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CHAPTER I
THE PRODBLEM ARD DUPIUITION OF TERMS ULAD

It has been held by many Sundavy School suthorities
thot there is o decided loss in the Sunday School at the
end of the Junlor year. The purpose of this investigation
was to inquire vhethsr such conditions still existed and if
they did to suggest some rocommendstions to aid in the at-
tendance problem. It ig not assumed that final answers will
be given, but it was hoped that light might be thrown upon

the subject by resson of this effort,
I. 7TIi. PROBLEM

vtatement of the problem. 1t was the purpose of

this study (1) to investigate the claims of Sunday School
anthoritiez in relatlon to early adolescent mortslity:

(2) to discover, by the survey wethod, 1f the same trends
still exist; (3) to meke such recommendetions as were sug-
gested by the findings.

Importance of the study. It 1s understocd by work-

ers in Telliglous kducation that the adolescent age /rescnts
the Chureh with some of its greatest problems. Of these
edolescent year:s the ages twelve, thirtcen, and fourteen

are very significant. In Church School terminology those



2
within this age bracket are referred to as the "Interimediate
or "Junior Iigh students".

Two basie facts stand out with respect to thie age
group. According to authorities, Intermedisate vears re-
present the "peak of conversion”, That is, the pericd when
the largest pereentage of individusle accept Christ and join
the Church. The other challenging fact 1s that during these
years the majcority of oriminals begin their downwara c&reer.l

If it be true that the Church experiences 1ite largect
mortality rates in this age zroup, the fact oresents one of

e greatsst challenges of the Chureh. If on the cther hand
the picturs is shifting and btrends show that tremendous loss-
e8 &re no longer found in esarly edolcscence, but in later
vears, the chalicnge 1z just as great In that the Church has
the opportunity to work with the bouvs and girls and establish
them In ths Christian faith, thus eliminsting the rmortality

rate In later years,

Procedure of rececarchi. In order to establicsh trends

as to sarly adoleacent mortality in the Sunday Schoul five
sets of questionnaires verc distributed In an effort to ob-
taln a random sarmpling which would provide a eross section-

&l view of the present uituatlion in regard to trends,

1 . 8. Dobbins, .orlkins vith Intermedintes, {(Hash-
ville: Sundav l'ehouvl Board of Southern Raptizt Convention,
1"}2{) ) ¥ _}‘) » 11;’ »
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There were questiomnaires, with an accommanving let-
ter, sent bo one hundred pastors of Baptist, Church of the
Brethren, hvangellesal Reformed, Evangelicel United Brethwren,
Free llethodist, Independent, ifethodist, Wazarene, Presbyier-
ien, and wesleyan Methodist churches. These churches were
located in Florida, Georgis, Illinols, Indlana, Kentueky,
Hichigan, dissouri, OChio, and Termosses. The reason lor se-
lecting several denominstions instead of one was (1) to dis-
cover any denominational deviatlon from the contsmporary
trend. Varlous stotes were Included (1) to substantiate the
cross sectionsl idea; (2) because of an acquaintence with
the varicus pastors, Of the one hundred guestionnalires
gent, sixt- were returned or exzactly sizty per cent.

Two different sete of reply vpost card-gquestiommaires
were sent to the pame group of pastors asking additional
inforzation ag the study nrogreassed.

Questiopnaires were sent 0 one hundred and forty-
four Junior High students in Plymouth, Indiana snd to fifty-
8ix bovs and girls of the same age group in Lincoln Gauntg?ny.
Thege loesations represented two different stetes and gitua-
tions. Plymouth, Indiana is & town in the northern part of
indiona with & population of over zix thousand. In thls
ecormunity arc foamd thirteen different ehurches.s zducation-
ally and econonmically the stendords ave aversags, The other

sghool leocated in Linccln Counbty, Kentueky, is a typleal
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eountry, consolidated school where the bovs wish to follow
in their fethers! foot-steps and become farmers. The girls
desire predominantly, to be housewives and waltresses.

The last set of card-guestionnaipres vere gent to sev~
en mmndred and fifty pastors of the Hethodist Church in Chio,
This represented every affsctive pastor in the eablire sbate.
There were one hundred snd seventy-Live replies recelved
from whieh the dats was taken.

Iin 8ddition to the usge of the guestionnaire method,
inforrmation end statistics were obtained from the Youth Divi-
siocns of ten of the leading denominatlions, snd pastors who
have mads a study of youbh. Attention wag given Lo books,
magesines, lesson materisls, and pamphlets which seomed o
bear upon the problen, chief awong vhieh were: Journal of

Religiocus kducation, Teen-agers Tell, Methedlst Vouth Fel-

lowship literature, and Intermedliate Fellowship literature

from verious dencorwinzbtiong.

IT. DEPINITION OF TERMS UBED

Tarly sdolesconte.e The bterm sdolescence pomes Fron

the Latin adolescentis, meaning "growing w®. The ancients

used the term to designate the period when the changes are
taking place which distinguish the c¢hild fron the mature

AR OF WORETL. S Ly common eonsent the period of sdolescence

2 Ibid., p. 23.
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exterdla from twelve years of age through twentv-three. This
interval of wverrs, which divides shildhood anmd sdulthood,
falle into three stages., The first stages i the early adoe
lescent consisting of twelve, thirteen, and fourbteen ysay
olds; the next psriod is the middle adolescent to which the
fifteen, sixteen, snd seventesn vear clds belong: the vears:
eighteen through twenty-thres are cslled later sdolesconca.
The first stage or esrly adolescence haye besn re-
ferred %o most In this study sines it has been the sonvie-
tion of many authoritles that it is a "key age” and is full

of eonflict.

Interwediate. This term is refepred to in Church

&chool activities and means the same ape group as the sarl

adoleseonts. Hevin Harner in his book, Youth Work Iin the
Church says:

By common eongent the {ilrst forgotten man in Chureh
werk with: youth ls the interwmediebe. s have lavished
& good bit of attention on these iust below hin, and
those Just above him, but he hiwsel! has been freguanily
pagsed by---+-He Iz too old for the chlldren and too
voung for the young pecple. He 1§ "inbermediate”, be~
twixt and between, noither £ish nor fowl, nor good red
herring.3

This terminclogy bhme not been too popular asmong many

youth groups since it signilles vividly the true dllemms in

which the voung people find themselves,

3 %evin €., Harner, Youth iork in the Clmrch, (Few
York: Abingdon=-Coliesbury PreBs, 100i5)y De L100.
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Junlor High Pupil. Becsuse of the disfavor connscted

with the term "Intermediate” another classiflcation 1s being
used in some ocireles. The Junior llish pupil is the stabus
given to the young nerson betweon twelve and fifteen because
it corresponds with his public school standing.

In this study the term Larly Adolescent, Intermediate,

and Junlocr High will be used Interchangeably.

Hortality. Webstert's definition Tor morbality is
"the desth of large nunbers; desth rate.” In this study
the term mortality is usged in connection with the stbendancs

lcss the Churceh experlences among adolescents.



CHAPTLR IX

CLAIL OP AUTHORITILS COUWCLRUING MORTALITY
OF ZARLY ADOLLSCLNTS IN THL SUNDAY SCIOUL

dany studies have been conducted by authorities In
the field of Religious Educatlon in regard to the problems
of early adoleseence, Of the many problems discovered in
tis age, as they relate to the Sunday School, loss in at-
tendance and its'eontributing factors is among the most i~
noptant. Someone has called the vears between twelve and
fifteen the "neglected vears®, This period has alsc beon
called the "diffieult age” and "a perlod of diversity.?l
The signifieanse of the Interrodlate years hecomes
increasingly appercnt when wo reallize that two of the
four nost erucial periocds of the Individual's life
cceur in whole or in part during this time.<
This age 1s sueh a challenge because it 1ls considered

& very crueial age in youbh work.

Claims of authorities. In 1922 a summary of the re-

sulte of the Indiane Surver of Qeligious kducation, was

sublished.

1 tehel Gsrdner Ferscher, 'issionary .duecat’lon of
Intervedistes, (dew “ork: Miesionary _ducotion Tovenent,
15773}, pe 1.

