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Special functions associated to a certain fourth
order differential equation
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Abstract

We develop a theory of ‘special functions’ associated to a certain fourth
order differential operator D, , on R depending on two parameters p, v.
For integers p,v > —1 with u + v € 2Ng this operator extends to a
self-adjoint operator on L?*(R,,z*T**!dz) with discrete spectrum. We
find a closed formula for the generating functions of the eigenfunctions,
from which we derive basic properties of the eigenfunctions such as or-
thogonality, completeness, L?-norms, integral representations and various
recurrence relations.

This fourth order differential operator D,,,, arises as the radial part of
the Casimir action in the Schrodinger model of the minimal representa-
tion of the group O(p, ¢), and our ‘special functions’ give K-finite vectors.
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1 Introduction

Special functions have been a powerful analytic tool in various areas of math-
ematics. One reason for their usefulness is the fact that there are a number
of different aspects under which special functions simultaneously have good
properties and admit explicit formulas (e.g. differential equations, orthonormal
bases, recurrence relations, integral representations, etc.). Many of the classical
special functions of this kind are associated to specific second order differential
equations. In contrast, in this article we initiate the study of ‘special functions’
associated to the following fourth order differential operator

(h—v)(u+v+2)

(1.1)
with two parameters u,v. Here 6 := acd%c denotes the one-dimensional Euler
operator.

The differential operator D,,,, is symmetric with respect to the parameters
p and v, ie. Dy, = D,, (see Proposition 211 (1)). Further, if p,v > —1
are integers of the same parity, then the operator D,,, extends to a self-adjoint
operator on L?(R,, x#T**1 dz) with discrete spectrum (see Proposition2.11(4)).
We then ask

Dy = x_12 (0+v)(0+p+v)—2°) (000 +p) —2?) —

Question. What are the eigenfunctions of Dy, ¢

The starting point for our search for eigenfunctions of D,, ,, is the fact that
the principal part of D, , is a product of second order operators in the Weyl
algebra. We will construct generating functions for eigenfunctions of D, , as
modifications of products of generating functions for eigenfunctions of second
order operators. More precisely, we introduce in Section Bl four generating func-
tions G5 (t,x) (i = 1,2,3,4). Of particular importance for the L?-theory will

be )
~ tx ~ x
Gy (t,x) = I Kv
2" () (1—¢)" 5= e (115) ? (115)’

where I, (z) := (2) " I.(z) and Ko(2) = ()" Ka(2) denote the normalized
I- and K-Bessel functions. G4” (¢, z) is real analytic at ¢ = 0 and we can define
a family of real analytic functions Ay} (z) on Ry (j € No) as the coefficients of

the Taylor expansion

o0
GY(ta) =) ALY ().
j=0
In the L2-theory for the operator D, , we have to assume the following inte-
grality condition
1> v > —1 are integers of the same parity, not both equal to —1.  (IC1)

Then we obtain the following result (for a proof see Proposition[Z1](4), Corollary
4] and Theorem [0]):

Theorem A (L?-spectrum for D, ). Suppose pu and v satisfy ([C1)). Then the
differential equation
Dypu = Au



has a non-trivial solution in L*(Ry, z# "+ dx) if and only if X is of the form

)2 o (,LL+ 1)2 o (V+ 1>2 (12)

MY = (24 1
’ (27 +p+ 5 5

for some j € Ng. In this case the solution space in L*(Ry,x*TT1dz) is one-
dimensional and spanned by Ay} .

Further we prove the orthogonality and closed formulas of the L2-norms
of the eigenfunctions Ay} (z) (j € Np) in Corollary We also prove the
completeness of these L2-eigenfunctions under the integrality condition (ICIJ) in
Corollary I8 Summarizing, we get:

Theorem B (Orthonormal basis). If u+ v,u — v > —2, then the sequence
(A57Y)jen, is orthogonal in L*(Ry,x# T+t dx) with L*-norms given by

2#+uflr(g+g+2 +j>r(g—;+2 Jrj)
N2+ p+DTG+p+1)

||A§L,’JI'IH%2(]R+,I“+V+1 dz) =

If further p and v satisfy ([CI)), then (A7} )jen, is an orthogonal basis of
L2(Ry, a#++1 dz).

We now consider general eigenfunctions of the operator D, , without re-
questing that they are square integrable. The other three generating functions
GY(t,xz) (i = 1,3,4) are defined by similar formulas as G4 (¢, z) (see (B -
34)), but we have to impose an additional condition for ¢ = 3, 4:

1 is an odd integer > 1 for i = 3,4. (IC2)

Then again we can define families of real analytic functions Aj"J'(z) on Ry
(j € Z) via the Taylor (i = 1,2), respectively Laurent (i = 3,4) expansions of
G} (t,x). (It is convenient to set A}"}'(z) =0 for i = 1,2 and j < 0, and for
i1=3,4and j < —pu.)

The differential equation D, ,u = Au has a regular singularity at x = 0
with characteristic exponents {0, —v, —u, —p — v}. This allows us to prove the
following theorem (cf. Theorems and [4.0)):

Theorem C (Differential equation). Suppose p is a positive odd integer and
v > 0 such that p — v ¢ 2Z. Then the four functions A} (z) (i = 1,2,3,4)
form a fundamental system of the following differential equation on R :

JVTRY
Dy = )\j Uu.
Furthermore, Af]'j(:c) has the asymptotic behavior
~ ¢y, eon Y egxrTH eqrTHTY

as © — 0, where the closed form of the constants ¢; for i =1,2,3,4 is given in
terms of Gamma functions.

The local monodromy at = 0 is given in Proposition [A.10
The differential operator D, , has an irregular singularity at x = oco. In
Theorem we also describe the asymptotic behavior of the eigenfunctions



A} (z) as © — oo. In view of Remark EETT] this also provides the asymptotics
for x — —oo0.

The functions A“ have various other remarkable properties. First we men-
tion the integral representatlons in terms of Laguerre polynomials L, which
can be used to find the special values of A}"J(z) (i = 1,2) at v = +1 in terms
of Laguerre polynomials (see Theorem [5.1] Corollary 53] and Remark [5.4]).

Theorem D (Integral representations). For j € Ng, Re pu,Re v > —1 we have
the following double integral representations

AV () = € / / _””COWL 5 (x(cos 0 + cos ¢)) sin* O sin” p dp db,
Ay (2) = CQLJV/ / e_””COSh“”LjT (x(cos 0 + cosh p)) sin* @ sinh” ¢ dp df

with constants ¢\ and cy;

Another property of the functions A“ ; 1s that they are eigenfunctions of
Meijer’s G-transform 7. Here 7, , is the integral operator given by

1 o0 2
Tuwf(z) = W/o Guv ((%) ) f(y)y#JrVJrl dy

v ptv
Gu,V(t):G(%g (t’05_53_55_ B) )

denotes Meijer’s G-function (see [4]). It is proved in [4] that, if p,v > —1 are
not both equal to —1, 7,,, is a unitary operator on L*(Ri,z#™*!dz) and
’7:2,/ = id. In particular, we have the following orthogonal decomposition into
+1 and —1 eigenspaces of 7, .,

where

L*(Ry, zt Tt de) = HIPY & HIY
In Section [7l we prove:

Theorem E (Meijer’s G-transform). Suppose p and v satisfy ([C1). Then
Ag]” is an eigenfunction of Meijer’s G-transform T, for the eigenvalue (—1)7.
Thus {A“ Y15 €2Ng} forms an orthogonal basis for the Hilbert space 'Y and
{A 1j € 2N0 + 1} forms an orthogonal basis for H™".

