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The Pupils of Blankship School Like To Ask Questions . . .

Drawings by John Horns

A Teacher Remembers the Nighitmares of the First Jear

By Rarpu G. NicHors, B.A. 29

EDITOR’S NOTE: These are the nightmares
of a new teacher during that fateful first year,
when the profession offers the greatest challenge.
In periods of alternate despondency and upiift,
Ralph G. Nichols wrote these letters to a friend—
but he never mailed them.

Instead he filed the letters away for no one to
see. Now that he is established as instructor in
speech at the University of Minnesota, he has
unveiled them in the hope that perhaps some of the
17.000 readers of THE ALUMNUS may be interest-
ed. The editors welcome comments and reactions
from readers of the letters.

August 28
Dear Frank:

Boy, Bur I'm HuNGry. I drove my 1918 Ford
down here at about five o-clock, and found it im-
possible to get any supper. I guess school teachers
aren’t supposed to eat anything, or if they are,
their lunches must be carried with them.

By George, Frank, you should see where I am
to teach. You know I got my job by mail, so
the task of finding the school itself was no mean

one. After several inquiries for the Blankship
Consolidated School it was found on a certain
cross-roads, surrounded by corn-fields. The build-
ing itself is quite new, perched on the edge of
nowhere. Only three farm houses are in sight.
What is a fellow to do when he needs a haircut?

When I got here I went right up into the
building to ask the superintendent where I was
to room and board, and got the surprise of my life.
A janitor said I would find him in the book closet.
As I opened the door of the closet I heard a man’s
voice say, “Yes, Lucille, this ninth-grade algebra
is only a dollar ten.”

Intending to impress and over-awe this ninth-
grader with my dignity, I drew myself up and
strode in. Just then Jack Dempsey decided to
come out, and I was knocked backwards nearly a
rod. I think my teeth rattled when I brought up
against the wall across the corridor. I leaped to
attention, thinking to apologize to my superin-
tendent, and then drew back in dismay.

A Match for Jack Dempsey

TOWERING A FULL SIX INCHES over me in height
was the largest girl I've ever seen. She wasn’t

[y

Jack Dempsey, but I swear she could whip him
with one hand. Lucille is a ninth grader. I trem-
ble when I think of what my seniors will look like
tomorrow.

Well, the superintendent told me where to room
and board, and I can’t complain of poor edibles for
there weren’t any. “Teachers aren’t expected for
meals until after school is in session.” The room
is a different proposition. Two little towheads
were eating crackers in it when I arrived. And
right now I can hear scratching noises behind the
plaster. I hope the little beasties stay where they
are.

Professor Walters used to tell us to go to bed
early before the first day of school. It's only
eight-thirty, but I'm going to bed. TI’ll write you
again tomorrow night if I'm able to do so.

Good night,
Nick

August 29

Dear Frank:
I'm ready to quit. I'm so tired I ache in every
bone. School teaching is kind of a nightmare.

I dimly remember about two hundred pairs of
overalls covering the building like a blanket. In
my first class instead of taking down my assign-
ment, the boys scuffed their feet on the floor, and
the girls giggled and commented on their new
teacher, which was me.

Professor Goetch had warned us just what to
do in this case. He said, “Pick out the largest boy
in the class, give him a good shaking, and your
disciplinary troubles will be over.”

I looked for the largest boy—and then kept
right on looking. He’s big enough to be Lucille’s
husband. Finally I grabbed the smallest fellow, a
little tubercular-looking fellow named Critmore,
and shook him. Things did quiet down a little.

Pages of Objectives

RiGHT AFTER scHooL we had a teachers’ meet-
ing where the superintendent (we do hope first
impressions aren’t lasting) dictated pages and
pages of objectives in education which we were to
copy down. We wrote objectives for hours and
then went to a supper consisting chiefly of toma-
toes. I never eat tomatoes and I'm getting hungry.

When I opened the door of my room tonight
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