2 g, s. Dobbins, .oriing with Interusdistes, (Nash-
ville: Sumday fchool Boarc of the Southern Laptist Convon-
tion, 1926), p. 109,




This survey revealed that:

Considering only the Sunday Schoul enrollment of
pupils under twenty-five years of age, more pupils are
enrolled at twelve years of age than at any other &age.
This was true of rural and urban Sundsy Schools, Dur-
ing the twelfth year and the fourteenth year occecursa
the greatest elimination of Sundaw .chool puplls,3

Cvnthis Pearl Heus in Youth Orgenized for Christlan

“ducation nublished in 1925, seid the chureh ammuslly loses
hundreds of these voung pecple who might have been saved if
the church had made a place for th&m.k

One year later, in 1926, G. 8. Dobbins said students
of Sundsy School statistics assert that sixty~five per cent
of bovs, under the old regime, drop out of Sunday School
between the ages of thirtssn and aixtaenﬁs Dobbins stateés:

The tragic Fact is that just &t the tine when the
greatest numbers ore won for Christ, the majority of
thesge boves and girles who might thus be won have dropped
out of Lundar Sehool and thws have ceased Lo come under
the influence of the gospel. This has been due, we have
secn, not to the inherent irreligliousness of adolescents
for they are nearly &ll deeply eoncerned in one way or
another sbout thelr spiritusl welfare; but the fallure
has largely been due to ineffectlive methods, incompetent
teaehgra, inradequate egulpment and an unattractive Hro-
grem,

3 Vialter S. Athozrn, The Indisns fupve: of Ealigipgs
Cucaticnr swnary and Recoumendations, (Hew Torii: Cormittee
on Loclol enG  eliglous Surveys, 1022), Pe L.

L Cynthia Pearl Meus, Youth Uprganlzed for Religious
iducation, {5t. Louls: Bethany Fress, 19¢5)s De 10s

5 chbins, 5.1@.' Qitﬁ’ Pea 170.

6 ioc, ¢it.



Tn 1927 Cheprellts Bvangelism in the Bunday L6000k

was published with its pertinent statewent soncerning the
loss in the Sundsy School:

It is this age in which the greatest losses ocour
to the Sunday Hchool. Resoarches sarried on in meny
widoly separated loealities show that & fsarfully large
percentage of those wvho have been regular atbtendants at
Sunday School during early and later childhood drop oub
botween twelve and sixteen./

Harry C. Imre, woll known suthority on Sunday School

affairas, stated in one of his books published in 152G:

Early adolescence is the period of the highest num-
ber of decisions or se¢lf commitments, &nd alszo the
period of most rapid €illpination from the ehurch asshool.
Se far as the student's churceh relationship goes, 1t is
the crisls time.Y

It aleo ig claimed that interest in religion in eswyly

edolescents is wanting. Tn 1937 Y. 3. Dinmcek made & carcful
study of two lmmdred bovs aged twelve to fourteen years.

Ye deterwmined their intersest in Junday Sehool and ghureh
affairs by the amount of fime they spent in wariocus church
activities. The time sgpent in olubs, scout troops, weekday
meetings of Church Sohool clesses was msasured end 1t was
found that at the age of twelve, 2.0 hours were spent week-

ly. AL the age of sixbteen the tims spent was .2 hours,

7 Zawin Barfleld Chappell, Lvengelisw in the iunday
Sehool, (Washville: Publishing House H.E, Churchy Boubig

19277, p. 121,

8 Barvy C. Munro, The Chureh as &
The Bethamy Ireas, 1929), p. 63+

{ct. Louls:

sehool




10
There was g deorease of 1.8 hours between the ages twelve
and sixteen.?
Roy 4. Burihart, an outstanding suthority in youth
work, sald in 1938:

The chureh beging to lose young people at the end
of the sixth grade; ustally during the seventh and
eighth grade, & third to & half dvop out; ab the end
of high school there gre generally only sbout bten bto
fifteen psr sent of those who went through the child~
rents depsrtment whe pemain,...In & study wmade of ten
churches it was found that the total enrollwent of
the - junior departments of those churches was 1,305
the total enrvollment of the junlor high school depart-
ment was 0563 of the senlor high emrollment 52l young
people's Gepartwent 205,10

4 Purther statement %8 made by Ownbey in his 19h1
publication relating %o eaprly and middle adolessence.

The tsasher of adolescents should rewmevber that a
large percenitage of sonvicted criminsle begin their
carser of erime before the close of middle adolemconce.
It is this age in whish the greatest losses cecur in
the Church Behool, Large mmarbersg of boys and girls
who have not glready unibted with the church drop out
of the Church Sechool hebwcen the ages of twelve and
sizxteen.

In the chapter on the Intermediste Department in

A Guide for Chureh School Teachers published In 1941, Rene

dolph ¥iller sayc coneerning the loas of young people in

9 Tevin C. Morner, Yombh dork in the Cilmreh, {dew
York: Abingdon-{okesbury PrebS, L0Lo.s De Lie

- A0 mey A. Burkhart, Understending Youth, {(MNew Vorks
Ebingdon-fokesbury Press, 1530), Ds 123s =

11 nienerc L, Ownbey, Lvengelism in Chyistlen Lduce-
tion, (New York: Abingdon-Cokecburs PreBos 10LLls De 107s
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the Sunday School:

There are many church schools which end with the
eighth or ninth grade. Just at the tiwe when there
could be some teaching of the content of Chrlstisn
doetrine, church hisgtory, asnd the real problems of
Chrigtian living, the pupils deift away. They "greade
nate" By way of eonfirwabion, or they decide thab
churen sghool is toe young for them, Or parenbs cease
using pressure to get thewm there. Unless there are
real neans assimlilabting thew inte a fuller church
life, they are lost 10 the eburch for & 1&ng‘pwrimﬁblg

James De Forsat Hurch, wrllting on the Intermediabe
Departwent, voiced the zame opiniom:

This deparitnment deals with the sarly sdolescenb-e
those wsually emrolled in the Junlior High achool.
Startling changes take place in their lives and ad-
Justmente ars not often easyv. It 48 8t this sge thab
wmany of them 1?&?@ the public school and also the
Churel: S0hool, 43

Considered in this chapber are cleims of suthorities

from the year 1922 through 1gh3. It is not presumsd thot
this cunsideration of elalive has been exhaustive, but 1t does

refiect the expresged opinion of authorlities over the years.

12 randolph Crump Miller, £ Guide for Church School

Pl e

Penchers, {(Loulsville: Clelster Urese, 101i3)s Ds Hia

13 James De Forest Muveh, Christisn Gduestion and
the Local Choreh, (Cincinnatis Ths Standard PUbLiShing

Company, 19013)s P. 312.




CHAPTER IIX
QUBSTTONNATRE RESULTS

Card questiommeires I and II. PFrowm the combined fig-

ures of card questionnaires nurber I and II, & comparat
table (Teble I p.13) wes made of elght churches begluning
with the Junior deparbment and goling through the Young Sco-
ple's deparbment.

The ehurehes represented were swmall, snd the small
nuwber of cases makes the dabte ineonclusive. The total en~
roliment of the Junicrs was 23l; the nuwber in the Intor-
mediate department was 201; the Senior snrollment was 134
and the total enrcllment of the Young Pesople's deparbtment
was 17h. It 1s interesting be note the pereentage of dee
crease bebween ths departments. The dscrease between the
Junior snd Interrecdlcte departments was 1,15, The Senlor
department decreaged elght per cent from the Intermediate
and the Young People showed o decrease of only 5% less than
the Seniors. One ean see that the preatest moertality rate

lies between the Junior and Tntermediste departuents.

Pastor's questicﬂnaigg. Cne guestion asked the pas-
tors in the first queatiannaiﬁa wes, "About how mEny edo-
lescents from 12-15 have wou lost during the past vear??
The babulatlion showed that 1397 of the pastors had sach lost

ten young peonle of this age or less. One pastor reporbed
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he had lost thirty In one years! time.

Noting the answers Lo another question in the sane
questionneire with respect to why the pastors thought they
were losing thelr Intermediates it was found that spproxi
mately thirty-three per cent of the pastors opr 20 of 60
enswering stated the greatest reason for mortality in the
Intermedlate department wae the unconcern of the parents.

In the order of importance the other reasons wers givens

ing of church program, ouiside achivitlies ceenpy
£0 mush time of the Junior High student, peoor leadsvship,
the cnild i not led into a Christian oxperlence, snd lack
of vecreation and proper favillitiocs.

The positive appronch to the sawme problew was given
in the answers to the guestion, "If the early adolescent
age 18 represented well in your clmrch, to what factors do
you attribvute this?"® The ressens given were: first, they
had a strong well plammed church progranm geared Lo the ine
terests of this age group; sscond, the leadershlp was good;
third, the parentsl intevrest was hlgh; fourth; the spiritual
1ife was erphasized.