Finally, the functions A ;’ are subject to the following three recurrence re-

lations (see Propositions Bﬂl [6-4] [6.6] for more details):

Theorem F (Recurrence relations). Leti=1,2,3,4, j € Z.
(1) The three-term recurrence relation for x%A’Z’;’ :

(2 + p+1DOAS = (G +1)(G +p+ DAY,
, ptv+2 v s N v
—(2j+p+1) (f)/\fj - (j-f—T) (j-i—T) A



(2) The recurrence relations in u and v (see B8] for the definition of the
signatures 6(i),e(i) € {—1,1}):

v v . —a,V &€ 2 v
(A () = A (@) = 2000 (220 - (5) 02 @)
v v . vV— x 2 v
v (AR () — A (@) = 22(i) (Agvj @) - (5) A +2(m)),
d v v N v N
o (AL (2) = AR (2) = 8(D) ST () + e(i) S AL (@),

(3) The five-term recurrence relation for x® A"} (x):
xQAﬁ’jV €span{A}y 1k =j—2,...,5+2}

"y -1 1 3
i # —gt it g
Since the generating functions G4"¥(t,z) are given in terms of Bessel func-
tions, Theorems B and E give rise to identities for the I- and K-Bessel functions
and Meijer’s G-function, some of which we could not trace in the literature (see

Corollaries [4.9] and [[4]).

Most of our proofs are of a purely analytic nature. A special role is played by
generating functions. The approach to use the factorization of the principal part
of the differential operator to construct generating functions might be useful also
for other differential operators of a similar type.

Our proofs for Theorems A, B and E, however, partly rely on representation
theory, and for this reason we had to assume the integrality condition (ICIJ). In
fact, our operator D, ,, is induced from the Casimir action in the Schrédinger
model for the minimal representation of the semisimple Lie group G = O(p, q)
where p = p+ 3 and ¢ = v + 3 when (IC1) is satisfied. This representation
is realized on the Hilbert space L?(C), where C is an isotropic cone in RP+4=2
and is parameterized by bipolar coordinates

Ry x SHFHLx SV 25 € (r,w,m) = (rw, ),

where S”~! denotes the unit sphere in R™. Hence p + 1 and v + 1 play the role
of dimensions of certain spheres if the integrality condition ([CT)) is satisfied. In
this case the functions A} are K-finite vectors of the representation and the
recurrence relations in Theorem E can be explained by the Lie algebra action.
The connection to Meijer’s G-transform also arises from representation theory.
In fact, the unitary integral transform 7, , is the radial part of the unitary
inversion operator Fc on L?(C) defined by the special value of the minimal
representation at the longest Weyl group element. This operator plays the role
of a ‘Fourier transform’ on C.

The special values of our parameters at v = +1 are of particular interest. In
this case, the functions A‘Q‘j”(:n) reduce essentially to Laguerre polynomials L? (x)
(see Corollary and Remark [£4) and the fourth order differential operator
Dy, is of the form

Dy+1 = Sﬁ,ﬂ + const,

where S, 41 is basically the standard second order Laguerre operator of having
Ag”jﬂ as eigenfunctions (see Remark [5.5]).



In the case v = —1 the isotropic cone is the light cone in the Minkowski
space which splits into the forward and backward cone. Correspondingly, the
minimal representation of O(p, 2) splits into a highest weight and a lowest weight
representation which have been well-studied also in physics. For example, it may
be interpreted as the bound states of the hydrogen atom when (u,v) = (1, —1),
so that G = O(4, 2).

On the other hand, in the case v = 1, it is noteworthy that Laguerre poly-
nomials again occur as K-finite vectors of the minimal representations of the
groups G = O(p,4) with even integers p > 4. In this case, the minimal repre-
sentation was discovered not so long ago (see [I1] for SO(4,4)), and it is known
to admit neither highest nor lowest weight vectors.

Notation: Ny = {0,1,2,...}, Z={...,-2,-1,0,1,2,..}, Ry = {z e R :
x> 0}.

2 The fourth order differential operator D, ,

In this section we collect basic properties on the fourth order differential operator
D,,, with two parameters p, v € C which was introduced in (LTJ).

Proposition 2.1. (1) D,, =D,,.

(2) Dypu = Au is a differential equation with regular singularity at x = 0.
The characteristic exponents are 0, —p, —v, —j — V.

(3) If u,v € R, then D, ,, is a symmetric unbounded operator on the Hilbert
space L2(Ry,z**t**tdx). If, in addition, u + v,u — v > —2, then the
strictly increasing sequence (A?’V)jeNO defined in [L2)) belongs to the L2-

spectrum of D,, ...

(4) If p and v satisfy the integrality condition ([CIl), then D, extends to
a self-adjoint operator on L*(Ry,z**"*1dx). It has discrete spectrum
given precisely by (A?’V)jeNO. Furthermore, every L?-eigenspace is one-

dimensional.
(5) In the special cases where v = £1 the differential operator D,,, collapses
to
Duil = Sﬁ,il - Cu,ily
where
1 + 1 2
Sy—1:= - (9(9 +p) — x2) , Ch1 = %,
1 + 1 2
e OO+p+2)+p+1-2%), Cuyr:= (At 1)7 5 ) o

PROOF. (1) A simple computation shows that

1
Dy = 59(9 + )0+ )0+ p+v) + 2?

(M+u+2§u+u+4)), 2.1)

—2(92+(M+V+2)9+

whence D, , = D, .



(2) It follows from (ZT)) that
23Dy —AN) =00+ )0 +v)0+p+v) (modz-Clz,d)]),

where Clz, 0] denotes the left C[x]-module generated by 1,6, 62, ... in the
Weyl algebra Clz, d%;]' Therefore, the differential equation D, ,u = Au
has a regular singularity at x = 0, and its characteristic equation is given
by

S(s -+ 1)(s+V)(s + p + v) = 0.

Hence the second statement is proved.
(3) The formal adjoint of # on L?(R,,z#t*+1dz) is given by

0* = —0— (u+v+2).

It is easily seen from the expression (ZI)) that D,, , is a symmetric operator
on the same Hilbert space. We shall postpone the proof of the assertion
that A" is an L*-eigenvalue of D,, , until Corollary E3land Theorem E6]
where we give explicit eigenfunctions.

(4) The proof of this statement is based on representation theory. We will
postpone it to Section[]] where we explain how the fourth order differential
operator D,,,, arises from the Schrédinger model (the L?*-model) of the
minimal representation of the indefinite orthogonal group.

(5) For v = —1 this follows easily from ([LT]) by the commutator relation [6, 1] =
—%. The case v = +1 is also obtained by a simple computation. O

Remark 2.2. It is likely that D, , still extends to a self-adjoint operator on
the same Hilbert space without assuming the integrality condition ([CTJ). For
example, for v = 41 and arbitrary p > —1 we will construct L2-eigenfunctions
Agfl of D, +1 which are basically Laguerre polynomials (see Corollary 5.3 and
Remark [£4). Hence, they form a basis of the corresponding L2-space and it
follows that D, +; is self-adjoint with discrete spectrum. However, our proof
for v # +1 uses unitary representation theory of the semisimple Lie group
O(p+ 3,v + 3) and hence uses condition (ICT) in a crucial way.

3 The generating functions G/ (t, x)

In order to determine eigenfunctions of the D, ,, we define the following gener-
ating functions Gt"(¢t,x) i = 1,2,3,4

GV (t,z) =

1
)
Gy (t,x) := a —t;“ﬂé“ f% (1t$t) I?% (%
1
)
1
)




Here

L= (5) O e (B 69
Ra@)i= (5) "Kal2) = (5)  go—Ua®) = La()  (36)

denote the normalized I- and K-Bessel functions.
Let us state the differential equations for the generating functions which we
will make use of later.

