrivalġofġtheġTurcomanġwarlordġAtsizġibnġUvakġinġtheġcity.ġTheġCitadelġofġDamascus,ġrapidlyġ
builtġinġtheġnorthwesternġcornerġofġtheġwalledġcityġatġthisġtime,ġwasġtheġphysicalġheartġofġ
thisġnewġpowerbase.ġAfterġ1095ġtheġcityġwasġruledġbyġanġatabeg,ġ ahīrġal-DīnġTu takīn,ġwhoġ
governedġinġhisġownġrightġfromġ1104ġtoġ1128,ġoverġaġquarterġcenturyġofġprosperity,ġwhenġ
theġlifeġofġtheġcourtġandġtheġcityġaroundġitġwereġdocumentedġbyġtheġ12th century Damascene 
chroniclerġIbnġ‘Asākir.1ġTheġDamasceneġcourtġwasġmodelledġonġthatġofġtheġGreatġSal ūqsġ
inġ theġeasternġpartġofġ theġSal ūqġempire,ġ theġ inheritorsġandġpatronsġofġaġ longġandġrichġ
culturalġtradition.ġTheġpresenceġofġaġcourtġinġDamascusġmayġhaveġprovidedġtheġstimulusġ
forġaġsustainedġdevelopmentġinġeliteġartisanalġproductionġinġtheġcityġinġtheġirstġhalfġofġtheġ
12thġcentury,ġbuildingġonġlocalġtechnicalġtraditionsġdatingġtoġatġleastġtheġ10thġcentury.ġThisġ
paperġconsidersġtheġperspectiveġoferedġbyġtheġrichġceramicġmaterialġcultureġofġ9th to 13th 
centuryġDamascus,ġdrawingġonġnewġevidenceġfromġtheġjointġSyrian-Frenchġexcavationsġinġ
theġCitadelġofġDamascusġfromġ2000ġtoġ2004.2 

TheġCitadelġcorpusġbelongsġtoġarchaeologicalġphasesġwithġaġdirectġrelationshipġtoġtheġ
architecturalġdevelopmentġofġtheġCitadelġcomplex.3ġThisġhasġforġtheġirstġtimeġenabledġtheġ
establishmentġofġaġ typo-chronologyġ fromġanġurbanġsiteġ inġSouthernġSyria,ġ coveringġ theġ
transitionġfromġFatimidġtoġAyyubidġdynasties.ġDirectlyġconnectedġtoġtheġéliteġcommunitiesġ
ofġtheġcourtġandġgarrison,ġthisġcorpusġprovidesġaġsolidġbasisġforġdeiningġtheġmaterialġcultureġ

1.ġélisséeffġ1959.ġElaborateġprotocolġfeaturedġatġtheġSal ūqġandġBūridġcourtġinġDamascus,ġandġalthoughġnotġonġquiteġ
theġsameġlevelġasġwasġreportedġinġtheġcourtġatġBaghdad,ġaġconsiderableġnumberġofġstateġceremoniesġwereġroutinelyġ
heldġinġtheġCitadelġ(Moutonġ1994,ġp.ġ154-155).

2.ġDirectedġbyġEdmondġEl-Ajjiġ(DirectorateġGeneralġofġAntiquitiesġandġMuseumsġofġSyria,ġDamascusġCitadel)ġandġ
SophieġBerthierġ (Ifead-CNRSġLAMMġAix-en-Provence).ġTheġceramicġmaterialġwasġstudiedġbetweenġ2001ġandġ2003ġ
withġEUġEuromedġfunding,ġtheġtotalġcorpusġanalysedġcontainingġsomeġ26,500ġitems.ġAdditionalġmaterialġfromġtheġ
inalġexcavationġcampaignsġwasġstudiedġbetweenġautumnġ2004ġandġsummerġ2005,ġinancedġbyġTotalġSyria.

3.ġTheġinalġpublicationġprogrammeġofġtheġCitadelġisġongoing.ġPreliminaryġpublicationsġareġthereforeġreferredġtoġ
here: Berthierġ2001-2002,ġ2002-2003ġandġ2006;ġGardiolġ2001-2002;ġandġhartMann-Virnichġ2001-2002ġandġ2004.
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ofġ theġcity,ġwhichġhasġbeenġ largelyġ invisibleġupġ toġnow.ġ Itġ throwsġnewġ lightġonġregionalġ
ceramicġ chronologies,ġ andġ ofersġ newġ perspectivesġ forġ understandingġ theġ transfersġ ofġ
technicalġexpertiseġ inġ theġmedievalġMiddleġEast.ġTheġCitadelġpotteryġbearsġ recognisablyġ
Damasceneġmaterialġcultureġtraits,ġgroundedġinġcenturiesġofġartisanalġpracticesġinġtheġcity.4 

Technicallyġ complexġ glazedġ stonepasteġ waresġ featureġ prominentlyġ inġ theġ corpus:ġ
thisġ classġ ofġ potteryġ wasġ madeġ fromġ anġ artiicialġ compositeġ bodyġ composedġ primarilyġ
ofġcrushedġquartz,ġwithġtheġadditionġofġsmallġquantitiesġofġglassġfritġandġwhiteġball-clay.ġ
Theġsuccessfulġproductionġofġstonepasteġdemandedġanġabsoluteġmasteryġofġtheġintricateġ
preparationġofġaġcompositeġpaste,ġandġtheġexactġconditionsġofġ itsġiring,ġdecorationġandġ
glazing.5ġOneġofġ theġmajorġ innovationsġofġ theġ Islamicġperiodġpotter,ġ stonepasteġ isġ oftenġ
consideredġtoġhaveġappearedġ inġtheġ11thġorġ12thġcenturiesġ inġEgyptġorġ Iran.6ġTheġanalysisġ
ofġtheġDamascusġassemblageġhasġnecessitatedġaġreassessmentġofġthisġview,ġasġstonepasteġ
potteryġwasġpresentġinġtheġcityġpriorġtoġtheġconstructionġofġtheġSal ūqġCitadel,ġandġthenġ
underwentġaġperiodġofġexperimentationġandġtechnologicalġstandardisationġoverġtheġcourseġ
ofġ theġ12thġ century.ġThisġpaperġdrawsġonġ theġmaterialġ excavatedġ inġ theġCitadelġ toġargueġ
thatġ theġ furtherġ innovationġofġpaintingġbeneathġaġ transparentġalkalineġglazeġ isġ likelyġ toġ
haveġbeenġaġlong-standingġpracticeġinġDamascus,ġratherġthanġaġtechniqueġinventedġinġIranġ
thatġsubsequentlyġilteredġwestwardsġinġtheġlaterġ12th or 13thġcentury.7ġRelatedġprocessesġ
ofġchangeġareġtoġbeġseenġwithinġtheġrestġofġtheġceramicġrepertoireġfromġtheġCitadel:ġtheġ
increasedġuseġandġvarietyġofġ leadġandġalkalineġglazingġtechniquesġoverġtheġsameġperiod,ġ
andġtheġintroductionġofġotherġcharacteristics,ġsuchġasġtheġuseġofġglazedġcookingġpots,ġandġ
glazedġslipġpaintedġandġincisedġwaresġthatġareġrelatedġtoġmaterialġcultureġtrendsġcommonġ
throughoutġsouthernġBilādġal- ām.ġ

The evidence for Abbasid to Ayyubid ceramic production in Damascus  

Inġ 1949ġ Arthurġ Laneġ proposedġ aġ chronologicalġ modelġ forġ theġ developmentġ andġ
transmissionġ ofġ Islamicġ ineġ glazedġ potteryġ inġ Egypt,ġ Iraqġ andġ Iran.ġ Laneġ positionedġ
DamascusġinġhisġschemaġonlyġafterġtheġMongolġraidsġhadġcurtailedġproductionġactivitiesġatġ
RaqqaġonġtheġEuphratesġinġ1259,ġascribingġtoġitġtheġproductionġofġanġunderglazeġpaintedġ
stonepasteġtraditionġderivedġfromġthatġofġthisġnorthernġcity.8ġGlazedġpotteryġexcavatedġorġ

4.ġGlazedġceramicsġareġirstġapparentġinġtheġ9thġandġ10thġcenturyġinġtheġCitadel.ġCeramicġmaterialġfromġthisġperiodġ
isġresidualġinġarchaeologicalġcontextsġlaidġdownġinġtheġ11thġcentury.ġPers.ġcom.ġSophieġBerthierġ2010.

5.ġCoveredġinġdepthġbyġallanġ1973,ġp.ġ113-114;ġallan et al.ġ1973,ġp.ġ165-173;ġcaiGer-sMithġ1985,ġp.ġ199;ġandġMason & 
titeġ1994,ġp.ġ77-78.ġForġethnographicġstudiesġonġtwentiethġcenturyġstonepasteġproduction,ġseeġBazlġ1939,ġp.ġ1703-
1705,ġandġWulffġ1966,ġp.ġ165-167.

6.ġLaneġfavouredġanġIranianġorigin,ġlaneġ1949,ġp.ġ32;ġwhileġmoreġrecentlyġscholarsġhaveġsuggestedġthatġEgyptġwasġ
moreġlikely,ġe.g.ġPorter & Watson 1987,ġp.ġ189;ġscanlon 1999,ġp.ġ265-266.