1t was noted that the soiritual element was placed
in £ifth ploce when the pastors told the reason they thought
thaey were losing thelr voung people and the mmswers glven
why certein pastors hed been successful, the spiribdusl ep-

phasis was placed fourth. This is not in zoeordance with
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the answers to another gquestiont
"Rank the following items as to thelr lmportance as

vou meet them In dealing with this Intermediate age.”

spiritual programs . dabing
home 1ife , 1ife work
soclal 1ife . pergonality
sex problems e pro@lems of

inferioriby

The tweo items listed as most Inportant by 19 pastors wers
gpiritual nroblems a&nd home 1ife; sesond, were sociael life
gnd howe: third, spiritmgl, home 1ife: fourth, soclisl and
personality problews; Lifth, dating. and sex problems; sixth,
sex problems and ilfle work

In the secand guestiomaire sent to the same pasiory,
{aguiry was nade concerning the attendsnce of the ages 15~17
and 13-23. This wes dome to ses if the morbalits rate con~-
tinmued or vwhether 1t wos exolusively an early adolescent
oroblen, The guestion was stated thus: "Do wou £ind it a
problem to hold the interest of the young pewple af‘%hg age
group 15-17; of the age group 18-237" The reply For the age
Pifteen to sevenbeen wae 82.3% yes and 17.1% no, For the
age bracket aighteen to twenty-tlwres; 79,737 stated wes and

Student's guestiomnaire. In the guestlemnaire sent

to sbudents of the sges twelve through Fourbeen of Plymouth,



-

i
Indiana and Linceln County, Fentucky, the resulbs vsre as
follows: seventy~eight Plymouth girls snd thirtv-ssven Ply=
mouth boys stated yes, thay went to Sunday SBehool regularly,
Two Plymouth girls and twenty-four Flymouth boys said no.
In the Lincoln County school ¥hirty-two girle and nineteen
boys answered In the al'firmative whils one girl and two boys
sbated they did not atbend. Im Flymouth 22% of the young
people stated no sand in Lincoln Gounty 5% stated no, (See
Pable TI}, The great diffsrence In attendanes wight be at-—
tributed te the faet that Lineecln founty school ias very do=-
finltely rural end thus wors Sundsy School ninded. Plymouth,
althongh 1t is meot large in eomparison to cities, does have
wany forces that would tend to pull the c¢kildren away from

Sundey Sehoole

Cerd guestionnesire muwwher I171. It was thought a more

extensive survey should bs made to subsitantiabe and validste
the findinge thus far made. Po do this, a card guestionnaire
rumber ITI was sent to seven hundrod and £ifty minlekers of
both Ohio comferences of the Nethodist Unirch, The guestion-
nelire was sent £o ascertalin the enrollment of the Junior de-
nartment of 19/i8 and the Intermedlate department of 19L7,
when the sotal number in the Junlor deparbtuents of
cne hundred snd sizxtv-three ehurches wes compared with the

total for the Interrediste denartrent; it was found, that



TABLY IT

STUDY OF SURDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE TAKEN FROU
CULESTIONNAIRE SENT T0 1. YOUNG PEOPLE IN
PLYIIQUTI, AHD 56 IN¥ LINCOLH COURTY,
KUNTUCKY, AT AGLS 12-1l: YEARS

Do you go to Sunday School every Sun-

day excopt for slckness or other

reasms?
Plymouth Linecoln County
Girls
Yes 78 32
Ho e 1
Lonetines 1
Boys
Yes 37 19
Ho 2l 2
Sometines e 2
Plymouth 22.0 Ho

Lincoln County 5.0 Ho
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the Junior departments of 19l consisted of 0,001 students
while the Intermediste departments of 199 comsisted of
6,063 students. {(See Table IIT p.l¢). This shows & loss
in emrollment in the Intermediste department of 828 or 13.37.

Out of the 163 churches represented, 107 churches or
66.2% experienced & loss in thelr Tntermecdiate demartment
during the first ysar.

The facbs thms related substantiste the claims of
suthorities regarding a definite attendance mortality be-
gimming in the Intermediate depsrbment and cemtinuing on
through the yoluth depariments of the elmrch., Thess facts
should challenge tho lsadership of the church to a study

of the decrease and a remedy for this grest loas.
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TABLE ITX

SOMPARATIVE STUDY. OF 163 CTURCHES OF OHIO
OF WUMBER ON ROLL IN JUNIOR DEPARTHERT,
1048 WITH INTERUEDIATE DEPARTMENT, 1940

19h8 19h0 1948 1949
Cihmireh Junlors Intermediates Churceh Junilors Intermediates
1 3l 3 o &0
2 35 3.3 23 28
P ¥ 2 ko
i ,Z;g 35 i 1% :
> 3a 37 3 2
5 11 3%’ 6 25
I 30 fg 150 175
8 l% 00 29
9 1 51 65
10 20 Lz 12 7
1L 25 ﬁ 38 %g
1z 29 : 50
13 25 45 o8 37
ih 63 Lo 20 26
15 56 Ly 70 75
16 93 18 :g 35
17 12 L9 2y 26
18 U 56 26 29
19 15 51 % 60
22 13 o2 ei 23
2 25 % Itk 75
22 32 54 50 gfé
23 25 55 30 31
25 7€ 7 Ly :
2 7 58 15 iz
27 15 59 gl 17
28 35 60 30 25
29 13 62 13 11
: 4 b 17
32 2% & 3 W7




TABLE III (Con't.)

Chaareh Juniers Intermediates Church Juniors Intermedlates

5 125 105 106 100 80

6 77 8 107 27 26
& R ! 9 17 6
ot €+
69 39 2l 110 . 50 15
70 22 13 111 105 93
71 1 9 112 10 3
72 5 g 11 g% Ls
7 2 3 1 39
7 8 ?? 11 26 10
7 18 L 11 L1 2
7 2 i 117 100 89
?Z 7 g 118 0 15
7 : Lo 119 fie gg
gg 19 120 32
89 2 121 2& 29
81 52 122 0 32
82 102 L1 1z 50 3
8 12 8 12 32 2
28 22 125 o2 53
A
2
8 g% hz 128 15 12
8 Uy 129 38 36
89 iz 25 130 11 6
90 z.f 32 131 53 Lo
91 é 35 132 79 Lo
o2 3 B2
, 2 1
9 ah la 135 37 36
g 37 20 136 72 2k
20 17 13 P 20
97 70 60 13 L5 35
98 37 23 139 2 16
99 50 s 1o 2 26
100 7L, Lo i 80 30
101 18 16 2 Lo Lo
102 15 9 1, 50 50
10 59 2 1hi 27 27
10 33 1 1&2 15 15
1y

105 39 34



TABLE IIT (Con't,.)

Chureh Juniors Intermedistes Church Junioes Intsrmediates

1 L8 18 156 a6 12
12:,% 31 21 157 25 12
1hg 159 100 158 63 38
150 170 70 159 35 2
151 16 9 160 110 7
152 12 3 161 h3 6
- A
: » 5% . 5

182 &3 g7 A




CHAPTER IV
THE LIFS OF THi LARLY ADOLESCENT

fealliging thet sarly adolescenes is sush a vital perw
jod in the life span of an individual it behooves Christian.
educators to study the development of the Junlor High sby-
dent and endsavor to come to some conslusions as to whak-
types of influsnce will &id him with his problens.

There are reoasens why the age twelve through four-
teen is called the "difficult age™. It im an age of Iin-
dividuality when new physiesl, mental, social, and sniriiw
ugl Influences bear upon youbh thus making for maladjust-

ment in many instansss.
AGE OF DEVELOPIZWT

The Intermediate age 1s indeed the sge of developw
uent. ‘Fhe young peveon has developed so guickly and has ex-
perlenced so many new emotions that he finds it diffieult
to understardd himsolf. Membelly, he is becoming mabure and
socially, he iz awakened Yo the fact of sex. ¥Ye realizes
he can neke ceritain eholces of his own a8 to the places hs
will go and the way he will spend his %iwme. dplrituslly,

za than svop

§ne Junier Tigh student 1s pealizing perhsps me

the meaning of sin. These are somwe of the gcharacteristics



that malke for individuality.