Lemma 3.1 (Differential equations for the generating functions). The functions
GY(t,x), i =1,2,3,4, satisfy the following three differential equations:
(1) The fourth order partial differential equation

(Dpo ), ult,z) = (493 TGt 18+ U ”)(’;+ v 2)) ult, ).

(2) The second order partial differential equation

2
(20, + p+1) (91 + %) ult, )

1 2 - 2
= (G0 = (00 2 (004 P2 Yt

(3) The fifth order ordinary differential equation in t

-1 1 3
w (0250 (0 222 (04 )

_ [t%gt (0r — 1) (0 +pp— 1) (01 + p) (H“L MT_S)

8 -3 +1
— 200 (0 + 1) (9t+“T) (0:+5) (9t+“—)

1
+2 <9t+ %) (a0} + 603 + 02 + db; + ¢)

+1 + 2 +5

— 8t <9t+,LLT> <9t+ﬂT) <9t+MT)
2 — 2
y (m%) (9#%)



where we set

a =0,

b=12(p+1),

c= %(17;} —v? 4+ 36u+8),

d= %(,u—l— D)(5p® — 12 + 12u — 4),

e= i(u—1)(u+2)(u+V+2)(u—V+2)-

PROOF. The proof consists of straightforward verifications using the definition
of G!""(t,z) and the differential equation

(0% + 200 — 2*)u =0 (3.7)
for the I- and K-Bessel functions I, (z), Ku(z) (sce [I3, Chapter IIL7]). O

We will also need three recurrence relations for the functions G%¥ (¢, z). To
state the formulas in a uniform way we put

5(i) = +1 fori=1,2, (i) = +1 fori=1,3,
YT =1 fori=3,4, T -1 fori=2,4.

3

(3.8)

Lemma 3.2 (Recurrence relations for the generating functions). The functions
G (t,x), i = 1,2,3,4, satisfy the following three recurrence relations:
(1) The recurrence relation in u

(1 — G (¢, ) = 26(3) (sz”(t,x) - (%”) Gf””’(t,x)) .

(2) The recurrence relation in v

2
v(1 — G (¢, 2) = 2¢(3) (Gf”’_Q(t,x) - (g) Gé"””(t,x)) .
(3) The recurrence relation in u and v

d t2z x
1— MV — . H+2,1/ Y H’V+2_
(1= 1) Gl (1,2) = 6(0) o GU2 4 <(i)

PROOF. (1) and (2): Use the recurrence relations for the I- and K-Bessel func-
tions (see e.g. [I3} II1.71 (1)])

afa(x) = Na—l(x) - (g)2fa+1($)a

aKo(z) = (g)QKaH(x) — Ko_1(2).

(3) In view of the formulas (cf. [I3} II1.71 (6)])

d ~ T~ d ~ T ~

—1I =1 —K =—-K .

Ca@) = $lani(e),  Ra(@) = —SRan(),  (39)
the equation is evident. [l



Lemma 3.3 (Local monodromy of the generating functions). Suppose p,v ¢
27Z. Then we have the following formula for the functions Gf’y(t,ef’r‘/jlz)
(i=1,2,34):

G 1 0 0 0 el
GH" i/ b, ay 0 0 GH"
giv |G = giv | )
Gﬁf’” bub, ayb, aub, apa, Gﬁf’y
where
1y = e—omVT L G ;%)F(%) (efmﬁ i 1) _

PROOF. From the definitions (3] and (30) of the Bessel functions it follows
that

I (e™V " 1z) = I,(2),
Ko(e™™12) = a30Ka(z) + boala(z),
which proves the stated formula. [l

Remark 3.4 (Algebraic symmetries for the generating functions). It is also easy
to see that the generating functions satisfy the following algebraic symmetries

61 (t.a) = G2 (7. ) (i=1.4)

1
Gy (t,z) = Gg" (;, —ac) .

4 The eigenfunctions A}/ ()

The function K u (£%) is meromorphic near t = 0 for a fixed 2 > 0 if and only if
u is an odd integer. This explains the integrality condition ([C2]), which we will
henceforth assume. Then the generating functions G are meromorphic near
t =0 and give rise to sequences (A}’}")jez of functions on Ry as coefficients of
the Laurent expansions
o0
Gty = > PAL (2), i=1,2,3,4. (4.1)

j=—o0

Since f% (z) is an entire function and I?% (z) has a pole of order p at z = 0 if
© > 1is an odd integer we immediately obtain

AV =AY =0 for j <0,
Ayl =AY =0 for j < —p.

This allows us to calculate the functions Aﬁ ’j” as follows:

1 o v o .
T G (t,x) if1=1,2,7 >0,
A () = J: L =% (4.2)
IV e N
G o5 t:ot G (t,x) ifi=3,4,j>—p.

10



Example 4.1. The L*-solutions A5’} (z) (i.e. the i = 2 case) will be of special
interest. Here are its first three functions.

Ag’o( ) Iﬁ K%
2
v 1 u+y+2
Ay () (&2 ( )+9K (z )>
2
A (2) 12 <m+u+2xu+u+®k»@)
’ 2I'(55=) 4 z

(p+3)(pt+v+2), ~ BH3pp
+ 3 9K§(z)+u+ 0’ K ()>.

To formulate the asymptotic behavior of the functions Aﬁ j”(ac) we use the
Landau symbols O and o.

Theorem 4.2. Let p € C, p# —1,-2,-3,... and v € R. Assume further that
7>0i4t=1,2and j> —pifi=3,4.
(1) The asymptotic behavior of the functions Aﬁ’jy as x — 0 is given by

AT (z) = +o(1
RN CSNCS
v ov—IT (Z) x V" +o(z™") ifr>0,
p—v[+2y by - ‘
Aﬂj”(ac) = ﬁ x { —log (;) +o0 (10g (5)) ifv =20,
1 v )
(D)o wco
— — v+2
b5 (x) = 2 11"(%)( #J; J; )jﬂbsc*“ +o(z™H),
N (j 4 m)'T(452)
2tV =2 (K) TV +o(xTHTY) if v >0,
p(g)(w)w ) . -
M@ == <) T2 e (3) toleros(3)) #v=0
or=2p (fg) x M+ o(x™H) ifv <0,

where (a), =ala+1)---(a+mn—1) is the Pochhammer symbol.
(2) As x — o0 we have

v Vv i v+l xT 1 v g .
v wogjoxtl g 1 v 1
Agy’j (-T) = C;] T2 e (1 + O (E)) , Aij (x) =0 (.Tj T e )

with constants C’f;/, C’“ Y £ Q.