7.ġForġexampleġlaneġ1949,ġp.ġ44-45.
8.ġlaneġ1949,ġp.ġ44-45;ġlaneġ1957,ġp.ġ15-16.
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attributedġtoġDamascusġhasġsimilarlyġbeenġafordedġalmostġexclusivelyġaġMamlukġdate.9 In 
contrast,ġ theġSyrian-Frenchġworkġ inġtheġCitadelġ indicatesġaġmuchġbroaderġchronologicalġ
range,ġwhichġsuggestsġthatġtheġcity,ġratherġthanġbeingġonġtheġperipheryġofġceramicġtechnicalġ
advances,ġwasġinġfactġaġmajorġcentreġofġinnovationġandġproduction.ġArchaeologicalġevidenceġ
forġceramicġproductionġinġDamascusġisġfrustratinglyġlimited,ġgivenġthatġEustacheġdeġLoreyġ
undertookġtheġexcavationġofġaġlargeġareaġofġkilnsġinġwhatġwasġaġpotters’ġquarterġlocatedġ
outsideġBābġ arqī,ġtheġeasternġgateġofġtheġcity,ġwhereġanġarguablyġindustrial-scaleġceramicġ
productionġoccurred,ġasġopposedġtoġanġindependentġartisanalġactivity.ġTheġmaterialġfromġ
thisġexcavationġandġanyġaccompanyingġdocumentationġisġnowġlost,ġalthoughġaġphotographicġ
recordġ ofġ someġ piecesġ hasġ beenġ identiiedġ inġ theġ archivesġ ofġ theġ LouvreġMuseum,ġ andġ
appearsġ toġ showġglazedġstonepasteġvesselsġofġ12thġ toġ15thġ centuryġdate.10 Photographs of 
theġexcavationsġandġsomeġofġtheġpotteryġrecoveredġwereġpublishedġinġanġarticleġbyġGeorgesġ
ContenauġdetailingġnewġFrenchġexcavationsġ inġSyriaġatġ theġ timeġofġ theġawardingġofġ theġ
Frenchġmandateġ overġ theġ country:ġ thisġ includesġ imagesġ ofġ someġ ceramicġ vesselsġ mostġ
likelyġtoġbeġofġMamlukġdateġwhenġcomparedġtoġtheġDamascusġCitadelġmaterialġ.11ġContenauġ
nonethelessġindicatesġthatġtheġstonepasteġkilnġwastersġfoundġalongsideġconsistedġofġmanyġ
stylesġofġdecoration:ġǦParmi les fragments de tous styles qui sont bien de la pâte sableuse et blanche 
particulière à Damasǧ.ġHeġgoesġonġtoġmentionġaġiguralġdecorationġrecallingġtheġǦinluence 
persane de Rhagèsǧġ(RayyġinġIran),ġwithġtheġuseġofġaġredġunderglazeġpaintedġcolorantġofġǦun 
rouge cerise de la plus belle coloration; le bleu turquoise était également imité à Damas” .12 Jean 
SauvagetġobservedġaġǦtrès grand nombre de pièces et de fragments du genre bien connu sous le nom 
‘céramique de Rakka’ (décor noir sous glaçure bleu de cuivre)”ġamongstġtheġpotteryġexcavatedġbyġ
DeġLoreyġinġthisġareaġ.13ġTakenġtogether,ġtheseġcommentsġprovideġtantalisingġcorroboratingġ
evidenceġforġtheġDamasceneġproductionġofġanġimportantġclassġofġ12th and early 13th century 
underglazeġpaintedġstonepasteġpotteryġasġattestedġinġtheġCitadelġexcavations.14 

Textualġsourcesġconirmġtheġexistenceġofġpotters’ġquartersġ inġthisġsectorġofġ theġcity,ġ
withġAbūġ āmaġ(d.ġ665/1268),ġrecordingġinġ1265ġthatġheġwasġbornġinġ600/1203ġinġtheġdarb al-
fawāḫir,ġtheġstreetġofġtheġpotteries,ġinġtheġBābġ arqīġneighbourhood.15ġIbnġ‘Asākirġmeanwhileġ
refersġ toġ theġ productionġ ofġ diferentġ typesġ ofġ ceramicġ itemsġ inġ twoġ otherġ extramuralġ
areasġofġtheġcityġinġtheġ12thġcentury,ġunsurprisingġgivenġtheġpotentialġireġhazard,ġandġtheġ

9.ġThisġincludesġaġcorpusġofġMamlukġceramicsġfromġtheġRomanġnecropolisġinġtheġBābġSarī aġareaġofġtheġcityġ(toueir 
1973),ġandġaġgroupġwithoutġsecureġprovenanceġfromġtheġvillageġofġKafrġBatna,ġ6kmġeastġofġtheġcityġ(GiBBsġ1998/1999). 

10.ġIġwishġtoġthankġSophieġMakariouġofġtheġDepartmentġofġtheġArtsġofġIslamġatġtheġLouvreġforġkindlyġprovidingġ
copiesġofġtheġphotographsġofġpotteryġfromġtheġBābġ arqīġexcavationsġsheġidentiiedġinġtheġmuseumġarchives.ġTheġ
approximateġdatingġofġtheġpiecesġisġafordedġbyġreferenceġtoġtheġCitadelġpotteryġtypology.

11.ġcontenauġ1924,ġ205,ġpl.ġ48:2,ġCeramicġmaterialġpostdatingġ1260ġfromġtheġCitadelġhasġbeenġstudiedġbyġVéroniqueġ
Françoisġ(CNRS-LAMM),ġseeġfrançoisġ2008.

12.ġContenauġ1924,ġp.ġ205.
13.ġsauVaGetġ1932,ġp.ġ6.
14.ġDiscussedġbelow.
15.ġcitedġinġMilWriGhtġ1999,ġp.ġ510.



450 STEPHENġMcPHILLIPS

generallyġmalodorousġnatureġofġthisġactivity.16ġRecentġSyrianġexcavationsġinġtheġvicinityġofġ
BābġKīsān,ġtheġsoutheasternġcityġgateġofġDamascus,ġ500ġmetresġdistantġfromġBābġ arqī,ġhaveġ
producedġevidenceġforġtheġproductionġofġalkalineġglazedġcalcareousġpotteryġinġtheġ10th or 
11thġcenturies,ġindicatingġthatġtheġproductionġofġglazedġceramicsġalongġthisġperimeterġofġ
theġcityġwasġlikelyġtoġhaveġbeenġofġlongġstanding17.ġ

TheġmostġsigniicantġevidenceġforġmedievalġpotteryġproductionġinġtheġDamascusġareaġ
wasġ providedġ byġ theġ excavationġ ofġ kilnsġ andġ adjacentġwasteġ dumpsġ inġ theġ extra-muralġ
āli iyyaġneighbourhoodġbyġAbu’lġFarajġal-ʿUshġ .18ġThisġunearthedġaġrichġcorpusġofġine-

walled,ġ mould-decoratedġ creamġ waresġ andġ theirġ accompanyingġ moulds,ġ aġ selectionġ ofġ
thisġmaterialġnowġonġdisplayġinġtheġNationalġMuseum.ġTheġindsġwereġinterpretedġbyġtheġ
excavatorġasġMamlukġinġdate,ġonġtheġbasisġofġiconographicġcomparisonġtoġmaterialġfromġ
excavationsġatġBaalbekġġandġSauvaget’sġpublicationġofġsimilarġpotteryġfromġclandestineġdigsġ
inġDamascusġ .19ġ Byġ contrast,ġ inġ theġCitadelġineġmould-decoratedġwaresġ occurġprimarilyġ
inġ 12thġ centuryġ contextsġ (ig.ġ 7.2),ġ whilstġ smallġ quantitiesġ areġ presentġ inġ 11thġ century.ġ
Thisġrepresentsġaġtraditionġstemmingġfromġtheġineġcreamġwaresġwhichġmakeġtheirġirstġ
appearanceġinġBilādġal- āmġinġtheġlateġ8thġcentury,20ġandġmayġrepresentġaġmiddleġstageġinġaġ
transitionġtowardsġaġthicker-walledġvariantġfoundġinġtheġCitadelġinġMamlukġcontextsġ,21 and 
knownġmoreġwidelyġinġtheġregionġinġthatġperiodġ.22ġAġsignedġjarġnowġinġKuwait,ġsigniicantġinġ
thatġitġbearsġanġinscriptionġindicatingġthatġitġwasġmadeġinġDamascus,ġhasġalsoġbeenġassignedġ
a 13thġcenturyġdateġinġtheġartġhistoricalġliteratureġ.23ġThisġcobaltġglazedġstonepasteġvessel,ġ
decoratedġinġaġpaleġyellowġmetallicġlustreġpaint,ġmayġhoweverġrelateġtoġaġsmallġquantityġofġ
fragmentsġinġaġcomparableġceramicġclassġidentiiedġinġ12thġcenturyġcontextsġinġtheġCitadel;ġ
certainly,ġnoġlustreġpaintedġwaresġareġattestedġinġDamascusġafterġtheġmidġ13thġcenturyġ.ġ24

16.ġelisséeffġ1956,ġp.ġ71,ġno29ġandġp.ġ69,ġno18.
17.ġDatingġbasedġonġcomparisonġwithġtheġDamascusġCitadelġassemblage.ġExcavatedġbyġYamenġDabbourġ(DGAMSġ