Physical development. "The crisis in these years is

& physieal one arising in conmecition with the functioning
cf new physical pawars.“l Puberty sppears sarlier in girls
than boye, and sarilier Iin warw counbriesg than cold. Thers
are wide wvgriations in ths cowing of thils epochal, physio=
logical change. 2

Svery part of the body grows more rapldly during
pubereence than st sny other Bime, exsept the first vear of
1ife. It is peseible that in one vear ths sarly adolescent
may gain btwentv-Tive or thirty pounds in welght and inoreage
four or five inches in helight. "The sige of ihe heart act-
ually doubles during adolascence,

During sarly adolescence there 18 2 rapid developw
went of the large muscles beobh in length and thlelmess,
This is closely related to whaet 1z ealled muscle hunger,
which Is charscteristic of this p@riﬁé@&

1 intoinette Leworesux, The Unfolding Life, {Chicagos
The Rollgious Publishing Compsny, 10077 D 100s

2 B, Leigh Muadge, The P ahﬁl _
cenee, {(lew York: The Coxton Preas, 1922

v of EBarly Adoles-
2Ty pe 13a

3 Ina 8. Larbdin, The Art of Teachine Intermedlistes,
(Louisville: Sunday Sehool Boerd 6F Louthorn BEpLIST G oow
vention, 1?373, Do 25

L wodge, op. gibe, Do 3k
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b
Bacauge of the repid growth snd rapld developmentd

bones and suseles one oan easily understand why avkwardness
is a characteristic of this stage of growth. The shoulders
broaden, lungs ineressd in capacity, hips exvand, and with
the boys the larynx grows, vooal cords thicken, the voige
changesa to deap masculine ﬁcae@.g

The tired fealiﬂg which the early edolescent feels is
not laziness, but mature!s way of proteeting him sgainst
overloading his body at a time when 1t is under the severs
strain of abaormal growth. When this sirain becowes boo
greal one of two things happens-~- either health will bresk,
or the youth will vebel by drooning out of school, leaving
home, giving up Sunday ﬁehﬂ@? and clhmrchy or waking sope
drastic change in his Zifﬁ.

The oubtgtanding physiesal development of the adolesg-
gent years is the maburlng of the reproductive organs:s Us-
ually this cccurs in girls between the ages of twelve mnd
fifteent and & yeayr or g0 laber in.%ava.?

The acx instinets appesr long before the maturing of

gox funetions. Min faet, the charscteristics, abtlitudes,

5 Hugh Henry Harris, Leadopg of Youth, {Hew York:
The Mathodist x@wk Coneern, 1022 by De 10

6 G, S. Dobbins, Yorking with In%&rmaﬁia*aﬁ, {lew
York: liissionawy Zdueablon Hoverment, 1929}

7 ¥udge, op« Slt., p. 30.
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snd diffsrences of seX appear in infaney and have undergons
a long process of develovment before adolescence heginﬁ*“g

"It seems that nabure has provided & probection
against the overstimlation of the devoloping sex functlons
in the appsrent opposition snd incompabibility of the sexes
at this tima.“g Iven though the bey ls spparvently ignoriog
the girl he 1s awskenling to 2 new Interest in the opposits
sex. This iz shown by gymnastie feabts, by teasing, or act-
ing rude on hie pﬁ?tglﬁ

Of all the adjusiwenits the young perason of the inter-
mediate age has to wmake, woping with and trying to

UL AT
stand the new powers whisch dswend atbtentlon within hisg being

is one of the most 41ffieult for himself and cthers.

Hental develcopment. Hudee states that thers iz a

greai development in esrly adolesecence of the cormection be-
twesn different parts of the brain. 7The brain developmenk
ef adolsszcents is hard to deseribe but there is & perliod of
svansition, development, adjustment, in which nervous onergy
does not £ind ready modes of regponse. The regult is the
nervous instebility, the emotional shifis, the frequently

ehangiog moods of the adolescent pariaﬂ;li

8 tudge, ops« gites Pe 3.
9 Ipid., p. 4.
10 Loe, git.

11 yuage, opes ¢lte; P 35.
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It iz btrue that not only is there physieal change in
the young person but thers are menbal and woral Bh&ﬁgﬂ%§12

The power of susteined attentlion Increases during
thisg period. If he isg interssted he will listen. The powers
of Jjudgment and reason develop most repidly during adoless
cent years. The Intermediate proabebly will re~exawmine ths
things he has bheen baught dbout Cod. This resulis in ques~
tioms and great mentsl stress.’> Dobbins, in his book conw
serning the Intermediaste says, "the mentsl outlock of the
Interwediabe ege is perhaps best sypressed by the word
ﬁaepane&.ﬁlg

The despsned montal 1ife cerdainly results in relipg-
icus doubt and difficuldw. 7The dave of limited Intellestual
espaelisy are superseded by an are of mentel avakeping, 48
sogiation of ideas, and 3§giﬁa& processss can be carried oud
more readlily, Imaginstion takes new direction and cuest for
truth becomes a passion,iP

Pratt says the great cause for doubt is the lomer

dispopd aroused by some newly discovered fact which falls teo

12 pred Lewis Pattee, Elements of Rel
{Cincinnetis The Hethodist Book Consern, 15

13 Zﬁz&bdin, Obe Qit'ng Pa jip
g

¥ Dobbina, op. cib., pe 30.

15 Eﬁx’?ig’ %v @it‘ﬂ, }Q-_ 301



hermonize with the things bhe haas lsarned praviously. &n
examplie of this 18 found in those who heve believed the
Bible until thery encounber the evelutionary hypothesis in
Junior high school,

The youth who has been brought up with no reveronee
or love for & religlous bellef roy besowe as skepibleal
as you like, vet never know fhe indense and palnful up~-
heaval of adolescent doubt.k

This is wvery sericus in ﬁ@&liﬁg with intermediatbes

in spirltusl matters and demends caveful plamming and teech~

ing on the part of leaders.

Secial development. The social life expresses iltself

in two general diveetions il Pivat, the young perscn of this
age span seeks cospanicnship of friands his own sge. ISvery
boy and girl wanke a "clmm®™ who esn be looked upon &% &
bogor friend; a sonfidante to whop they may turn for syupae
thetic understanding and sdvice. They look alse oy &
"pang®, "mmch®, "set™, .or "slicque” with whor they may asso-
clate on Lerms of aquality.ig Hat to be In g gang or cligus
$8 to be mooislly opiraclzed fron the oopmonly ageophed

forn of social living. Hugh Henry favris states:

15 Jemes B, Prats, The Religiou
York: Maemlillan Company, 19<0), p.

lé I}beiﬂﬁg %n @itc; }3‘1 3;‘-’:0
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As we hewve sesn, wvany of the ont-of-scheol hours of

these years are spent in the geng or with the clwua,
talking, worlring, playing, bullding, or gaawimg the
woods 1f geographical proximity p@rmit&.

Tha second direction which ths scclal spirif of the
adoclosgent takes is the sseking of recognitlion on the part
of adults. They desire to be independent llke adults, to
partielipate in the plens of the Taemily, the chmreh, the
neighborhood. &0

If some young peopls foll to redsive this recognition
they react in other waye irm order to comsand abbtentlon.

This age is known ag the age of trusnts. Leneasber has

found that "thirteen 18 the ege when bruancy is ab its worst,
Tfourtesn being the saversage time In the Tnlted States when
children quit gohool, "?%  This ranaway spirit is partly dus
however to a native wanderlust.f2 Thig axplains the reason
for the crims sbatistiss that wore than two-~thirds of all the
delinguent boys brought into the couriz sre fron twelve Lo
fifteen years of 3@&&23 Bueh fasts prove that there is inn-

er sonflict within the individual of the early periocd., Crow

i9 Herris, e 2 35.’5« s Pe 2lo
20 Loc. git.

a2 Hudge, D Gltvs e 27,

23 tormen Riechardson; The Jellsious Lducation of ido~
leseents, (Hew Vork: Abingdon PreSs, 1Gi3ls De S
et el



and Crow relsie?

The ctrugrle babtwesn adolescent urges seeling sx-
pression and atterpts ad their &1@@ctien by adulis wna
themmelves lack conbrol of their own behavier, leads bo
bewilderment and sometiwmes to defiance of ageiaﬁ SUB~
boms mngd mﬂ?@wmgh

selipious developmen In the book Life in the lak-

ing the suthors meke & statement concerning the religious
1lifs of the adolescent.