PRrOOF. The basic ingredient for the proof is the asymptotic behavior of the
Bessel functions at © = 0 (see e.g. [I3l Chapters III and VII] and [I, Chapter

11



7,(0) = : 4

(©) I'a+1) (43)

N @ z L o(@) ifa>0

Ko(z) = —log(%) + o(log(3)) ifa=0 as x — 0, (4.4)
F(ga) +o(1) ifa<0

I (z) = % (g)iai% e’ (1 +0
Ko(z) = VT (E)iaié e " (1 +0

A/~ 7
= 8=
S~
S~

We will also make use of the well-known expansion

(1)

oo

(1-0o=Y 2V (@5 (4.6)

il
= 7

We show how to to calculate the asymptotic behavior at x = 0 for the
functions ALY 2 with v > 0. The same method applies to the other cases.
Using the asymptotics (£3)) and (£4) and the binomial expansion ()
we find that

1 1 (%)
"Gy (t,x)| g = s 201 —t))" =2
2 =0 (1 _ t);+ + ( . ) 2
B i 11"( J(E= ‘2’ 2 Jt'
=0 II‘(#_)
In view of (@I this yields
bt 27 1D(5)(L=22),
€T Az,j (x)‘zzo = TR
]-F( b) )

Let us first treat the case i = 1,2. With equation (L2 it is easy to see
that Aﬁf ’jV is a linear combination of terms of the form
9’“1%) () fori=1,
ka(z) (x) fori=2
2
with 0 < k < j such that the coefficient for k¥ = j are non-zero. (In

fact this can be seen in a more direct way from the recurrence relation in
Proposition [l and Example [£11) Using ([39)) this simplifies to terms of

the form _
.T2k15+k(z> fori=1,
szKngk(z) fori=2

with 0 < k < j and non-zero coefficient for k = j. Using (@3] the leading
term appears for k = j and the asymptotics follow.

12



For i = 3,4 equation ([#2)) implies that A}/ is a linear combination of
terms of the form

ahr HK’IV%) (x) fori=3,
zh—r 961?%) () fori=4

with 0 < k+ ¢ < j + p. Using (39) this simplifies to terms of the form

.’L'k+227#,l:§+@(.’1]) for i = 3,
xk+227“K§+4(z) fori=4

with 0 < k + ¢ < j + u. Then again the claim follows from ([3]). O
As an immediate consequence of Theorem we obtain
Corollary 4.3. If p+v,pu—v > =2, we have Ay} € L*(Ry,z# v+ d).

From the explicit formulas for the leading terms of the functions A} at
x = 0 we can draw two more important corollaries.

Corollary 4.4. The function Aﬁ’j” is non-zero if one of the following conditions
is satisfied:

e i =1and p,v,u+v > —2.

e i =2and p+v,u—v>-—-2.

e 1 =3,4, puis a positive odd integer and v > —1 such that p — v ¢ 27Z.

PROOF. In each case the assumption implies that the leading coeient in the
asymptotic expansion at z = 0 in Theorem [£2]is non-zero, so that the function
itself is non-zero as well. (|

Corollary 4.5. Suppose u is a positive odd integer and v > 0 such that p—v ¢
2Z, then for fived j € Ny the four functions A}y, i = 1,2,3,4, are linearly
independent.

PRrROOF. The assumptions imply that the leading coefficients at * = 0 of the
functions A}"(x) in Theorem never vanish and that the leading terms are
distinct. Hence the asymptotic behavior near z = 0 is different and the functions
have to be linear independent. O

Now we can prove the main theorem of this section.

Theorem 4.6 (Differential equation). For i = 1,2,3,4, j € Z, the function
Aﬁ’j” is an eigenfunction of the fourth order differential operator D, , for the
eigenvalue /\5"/ (see equation ([L2)). If, in addition, u is a positive odd integer
and v > 0 such that u — v ¢ 27, then for fized j € Ny the four functions Aﬁ’jy,
i1=1,2,3,4, form a fundamental system of the fourth order differential equation

Dypu = N u. (4.7)

PRrROOF. In view of Corollary 5] it only remains to show the first statement.
We deduce

D A = NEVARY Ve (4.8)
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from the corresponding partial differential equation for the generating function
of both sides in [L8). Clearly, (D, )G (t,z) is the generating function for
the left hand side of (£8]). The generating function for the right hand side is
calculated as follows

(oo}

PR

= 2. (4j2 P ”)(‘;Jr S 2)) ALY (2)

= > (402 atur v BT o)

j=—o0

_ <493+4(u+1)9t+ (“V>(’;+V+2>>Gé"”(t,w),

where 0; := t%. The resulting partial differential equation is

(D), 61 (t2) = (467 + a4 1+ SR G

which was verified in Lemma 3] (1). O
Remark 4.7. Since Dy, = D,,,, by Proposition Z1] (1) and

v Vi
)\j = )‘J+u "

Theorem EGl implies that for y—v € 2Z also A" sy (x) is an eigenfunction of
D, for the eigenvalue )\? v,

Corollary 4.8. If p+v, u—v > =2, then the sequence (Ay’})jen, is orthogonal
in L2(Ry, x# v+ dg). If further u and v satisfy the integrality condition ([CI),
then the system (Ay'})jen, forms an orthogonal basis of L*(Ry,z# T+ dx).

PROOF. By CorollaryE3]the functions A%’ are contained in L?(Ry, z# 4"+ dx)
and by Theorem [LGeach function A5’/ is an eigenfunction of D, ,, for the eigen-
value )\5 7. Further, by ProposmonIZ[I (3) the operator Dy, ,, is symmetric on
L?(R, 2#T"*1 dx) and hence the orthogonality statement follows.

If additionally ([CI)) is satisfied, then by Proposition 211 (4) the operator D, ,
extends to a self-adjoint operator on L*(R y, z#+¥*1 dz) with spectrum (M) jen,
and one-dimensional eigenspaces. This implies the completeness statement. [

Corollary provides a completeness statement for Bessel functions we
could not trace in the literature:

Corollary 4.9. Fiz an odd integer N > 1. Then for any integer —1 < v < %
the sequence (07Ky)jen, (resp. (%1 Ky j)jen,) is a basis for L*(Ry, 2N dx).
The Gram—Schmidt process applied to this sequence yields the orthogonal basis
(Agj_"_l’y)jeNo (up to scalar factors).

14



PROOF. Put p:= N —v — 1, then p and v satisfy ([CI)). It is an easy con-
sequence of the definitions that Ay can be written as a linear combination

of the functions 0% K g for 0 < k <. (In fact this can be seen more directly
from the recurrence relation in Proposition GIl) Then the sequence (67K );
clearly arises from the complete sequence (A‘Q‘j”)] by a base change and hence
is complete. Using (B3 it is also easy to see that the second series (2% Ky ;);
arises by a base change from the sequence (0’ Kv );. Finally, we note that both

base change matrices considered are upper triangular. Thus the Gram—Schmidt
process in both cases yields the orthogonal basis A5’} O

We end this section with a formula for the local monodromy of the functions
A}/ (z) at © = 0. This implies a parity formula with respect to z +— —x
which can be used to determine also the asymptotic behavior as x — —oo. The
monodromy formula itself is an immediate consequence of Lemma B3t

Proposition 4.10 (Local monodromy at « = 0). Suppose p, v ¢ 27Z. Then we
have the following local monodromy to the differential equation [ET):

A 1 0 0 0 Ay
ALY byoa, 00 Ayy
4| eV le) = v . b | (@)
AR b 0 a 0 A5
g " 4 i
Al buby  avby aub,  auay AL

with non-zero coefficients aq, by as in Lemma[Z3.

