
Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science 

Volume 21 Annual Issue Article 45 

1913 

Butterflies of Chance Occurrence in Cass County, Iowa Butterflies of Chance Occurrence in Cass County, Iowa 

Frank C. Pellett 
Office of State Inspector of Apiaries 

Copyright ©1914 Iowa Academy of Science, Inc. 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Pellett, Frank C. (1913) "Butterflies of Chance Occurrence in Cass County, Iowa," Proceedings of the Iowa 
Academy of Science, 21(1), 347-348. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol21/iss1/45 

This Research is brought to you for free and open access by the Iowa Academy of Science at UNI ScholarWorks. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science by an authorized editor of UNI 
ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact scholarworks@uni.edu. 

https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol21
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol21/iss1
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol21/iss1/45
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias?utm_source=scholarworks.uni.edu%2Fpias%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F45&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol21/iss1/45?utm_source=scholarworks.uni.edu%2Fpias%2Fvol21%2Fiss1%2F45&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@uni.edu


BUTTERFLIES OF CASS COUNTY. 347 

-,; BUTTERFLIES OF CHANCE OCCURRENCE IN CASS COUN'l'Y, 

IOWA. 

. FRANK C. PELLETT. 

The distribution of butterflies is strangely local with many species. 
Not having sufficient data at hand to justify an attempt to catalogue the 
butterflies of this locality, I am led to offer a list of a few species that 
are so seldom seen here as to make it unlikely that they would be taken 
by one making a study of only a few weeks' duration. 

Some species that one would expect to find present in considerable 
numbers have been seen but seldom during the three years over which 
my collecting has extended. Other species known to be fairly common 
only about sixty miles distant have never been met with at all, though 
more or less time has been spent in the field in every month of the 
season. It is a well known fact that the relative abundance varies 
greatly in different seasons. I have noted that some species extremely 
abundant one season will be almost entirely absent, perhaps, the next. 
Those of which only from one to three or four specimens are taken 
during a period of three summers are not very likely to prove abundant 
at any time. 

The Queen. Anosia berenice Cramer. 
On August 31, 1912, I took a single specimen of this species, the 

only one ever taken in this part of the state to my knowledge. The 
difference in coloring between this species and plexippus, its near 
relative, is very marked. It is also somewhat smaller than that 
species. The difference in the markings is not so apparent as in the 
coloring. The camera, unfortunately, does not bring out these 
differences prominently in the photo. 

Clouded Wood Nymph. Satyrus alope nephele Kirby. 
I have found this species to be very abundant in western 

Nebraska and South Dakota. Although from its range it would 
be expected here, I have not found it except on two or three oc­
casions and then only in the varietal form, nephele. 

The Buckeye. Junonia coenia Hubner. 
A single frayed specimen was taken October 17, 1911. I do not 

recall ever seeing another in this locality. 
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'l'he Snout Butterfly. Libythea bachnianni Kirtland. 
From the range given in the books this species may be expected 

almost anywhere, but the only specimen falling under my eye was 
taken on July 8, 1913. 

Cloudless Sulphur. Catopsilia eubule Linnaeus. 
Although this species is reported as of frequent occurrence within 

less than one hundred miles, I have succeeded in taking only one, a 
female, on September 6, 1913. One or two others have been seen on 
the wing that resembled this specimen, but as they were not cap­
tured the identity is uncertain. 

The Mexican Yellow. Terias niexicana. 
The only specimen in my collection is dated August 19, 1912. 

One other specimen of the same species was taken previously, but 
was too badly damaged to be of value. Apparently very rare m 
this locality. 

The Common Eastern Swallowtail. Papilio asterias Fabricus. 
This species is to be taken occasionally, but is by no means com­

mon. Some seasons it 'vill not be seen at all. 

The Papaw Butterfly. Papilio ajax Linnaeus. 
In July, 1912, a specimen of this species was taken at my home, 

the only specimen so far secured. One or two others have been 
seen on the wing which appeared to be the same. The fact that 
its food plant, the papaw, is absent from the locality probably ac­
counts for its rarity. 
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P r,ATE X XXVI 

Frc. 1.- M ex ica n Y ellow Bu tterfly, Terias mexicww. Cass coun ty, August 19, 191 2. 
F IG 2.- Clou ded Wood N y m ph, Satyrus ct/ave, var. nev hele. W lings ope n. Cass 

coun ty, August, 1912. 
FIG. 3.- Buc keye, J1'nonia coenia Hubner. Atla n t ic, Octobe r 17, 1911. 

Frc . 4.-Clou d ed W ood N y mph. "\Vings closed. 
F IG. 5.-The Queen, Anosia bcrenice. Cass coun ty, Aug ust 31, 1912. 
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