Damascus).ġIġthankġhimġforġallowingġmeġtoġseeġthisġmaterial,ġwhichġincludesġkilnġbars,ġinġ2005.
18.ġaBu’l-faraj al-ʿUsh,ġ1960ġandġ1963;ġaBu’l-faraj al-ʿUsh et al. 1999.
19.ġsarreġ1925,ġp.ġ115-123,ġSauVaGetġ1932.
20.ġcytryn-silVerManġ2010,ġp.ġ107;ġWalMsleyġ1995,ġp.ġ664-668.
21.ġfrançoisġ2008.
22.ġaVissar & sternġ2005,ġġp.ġ117,ġig.ġ46;ġPoulsenġ1957,ġp.ġ244-248,ġig.ġ856-869.
23.ġlaneġ1957,ġp.ġ15-17;ġjenkinsġ1983,ġp.ġ84;ġWatsonġ2004,ġp.ġ396-397.
24.ġfrançoisġ2008,ġRobertġMasonġhasġarguedġthatġDamascusġwasġ theġprimaryġproductionġcentreġ forġunderglazeġ

paintedġstonepasteġceramicsġfromġtheġ12thġcenturyġonġtheġbasisġofġhisġidentiicationġofġaġǦDamascusġpetrofabricǧġ
inġsamplesġofġpotteryġfragmentsġfromġanġillicitġexcavationġnearġMa‘arratġal-Nu‘mānġinġtheġHamaġregion,ġdonatedġ
toġtheġAshmoleanġMuseumġinġ1980,ġandġfromġaġ largerġseriesġofġunprovenanced,ġexcavatedġandġsurface-collectedġ
materialġfromġvariousġmuseumġandġprivateġcollectionsġ(Masonġ1995,ġp.ġ13-15ġandġ1997,ġp.ġ179).ġMasonġcontendsġthatġ
thisġmaterialġwasġmadeġinġDamascusġonġtheġbasisġbothġofġstylisticġcomparison,ġandġtheġassertionġthatġtheġcityġwasġ
theġsoleġcentreġforġtheġproductionġofġSyrianġstonepasteġbetweenġtheġ14thġandġ15thġcenturiesġ(Mason 1997,ġp.ġ179).ġAġ
signiicantġproportionġofġtheġunderglazeġpolychromeġpaintedġpotteryġheġtestedġwasġassignedġtoġthisġǦpetrofabricǧġ
(Masonġ1995,ġp.ġ15-16).ġ



451CONTINUITYġANDġINNOVATIONġINġSYRIANġARTISANALġTRADITIONS

The archaeological basis of the ceramic study

Theġ Syrian-Frenchġ Citadelġ ofġ Damascusġ projectġ concentratedġ itsġ activitiesġ inġ theġ
northeasternġandġsouthwesternġpartsġofġtheġCitadelġcomplex,ġexaminingġbothġarchitecturalġ
andġ archaeologicalġ evidence,ġ toġ investigateġ theġ complexġ transitionġ whichġ tookġ placeġ
fromġ theġ buildingġ ofġ theġ irstġ Sal ūqġ Citadelġ inġ theġ lateġ 11thġ century,ġ throughġ toġ theġ
reconstructionġworkġofġtheġAyyubidġsultanġal-‘Ādilġofġtheġirstġquarterġofġtheġ13thġcentury,ġ
andġitsġmanyġsubsequentġMamlukġandġOttomanġalterationsġ.25ġTheseġareasġwereġalsoġchosenġ
forġtheirġpotentialġtoġprovideġrichġdataġaboutġcivilġorġdomesticġlifeġinġtheġCitadel,ġincludingġ
structuresġwhichġpossessedġmoreġthanġaġpurelyġdefensiveġfunction.ġTheġAyyubidġcolumnedġ
audienceġhallġprovidedġtheġmainġfocusġofġinvestigationġinġtheġnortheasternġsectorġofġtheġ
Citadelġ(CD2),ġandġitġisġtheġstratigraphicġsequenceġestablishedġinġthisġzoneġthatġhasġenabledġ
theġcreationġofġaġpotteryġtypo-chronologyġconsistingġofġeightġdistinctġphasesġoverġtheġ9th 
to 13thġcenturies.ġAġfoundationġinscriptionġofġtheġsultanġal-‘Ādil,ġprovidesġaġterminus ante 
quemġ ofġ 610/1213-1214ġ forġ archaeologicalġ strataġ sealedġ byġ thisġ structure.26ġ Excavationġ
ofġ sub-loorġdepositsġbroughtġ toġ lightġ theġ lowerġ coursesġ andġ foundationsġofġ aġ structureġ
lyingġbeneathġtheġwesternġpartġofġtheġaudienceġhall,ġcomposedġofġsmallġre-usedġirregularġ
stoneġblocksġ typicalġofġSal ūqġarchitecturalġelementsġelsewhereġwithinġ theġCitadel,ġ andġ
cutġ byġ theġwallsġ ofġ theġ overlying structure.27ġ Thisġ buildingġ featuresġwaterġ pipesġwhichġ
fedġdirectlyġintoġlargeġwashġbasinsġconstructedġofġlimestoneġslabs,ġmortarġandġbrick,ġandġ
thenġintoġassociatedġdrains,ġwhichġcontainedġsigniicantġceramic,ġanimalġboneġandġglassġ
material.ġTheġbuildingġfunctionedġinġaġserviceġcapacity,ġpossiblyġasġtheġkitchensġassociatedġ
withġtheġ12thġcenturyġroyalġresidence,28 the Dār al-Ridwān, whichġIbnġKaṯīrġsituatesġinġthisġ
northernġpartġ ofġ theġCitadelġ complex,ġ andġ theġ administrativeġpalace,ġ theġDār al-‘Imārah 
whichġIbnġ addādġstatesġlikewiseġwasġusedġasġaġdwelling.29 Much of the pottery from the 
buildingġ consistsġ ofġ ineġ wares,30ġ whileġ cookingġ potsġ andġ smallġ porousġ waterġ jugsġ alsoġ
featureġprominentlyġ(ig.ġ1.1-1.4).ġ Internalġdividingġwallsġwereġaddedġinġanġintermediateġ
constructionġphase,ġwhileġtowardsġtheġendġofġitsġlifeġatġtheġbeginningġofġtheġ13thġcentury,ġ

25.ġBerthier ġ2001-2002,ġp.ġ39-41.
26.ġSituatedġonġtheġexteriorġofġTowerġ7,ġwhichġcontainsġtheġeasternġgateġbetweenġtheġCitadelġandġDamascusġintra 

muros.ġArchitecturalġanalysisġhasġarguedġconvincinglyġthatġtheġtowerġwasġtheġlastġelementġbuiltġinġaġconstructionġ
programmeġtoġwhichġtheġcolumnedġhallġbelonged,ġandġthatġitġpredatesġthisġinscriptionġbyġaġsmallġmargin,ġdatingġ
toġapproximatelyġ1210ġ(SophieġBerthierġandġAndreasġHartmann-Virnich,ġpers.ġcomm.).ġTheġaudienceġhallġhadġbeenġ
previouslyġdatedġtoġ1215ġ(hanischġ1996,ġp.ġ79).

27.ġBerthier 2001-2002, p.ġ42-43; Berthierġ2002-2003,ġp.ġ406-408.ġTheġonlyġknownġSal ūqġinscriptionġisġaġsecondaryġ
reinsertionġonġtheġexteriorġlankġofġTowerġ25ġinġtheġwestġofġtheġCitadel,ġandġisġdatedġ1085ġ(hanischġ1992,ġp.ġ489).

28.ġAnġinitialġinterpretationġofġthisġbuildingġasġaġḥammāmġhasġnowġbeenġamended.ġTheġbasinsġbearġnoġresemblanceġ
toġlatrinesġinġtheġCitadel,ġbeingġhigherġandġpossessingġaġraisedġsub-structure,ġwithġlongġverticalġevacuationġpipes.ġInġ
additionġthereġisġnoġevidenceġofġaġhypocaustġsystemġthatġoneġwouldġexpectġinġaġḥammām/bathġhouse,ġwhileġthereġ
areġbeatenġearthġloorsġthatġoneġdeinitelyġwouldġnotġġ(Berthier 2002ġandġpers.ġcomm.).ġTheġdatingġofġtheġbuildingġ
sġsuggestedġinġtheġpreliminaryġpublicationġ(pre-Sal ūq),ġhasġnowġbeenġreinterpretedġ(Berthier 2002-2003,ġp.ġ406).

29. cheVeddenġ1986,ġp.ġ38-39,ġn.ġ50-51.
30.ġMatchedġbyġineġglassware,ġandġsheepġbonesġderivedġfromġchoiceġcutsġofġmeat.ġTheġstudyġofġglassġandġfaunalġ

materialġwasġundertakenġbyġDanielleġFoyġ(CNRS-LAMMġAix-en-Provence)ġandġLionelġGourichonġ(CEPAM,ġCNRS,ġNice).
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itġunderwentġaġtransformationġintoġwhatġmayġbeġaġdomesticġstructureġandġtheġbasinsġgoġ
outġofġuse.31ġCoinġdatesġandġglassġparallelsġareġconsistentġwithġtheġdatingġofġtheġiveġdistinctġ
archaeologicalġ phasesġ inġ thisġ structureġ betweenġ theġ foundingġ ofġ theġ Citadelġ inġ theġ lastġ
quarter of the 11thġcentury,ġorġinġtheġearlyġyearsġofġtheġ12thġcentury,ġandġtheġbeginningġofġ
the 13thġ century.ġTheġ foundationsġofġbothġtheġserviceġbuildingġandġtheġaudienceġhallġ sitġ
directlyġonġbedrock,ġleavingġfewġin situġremainsġpre-datingġtheġconstructionġofġtheġSal ūqġ
Citadel;ġhoweverġanġarchaeologicalġphaseġwithġaġrelativeġdatingġinġtheġirstġthreeġquartersġ
of the 11thġcenturyġwasġsealedġbeneathġaġcontemporaryġexteriorġpavedġsurfaceġtoġtheġeast.32 
Thisġincludedġwithinġitġresidualġ9thġtoġ10thġcenturyġmaterialġfromġarchaeologicalġdepositsġ
thatġoverlayġaġtesseraġloorġbrokenġupġin situġandġdatedġtoġnotġlaterġthanġ814.ġ