Remark 4.11. If v is an odd integer, the functions A}’ (z) extend holomorphi-
cally to C\{0}, not only to its universal covering. In this case, Proposition 4.10]
expresses A}"(—x) as linear combination of the functions A}"7(z) (k = 1,2,3,4).
The coefficients only contain a, and b, with & = 2n + 1 an odd integer (we
assumed ([C2))) and simplify significantly:

azny1 = —1, bang1 = (—1)" i

5 Integral representations
In this section we show that for i = 1,2 the functions A}"}’(x) have integral

representations in terms of Laguerre polynomials. Recall that for n € Np and
a € C the Laguerre polynomial L%(z) is defined by (cf. [1} (6.2.2)])

Lo(z) = i (—k1!)k (Z+Z‘)xk (5.1)

Theorem 5.1 (Integral representations). (1) For j € No, Re y,Re v > —1
we have the following double integral representations

AP (x) =Y /7T /7r e*zcowL;% (x(cos 0 + cos )) sin* O sin” p dep d6,
v (5.2)

Ay (x) = ey /7T /OO e*zCOSh“@L;% (x(cos 0 + cosh p)) sin* @ sinh” o de d6,
v (5.3)
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V

with constants ¢! and c2 given by

1 1
TN 7 v
o= ” and ¢ ”
() » T T
(2) Forv=—1 and Re > —1 we have
AYy =y ot E / e~ 1y””L z ( (cos® + (—1)"))sin* 0do, (5.4)
Aggl( ) =chy 1/0 *IL 2 ( (cos @ + 1)) sin* 0do (5.5)
with constants c‘f;{l and cggl given by
1 1
nw,—1 =1
¢ = ———— and ¢y, = .
1,5 27T1—\(u42r1) 2,5 21"(“21)

Proor. We will make use of the formula @2) for Aj;" and the generating
function of the Laguerre polynomials given by (see e.g. formula (6.2.4) in [1)

a n 1 — -tz
E:L =g get (5.6)

Further, we will need the following integral representations of Bessel functions
for Re a > —1 (cf. formulas I11.71 (9) and VI.15 (5) in [13])

~ 1 ™

()= —— —weosfgin2a g g, 5.7
(@) V%Na+§)/ ‘ (5.7)

~ ﬁ /OO _ sh . 2

K,(z) = ——+ e TSP ginh“ pde. 5.8
(2) Mot 1) pdp (5.8)

(1) Interchanging differentiation and integration we obtain the desired integral
representations for A‘f,’;l:

w1 v+1 v
7rF< 5 )F( 5 >Ai’j(x)

G ONG DR

= . | GYY(t )
7! ot |,_,
1 o 1 Y I, = cos
= i ot W/ / e T €080 TE COSP gink ) gin” o dip df
! v—o (1 — 2 o Jo
/ / —zcosp 1' (;9_] [%6 £ (cos B4-cos @)
Jhov (1—t)"2

sin® 0 sin” ¢ de df

T T ptv
:/ / e TRPL % (2(cosd + cos p)) sin” Osin” p dp do.

16



For the functions Ay} we do a similar calculation:
:

+1 v+1 v
(55 ()
DR o

4! oti

Gy (t,x)
t=0

:i ﬁ ; " Ooefﬁcoseefﬁcoshap
3ot | (1 =)= Jo Jo
sin* # sinh” ¢ dy df
_ ™ ooe,zcoshapl ﬁ ;e*%(0059+coshkp)
o Jo GV ot | o | (1 — )5
sin* # sinh” ¢ dy df

T oo ity
= / / e_””COSh“’LJ— Z (z(cos 0 + cosh ¢)) sin* O sinh” p dp df.
o Jo

(2) Using
~ 1 ~
I_i(z) = NG coshz and K_,(z) ?e*z, (5.9)
similar calculations as in (1) give the second part. O

Remark 5.2. The integral representations in Theorem 1] (2) for the special
case v = —1 can also be obtained from the integral representations in part (1)
for v > —1 by taking the limit v — —1. For example, to obtain the integral
representation for A‘Q‘j_ ! we have to verify the limit formula

1 e 1
yli}?l @ /0 e "N ¢ cosh® psinh” pdp = 5671 (5.10)

for 0 < k < j. For k = 0 the identity (58) turns the left hand side into

1 . ~
77, Ky (@),

The map a — K, () is continuous so (10) follows from (5:3). For k > 0 and
@ > 0 we have

cosh” p — cosh” ¢ = cosh” p — 1 < sinh ¢ - p(sinh @)

with some polynomial p. Then one has to show that

1 o0
lim ——— e
v——1 F(VTH) /0

for £ > 0. But this is easily seen using the integral representation (B8] and the
continuity of the map a — K, (x).

—a cosh ¢ SinhVJrlJrl (,Dd(,D _ %e—z-

As an easy application of the integral representations we give explicit ex-
pressions for the functions A}, i = 1,2, in the case where v = —1.
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Corollary 5.3. Forv = —1 and p € C arbitrary we have the following identity
of meromorphic functions

_ 2+

,—1 - x
Ly 2T
=1 _ - "2 ) -z H
Ay (z) = TG+ pt 1) e "L (2z). (5.12)

PROOF. For the proof we may assume that Re u > —1. The general case
1 € C then follows by meromorphic continuation. Note the identity (cf. formula

16.6 (5) in [3])

NNa+n+ DI — )
T(B+n+1) Ly (),

Re > Re a > —1.

1
/ (1—y)P o1y Lo (zy) dy =
0

With this integral formula the substitution y = 1 (1 + cos6) yields

T _1 ! S
/0 L7 (z(cosf+1))sin* 0.0 2“/0 (L-y)'7y" T L7 (£22-y)dy

2+ (L)
LG +p+1)

LVM(+27).  (5.13)

Inserting this into the integral representations (54) and (B3] gives (BIT) and
EI2). O

Remark 5.4. The symmetry property K_, = K, for the K-Bessel functions
implies that G4~ ' (z) = %Ggl(x) and hence Corollary also allows us to

compute A‘;Jl explicitly:

_ 2T+

2 - -1 -
MG () = SAR @) = T ¢ e, (5.14)

2,5
In [5] we show that the functions A%’} always degenerate to polynomials if v
is an odd integer. For v > 3 these special polynomials do not appear in the
standard literature. Properties for these polynomials such as differential equa-

tions, orthogonality relations, completeness, recurrence relations and integral
representations will be studied thoroughly in [5].

Remark 5.5. Corollary and Remark 5.4 suggest a relation between the
fourth order differential equation D,, ,u = MY in the cases where v = +1 and
the second order differential equation (see [1}, (6.2.8)])

d—2+( +1 )i+ =0 (5.15)
xd:L'Q « xd:c nilu= .

for the Laguerre polynomials L%(z). In fact, by Proposition [Z1] (5) the fourth
order differential operator D,, +1 collapses to the simpler form

2
D41 =38, 11— Cun1
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with second order differential operators &, +1 and constants C, +1 defined in
Proposition 211 (5).

For p > —1 the operator S, _; itself is self-adjoint on L*(Ry,x*dz). It
has discrete spectrum given by (—(2j + p + 1)) en, and an easy calculation
involving (5.15]) shows that Agy’j_l is an eigenfunction of §,, _; for the eigenvalue
—(2j+p+1). Applying S, —1 twice yields the fourth order differential equation
of Theorem E8] for Ag;;l.

The same considerations apply for S, 41 and Ag;r 1(x) since we have the
relations (5.I4]) and

Szt =278, 1. (5.16)

Remark 5.6. Similarly to the calculations in [5], where we derive explicit for-
mulas for the functions A5 if v is an odd integer, one can find the following
expression for A%"":

V(v min( 452 j+p) . . v—
2T S e e LN O s

ARV (z) = ———2 L He®
35 () I(v+1) ; (B — )+ p— )T (i + L4E2)

v+1l . v—p+2
7 't

x (2x)'9Fy (i—j—u, ,u+1;2x),
where o F5 (a1, az2;b1,be; 2) is the hypergeometric function. Using this one can
sharpen the estimates for A5’} (2) given in Theorem

6 Recurrence relations

In this section we will give three types of recurrence relations for the functions
A7, Our first recurrence relation involves the first order differential operator
Ho (o € C) on Ry, given by

a+2

Heo =0+ 5

If o € R, then H,, is a skewsymmetric operator on L?(R,,z®*! dx) since 0* =
—0 — (a+2) on L?(Ry, 2% dx). This will allow us to compute the L?-norms
for Ay} explicitly if y1 and v satisfy (ICI).