&8 he thinks for himeelf in ratters of practical
av@vyaéaf 14v1ﬁ§@ s0 e will sendg should %&&mk for hime
self in regard &6 the Lighest things in 1life. The ro-
ligious 1ife szhould at thic time not only becone in &
new sense hig own but should begoms & larger factor in
his living. A&t this tiwe o conversion experience wmy
be somewhab ewrﬂzﬁ@&t§y sxpected. 5

<ith the despening of the immer 1ife whish comes with

the beginning of adolescence, there is presented the oppor-
tinity end need of utilizing these sarlier ?ﬂ%§ﬁ$i&i&%i§ﬁw2é
"To the intermediate, religlon should be lifawﬁg?

Contrary Lo the opinien of many adults the adolesscent

ls singerely Interested in religion, In & study made in

Harviend concerning attendance in Sunday School the cormitibee

2y Crow gnd Crovw, Qur Teen E g and Girls, (Hew
York: delraw-lilll Comparny, 1005y j "2t

25 Barelsy, Prown and others, Iife in the
{Hew Vork: lethodist Book Conesrn, 191?5,,39 5

P

?{}.,ﬁ} &'Z‘.’{ 7 : ‘—l’;,

_‘.T.}if}-s, ph 13??
27 1bide, p. 138.
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went into great detell to discover the reason for los: in
attendance, Thay discovered that youthts personal falth in
God was very high,

These who have nade extensive studies along this line
tell us that the wast majority of conversionsg occur before
the seventeenth year. Under sympathetie guldance the ado-
lescent can be led to personsl commiitment of hinself o
Shrist.as Ths need for & Savicr hag never heen felt anvy-
more than at this periocd. Une has stated that the new reali~
zation of a self; the Increassed moral sensitlvensss,; the
awakensad eonsclense and the searsh for scurges of control
all combine to make the whole nature of the early adolescent
respensive to ﬁ@dﬁzg

In this chapber thus {ar tho physieal, mental, social
and spiritual development of the early adolsscent has bﬁé&

briefly treabed.
INPIUENCES I8 78S LIPY OF THE BARLY ADOLESCLNT

There is not only development within the eaprly adoles-
eent which mekes him what he 1s, but there are other lorees,
or influences, with which the boy or girl mast cops. In

most instances these infliuences can be good or bade

28 Lambdin, op. Clt.s Do 384

29 Frank YicEibben, Intermediate Method in the Church
sehool, {llew York: The Abingdon Press, 19257, p. Go.
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Family influence. This esm, without & doub%, be thse

most Influential forece in the 1ife of a youngster. In Trobt's
Haryland study guestiony wore amked eoncerning Tastors in
the home that affected the Sundavy School sttendsnes of ado-
lescence. It was found that 819 of those attending Sunday
Sehool veported their home influenced them to geu30 Algo
the psrental atitendance wes tabulated and it was Found thst
51 of the parsnts sttended Sundey Sehool at least onee a
month. These were the papents of those young people who at-
tend regularlye OFf the group sslled the non-attenders 114
of their papents went onge a month and 54Y of the parents
unsed %o gG;Bl

In the Uarylend study the 1800 vyoung people were asked
o name tho person who exericd the strongesst religlous influ-
snce in their 1ife and the robthere reesived the highest vobe.
The minister was second and the Sundey School beacher was
third, 3°

In studying the devotional 1ife of these youmg people
within their homes 1t was found that grace was heard in only
half the homes, only 1l out of every 100 homes had fardily
pravers and only six oub of every 100 homes btoek time for

the reeding of the ¥ord or other religlous muterial as &

30 Hopmar Tz&@t‘t’ BV, B@l@lﬁiﬁ, Frank Cﬁci-’:rfall, T&%
Agers Tells {Uew York: Hethodist Publishing House, 194G), p. ha.

31 T iusg BPs 3?’
32 1p1d,., p. Wi
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Chureh influences. Freviocusly mentioned is the fact

thet the minister snd Sundsy School teachor are the psople
of spiritual Influenee in youth's 1life after the mubthsr.
Thie presents & challenge to the laadeprship of the church in
that 1its responsibillty lies next to the home and wvhen the
homs fails the church is first in position. Teeornendations
concerning these factors will be made In the next eheptert

As has been ncted before in this study the early ado-
lescent age ia the ags of sonversion. Palmer aagg that the
heighth of conversion now is around the faurtaégth.yearagg
This is & time when conversion and relisious exper onces &re
normal. TReeause conversion is s0 norpel in the early ado-
leescent veaps the church hass an added responsibility to this
age group.

The chureh alsge hog a8 teaching ministry in regapd
to the sarly adoleseent. They are mentally and edusationally
it for teaching %in the way they should go.”

In the gquestionnaire (ses Chapter ITI} vhich was sent
to students, the question was aslked, "Are you & Chrei=biant®

Cut of 163 replies, 120 saeid ves. The second part of the

33 Xbig&! 'jf)rg 2,30

3l Leon C. Palmer, Youtl and tho Chureh, {(illuauvkes:
~uhlishing Corpany, 1933}, De 17
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question asked them to state reasons why thev considered
themzclves s0. Scmwe of thelr wany reasons were!

1, Den't go to shows or dances
2. Read Bible, pray
3e Chprist died for my sins
L+ Bollevc in God
5. Go to Sunday Seheol and trusgt in God
O. Deen baptliged, go to church
7« I can feel it
8. Love the Lord snd want to do what he wants
me Lo
G. Belisve in being saved and sanctilled
16. Chey parents and God
11. Saved
12. Have a lot of faith in God
13. Jolned chureh and bellieve in God
1l. Reacd Bible, go bo church, don't do wrong things
15. Relieve in Jesus snd go in the Methodist way
16, Asked God to come inbo my heart
17. Hother and Dad sald I am
18. Believe and stand
™is is snough proof that systematie tesching concerning sal-
vatlion is vital.
ot only deds the church have tremendons influences

in the spiritual 1ife of the voung person but it con also eld
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grsatly in teschling young people to use lelsure time wisely.
In the pastorts questiomnaire & list of ninetsen activities
whieh the church can provide for ite young pesple was asked
for. Table V ghows the tsbulation of activities sponsored
in thelr ochurches. Religious movies, Boy SBcoubts, parties,
and pienlecs sre the predominant ones {(see Table IV),

In the student questiomnsire a siniler list was gilven
which aulted for three activities they would like to have in
their church, (Compare Table V.) 1t was very encoursglng
to =ee that the three hizghest cholcer were spiritusl astivi-
ties. 1In comarison with the wministers' reports the activi-
tises the chmrehes have most are not exactly fthe young peow
plets choiee. They would rather sevrve the church and learn
sbout God according to this survey. The fact that the nume
ber requecting dancing was so high could be explained by the
influence of the schools and the general prevalence of dsne-

ing.

Qutside influencesg. I the home and church do not

provide for leisure time of voung people the forses oubslde
these ingtitutions will. The public schools In some respechs
provide snkertainient and excuses for the young people te
delve into sin. Textbooks ore not written to protect &
young nerson's falth. The theory of evolution taught in

history and blology has sghaksn the falth of many.



TABLE IV

RIESPOUBES OF STXTV PASTORS AS 70 THE

ACTIVIDIES THEIR CHURCH

FOR YOUHEG PROPLY

)

P

POUILORED

Rellgious Hovies « « o o o o »
Secular %QV&&& « ¢ ¥ ¢ ® s & @
Hobby Clubss ¢ o o ¢ « & o % @
Craffe o« o » 2 2 ¢ 9 o = s & =
Musle Clubs (Choire) o « o« o »
Dancinge « » o » ¢ ® o v 5 v o
?iﬁgi?ﬂngg.sman*‘.,.
Bov teu®B o o o ¢ # & & & = =»
Girl Scoutds « o » » % o o o ®
Young Peoplets Iraver Hsebting.
Bible CLal o o « » = s o 5 = &
Hicslonary Pande o o « s &« = o
Shufflec Bosirde « « s o » = o &
Bags Pall ToarbBs « « s o« o o =
Li”}p@r.r’yweum—#a‘ﬂ!‘!ﬁﬁ
g@ﬁﬁﬂlﬁﬁﬁﬁ?wwﬁnenmacan
Parties. « « v » » ¢ s v & o =

Pilonics8e o o ¢ o 8 o ¢ 5 % o o




TABLE V

STUDLITTS CHOICE OF ADTIVITIC:

IW CIHURCE PROGRAM

36

Young People's

Hobby Club
Librerye - »
Dancing. « -«
Music Club .
Bible Club .
Ping rongs «
Stamp Club .
Crchestrgs
Craft Club ,
Zoy Secouts .
Girl Seouts.
Dramabtics. .