Theġ Syrian-Frenchġ projectġ alsoġ investigatedġ theġ double-storiedġ structureġ inġ theġ
southwesternġsectorġofġtheġCitadelġcomplexġ(CD5),ġtheġǦSouthwestġBuildingǧġ.33ġThisġbuilding,ġ
referredġtoġbyġSauvagetġasġtheġpalais ayyoubide ,34ġhasġbeenġdemonstratedġtoġhaveġhadġprimarilyġ
aġmilitaryġfunctionġwhenġitġwasġinitiallyġerected,ġinġallġlikelihoodġduringġtheġreignġofġ alāhġal-
Dīn.35ġCeramicġmaterialġwasġdepositedġinġearthġpackingġusedġinġvariousġconstructionġelementsġ
ofġthisġbuilding,ġincludingġupġtoġ35%ġofġstonepasteġpotteryġinġaġsealingġlayerġofġyellowġclayġonġ
theġroofġofġtheġstructure.ġThisġwasġpossiblyġintendedġtoġaidġinġdrainageġorġimpactġabsorptionġ
beneathġaġplatformġ forġaġcounterweightġ trebuchet,ġknownġ fromġwrittenġsourcesġ toġhaveġ
beenġpositionedġonġhighġpointsġinġtheġCitadel.ġProjectilesġlikelyġtoġhaveġbeenġusedġinġsuchġ
aġdeviceġwereġalsoġexcavatedġinġclayġdepositsġatopġtheġstructure.ġFoundationġinscriptionsġ
onġtheġexteriorġtowersġofġtheġCitadelġprovideġaġterminus ante quem forġtheġconstructionġofġ
theġsouthwestġbuildingġinġ1207,ġtheirġconstructionġrenderingġitġmilitarilyġredundantġ.36 In 
theġinalġstagesġofġtheġSyrianġFrenchġprojectġsmallerġscaleġexcavationsġtookġplaceġinġotherġ
partsġofġtheġCitadel,ġnotablyġinġtheġzonesġadjacentġtheġeasternġAyyubidġgatewayġ(CD18)ġandġ
theġSal ūqġsouthernġgatewayġandġenceinteġ(CD4ġandġCD6).ġArchaeologicalġdepositsġinġtheseġ
areasġwereġstudiedġinġ2005ġandġprovide,ġinġsomeġinstances,ġdataġforġtheġirstġhalfġofġtheġ13th 
centuryġunavailableġelsewhereġinġtheġexcavations.

The appearance of alkaline and tin opaciied glazes in Damascus 
Archaeologicalġ evidenceġ indicatesġ thatġ alkalineġ andġ tinġ opaciiedġ glazesġ becomeġ aġ

commonġ ceramicġ inġ Bilādġ al- āmġ surfaceġ adornmentġ fromġ theġ lateġ 8thġ orġ 9thġ centuries,ġ
primarilyġatġurbanġorġfortiiedġcentresġinġtheġsouthernġpartġofġtheġregion.ġTheyġareġpresentġ

31. Berthierġ2002-2003,ġp.ġ408.
32.ġBerthierġpers.ġcomm.ġ2010.ġCeramicġdatingġevidenceġisġsupportedġbyġparallelsġinġdiagnosticġglassġfragmentsġ

studiedġbyġDanielleġFoy,ġCNRSġAix-en-Provence.ġFoyġpers.ġcomm.
33. Berthier 2001-2002,ġp.ġ37-40;ġGardiolġ2001-2002.
34. sauVaGetġ1930,ġp.ġ219.
35.ġPers.ġcomm.ġBerthierġ2010.
36. Berthierġ2001-2002,ġp.ġ43ġandġGardiolġ2001-2002,ġp.ġ57.
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inġnorthernġSyria,ġatġsitesġinġtheġEuphratesġvalleyġandġtheġJazirah,ġfromġtheġ10thġcentury.37 
Turquoiseġandġbottle-greenġglazedġpotteryġoccursġinġsmallġquantitiesġinġ9th to 11th century 
contextsġ inġ theġ Citadelġ excavations,ġ primarilyġ inġ associationġ withġ aġ calcareous,ġ oftenġ
reduction-ired,ġearthenwareġceramicġbody,ġandġinġopenġformsġ(bowlsġwithġout-curvedġrims,ġ
smallġglobularġbowls,ġstraight-sidedġpots:ġig.ġ2.1-2.3).ġTheseġwereġfoundġinġsmallġquantities,ġ
relectingġtheġcomparativeġrarityġofġglazedġpotteryġinġwhatġatġthisġtimeġwasġaġresidentialġ
quarterġofġ theġcityġpriorġtoġtheġCitadel’sġconstructionġ .38ġEvidenceġforġtheġproductionġofġ
thisġ wareġ inġ thisġ sameġ periodġ (approximatelyġ 800-1085)ġ hasġ beenġ unearthedġ byġ Syrianġ
excavationsġinġ2004ġinġtheġvicinityġofġtheġBābġKīsānġgateġinġtheġsoutheastġofġtheġcity.39ġThisġ
potteryġgroupġincludesġexamplesġwithġunderglazeġpaintingġinġpaleġbrown,ġreddishġbrown,ġ
greenishġbrownġandġblackġpaint,ġcoloursġobtainedġwithġtheġuseġofġmanganeseġoxide.ġTheġuseġ
ofġaġclear,ġtransparent,ġcolourlessġglazeġisġlittleġattestedġinġDamascus.ġAġsoda-luxġwasġlikelyġ
employedġtoġproduceġtheġalkalineġglaze,ġaġPersianġpotteryġtreatiseġmentionsġtheġburningġofġ
the plant salsola soda,ġwhichġoccursġnaturallyġinġSyria,ġtoġproduceġaġformġofġsoda.40 

Alkalineġ glazedġ earthenwareġ remainsġ anġ importantġ partġ ofġ theġ Citadelġ repertoireġ
untilġ theġ lateġ12thġcentury,ġwhenġ itġdisappearsġcompletely,ġaġphenomenonġalsoġobservedġ
atġTallġQaymūnġinġnorthernġPalestine41,ġwhereasġ inġtheġEuphratesġvalleyġ itġ isġaġcommonġ
featureġuntilġtheġ14thġcenturyġ.42ġTwoġmainġdevelopmentsġareġevidentġinġDamascusġinġtheġ
12thġcentury:ġtheġarrivalġofġtheġledge-rimmedġbowlġ(ig.ġ2.4),ġandġaġshiftġawayġfromġpale,ġ
sometimesġ reduction-iredġ fabrics,ġ toġ aġ denseġ redġ lime-richġ fabric.ġ Theġ mostġ frequentġ
glazeġcolourġisġturquoise,ġtheġgreenġglazeġbeingġrestrictedġtoġ9th to 11thġcenturyġexamples.ġ
Thisġclassġofġpotteryġisġsigniicantġbecauseġitġdemonstratesġtheġexistenceġofġaġpre-existingġ
traditionġofġalkalineġglazeġuseġinġDamascus,ġandġitġisġtemptingġtoġsuggestġthatġthisġcouldġ
representġ aġ technicalġ precursorġ toġ bothġ theġ productionġ ofġ alkalineġ glazedġ stonepasteġ
ceramic,ġandġtoġtheġtechniqueġofġunderġglazeġpainting.ġEvidenceġforġtheġmakingġofġalkalineġ
glazedġearthenwaresġ inġsouthernġBilādġal- āmġisġcurrentlyġ limitedġtoġsomeġunpublishedġ
kilnsġ nearġ Tiberias,43ġ whileġ inġ theġ Euphratesġ valleyġ andġ northernġ Syriaġ similarġ potteryġ
appearsġtoġhaveġbeenġwidelyġproducedġ.44ġAġsmallġsubġgroupġofġthisġwareġfromġtheġthirdġ
quarterġofġtheġ12thġcenturyġinġDamascus,ġisġaġlikelyġimport,ġ(ig.ġ2.5)ġpossiblyġfromġBeirutġ
whereġsimilarġexamplesġwereġfoundġinġaġkilnġdepositġ.45ġAġsecondġdistinctiveġsub-groupġofġ

37.ġAġnon-exhaustiveġlistġofġstratiiedġmaterialġincludes:ġ‘Ānaġ(northedGe et al. 1988,ġp.ġ102);ġBaysānġ(hadad 1999,ġ
p.ġ215);ġBusrāġ(Berthier 1985,ġp.ġ14);ġFusṭāṭġ(I ṭablġʿAntar)ġ(Gayraud, tréGlia & Vallauri 2009,ġp.ġ189);ġQal‘atġal- a‘barġ
(tonGhini 1998,ġp.ġ55-57,ġ70);ġRaqqa:ġTallġAswadġ(Watson 1999,ġp.ġ83)ġandġTallġQaymūnġ(aVissar 1996,ġp.ġ82,ġ84-85,ġ102,ġ
104).

38. cheVedden 1986, p.ġ26; Berthierġ2002-03,ġp.ġ13.
39.ġSeeġnoteġ12.
40. allanġ1973,ġSectionġ7,ġ116.
41. aVissarġ1996,ġp.ġ85.
42. tonGhiniġ1998,ġp.ġ55-57.
43. aVissarġ1996,ġp.ġ85;ġorenġ1971.
44.ġBerthier et al. 2001,ġp.ġ148;ġMahMoud 1978,ġ3,ġig.ġ11-12a-b;ġtonGhiniġ1998,ġp.ġ56;ġWaaGé 1948,ġp.ġ87.
45. françois et. al. 2003,ġp.ġ334-337.
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glazedġpotteryġappearsġonlyġinġtheġ9th to 11thġcenturies,ġinġarchaeologicalġcontextsġsealedġbyġ
theġloorġsurfaceġassociatedġwithġtheġSal ūqġserviceġbuilding,ġandġhasġanġopaqueġtinġorġleadġ
glaze,ġproducingġaġbluishġwhiteġcolour,ġandġconsistsġofġopenġbowlsġandġpots,ġoftenġwithġaġ
cutġorġincisedġornamentationġ(ig.ġ2.6-2.7).ġThisġclassġindsġcloseġmorphologicalġparallelsġinġ
contemporaneousġlead-glazedġpottery,ġandġregionalġparallelsġatġaġsmallġnumberġofġurbanġ
sitesġinġBilādġal- āmġandġwithġtheġIraqiġproductionsġofġopaqueġglazedġwares,ġalthoughġtheġ
latterġareġthrownġinġaġyellowġpasteġunlikeġtheġgenerallyġpinkġlimeġrichġcalcareousġclayġusedġ
inġDamascus.ġ46