Proposition 6.1. For u,v € C, 1 = 1,2,3,4 we have the following recurrence
relation in j € Z

(27 + p+ DMy ALY

, . v . Pty N v
=@ +D0+p+ DA - (J + T) (g + T) Aijia (6.1)

PROOF. As in the proof of Theorem 6] we verify (6.1]) via a partial differential
equation for the generating function GY*”. A short calculation shows that the
recurrence relation (G.I)) is equivalent to the partial differential equation

2
(20, + i+ 1) (ez + %) G

1 2 — 2
= (get(et +p)—t (9t + %) (9t + %)) G,
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which holds by Lemma [3.1] (2). O

Corollary 6.2. If p+v,u—v > —2, then

2“+V*1F(j + u+12/+2)r(j + H—l2’+2)
2 +p+ DTG +p+1)

HAg:jVH%Z(]R+,m“+V+1dz) = (62)

ProOOF. We prove this by induction on j. For j = 0, in view of Example 1]
and

/OOO 27K (2) K, (2)de = i?;jr <“ * § + ”) r (L * L ”>

(g ()
2 2

(see formula 10.3 (49) in [3] for a = y =1 and Re ¢ > |Re u| + |Re v|), we can
calculate

o0
145517 = [ 1A5g @)ttt da
0

1 o~ »
- e [ el s

2
2" /OO 2, ut1
= —5— |Ky ()22 da
r(52)2 Jo
_ v 2 ID(MEPT (T ()
T(ER) Mt )

2#+v71F(H+Z_+2)F(H_2;+2)
(p+ D (e +1)

For the induction step we reformulate (61]) as

GADG+ut+Y) w2 Hp+ )2+ p=v) o
2j+p+1 T A2j +p+1) 2

v _
Hurohy)j =

and use the skew-symmetry of H, 1, on L*(Ry,x#T"*!dx) together with the
pairwise orthogonality of the functions A‘;JV (cf. Corollary [A8) to calculate

|\Hu+uAg,’j-V||2 = (HH+VA§7’;|HM+VA’2‘:;) = — (AL A, AQL]V)

g1ty
w|G+DG+p+1) v
= = (Ag,j 2J+M+1 HH"FVAg,jJrl
_(2j+u+y)(2j+u—y)H ARV
4(2j +p+1) R
_ ((j+1)(j+u+1) QU+ +p+rRG+Y) +p—v)
2j+p+1 42 +1) +p+1)
L @it pr)@itp—v) G- 1)+u+1)) ALY 2
4(2j +p+1) 20— 1) 4+p+1 2yl
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On the other hand, orthogonality and recurrence relation also yield

» GH+DG+ut+ DN
[y AL |2 = ( e NI

. . 2
Qj+Hpt V)it r=V)\" g g2
42j 4+ p+1) 2t

Putting both equalities together completes the induction. O

Formula (6.2 implies an integral formula for the I- and K-Bessel functions
which we did not find in the literature:

Corollary 6.3. Let % <a<ooand p+v,u—v>-—2. Then

| sl = 0PI (o) P+ da
(gﬂ)u+u+2 o (o — 1)2jp(j + IH‘;_'*‘Q)F(J' + H—Qﬂ)

8 = a?igl2j+p+ )G +p+1)

PROOF. The orthogonality of the Ay’ gives

o [e’e} 2

DoTIAGTIP = || > oAy =16y )P
j=0 =0
1 <= /ot \|*|= °
= W/ Iﬁ ( L > KZ < i ) Z'H+V+1 dl',
-2 Jo [F\1-1¢ 2 \1-¢
so that for a := {1 the desired formula follows from (G.2). O

The second type of recurrence relations expresses xQA’if ’j” as linear combina-
tion in A}y for k = j—2,...,j+2. These recurrence relations are an immediate
consequence of the fifth order differential equation for the generating function
G given in Lemma 3] (3).
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Proposition 6.4. For u,v € C we have

L RN o p LN 0 p 3N o
8<]+—2 ><]+—2 )(]+—2 )zAi,j(z)

=24 DG+ DG+ DG+ (5455 ) Al

. . Cou—=1\N [ p+2\/. u+3 ,
=8+ 1)y +p+1) (J+MT) (J‘FMT) (J+MT) AL (2)

) +1 . . ) . y
+2 <j + MT) (aj* 4+ bj® + cj? + dj +e)A (x)
7 oop—1 ( ﬁ) o p+3 .o ptv
8<j+ ) ) j+2 <]+—2 J+ 5
- H—v v
(55 et
Copu+3 . ptrv—=2 . o p—v—2
2 £Te proe— 2 p—r--
2o t7) (e ) (s
AN AN
() (45 o

Remark 6.5. For j # f“;—l, f’%l, 71%3 the recurrence relation of Proposi-
tion can be rewritten as

with a,b,c,d, e as in Lemmal3] (3).

2

PN @) = 3 AL, @)

k=—-2

with constants aj’’ (k).

The last set of recurrence relations in the parameters p and v are again imme-
diate with the corresponding differential equations for the generating functions
which have already been stated in Lemma

Proposition 6.6. Let u,v € C. With (i), e(i) as in (B.8) we have
(1) The recurrence relation in

(A (1) — A () = 26(4) (Aﬁf’”(m) NE) Agﬁ"(m)) |

(2) The recurrence relation in v

v (ALY (2) — ALY () = 22(i) (Agff?(x) - (5)2 Aﬁf“(x)) .

(3) The recurrence relation in p and v

a4

v v N\ L v N\ L v
1o (A7 (@) = ALY () = 0() SALTY (@) + (i) AL (a).

o Mi,j—2
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7 Meijer’s G-transform

The main result of this section is that the functions Ay} are eigenfunctions of
a special type of Meijer’s G-transform 7, , if 1 and v satisfy ([CI)). Our proof
of this result is based on representation theory and will be given in Section
We do not know whether the statement also holds for general p > v > —1.

For f € C°(Ry) the integral transform 7, , it is defined by

e 2
Toof@)i= gzzer [ G ((5)7) o a

Here

L) =GR ()0, —=, %, —
G#q() GO4< 07 25 2; 2

denotes Meijer’s G-function, which was first systematically investigated by Fox
in []. G, satisfies the fourth order differential equation (see [2 5.4 (1)])

9(9+%) (9+g) (9+ “;”) u(t) = tu(t). (7.1)

For v = —1 the G-function reduces to a J-Bessel function

vop /Hrl/)

G (t) =t T, (4td)

and the operator 7, 1 becomes a Hankel transform.
The following statement can also be obtained from representation theory in
the case that p and v satisfy (ICI)) (see Section [ for a proof).

Proposition 7.1. Suppose p+ v > —2.
(1) T, extends to a unitary involutive operator on L*(Ry,zF T 1dz).
(2) The G-transform T,., commutes with the fourth order differential operator
D

Iz
PrROOF. (1) It is proved in [4] that

Tﬂﬂ:lAm@WwWﬁﬁWNW

c
defines a unitary involutive operator T' : L?(R;) — L%(Ry) for ¢ =
%”H > 0. Then the coordinate change r = (%)QC, r’ = (3)2C gives the

2
claim.

2) A short calculation using that D,, ,, is a symmetric operator in L?(R,., 2# T+ dx
g Hs +

gives the desired statement if one knows that the G-function satisfies the
following differential equation

D20, G (%)) = @, G (%))

But this is easily derived from

0.6, ((2)") =200 ((2)7) =060 ((2))

using the expression (ZI]) for D, ,, and the differential equation (ZII) for
the G-function. g
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Theorem 7.2 (Meijer’s G-transform). Suppose that p and v satisfy ([[CIJ).
Then for each j € Ny the function A;’; is an etgenfunction of Meijer’s G-
transform T, with eigenvalue (—1)7.

