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John M. Ackerman is Professor at the Insti-
tute of Legal Research of the National 

Autonomous University of Mexico 
(UNAM) and Vice President of the In-
ternational Association of Administra-
tive Law.  He received his M.A. and 
Ph.D. in Political Sociology from the 
University of California, Santa Cruz, 

and is an expert in the topics of democ-
racy, elections, rule of law, transparency, 

accountability, independent agencies and 
citizen participation. He is a member of the Na-

tional System of Researchers of Mexico´s National Science and Technol-
ogy Council, Level II, and is Editor-in-Chief of the Mexican Law Review at 
the Institute for Legal Research of the UNAM.  In 2012, he was recognized 
by the UNAM as the leading young scholar in the area of the social sci-
ences.    He is a prize-winning columnist for the newsweekly Proceso and the 
daily La Jornada and has also contributed pieces to leading media outlets.
Ackerman has been a Senior Consultant to the World Bank and was coordinator 
of the National Working Group on Transparency, Oversight and Accountability 
of the National Fiscal Convention in Mexico.  He has also been a consultant with 
USAID, OECD, UNDP, Global Integrity, International Budget Project, Open 
Society Institute and in Mexico with the Secretary of the Public Function, the 
Supreme Court, the Chamber of Deputies and the Government of Mexico City.  

Lorenzo Meyer is a professor as well as 
columnist in leading national and local 
newspapers. He also is a commen-
tator in TV and radio. He graduated 
from El Colegio de México where 
he obtained a B.A. and a PH.D in 
International Relations in 1966; 
later he pursued postdoctoral 
studies in Political Science at the 
University of Chicago. He is author 
of several books on the history of the 
political relations of Mexico with the United 
States, England and Spain as well as on the political and social history 
of Mexico during the 20th Century. Among his most important publica-
tions on the subject are: México y los Estados Unidos en el conflicto 
petrolero (Mexico and the United States in the oil controversy, 1917-
1942); Su Majestad Británica contra la Revolución Mexicana (His Brit-
ish Majesty against the Mexican Revolution) and El cactus y el olivo. 
Las relaciones de México y España en el siglo XX, (The cactus and 
the olive tree. The relationship between Mexico and Spain in the 20th 
century). Meyer has a long trajectory as university professor in Mexico, 
the United States, and Spain and has received several national prices, 
among others, the prize from the Mexican Academy of Science, the 
National Press Award and the National Prize of Sciences and Arts. 
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