Lead glazed ceramics
LeadġglazedġpotteryġisġaġconsistentġoccurrenceġinġtheġCitadelġrepertoire,ġattestedġalreadyġ

inġ9thġorġ10thġcenturies,ġandġcontinuingġinġanġunbrokenġtraditionġthroughġtoġtheġlateġOttomanġ
period,ġthusġemphasisingġtheġcontinuityġandġlongevityġofġceramicġglazingġinġDamascus.ġThisġ
classġofġpotteryġisġexecutedġinġaġyellowġorġgreenġglazeġinġconjunctionġwithġaġwhiteġorġcreamġ
colouredġslip,ġandġornamentedġbyġmeansġofġglazeġsplashing,ġincisionġorġslip-painting.ġTheġ
earliestġ9thġtoġ10thġcenturyġgroupġofġleadġglazedġpotteryġinġtheġassemblageġisġthrownġinġsmallġ
andġlargeġbowlsġandġstraight-sidedġpotsġ(ig.ġ2.8-2.9),ġsharingġmorphologicalġandġtechnicalġ
characteristicsġwithġalkalineġandġtinġopaciiedġsurfaceġtreatmentsġfoundġinġtheġcorpus,ġandġ
stronglyġsuggestiveġofġaġlocalġproduction.47ġAġsmallġgroupġwithġaġlimeġrichġfabricġisġfoundġinġ
11thġcenturyġcontextsġinġDamascus,ġandġbearsġcloseġparallelsġwithġcontemporaryġexamplesġ
publishedġfromġ irbatġal- urrumiyyaġnearġTiberias,ġpotentiallyġindicativeġofġaġDamasceneġ
orġotherġsouthernġSyrianġorġnorthġPalestinianġproductionġcentreġ(ig.ġ2.10).48 

Byġtheġmid-12thġcentury,ġthereġisġaġnotableġincreaseġinġtheġoccurrenceġofġleadġglazedġ
potteryġ inġ Bilādġ al- ām.ġ Damascusġ isġ noġ exception,ġ witnessingġ theġ appearanceġ ofġ aġ
localġ rangeġofġbowlġ formsġ thrownġ inġ anġ iron-richġ clayġwithġabundantġquartzġ temperġ inġ
conjunctionġwithġtheġuseġofġleadġglazing,ġandġincisedġorġslip-paintedġdecoration,ġandġinġrareġ
instancesġaġmonochromeġglazeġorġtheġabsenceġofġaġglazeġatġallġ(ig.ġ3.1-3.4).ġTheġfashionġforġ
thisġbroadġfamilyġofġpotteryġwasġwidespreadġandġvariantsġareġcommonġinġtheġareaġbetweenġ
theġ Sinaiġ peninsulaġ andġnorthernġ Syria.49ġ Theġ sameġ techniqueġ isġ usedġ toġproduceġquiteġ
diferentġshapesġandġdecorationġinġCyprus.50ġItġisġlikelyġthatġthisġrepresentsġaġtransmissionġ
ofġ technicalġ know-howġ andġ decorativeġ stylesġ ratherġ thanġ distributionġ ofġ theġ objectsġ

46.ġInġBilādġal- ām:ġ‘Aqabaġ(WhitcoMBġ1988,ġp.ġ212);ġQa rġal- ayrġal- arqīġ(GraBar et al. 1978,ġp.ġ114);ġTallġAswadġ
(Raqqa)ġ(Watson 1999,ġp.ġ83);ġTallġQaymūnġ(aVissarġ1996,ġp.ġ85-86).ġDiscussedġinġnorthedGe & kennet 1994ġandġexcavatedġ
atġSīrāfġ(Whitehouseġ1979,ġp.ġ59-60).

47.ġNotableġ Syrianġ andġ Palestinianġ parallelsġ includeġ Abūġ aw ġ (de Vaux and stèVeġ 1950,ġ 120-22,ġ Pl.ġ A);ġ irbatġ
al- urrumiyyaġ(stern & staceyġ2000,ġ174;ġig.ġ3:6-7);ġTallġAswadġ(Raqqa)ġ(tonGhini and henderson 1998);ġTallġ ahīnġ
(tonGhiniġ1995,ġig.ġ5:ġf,ġh);ġTallġQaymūnġġ(aVissarġ1996,ġp.ġ81-82).

48.ġstern & staceyġ2000,ġ175-176.
49.ġAġusefulġrecentġsummaryġofġmanyġofġtheġnumerousġoccurrencesġofġleadġglazedġwaresġdatingġfromġtheġ12thġinġ

Bilādġal- āmġisġprovidedġbyġaVissar & stern 2005,ġp.ġ6-23.
50.ġVon WartBurGġ1997.
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themselves,ġasġtheġwideġmorphologicalġandġfabricġvariationsġarguesġforġaġlocalġproductionġ
ofġ thisġpotteryġ atġ centresġ suchġ asġDamascus,ġ andġ atġBeirut,ġwhereġproductionġhasġbeenġ
attested.51ġInġDamascusġinġtheġMamlukġperiodġleadġglazedġvesselġformsġbecomeġthickerġandġ
theġdecorationġlessġinelyġapplied,ġcombinedġwithġtheġuseġofġmonochromeġglazing,ġgougingġ
andġtheġapplicationġofġaġreserveġslip.ġIntoġtheġOttomanġcenturiesġshapesġchange,ġwithġmuchġ
lessġuseġofġslip,52ġcontinuingġrightġupġtoġtheġBakeliteġandġplasticġversionsġofġtheseġbowlsġ
madeġinġtheġregionġtoday.ġ
Glazedġcasseroles,ġcookingġpotsġandġunglazedġjarsġareġthrownġinġaġveryġsimilarġfabricġ inġ
Damascus.ġAsġatġaġrangeġofġsitesġfromġmidġSyriaġsouthwards,ġtheġineġwalledġglobularġmarmite,ġ
withġleadġglazeġappliedġonġtheġinteriorġsurfaceġtoġfacilitateġcleaning,ġoccursġfromġtheġ11th 
centuryġonwardsġ(ig.ġ1.1).53ġItġisġaġdirectġdescendantġofġaġvesselġformġthatġhasġitsġoriginsġ
inġtheġthirdġcentury,54ġandġcontinuesġtoġbeġcommonġinġMamlukġlevels,ġalthoughġinġaġmuchġ
thickerġandġmoreġcoarselyġmadeġware.55ġOtherġvariantsġofġwheelġmadeġcookingġvesselġfromġ
theġCitadelġexcavationsġ(ig.ġ1.2)ġareġsimilarlyġwidelyġdistributedġinġwesternġandġsouthernġ
Bilādġal- āmġfromġtheġ12th century.ġThereġisġaġhighġpercentageġofġrelatedġredġterracottaġorġ
Ǧbrittleġwareǧġpotteryġpresentġinġpre-Sal ūqġphasesġinġtheġCitadelġofġDamascus,ġandġitġisġ
likelyġthatġtheġlinkġbetweenġearlyġandġmiddleġIslamicġineġwalledġcookingġwaresġliesġhere.56

Stonepaste ceramics in Damascus 

Theġ irstġ stonepasteġ ceramicsġ areġ foundġ inġ theġ 11thġ centuryġ phaseġ inġ theġ Citadelġ
excavations,57ġaddingġtoġevidenceġfromġsitesġinġnorthernġSyria,58ġEgypt,59 and Iran60 for an 
earlyġdevelopmentġofġthisġceramicġtechnologyġatġdiferentġlocationsġacrossġtheġMiddleġEast.61 
Technicallyġcomplex,ġ thisġwareġrequiredġsecondaryġkilnġprocessesġ forġtheġapplicationġofġ

51.ġWaksManġ2002.
52.ġfrançois 2008.
53.ġNorthedgeġdatesġthisġfromġtheġ11thġcenturyġatġ‘Ammānġ(northedGeġ1992,ġig.ġ137:5,ġ141:2)ġandġaġsimilarġdatingġisġ

givenġatġBeirutġ(seeden & el-Masri 1999,ġp.ġ400,ġig.ġ3:9-10)ġandġTallġQaymūnġ(aVissar 1996,ġp.ġ135).
54.ġSeenġmostġclearlyġinġassemblagesġinġsouthernġBilādġal- ām,ġforġexampleġMaGness 1993,ġp.ġ211-213.
55. françoisġ2008.
56.ġTheġunglazedġceramicsġfromġarchaeologicalġphasesġpredatingġtheġconstructionġofġtheġCitadelġwereġnotġstudiedġ

inġdetailġowingġtoġtheġlargeġquantitiesġofġresidualġByzantineġandġearlyġIslamicġceramicsġpresent.ġTheġtermġǦbrittleġ
waresǧġwasġcoinedġinġtheġpublicationġofġtheġAmericanġexcavationsġatġDouraġEuroposġ(dysonġ1968),ġandġconsiderableġ
recentġworkġhasġexpandedġourġunderstandingġofġthisġphenomenonġinġSyria,ġseeġparticularlyġBartl et al.ġ1995,ġandġ
Vokaerġ2007.

57.ġ21ġ stonepasteġ fragmentsġwereġ identiiedġ inġ11thġ centuryġphasesġ atġ theġ conclusionġofġ theġirstġphaseġofġ theġ
potteryġstudyġinġ2003ġ(McPhilliPsġ2006,ġAppendixġ5).ġTheġinalġstagesġofġtheġstudyġhaveġstrengthenedġthisġbodyġofġ
evidence,ġrevealingġanġadditionalġ30-40ġfragmentsġbelongingġtoġthisġphase.