Gospel Teams

Prayer Heeting.

- - [
- » -
. » o
" - -3
s & «
¢ 9 &
. = &
- % »
L3 L 3 »
« & @
. e+ »
» % e
{mest

and homes for aged to sing
and read the Bible %o
them) .+ o« o » = & « « o »

* =
L2 &
» o
» =
L 3
-* -
L 2
- =
& &
S LY
- L3
e »
and

k3

L4

®

@

*

-

go to hoespltals

k3
30
26
22
16

#69

# Thege numbers represent aectivities most wantod.
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Also the enterialnment world le geared o satisly
enotioms end young people of the early adelescent yesrs are
characteristically unstable emotiouslly., Thus this presents
them with meny, many problems and tewmptations.

In the f@&lﬁm&ﬁg'égégigé these Fachors will be taken
inte consideration in making recommendationsfor a progranm
that will 23id the unstable early adolessent in hils crmreh
end family relationship end thms ald in sdlwing the problem

of attendance loss bebtween the vesrs twelwve snd Tourteen.



CHAPTER V
forliore ol RECOMLIDATIONS ALED CONGEUSTON

The summary of the MYar:lsnd study, page %2, gave elght
statements or recommendations by the teen sgers theuselves,
in thelr own words,

l. "Teach us shout God and life."

2. "CGive us quality teachers.®

3. "Challenge us with stiffer requirements.”

lie "Get our parents attending too.”

Y. "Show us that the ehureh really cares for us as

persons,”

6. "Get busy with the twelve vear olds."

7« PIelp cur Dads assume thelr ghere in guiding our

religious growth.,®.

8. "Tone up your bulldings and equipment,”

The recompendations of this chapter are being given
mder five headings: Activities, Leadership, lome Vislba-

tion, Lvangelism, and Servize.
I. ACTIVITIES

It has been agreed that any church which expects to
attraet voung ocecple must have 8 vouth program well planned
and in operetion. Heny timeg this heas been the means to an

end in interesting voung people in Christ,
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Yach chureh should set asids In ite budget as such
money as possible for supplying eguipment and rsterials need-
ed in its vouth work, Por example, 8 clsss In cralfts could
not be sponsored unless there were woney sulflelent for
suprlies and materials. If the ¢lass wvere asked to pay for
its own materials, there wonld be those who would be unable
finanelally to do this.

If the adulte of the chureh are intsrested in their
young people, it m&y mean thev will have to be willing to

gpend some time a8 counselors, teschers, Or snOnROPSs

Varied acgtivities. It was not fthe purpose of this

study to diseussg in dotail the gqualities of the various sce-
tivities a church can include in its program, but mepely %to
list thew as suggestlons. The following itewms are possl-
bilitles for & splritual, uplifting program for young people
of the specific ages 12 Lo 1h:

1. Bivle Club

2. Phobtography Club

3. Stawp Club

L, Young Peoplets Praver leeting

E. Sewing Clubs
6. Tobby Club

T« Choirs and Music Club
8., Dpamatics

g, Fing Pong
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10. Gospel Team hwork {(visiting the siclk and various
institutions with a spiritual

11, Crafts program)

12. Shuffle Board

13. Woodwork Shop

1. Library

15. Urehestra

16, Roy Scoubs

17. Girl Scouts

13. Yature Study Class and Hikes

et

20+ Parties gnd Flonics
21. Basketball and Daseball Teams
22. Visitation committee for visiting othsr voung
peonle in Intersst of the chureh

23. Plammed Trips
Zlhe Camps

Z5. Spiritual Life Retreats

It was noted that of sixty ehurches represented by
pastors! gusstiommalre ity had 2 recreation yoom available
for thelr young peocple, The imporianes of the Christian
camp was fcit by these pastors slnece Tifty-five out of sixby
reported they sent thelr young people Lo caip.

The recrestlon prograen of the chureh hias been found
gital many times 88 a means to an end, but the voung people

want a spiritusl prograr algo. That has been noted by thelr
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choless and the problems they brought to thelr poabors.

The answers by the pastors as to their judgrent of
primary problems and the answers glven by the inbtermediates
themselves as to thelr prefervences end desires form an iu-
teresting sbudy«

Bverything in the program of the chureh conserning
young pecple shounld peint to leadinmg them Inte a delinlte
sxperience of regeneration ang the ipirit-filled 1life end

after that, tesching then in the way.

Tntervediate Tellowship. In churches whers 1t ls at

21l possihle, & separste proygpy should be organiszed for the
internediates. In weory suall shurches this mav be Iimpogsible,
but vhers thers are several young people bebween the ages 12
to 1. it would be profitable to heve their own fellowshlp.
This would give them responsibility, leadership treining,
and &8 sense of belongling whieh they need 8o bedly.

Tb@ fellowship should be organliged just as the LHen~
lors with thelr own oflicers, time of meetling, and seoparate
room from the other fellowshins.

The sponsors op counsclovs of this group should be
vere earefully chosen with the spiritual wellave of the in-
terredistes in mind,

There would be tlwmes when the fellowships would ecowe
together for special programs, but other than that the

vlsnning of thelir services would be separate,
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IT. LEADERBUIP

Hany times when one ls searching for reassons why &
certain Sunday School class is at low ebb, the leadership
of the slass is found to be insdequato.

It is wise for any chureh o place their most ﬁﬁi?itf
ual and effieient bveschers in charge of interpediate classaes,
As has been stated, this age is & crucisl time in the 1life
of & Foung person.

There is no organizabion whieh rlses hipher than 1ts
lesder,t iayer says, "Facing the whole question of young
peopleis work honestly, we must admwit that the future of ou
work is debermined by our ablility bo diseover and train

lsadership.?

uajirications of leadership. Thompson, in his bock

for workers with young people, divides the gualifications
into prinary and sscondary categopies. The primary demands
area:

1. The lsader rust have o wessage and an sxperience.
The terw experience should be interpreted to mean that the
isader should be regenerated and Bpirit-filled. Anyithing

lsss then this experience would be inadequate,

J7 1 flerbert Kayer, The Church's Prograw for Young 7eg-
ple, (New York: The Century Company, 1925), p. 3u0l.

36 2 1p3d., pe 316,
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2. A vigion of the task. There can be no expansion,
passlon, or gesl without a real vision for God's kingdom.
3« 4 vital persconality: wlithout which there is 1ittle
if any aont&gicn‘3
If as Tracy says, “response bto ths fouch of person-
alivy is the top voot of relipiome experience,' then
the concention of religlon and the nature of the re-
sponse thereto will depend largelvy upon the personeli-
ty of the teachsr or leadeor as presenting in tangible
form, accurately or inaceurately, ? huwan interprets-
tion of the personallity of Christ.d
Thorpeont's secondary quallifieations for good leadsr-
ship ares
A. Purpose and geoal. If there is no obJective thers
is no progress, but waste and delavys
B. A& plan. Thers mist be ¢spacliy to organize & plan
thought through prayer.
Cs Abllity %o direct others In doling things. ¥o plan
can be effsctive if the leader has not the sbility teo pro-

jeet his thoughis inte acﬁiaﬁas

Leadershiv traininp. A large percentage of the Sun-

day School teachers probably have had very little training

for thelr task., There are mweny courses avallabls for all

37 3 Jawes Thompson, Handbook for uorkers with Young
People, (few York: Abingdon Fress, 1922}, 251 ppe

3¢ 4 Ibige, ». 253,
39 5 1bid., p. 252,
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teachers, but too few avall themselves of this training,

Tt is the task of the pastor, director, or supsrin-
tendent to schedule rsgularly, leadershlp troining classes
for their officers and bescherus, These classes should be
advertised and arranged as far as possible to fit Into the
daily work schedule of the leaders of the church.

Lesides classes in the howe church, thers ave gvall-
able in various Christian assenblles, summer courses especi~
glly for Sundsy School officers and teachers. JThroughout
the year therc are conventlons and laborstory schocls wnlch
are of great assistance in leadership training.

If a8 Sunday School teasher is intersated In bebbering
his or her teaching abllity muech ¢an be dune by wav of sell-
improvenent. There are journals snéd magszinos which have
helpfaul srticles on leadership, Suggestions, prograps, and
bibliogranhies given in such pericdicals sre very helpful,
Sons of these magazines are: Christlan Life, Crrlistisn
Terald, Child Swangellsm, Internabional Jourmal of Religious
Rducabion., Alsc there are meny helpful bocks and denominge
tional publications.