Remark 7.3. In Remark we noted that for v = —1 the functions Ag;{l
are eigenfunctions of the self-adjoint second order differential operator S, _; on
L3R4, z#TT1dz). In [9 Theorem 4.1.1] Kobayashi and Mano proved that, if

. . /=1 . . .
[ is an integer, the operator e~ 2 15”7,1’ defined via spectral theory, is given as

eﬂ- 2718“,71 = ei%ﬂpv 717#171_
One can use Theorem to obtain an integral formula for the generating
function G4 and hence for the Bessel functions involved similar to the one in

Corollary

Corollary 7.4. Let % < a < oo, B = 5 and assume that p and v satisfy
condition (ICT). Then for x >0

oo zuN 2\ ~ ~
Guw ((52)7) T (0 = 1)) K5 (o) y 1 dy
0 4 2
ptv+2

= gntv—l (ﬁ) Iu((B—1)z)Kx(Bz).
« 2 2
ProOOF. By Theorem we have
Ty = (—l)jAgy’;’ for every j € No.
Taking generating functions of both sides yields

(7;11/)1 Ggyy(tv :C) = G57U(7t7 :C),

and this gives the desired formula for a = ﬁ O

8 Applications of minimal representations

In this section we complete the proofs of Proposition 211 (4) and Theorem
using representation theory.

There is a long history of research on the interactions of the theory of special
functions and representation theory, in particular, related to the analysis on
homogeneous spaces of Lie groups. Our fourth order differential operator D,, ,,
is also motivated by group representations. The general features in our setting,
however, are quite different from the traditional analysis on homogeneous spaces.

In fact, we are dealing with an ‘extremely small’ infinite dimensional repre-
sentation, sometimes referred to as the minimal representation, for which the
whole group cannot act on the geometry of the L2-model (the Gelfand-Kirillov
dimension of the minimal representation is too small for that). Hence Lie algebra
action here is not just given by vector fields, but involves higher order differ-
ential operators. (In our particular example second order suffices.) We shall
prove in Theorem that the fourth order differential operator D, , comes
from the Casimir operator when both y and v are integers > —1. We shall also
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discuss the underlying algebraic structure of various formulas on (A5’); such
as recurrence relations (Theorem E) and Meijer’s G-transforms (Theorem D) in
connection with representation theory.

In the converse direction, the theory of special functions developed in this pa-
per allows us to interpret the functions A5’} as a basis for the space L?(C)yaq of
K'-spherical vectors (see (81])) and hence contributes to representation theory.

We adopt the notation of [8]. In particular, we assume that p > ¢ > 2 are
integers of the same parity and p 4+ ¢ > 6. With p = p — 3, v = ¢ — 3 this is
equivalent to u > v > —1 being integers with the same parity not both equal
to —1, i.e. to the integrality condition ([CTJ).

Consider the indefinite orthogonal group

G :=0(p,q) ={g € GL(p+q,R) : thp,qg =1Ipq}

I 0
T ::( 6) -1y )

Then G is a semisimple non-compact Lie group. In [I0] Kobayashi and Orsted
construct an L2-model of the minimal representation 7 of G, which is an analo-
gon of the classical Schrodinger model of the Shale-Segal-Weil representation of
the metaplectic group. More precisely, it is an irreducible unitary representation
on the Hilbert space L?(C) = L?(C, du), where

C={CeRMI2N\{0}: T+ 4+ G 1 =G — = (pigo =0}

is an isotropic cone in RPT4=2 and du an O(p — 1,q — 1)-invariant measure on

C. Let wg := I, . The unitary operator F¢ := m(wp) plays a role of the Fourier

transform on the isotropic cone C'. We call F¢ the unitary inversion operator.
On the isotropic cone C, we set

ri= \/412+...+§371:\/§3+... 3+q72_

Then the pull-back of the projection r : C' — Ry induces an isomorphism of
Hilbert spaces

of signature (p, ¢), where

L*(R,, %TPW*E’ dr) = L*(C)raa € L*(0), (8.1)

where L?(C);aq stands for the closed subspace of L?(C) consisting of radial
functions, or equivalently, functions that are invariant by K’ := O(p — 1) x
O(q — 1). Elements of L?(C)aq are called K'-spherical vectors. To justify this
name consider the bipolar coordinates which parameterize the cone C":

Ry x SP72 x S172 — C, (ryw,n) — (rw, ),

where S"~! denotes the unit sphere in R™. Then the action of K’ = O(p —
1) x O(q — 1) is given by rotation in the spherical variables w and 7. Hence,
K’-spherical functions are those depending only on the radial part r.

We take a negative definite bilinear form B on o(n) which is invariant under
the adjoint action and turns (E; ; — Ej i)1<i<j<n into an orthonormal basis with
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respect to —B. Restriction to the Lie algebra £ = o(p) @ 0(q) of the maximal
compact subgroup K := O(p) x O(q) of G yields the Casimir element

Q=— > (B -E)’— Y. (Biy—Ep)”

0<i<j<p—1 p<i<j<ptq—1

The fourth order differential operator D, , with integral ;x and v arises from
the Casimir action on the minimal representation as follows.

Theorem 8.1. Suppose p,q > 2. Under the coordinate change x := 2r the
operator 2dm(2) acts on L*(C)raa as the differential operator Dy_3 4—3.

PROOF. The group K’ acts trivially on L?(C);aq and so does its Lie algebra €.
Let Q' be the Casimir element for €. Then, the action of Q on L?(C),aq is given
by

dn(Q2) = dW(Q) — dmr ()

pt+q—2

_Z Eo,; — EOJ - Z (Ej,p-i-q—l_Ep-i-q—Lj)Q-

Jj=p

By [8 (2.3.15) and (2.3.19)] the Lie algebra action is given by differential oper-
ators in the ambient space RP*9=2 along C' as

dm(Eo; — Ejo) = —g (4Cj +¢GO-(2E+n - 2)82)

for 1 < j <p—1 and similarly

g

0
dW(Ej1p+q,1 — Eerqfl,j) = — <4§] —+ CJD + (2E+ n — 2)64_ >
J

for p<j<p+q—2, where

0? 0? 0? 0?
D — + 7 —_— e — —,
¢ 04,3_1 ¢ 91 q—2
p+q—2

Z Cjac

Applying the operator dn(2) to a radial function f(r) gives the desired result.
O

The reason why the Casimir operator dn () is a differential operator of
fourth order rather than of second order is the fact that the group K = O(p) x
O(q) cannot act continuously in a non-trivial fashion on the cone C, whereas
the smaller group K’ C K does.

If one restricts the representation to the maximal compact subgroup K =
O(p) x O(q) C G one has the following multiplicity-free decomposition of 7 into
K-irreducible representations

2C) = i® Ve (8.2)
a=0
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with -
Ve HYRP) @ HOT = (RY).