58.ġBerthier et al. 2001,ġp.ġ143-144;ġtonGhiniġ1998,ġp.ġ40;ġhendersonġ1999,ġp.ġ262-263.
59.ġscanlonġ1999,ġMason & titeġ1994,ġp.ġ90.
60.ġruGiadiġ2010.
61.ġIġ thankġ Matsġ Roslund,ġ Universityġ ofġ Lund,ġ forġ showingġ meġ cobaltġ glazedġ andġ incisedġ stonepasteġ sherdsġ

excavatedġatġSigtuna,ġaġSwedishġroyalġcapital,ġandġdatedġbyġassociationġtoġdendrochronologicalġġsamplesġtoġtheġlateġ
11thġorġveryġearlyġ12thġcenturyġ(roslundġ2008).
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colouredġalkalineġglazes,ġandġwereġfrequentlyġaccompaniedġbyġeitherġin-glazeġorġunderglazeġ
painting,ġandġtheġuseġofġaġmetallicġoxideġǦlustreǧġpaintingġglazeġtechnique,ġallġinvolvingġ
aġ rangeġ ofġ mineralġ derivedġ components.62ġ Theġ Damascusġ assemblageġ isġ signiicantġ forġ
theġevidenceġ itġprovidesġ suggestingġ thatġaġdevelopmentġ inġ stonepasteġ technologiesġandġ
productionġpracticesġtookġplaceġfromġtheġ11thġcentury.ġTheġmaterialġfromġtheġ11th century 
isġhighlyġfragmentary,ġrelectingġitsġarchaeologicalġprovenance,ġfromġsecondaryġdepositsġ
inġtheġformerġnorthwesternġpartġofġtheġwalledġcity,ġincorporatedġinġconstructionġlayersġofġ
theġSal ūqġCitadelġinġca.ġ1075ġtoġ1085.ġIllustratedġhereġisġanġexampleġofġaġturquoiseġglazedġ
bowl,ġbearingġfaintġtracesġofġmetallicġlustreġpaintingġ(ig.ġ4.1),ġandġtwoġunusualġpiecesġinġ
opaqueġwhiteġglazeġandġlustreġpaintedġorġincisedġdecorationġ(ig.ġ4.2-4.3).ġOneġsmallġerodedġ
bowlġ fragmentġprovidesġ evidenceġ forġ theġuseġofġ in-glazeġorġunderglazeġpaintingġatġ thisġ
time,ġ possessingġine,ġ cobaltġ stripesġ beneathġ aġ colourlessġ glazeġ (ig.ġ 4.5).ġ ġ Presentġ priorġ
toġtheġCitadel’sġconstruction,ġ thisġirstġstonepasteġclassġ isġconcentratedġ inġearlyġtoġmid-
12th centuryġphasesġbutġisġmostlyġabsentġbyġtheġlaterġ12thġcentury.ġItġisġthin-walled,ġwithġaġ
characteristicġdense,ġbrilliantġwhiteġbodyġandġsmooth,ġhard,ġ sometimesġopaciiedġglaze.ġ
Inġcolourġ itġ isġprincipallyġ turquoiseġorġwhite,ġbutġcobaltġblueġalsoġmakesġanġappearanceġ
(ig.ġ4.8),ġasġdoġmorphologicalġtraitsġsuchġasġtheġthinġsplayedġfootġandġconicalġproile.ġIncisedġ
orġchamplevéġdecorationġ(ig.ġ4.6-4.7)ġisġaccompaniedġbyġtheġuseġofġunderglazeġpainting,ġ
bothġinġaġhandfulġofġexamplesġinġwhichġtheġpaintġrunsġslightlyġwithinġtheġglazeġ(ig.ġ4.4-4.5),ġ
andġinġtheġirstġinstancesġofġtheġmoreġtechnicallyġsuccessfulġunderglazeġpaintingġ(ig.ġ5).ġ63

Fromġtheġsecondġhalfġofġtheġ12thġcenturyġaġlargeġquantityġofġaġstandardisedġrangeġofġmoreġ
thicklyġwalled,ġfriable,ġwhiteġstonepasteġbowlġformsġdominatesġtheġCitadelġassemblage.ġItġ
displaysġmoreġdiversiicationġinġtheġuseġofġglazeġcolorants,ġandġgreaterġuseġofġunderġglazeġ
paintedġorġincisedġdecoration.ġIllustratedġhereġareġexamplesġofġtheġmainġstonepasteġclassesġ
found:ġmonochromeġglazedġ(turquoise,ġgreenishġorġcolourless)ġoftenġwithġincisedġdecorationġ
(ig.ġ5.1),ġturquoiseġandġcobaltġunderglazeġpaintedġ(ig.ġ5.2-5.4),ġandġrareġexamplesġunderġaġ
greenġorġvioletġmanganeseġglazeġ(ig.ġ5.5-5.6).ġAġpolychromeġunderglazeġpaintedġceramicġ
isġwellġ representedġ inġ theġ Citadelġ assemblageġ throughġ theġ 12th and early 13thġ centuries,ġ
belongingġ toġ whatġ isġ sometimesġ stillġ referredġ toġ asġ ǦResafaġWareǧġ inġ theġ artġ historicalġ
literature.ġItġincorporatesġtheġuseġofġvegetalġandġiguralġelementsġinġblack,ġcobaltġandġdarkġ
redġbeneathġaġcolourlessġglazeġ(ig.ġ6.1-6.3);ġtheġred-paintedġelementsġvisibleġasġaġthickerġ
pasteġ inġcomparisonġtoġtheġotherġcoloursġused.ġTheġvesselġshapes,ġandġtoġaġ lesserġdegreeġ
theġ decorativeġ repertoire,ġ areġ veryġ closeġ toġ thoseġ usedġ inġ theġ otherġ underglazeġ paintedġ
potteryġclassesġatġtheġCitadel,ġandġonġaġrapidġvisualġcomparisonġdiferġconsiderablyġfromġ
theġvesselġformsġorġiconographicġrepertoiresġofġpolychromeġunderglazeġpaintedġstonepasteġ
waresġtoġbeġseenġatġHamaġorġAleppo.64ġTheġrelatedġtechniqueġofġpaintingġunderġanġalkalineġ
glazeġitselfġcanġbeġdemonstratedġtoġbeġlongġlivedġinġDamascus,ġbeginningġbeforeġ1085ġonġtheġ

62.ġSee allanġ1973ġforġdiscussionġandġanalysisġofġtheġtreatiseġofġAbūġl-Qāsimġonġstonepasteġceramics.
63.ġTwoġstonepasteġjarsġfoundġinġDamascusġinġtheġ19thġcenturyġ(MiGeon 1907, p.ġ206; Poulsen 1957,ġp.ġ138;ġPorter & 

Watson 1987,ġA35)ġandġnowġinġParisġmayġequateġtoġthisġclassġofġceramic.ġ
64.ġPoulsen 1957; Gonnellaġ1999.



457CONTINUITYġANDġINNOVATIONġINġSYRIANġARTISANALġTRADITIONS

earthenwareġgroupġ(ig.ġ2.2),ġappearingġinġsomeġine,ġpossiblyġexperimental,ġexamplesġofġ
in-glazeġpaintingġonġstonepasteġbodyġinġtheġearlyġ12thġcenturyġ(ig.ġ4.4-4.5),ġandġcontinuingġ
intoġtheġperiodġofġstandardisationġinġtheġlaterġ12th and 13thġcenturies.ġItġthenġbecomesġaġmoreġ
commonġartisanalġproductionġinġtheġcityġinġbothġtheġMamlukġandġOttomanġerasġ(françois 
2008).65

Considerableġquantitiesġofġlessġinelyġmadeġmonochromeġglazedġstonepasteġalsoġappear,ġ
oftenġ inġ moreġ utilitarianġ forms,ġ suchġ asġ lamps,ġ undecoratedġ bowlsġ andġ straight-sidedġ
potsġ (ig.ġ 6.4-6.5).ġ Roughlyġ executedġ underglazeġ paintedġ decorationġ onġ aġ smallġ numberġ
ofġ examplesġ mayġ beġ indicativeġ ofġ diferentġ levelsġ ofġ craftġ specialisationġ inġ stonepasteġ
productionġ (ig.ġ6.6),ġaġrelectionġperhapsġofġ theġmixedġsocialġ strataġresidentġwithinġ theġ
Citadelġitself,ġincludingġsoldiersġofġtheġgarrisonġandġciviliansġattachedġtoġtheġcourt,66 or a 
manifestationġofġ theġsocio-economicġ linksġbetweenġtheġresidentsġofġ theġCitadelġandġ theġ
cityġbeyondġitsġwalls.ġStonepasteġpotteryġfromġtheġearlyġ13thġcenturyġinġtheġCitadelġexhibitsġ
furtherġmorphologicalġandġdecorativeġdevelopmentsġincludingġaġmarkedġincreaseġinġmoreġ
utilitarianġforms.ġThisġmayġcorrespondġtoġtheġdisappearanceġfromġuseġofġalkalineġglazedġ
earthenwareġbowls,ġandġforeshadowġtheġexpansionġinġproductionġandġbroaderġdistributionġ
ofġstonepasteġwaresġthatġoccursġonġaġregionalġlevelġinġtheġMamlukġperiod.