Leadspship should be ver: effeclent in order to ine
terest young people, counsel with them and ultim&t@lg*win

them Lo Christ.
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TIT. HONE VISITATION

Visltatlion iz not the worlk of the pald monbers of the
stalf? only. Visitaetion should be & constant, never ending
part of the program with many participating.

Therc should be & plan provided s¢ that the famllios
of the boys end girls in the intermedists department sre
contacted., The absentees should be wisited and wade to feel
the church is intsrested in thow.

¥ot only de the voung peopls nesd $o be contacted,
but alsc thelr parentes most be Iinterested in faking part in
the chureh prograwm. 7The fathers sapecially should be visite
ed and challenged for Christ. In the MHarviend study only
about Tive per esent of the fathers seswmed inborested in churceh
sotivities and vwhsther thelir ehildren were in Sunday school.

Young people can wisit other young people and thus
help all concerned. Thisz wmany tlimes serves gs & neaded
ehallengs for disinterested youth, Home wisitetion is 8o key
many times to the Individual's heart vho feels he is not

uanted and has no place in God's Eingdon,
IV, EVAHCELISY

As has heen previously noted, the sges twelve through
fourteen represont s peask of opporiunity for conversion,
This exporisnce 18 nabturel for thies age and does not ropre-

sent the unusual.
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The entire intermsdiate progranm should have svange-
lism as the underlying princinle and motive. IlicKibben says:
Tivangelism eannot properly be econsldered apart from the
genersl process and program of religlous sdugation. It is an
ermyhaesis which should be felt throughout the entire progf@mgﬁé
Therefors the ultimate sgim of evangellism lies within
the general aim of reliigious education.! HoKibben relates
s8ix objsctives of rellgiocus edueation Iin which lie the aim
ef esvangelism:
1. The accsptance of Jesus Christ as a personal
Savior and Lord. 2. A lmowledge of Chrisiian ideals.
3« & personal scceptance and open aoknowledgement of
these idesls. li. & publie acesptance of the privilege
and oppcrtunities of such chureh mewbership. 5. A de-
velopment of the socclal donsciousness and 1ts expression
of the physieal, socisl, wental and religlous life in

service Lo others. 6., 4 knowledgs of Gh@%ﬁtiam princi-
ples in choosing & 1life work or vocabion,'

Youth revivel. Evangelisally minded pastors are in-

ereasingly seeing the benelit of sgcheduling & youbh revival.
This is 8 seriles of mestings by and for young pecple. The
evangelist and rusiciane should be young or very experienced
in dealing with youth,

iilse vastors work with a youth commitbee in preparsa-

op. cily # 231
¢ 6 Prank M., HcXibben, Intermediate Uethods in the
Chureh Sehool, (New York: The Abingdon Press, 19-0); D. 231

7 Ibidn, Pu 233’
8 Iz%& "3 233 PP
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btlon for the seorvices. The youth committee acts under the
leadership of the pastor in sdvertising, seiting up the ac~
concdations for the workers, visitation, finsnces, and othey
detalls pertaining to the revival, This serves as s labora-
tory school in which the young people san see the problems

and blessings of the church program.

Fersonal evangelism, Too many times evengelism is
Iimitsd to scheduled mestlings and not understood as pene-
trating ths entire program of the ehurch.

In personal evangellsw the teschers of the inter-
nediate classes have an opportunity every Sunday morning to
win the unsaved mepbers of thely classes to Christ. This
should be the motive of their teaching and preparation. The
teacher should have in wmind the objesctive of winning each
young person as 8 friend, then leading them to thelr Felend
who is Cheist. Dobbinsg states:

Hore than theology and philosophy, mors than encvelo=
nedic inforpation aboui the Bible, more than sn intelleew
tual grasp of the plan of salvation, the intermedlate
needs & friend, He vants this friend to know Jesus and
introduce hlm to bis Friend.9 \

Peprsonal evangelism can be injegbed into the Sunday

Sehool elase, class parties, and home vigitatlion. Wherever

there is personzl gontect end & passion for gouls by one of

i T
' og. ctl, oo 11

#1 9 ¢. 8. Dobbins, jorking with Interzedistes, (Washe

viile: Sundsy School Board of the Gouthern Lontist (onvers

tion, 1926}, p. 171.
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the individuals, personal svangeliswm rosulits.

Study courees foy inteoruediatos. Tt is important e

teach the young peveon before he is eonverited and after he
has had that sxperiense., Delore cunverslion tessebhing the way
to selvation is the objectlive. Thilg tesching would probably
conte in Sunday School claps end personal aamfgraﬁsaﬁ; After
an Individusl is saved 8 tesching minlstrr ls nesessary o
strengthen the young convert. For some ttime after conver-
sion & speclal clase should be held for these converds in
whieh the Bible, prayer, ¢hureh history, denominstional his-
tory and dogbrines should be tasught. The ghallenge of Chris-
timn service should be a vital part of this training clres.
t will be out of this group thet the Christlen lesders of

topmorrow will rize.
V [ 3 sﬁu ::i: gz:;

Too often the ehallenme of (luwistlan servics 1z not
placed befope a vpeavw converd, "By acbuel tebulation it has
been proven that most of the Christian leaders of today chose
their 1life-work during niddle adolescencs,”20 Hiddle ado-
1sscence inaludes ages [ifteen Yo seventsen, 80 1t is im-
portant o train the youth preceding this pericd as to the
need of Christisn service. Haeyer asks, "How many shurches

have eny plan for @hﬂ&i@ﬁgiﬁg voung people to devebe thely

%1 1{) Myer‘ %w ﬁitcy e 25}’:3
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lives t0 Christian leadership? The institution whiech cannot

produge its own leaders wast inevitably @iﬁa@@ear%“ll

Christian collepss. It would be wise Tor the pastor

ta include in his library, catalogues frow gpood Christian
eolleges to ald him In giving ecounsel to voung pecple.
Representatives fror varions Christian colleges and
Bible schools coild be contacted to come and spesak to the
Fouth Fellowship groups. Husrtets, trios, and Glee Clubs
are always svaelilable bto reprasent their schools.
Trips should he yplanned to visit verious eolleges and

schools.

Christian wocationg. Discussion groups, panel dis-

cussiong, and spezkers reprssenting the wvarious fislds of
Christian service provide many challenglng and uplifting
programng for the Intermediste Fellowship, The challenpge
of the work of the minister, wissiomary, director of Chris-
vian edueation, church sscretary, Christisn doctor, evanpge-
iist, song evangelisit, ehildrents worker, Christisn laymen

end women should be placed before the Intermediate.

Irpediate Service. Dobbins says of youthst! uneed for

expressional aetlvity,

A religlon that gets ne furthsr thaen tall scon loses

F3 11 Tbide, pe 204
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its grip on the intermediate. He wants a religion of

action, where doctrine can be translated intc deed.
It iz in the doing of the will of Christ that the in-

termediate discovers his Paith,d

Therce is no end %o the possibiliiies of servicc in an
intermediabe pgroup. The mein point is to put the young con-
vert Into the fleld of servico for God's Ringdor. His in-
terest will be Intense if he feels that he is an ilmporbant
part of the ghurch and 1ts misslion.

Some of the ways in which an intermediste bov or girl
can serve Christ include:

1. Youth visitatlon commitbee.

2. Participating 1in serviess in the hospitalis, homes
for the aged, delingusni homes,

3. Coathering end distribubting food apd clothing to
ths needy.
lIie Partieipating in the musleal groups of the elrurch.
5« Tithing.
e Doing odd Jobs around shurch and groundee

7. Making toys and sorapbooks for orphansges.

8. Praver thelon~ praying for speeifie needs of the
work in thelr ehurch and on mission fislds,

The wmain emphaslis should be pleseed on wltnessling ko
others of thelr Christlan experience through tesbtimony and

BEPVILCES.



CHAPTER VI
COHCIULICH

From the vears 1922 through 10L3 wvaried claims were
presented by anthorities in the field of Christian Edusation
eoncerning attendance loss. These guthoprities stated that
the greabtest losses ooeurred betwesn the sges twelve and
fourteen or at the end of the juﬂiér FEOT,

It was the purpeose of thiz sbtudy to conslider those
claims and compare guestiopnsire Pindings to sgee if the
¢claims were 8till true. It was understood thet the findings
would nobt represent an sxhaustive study, but would mersly
throw some light upon the aﬁbjés%i it was also the purposs
of the studvy to suggest possidle reasonz for attendance mopr-
telisy if it was found that 1% still existed and suggest
some recommendations to ald in the sttendance problenm.