Here H7(R") is the space of spherical harmonics on R™ of degree j, on which the
orthogonal group O(n) acts irreducibly. The branching laws for O(n) | O(n—1)
(n > 2) show that the O(n — 1)-fixed vectors in H?(R™) form a one-dimensional
subspace. Hence, if one restricts to the smaller subgroup K/ = O(p — 1) x
O(q — 1) C K, then the K'-spherical vectors in each K-type V' form a one-
dimensional subspace V¢ N L?(C);aq. Considering only the radial functions in

[B2) we obtain

L(C)a 2 (VN LH(C)raa), (8.3)
a=0
because the property of being radial is determined by the subgroup K’ of K.
We will show that each subspace V@ N L?(C)yaq is spanned by Ag;s’q_3(2r).
In order to do so we observe that by Schur’s Lemma the Casimir element
Q acts as a scalar on each K-type V®, because () is central in the universal
enveloping algebra U(€). In fact, representation theory of the compact group
K = O(p) x O(q) shows that Q acts on V' by

a(a+p2)+<a+p—2q> <a+p++4>. (8.4)

Now we are ready to prove that the differential operator D, , is self-adjoint.

PROOF OF PROPOSITION 2] (4). By [12] Theorem 4.4.4.3] the Casimir ele-
ment  defines a self-adjoint operator on the representation space L?(C). On the
other hand, the element —2% acts on L?(C)yaq as D, by Theorem Bl Hence
D,,., extends to a self-adjoint operator on the space L?(C)yaq = L*(Ry, 2# T dx)
of radial functions. The decomposition (&3)) is discrete, so the spectrum of D,, ,,
is discrete and given by twice the eigenvalues ([84)) of the Casimir element which
in view of j = a,u = p— 3, and v = ¢ — 3 are given by

v iy . —Vv , +v+2
A =2g(g+u+1)+2(g+”7) (g+%).

Since the spaces VN L?(C)yaq in B3) are one-dimensional and the (A{"") en,
is strictly increasing, the L2-eigenspaces of D, are also one-dimensional. [

For the L?-model of the minimal representation, it is in general a difficult
problem to find explicit K-finite vectors (see [9, Introduction]). Theorem RITI
implies that the functions Ay} (j = 0,1,2,...) for integers y > v of the same
parity are indeed K-finite vectors of the minimal representation w. More pre-
cisely, we have:

Corollary 8.2. For every j € Ny, the space VI N L*(C)yaq is one-dimensional.
It is spanned by A’2’33’q_3(2r).

PRrROOF. We have already seen in Theorem that the functions Ag;g’qu(x)
are eigenfunctions of Dy,_3 43 in L*(Ry, 1rPT975 dr) for the eigenvalues )\ffg’qu.

Hence, Ag;g’qu(Qr) is an eigenfunction of the Casimir operator dr(2) for the
eigenvalue ([84]). Since all those eigenvalues are distinct, the claim follows. O
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Remark 8.3. (1) For ¢ =2 (p and j arbitrary), we saw in Corollary [5.3] that
A’2’33’q_3(2r) = const - L§_3(4T)6_2T.

In this special case Corollary was already proved in [9] Proposition
3.2.1 (2)).
(2) For j =0 (p and ¢ arbitrary) Example [T] gives

A%g,q%(%) = const - K4 s (2r).
, 2

This bottom case of Corollary was already found in [I0, Theorem
5.8 (1)] by taking theFourier transform of the ‘conformal model’ of the
minimal representation.

The relation of the G-transform considered in Section [ to representation
theory was found by Kobayashi and Mano in [7] §].

Theorem 8.4 ([8 Theorem 4.1.1]). Under the coordinate change x = 2r the
unitary involution operator Fc acts on L?(C)raq as the G-transform (—1) 7" Tp_3.4_3.

In the case that gy = p — 3 and v = ¢ — 3 satisfy ([CI]) we can now give an
alternative proof of the results of Proposition [[I] using representation theory.
By Theorem the operator 7,—3,4—3 is given as the restriction of the unitary
inversion operator Fo = m(wg) to L?*(C)raqa. This shows that 7,_3 ,—5 defines
a unitary operator on L?(R,,2#T"*1dx). Furthermore, since wy normalizes
(actually, centralizes) the Lie algebra £, wy commutes with the Casimir operator
Q. Therefore, in view of Theorems Bl and B4l also Dp_3 4—3 and Tp—34—3
commute.

Theorem B4 also allows us to give the announced proof of the fact that the
functions Agf”‘k3 are eigenfunctions of Meijer’s G-transform.

PROOF OF THEOREM It is observed in [8, Proof of Theorem 3.1.1 (3)] that
wp acts on each K-type V® as (—1)%T %2, Since Ag;g’q_3 (2r) is a K-finite vector
in the K-type V® by Corollary[82 the statement follows from Theorem 84l [

Finally, we can also give a representation theoretic explanation for the re-
currence relations in Propositions[6.1] and Using the notation of [§] we con-
sider the Langlands decomposition of the maximal parabolic subalgebra p™a¥ of
g = Lie(G):

prax = mMaX 4 g 4 pmax,

m™?* ig the Lie algebra of O(p — 1,¢q — 1) which acts on the geometry C. The
abelian part a is one-dimensional and spanned by H € a which acts on L?(C)
as the first order differential operator

dr(H) = — <E+ w) ,

2

where F is again the Euler operator. Hence H acts on radial functions as
the differential operator —H,1,—6 (see Section [@). Finally n™2% is spanned by
Ni,...,Nppq—2 € n™* whose action is given by the multiplication operators

dﬂ(ﬁj) = 2\/j1<j
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In particular, the sum of squares Zfif_2 dm(N;)? = —8r? leaves the space of
radial functions L2(C);aq invariant.

The key to an understanding of the underlying algebraic structure of the
recurrence relations in Propositions and is the action of H and N, on
the K-types V. For convenience put V! := 0.

Lemma 8.5. The Lie algebra action dn(X) : @, V* — P.-,V* (X € g)
induces the following linear maps for each a € Ny:

dr(H) : V* — Vett gyl
dn(N;): Ve — Vet gyegyet 1<j<ptqg-—2

PrOOF. Let g = € + p be the Cartan decomposition of g determined by the
choice of £. For X € t we have

drn(X):V* — V© (8.5)

since V* is a K-module. For the action of p consider the K-module homomor-
phism
PRV = L*(0), X ® o dr(X)e,

where K acts on p by the adjoint action. To determine which K-types appear
in the image one has to decompose p ® V¢ into simple K-modules. Let X
denote the outer tensor product representation. Since p = H(RP) X H!(RY) as
K-modules, we find

POV (H(RY) @ HO(RP)) B (M (R) @ HOH 7" (RY)).

Using branching rules for tensor products of O(n)-modules (see e.g. [6]) one
obtains that

Hl(Rn) ® Ha(Rn) o~ Ha-i—l(Rn) e Ha—l(Rn) o) VV,

where H™1(R™) := 0 and W is either 0 or an irreducible O(n)-module which is
not isomorphic to any of the H*(R™). Hence

PRV (HTHRP) @ HOH(RP) ® W) B (HOH 2 (RY) @ HO T2 (RY) @ Wh)
= (HOTY(RP) R HOHH52 (RY)) @ (HOH(RP) R HO 152 (RY)) @ W'
o~ VaJrl @ Va71 @ W/,

where W’ is a sum of simple K-modules that do not appear in 7, i.e. different
from the V7, j € Ny. Hence for X € p we have

drn(X): Ve — Vetl gyet, (8.6)
Putting [83) and ([B.4) together proves the claim since H € a C p. O

Note that both dn(H) and Z?:lz_Q dn(N;)? leave L?(C)yaq invariant. Since

V4N L2(C)yaq is one-dimensional and spanned by Ag;g’q_3(2r) for every a € Ny,
we obtain

Hprq-o05 ;>0 € span{Af "% k= j — 1,7+ 1},
22 A5 € span{AL P ik =5 —2,j— 1,4, +1,5+2}.

which can be viewed as qualitative versions of Propositions and
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