Aġchronologicalġdevelopmentġinġstonepasteġtechnologiesġbroadlyġsimilarġtoġthatġseenġ
inġtheġCitadelġofġDamascusġexcavationsġhasġbeenġobservedġinġtheġ amāġCitadelġexcavations,67 
andġatġQalʿatġal- aʿbarġandġRaqqaġ inġ theġEuphratesġvalley.68ġHowever,ġanġ increaseġ inġ theġ
availableġarchaeologicalġdataġaboutġstonepasteġproductionġandġchronologiesġinġSyriaġrendersġ
terminology,ġusedġtoġdescribeġgroupsġknownġmostlyġthroughġmuseumġcollectionsġandġtheġ
antiquitiesġmarket,ġsuchġasġTallġMinisġandġRaqqaġWares,ġlessġworkable.ġTheġmostġcommonlyġ
advancedġ artġhistoricalġmodelsġ proposedġ forġ aġ regionalġ disseminationġofġ inluencesġ areġ
notġreconcilableġwithġtheġarchaeologicalġevidenceġfromġDamascus.ġPolychromeġunderglazeġ
paintedġwares,ġ forġ example,ġ areġ presentġ inġ theġ Citadelġ assemblageġ throughoutġ theġ 12th 
century,ġbeforeġotherġso-calledġǦRaqqaǧġtypeġwaresġcomeġtoġprominenceġinġtheġsecondġhalfġ
ofġ thatġcentury.ġThisġconlictsġwithġevidenceġ fromġnorthernġSyriaġwhereġǦRaqqaġwaresǧġ
haveġbeenġseenġasġaġlateġ12th or early 13thġcenturyġphenomenon,ġandġwithġtheġpropositionġ
thatġ aġ migrationġ ofġ artisans,ġ leeingġ theġ destructionġ ofġ theġ potters’ġ quarterġ atġ Fusṭāṭ,ġ
transferredġFāṭimidġtechnologiesġtoġRaqqa,ġandġthenġtoġDamascusġfollowingġtheġMongolġ
devastationġofġtheġEuphratesġvalley.69ġStylisticġorġtechnologicalġinluencesġhaveġfrequentlyġ
beenġdescribedġ asġ arrivingġ inġ Syriaġ afterġhavingġbeenġ inventedġorġdevelopedġ inġ Iranġorġ
Egypt.ġTheġCitadelġofġDamascusġmaterialġsuggestsġagainstġinterpretingġSyrianġpolychromeġ
underglazeġ paintedġwaresġ asġ aġ derivativeġ versionġ ofġ IranianġMīnā‘īġ (overglazeġ painted)ġ
pottery.ġTheġformerġwareġoccursġinġDamascusġpriorġtoġtheġirstġdatedġMīnā‘īġvessels,ġandġ

65.ġfrançoisġ2008.
66.ġcheVeddenġ1986,ġp.ġ17-19.
67. Poulsenġ1957,ġp.ġ132-136.
68. tonGhiniġ1998,ġp.ġ289-292;ġMilWriGhtġ2005,ġp.ġ210-213.
69.ġProposedġirstġbyġlane 1957,ġp.ġ15.
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areġeveryġbitġasġinelyġdecoratedġasġtheirġoverglazeġpaintedġrelative.70ġMorphologicalġandġ
decorativeġ features,ġ alongġ withġ theġ comparativeġ abundanceġ ofġ polychromeġ underglazeġ
painting,ġ setġ theġCitadelġpotteryġ apartġ fromġotherġpublishedġ stonepasteġ assemblagesġ inġ
Syria.ġMetallicġlustreġpaintedġwaresġareġuncommonġandġforġtheġmostġpartġnotġrelatedġtoġtheġ
restġofġtheġassemblage,ġrelectingġperhapsġaġlimitedġrangeġofġDamasceneġproductsġandġtheġ
concentrationġofġcentresġofġproductionġelsewhere.ġTheyġincludeġaġbrown,ġmetallicġlustreġ
onġaġtransparentġgreenishġorġcolourlessġglaze,ġandġsmallġnumbersġofġexamplesġofġgreenishġ
yellowġorġremnantġlustreġpaintedġonġturquoise,ġcobaltġandġleafġgreenġglazesġ(ig.ġ6.7-6.8).ġ
Fineġmould-decorated,ġunglazedġpottery,ġisġalsoġwellġrepresentedġinġ12thġcenturyġcontextsġ
inġ theġCitadel,ġ inġadditionġ toġ fragmentsġofġ Ǧpilgrimġlasksǧġ inġaġ thickerġhardġbufġ fabricġ
(ig.ġ7.1-7.2).ġ

Conclusion

Atġtheġendġofġtheġ11thġcenturyġaġnew,ġlargelyġforeign,ġSal ūqġeliteġinstalledġitselfġinġtheġ
CitadelġofġDamascus,ġwhichġemphasisedġaġconnectionġtoġtheġopulentġcourtġatġBaghdadġinġ
orderġtoġlegitimiseġitsġpower.ġTheġreignġofġtheġatabeg Tu takīnġ(1104-1128)ġwasġaġtimeġofġ
increasingġprosperityġandġstabilityġinġDamascusġwhichġisġtheġcapitalġofġaġlargelyġindependentġ
territory.ġItġhasġalsoġbeenġarguedġthatġtheġcityġabsorbedġsomeġrefugeeġpopulationsġfromġareasġ
comingġunderġFrankishġcontrolġtoġtheġwest,ġorġescapingġfromġinstabilityġinġMesopotamiaġ
andġIranġthatġmayġhaveġbroughtġnewġcraftġskillsġorġtechnicalġknowledgeġtoġtheġcity.71ġAnġ
expansionġinġstonepasteġproductionġinġDamascusġfromġtheġmiddleġofġtheġ12thġcenturyġtookġ
placeġinġtheġcontextġofġfurtherġurbanġgrowthġafterġtheġarrivalġofġNūrġal-Dīnġinġtheġcityġandġ
theġuniicationġofġSyria.ġClearly,ġaġstrongġlocalġmarketġexistedġinġtheġCitadel,ġandġperhapsġ
elsewhereġinġtheġcity,ġforġtheseġeliteġproducts.ġTheġdistributionġofġproductsġfromġDamascusġ
isġmoreġdiicultġtoġdetect.ġZangidġorġAyyubidġmaterialġatġBaalbek72ġandġQa rġal- ayrġal-
arqīġmayġcomeġfromġDamascus,73ġbutġmostġstonepasteġassemblagesġfromġpublishedġsitesġinġ

southernġBilādġal- āmġincludingġDamasceneġimportsġseemġtoġpostdateġ1260.ġ74
TheġCitadelġpotteryġhasġmanyġconnectionsġwithġtheġmaterialġcultureġofġtheġwiderġregion,ġ

butġitġalsoġrelectsġtheġphysicalġpositionġofġtheġcity,ġsituatedġinġanġinlandġoasis,ġseparatedġfromġ
otherġurbanġcentresġonġallġbutġtheġsouthernġsideġbyġjourneysġlastingġseveralġdaysġdurationġ
overġ diicultġ terrain.ġ Theġ cityġ providedġ primarilyġ forġ itsġ ownġ ceramicġ requirements,ġ
relectedġ inġmanyġofġ theġdistinctivelyġ localġelementsġ inġ theġCitadelġ typologyġandġ inġ theġ

70.ġAġ ġ singleġ fragmentġofġMīnā‘īġwareġwasġ foundġ inġaġ laterġ12thġ centuryġdepositġ inġ theġCitadelġexcavation.ġ Itġ isġ
noteworthyġthatġIbnġ‘Asākirġdiscussesġtheġpresenceġofġglassblowersġinġtheġsouthġeastġofġtheġcity,ġsouthġofġtheġvia recta,ġ
the area referred to as the Mašak al-zuǧāǧ (élisséeffġ1956,ġp.ġ76,ġno62),ġsigniicantġgivenġtheġexistenceġofġtechnicalġ
parallelsġwithġtheġmanufactureġofġstonepasteġandġmetallicġlustreġtechniques.ġ

71. Moutonġ1994,ġp.ġ302.
72. daiBerġ2006.
73. GraBar et al. 1978.
74.ġSeeġforġexampleġtheġexamplesġofġAcreġ(PrinGleġ1997;ġstern 1997)ġandġTallġQaymūnġ(aVissar 1996)ġinġPalestine.
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relativeġpaucityġofġimportedġwaresġduringġtheġperiodġcoveredġbyġthisġstudy.75ġInġadditionġtoġ
theġstrongġlikelihoodġofġmostġofġitsġinewaresġbeingġlocallyġproduced,ġtheġmajorityġofġtheġ
glazedġandġunglazedġcommonwaresġareġofġaġdistinctivelyġlocalġcharacter,ġevenġthoseġwhichġ
belongġtoġfamiliesġthatġoccurġelsewhereġinġBilādġal- ām.ġTheġCitadelġpotteryġprovidesġanġ
insightġintoġlifeġinġanġéliteġcontextġwithinġDamasceneġsociety.ġWeġcurrentlyġpossessġlittleġ
knowledgeġofġtheġIslamicġceramicġmaterialġcultureġofġotherġsectorsġofġtheġurbanġpopulation,ġ
orġfromġruralġsitesġinġsouthernġSyria.ġIndicationsġfromġworkġatġMsaykeh,ġ60ġkilometresġsouthġ
ofġDamascusġinġtheġLejaġbasaltġmassif,ġdemonstrateġaġpredominanceġofġhandġmadeġwares,ġ
whileġtheseġnumberġlessġthanġtenġsherdsġinġtheġCitadelġofġDamascusġitself.76ġClearlyġfurtherġ
archaeologicalġandġtypologicalġworkġisġneededġinġorderġtoġadvanceġcurrentġknowledgeġofġ
IslamicġmaterialġcultureġinġBilādġal- āmġinġtheġperiodġcoveringġtheġtransitionġbetweenġtheġ
Abbasidġ andġAyyubidġdynasties.ġ TheġCitadelġ corpusġprovidesġ valuableġnewġperspectivesġ
onġtheġregionalġroleġthatġtheġartisansġofġthisġcityġplayed,ġstimulatedġasġtheyġwereġbyġtheġ
eliteġmarketsġinstalledġinġtheġnewġroyalġresidenceġandġpowerbaseġofġtheġSal ūqsġandġtheirġ
successors.ġ Itġmarksġtheġcityġoutġasġaġcentreġofġtechnicalġ innovation,ġ linkedġtoġtheġlong-
standingġpracticeġofġlocalġceramicġtraditions.ġ
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Figure 4
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Figure 5
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Figure 6
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Figure 7
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Figure captions

(Illustrationsġ3.2,ġ4.3,ġ5.5-6,ġ6.1ġandġ7.2ġbyġH.ġDavid;ġPhotographs:ġP.ġGodeau;ġoriginalġpencilġdrawings:ġI.ġ
Shaddoud;ġdigitalisation:ġS.ġMcPhillips).