It was found that the intermediste deparbment repre-
gente the plaece where great atltendsnce loss begina, It was
also found that attendance loss continues in the senlor and
yvoung people's departments,

In an attempt to aid the reader to underatand the
rasason for the attendance losses in thls department the
fourth chepter was writbten treating briefly the sharacterig-
rics of the physiecal, mental, social, and rellglous dsvelop-

ment of the esrly sdolescent. In commectlon with the study
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the influences of the shurch, home, and ouiside wers ¢on-
sidered.

The {ifth chapber contained resommendaticns for ro-
medying the situation &s regoards losses frow the church
school, This conglated of more sctivwitiesn, fncluding an
Intermediate Fellowship, better leadership emong teachsrs
and officers, a program of home wisitation where youbh and
parents would be eontaseted, & program of evangelism, Ths
lest recommendation was pertaining to serviece. The slaiwms
of Christ on the yvoung personts 1ife when presented wonld
act as sufficient incentive for the vouth Lo be a regular

attondant and servank of God,
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PASTOR'S QUESTIONNAIRR

1. fAbout how mewy young pecpls do you have in vour churah
from 12-~1% years of age? - &

Z« Do you have an Intermedicts Fellowship fop them?
Is it well attended? .

3. Do you have an ammal yeuth revival in your chureh pro-
grem? et If not; do you have any speeial services
for young pecple during the vesr? et AT B0y what?

-

ts Are the boys and girls separated in thelr Sunday School
clasces? -

5. Are the teachers of this group emsldered very good or.

poor? . Do most of them have an experience of
“convepsion T » #

L. Does your church have & full time Religlous Sdusation
Director? _ =

T« How many young people I'rom the ages 12-1% cowe %0 you for
advice yeariy¥ __ '

8. Do you find this Interucdiamte age a problem in your
ehuirent o™

9. Rank ths following lters as to bthelr importance es you
meet ther in dealing with this Intermediate ape:
spiritual problems - dating
home 1ife - . 1life work

sociel 1life N .. personelity
gex problens problens {fesl-

ings of fnferforiiy, sabe.)

18, Vhat vecords, 1f snv, do you prepaore of your young paople?
{eege T.ike, porsonslliy tralts, ewbltions, famlly his-
tery, personal observations)?

1l. If vou do prepars sugh charts, do you find thew valueble
in gaining insights? .

12, In what way do you establish centaet with this age group
outside the Chureh? _ — ‘ . . s
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13, Check any of the following if they aro provided for the
Founmg peopled

Rellglious movles i Youmg peoplets praver

e SJeoular wovies T Bible Ciub meetings
__ Hobby {ivbea __ Hissionary bend
Grafta T Shatffle board
_ usic elubs .. Bagket Ball teams

_ Lﬂns g e, ibrory

ing Pong . Banauoets
. Boy Scoutbs " Parties {nhow many a year?}

Gip Gooubs ) fenics;, hikes

?h&t@grayhy elubsg

1. If these activities zre plemmed for the whole yeouth
group, approximately how wany young people of ages 12-15
attend (what pereentagel? _ . et .

15, How many of the youth from 1215 are "born-again' Chrise
tians? e

i%, Does the guslia school in your ares 80 monopolize the
young peoplels time that thag cdon't have time For church
agbivities? _ ——

17. Do you heve = basement or vegrsation room in whieh youth
gan play? _ -

18. Is there a wholesome, wellechaperoned recreation center
in your vieinliy? _ .

13, that do you think is %the reason for the Chueh losing so
many of this age zroup¥ . et oo i ®

i the

20, Are vour Sunday messages diroccted in any wav B
Intermediote group? _ ——

2l. Do you send some of your young poople ko 2 ésep in the
swmmer? .

22, Do vou consider the gawp & spiritusl foree? Do
you glve such éamp 1ife 58 8 holder of young p&s@za in
chiupch? . »

23, IT the early sdolescent ags iz reprssented well in your
chureh, to what factors do you abivribule this? _

']

Zh. Abous how many adolssoents {rom 12-15 have you lost the
pagt year? .

2%, How does your group 8ge 12-1% eompare in mumber with other
otheyr churchesg of vyour sanference? .
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11.

17.

STUDENT 1L QUESTICNNAIRE

Race 3 Sex ; Age .

In vhat grede are you in school? _ .

Do you usually o to Sunday School every Sunday except for
siclmecs or other good reasons? .

Do you go to church? « If Bo, which one? .
Do both of your parents go to church? . If not,
which one usually goes? -

Are you & Christian? . Why do you say you are &
Christian® — , _ . e
Do you like vour Sunday School teacher? e 18

your Sunday School teachser a men or woran? .

Does your Sundav School teacher ever viclt your home? .

Doas vour Sunday Sehool elags hove partles? . Do
you go? .

If you do not go to Sundav School now, at what age did
you stop going? .

Are the growm-ups in your church interested in the Chric-
tian experience of young people your age? .

If you did stop going to bunday School, why did you do so?

*

Do you ususlly underctaend the Sunday School lesson 88 prew
sented by the teacher? « Do you enjoy 1t% .

Do you read the Sunday School lesson over before going to
Sunday School each Sunday? .

If vour chureh has a young people's meeting, do you
attend? .

‘re you an officer in your Sunday School class or ln any
other group in ~our church? » If 80, what office

do you holag . .
Have you evew feld on oitice? . L so, wiet
office? . .

If you do not hold an coffice would you be willing to hold
an office? .




13,

19,

Ei;. -

13
W%
¥

26,

27«

28,

6o

Do you have an office in any organization in the Public
School? ot

How many nights & wesk are you busy golng to school meot-

ings, games, clubs, or prasttieing at school? N .
What would you like %o be when you grow up? i -

Yhen you have problems and are worriled, do you gc to anye
one for help? e If go, to whom? o o

Do you sver have 8 “date'? e I B0, how of'ten?

[

- Where do you go on “dates"¥ N e

Yhere doss your group of frisnds ususlly Yhang ocut®?
R

. Chesk three of the following items you would like most te

have in your church:
Young People's prayer meebings  Opshestre

Hobby club Craflft Club

Library and good reoovrds Boy Scouts

Daneling Girl Seoubs

Music elub Dparmatics club

Bible club {study Bible sboriss) Cospel tean work (young
Ping pong people meet at ehurchj
Stamp olub then go cut vislting

01d Polks Home, efis,

ire you & merber of your church¥ _ ®

Are you working ocubside the howe? o » lfow many hours
g waak? »

YWould vou rather have your Sunday School class wade up of
both boys and girie? _ ___ _ »
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CARD QUESSIONNATAE,I

1. How many young people do you have pn proll
in your Sunday Sehool betwsen the agos
15«17 s Bges 17w23 %

2. Approximately what was the avewﬂge atitend~
&nﬁe for 1ast year eof the :

1517 . i of the age grdwprl?wzﬁ

3. Do you find 1% e problem to hold the ine
tarest of the youmg pecple of the age
g?ﬁﬁg 15-17 7», s of the age gﬁﬁg@



1.

. Average stbtendance of Inbermedisten

CARD (UHSTIONUAIRE I7T

?umbem af Juniors (9, 1@ 1} &8 roll in
3 School in 187" .7 oighs

Average attendamce of Juniors in 1947
oinaghy 2

Huwber of Intermedisbes {(12,13,1h) on roll
in 1947 ? Iohg %

1

1

-1':"‘3_1’? . - ¥ iy Egzj"g K

- In your pastoral experlence in whab age

group does the (hureh have the greatest
loss in abbendenes? N e ios®




CARD QUELTIWWHAIRGE ITX

1. How many Juniors (9,10,11 yrs} did you
have enrolled in Sundey Behool in 19187

3 In 19499 e+ fSverape
danes 1n 1948 § in 1949

-

2. How many Intevrmediates {(12,13,1L yrs)
did you have enrolled ln Sunday Seheool
in 1948? o Intghgr

2. Pleass chock QUE sge grouy where vour
‘ Sunday School has the groubtest atbend-
ance 1088e
{}"" i1 FrEe ) l%""l? W& @

12-1l yrs. o 18-23 yrs.e
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