Figureġ1:
1.1ġCD2ġ1071.476;ġcookingġpot;ġred (2.5YRġ5/6)ġ to reddishġbrownġ(2.5YRġ5/4);ġ translucentġbrown,ġ

greyġandġwhiteġmineralġinclusions,ġreddishġbrownġglazeġlowerġinterior.
1.2ġCD2ġ1063.620;ġcookingġpot;ġcolourġandġfabricġasġ1.1;ġthickġbrownġglazeġinterior.
1.3ġ CD2ġ 1075.21;ġ porousġwareġ jugġwithġ ilter;ġ reddishġ yellowġ (5YRġ 7/6)ġ inġ section,ġ surfaceġ lightġ

reddishġbrownġ(5YRġ6/4)ġandġredġwhereġslippedġ (10Rġ4/6); greyġ inclusionsġandġsomeġineġquartzġandġ
limestone;ġslipġappliedġwithġbrushġexterior.

1.4ġCD2ġ1132.128;ġasġ1.3,ġslipġappliedġirregularlyġexterior.

Figureġ2:
2.1ġCD2ġ1083.1;ġsoftġveryġpaleġbrownġfabricġ(10YRġ8/3);ġreddishġorangeġinclusions;ġwhiteġslipġandġ

transparentġgreenġglazeġinterior.
2.2ġCD2ġ1021.1;ġcolourġasġ2.1;ġsoftġwithġred,ġwhiteġandġbrownġinclusions;ġresidualġgreenġglazeġandġ

whiteġslip,ġblackġunderglazeġpaint.
2.3ġCD2ġ1238.50;ġfabricġandġcolourġasġ2.1;ġwhiteġslipġandġturquoiseġglaze.
2.4ġCD2ġ1075.17ġandġ1021.10;ġwhite,ġof-whiteġandġmicaceousġinclusions;ġturquoiseġglaze.
2.5ġCD2ġ1055.1;ġsoftġveryġpaleġbrownġfabricġ(10YR7/4ġ-ġ8/2);ġscarceġineġblackġandġwhiteġroundedġ

inclusions;ġblackġpaintedġdecorationġbeneathġpaleġgreenġglaze.
2.6ġCD2ġ1211.2;ġ reddishġyellowġ inġ sectionġ (5YRġ6/6)ġ andġonġ theġ exteriorġ surfaceġpinkġ (5YRġ7/6);ġ

limestone,ġgrey,ġandġquartzġinclusions;ġopaqueġpaleġgreenġandġgreenishġyellowġglaze.
2.7ġCD2ġ1211.4b;ġcolourġandġfabricġasġ2.6;ġincisedġdecorationġlowerġexterior,ġpie-crustġrim,ġgreenġandġ

whiteġopaqueġglaze.
2.8ġCD2ġ1252.14;ġveryġpaleġbrownġ(10YRġ8/3)ġfabricġwithġveryġineġgreyġandġwhiteġinclusions, verticalġ

andġ Ǧscribbledǧġ incisedġ linesġ interior;ġ yellow,ġ greenġ andġ aubergineġ glaze,ġ exteriorġ green,ġ yellowġ andġ
whiteġstripes.

2.9ġCD2ġ1211.12;ġcolourġandġfabricġasġ2.8;ġyellowġandġgreenġglazeġinterior,ġgreenġexterior.
2.10ġCD2ġ1022b.26;ġabundantġlimestoneġandġquartzġinclusions;ġredġ(2.5YRġ5/6)ġinġsection,ġlightġredġ

(2.5YRġ6/8)ġexterior;ġincisedġdecoration,ġwhiteġslipġandġdarkġleafġgreenġglaze.

Figureġ3:
3.1ġCDġ1098.3;ġredġ(2.5YRġ5/6)ġinġsectionġtoġreddishġbrownġ(2.5YRġ5/4)ġexterior;ġquartz,ġgreyġandġ

yellowishġwhiteġinclusions;ġpaleġgreenġglaze,ġwhiteġslipġpaintedġdecoration.
3.2ġCD2ġ1063.832;ġcolourġandġfabricġasġ3.1;ġgoldenġglaze,ġgreenġsplashes,ġincisedġdecoration.
3.3ġCD2ġ1236.23;ġcolourġandġfabricġasġ3.1;ġyellowġandġwhiteġglaze,ġwhiteġslipġpaintedġdecoration.
3.4ġCD2ġ1048b.5;ġcolourġandġfabricġasġ3.1;ġtracesġofġburningġonġnozzleġandġspout.

Figureġ4:
4.1ġCD2ġ1063.803;ġfriableġgreyish-whiteġstonepaste;ġvestigialġmetallicġlustreġpaintedġdecorationġonġ

transparentġturquoiseġglaze.
4.2ġCD2ġ1211.21;ġsoftġgreyġstonepaste;ġmustardġyellowġmetallicġlustreġpaintġoverġgreyishġwhiteġglaze.
4.3ġ CD2ġ 1362.44;ġ fusedġwhiteġ stonepaste;ġ lightġ incisedġ decoration;ġ transparentġwhiteġ glazeġwithġ

someġineġcrazing,ġmattġsurface.
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4.4ġCD2ġ1098b.2;ġhardġwhiteġstonepaste;ġdarkġcobaltġblueġandġreddishġbrownġunderglazeġpaintedġ
decorationġwhichġswimsġslightlyġinġtheġcolourlessġglaze.

4.5ġCD2ġ1211.01;ġreddish-greyġstonepaste;ġdarkġcobaltġblueġunderglazeġpainted,ġcolourlessġglaze.
4.6ġCD2ġ1063.810;ġfriableġwhiteġstonepaste;ġchamplevéġdecoration;ġtracesġturquoiseġglaze.
4.7ġCD2ġ1063.807;ġhardġwhiteġstonepaste;ġincisedġdecoration,ġpaleġblueġturquoiseġglaze.
4.8ġCD2ġ1081.1;ġhardġwhiteġstonepaste;ġthickġtransparentġcobaltġblueġglaze,ġwhiteġslip.

Figureġ5:
5.1ġ CD5.3ġ 312.54;ġ friableġ greyishġ whiteġ stonepaste;ġ incisedġ decorationġ underġ thickġ transparentġ

crazedġcolourlessġglaze.
5.2ġCD5.3ġ312.42a;ġfabricġasġ5.1;ġblackġpaintedġdecorationġbeneathġpaleġcobaltġblueġglaze.
5.3ġCD2ġ1063.1;ġfabricġasġ5.1;ġġblackġunderglazeġpaintedġdecorationġexecutedġinġineġbrushġandġincisedġ

intoġsurfaceġofġvesselġpriorġtoġpainting;ġshiveredġturquoiseġglaze.
5.4ġCD2ġ1073b.1;ġfabricġasġ5.1;ġblackġpaintedġdecorationġunderġturquoiseġglaze.
5.5ġCD2ġ1894.1;ġhardġwhiteġstonepaste;ġblackġpaintedġdecorationġbeneathġdarkġgreenġglaze.
5.6ġCD2ġ1075.10;ġhardġwhiteġstonepaste;ġblackġpaintedġdecorationġbeneathġheavilyġerodedġpurpleġ

glaze.

Figureġ6:
6.1ġCD5.3ġ311/312.55;ġfriableġgreyish-whiteġstonepaste;ġpolychromeġpaintedġsceneġ(hareġandġhound)ġ

inġblack,ġcobaltġblueġandġredġbeneathġaġcolourlessġglaze.
6.2ġCD2ġ1054.2;ġhardġwhiteġ stonepaste;ġpolychromeġpaintedġ sceneġ (treeġandġ fragmentaryġiguralġ

scene)ġinġblack,ġcobaltġblueġandġredġbeneathġaġcolourlessġglaze.
6.3ġCD5.1ġ4017.1;ġfriableġgreyishġwhiteġstonepaste;ġpolychromeġpaintedġsceneġinġblack,ġcobaltġblueġ

andġredġbeneathġaġcolourlessġglaze.
6.4ġT.4.2ġ104/106.72;ġfabricġasġ6.3;ġcolourlessġtoġgreenishġglaze,ġexteriorġdrips.
6.5ġCD5.3ġ340.9;ġfabricġasġ6.3;ġthickġiridisedġturquoiseġglaze,ġdripsġlowerġexterior.
6.6ġCD2ġ1022b.2;ġfabricġasġ6.3;ġblackġpaintedġdecorationġbeneathġvestigialġcolourlessġglaze.
6.7ġCD2ġ1022b/1040.1;ġhardġwhiteġstonepaste;ġvestigialġmetallicġlustreġpaintedġdecorationġ(ishġinġ

outline)ġoverġleafġgreenġglaze.
6.8ġCD2ġ1061.2/1044;ġhardġwhiteġstonepaste;ġerodedġdecorationġinġmustardġyellowġmetallicġlustreġ

overġopaqueġdarkġblueġglaze.

Figureġ7:
7.1ġCD5.2ġ432.04;ġineġfabric,ġpaleġyellowġ(2.5Yġ8/3)ġinġsection,ġwhiteġ(5Yġ8/1)ġsurface,ġscarceġveryġineġ

redġandġblackġinclusions;ġappliedġplasticġdecorationġ(chainġmailedġandġbootedġigureġbearingġaġscimitar,ġ
betweenġtwoġmedallions,ġprobablyġcontainingġaġlion);ġpotentiallyġaġǦpilgrimġlaskǧġfragment.ġ

7.2ġCD2ġ1075.1;ġfabricġasġ7.1;ġrelief-mouldedġepigraphicġmotif;ġinscription:ġǦ(al-sul)ta(nġ?…)ġal-‘izzġad-
d(ā‘im…a)l-iqbālǧ,ġthe sultan (?) the perpetual glory (…) the [good] fortune;ġ lowerġlineġ(largelyġindecipherable):ġ
Ǧ…‘ādil…ǧġ(…)ġjust (…). (ReadingġandġtranslationġStefanġHeidemann).




