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Using TPACK to promote effective language teaching in an ESL/EFL

classroom

Abstract

Technology integration in English as a Second Language (ESL) and English as a Foreign Language (EFL)
using Technological Pedagogical And Content Knowledge (TPACK) (Mishra & Koehler, 2006) seems to be a
new territory for teachers and researchers. For this reason, this literature review explores the use of TPACK in
the EFL/ESL classroom. In this review, principles, methods and activities related to English teaching are
reviewed and discussed. Also, the foundations of TPACK, activity types and their applications not only in
other subject areas, but also in the EFL/ESL area are explored. For this purpose, articles, studies and books
were consulted to find literature that explores the integration of technology using TPACK framework. After
analyzing 38 sources including journal articles and books, it was concluded that the application of TPACK in
English teaching has not been explored in extent. Therefore, more empirical studies need to be done to
achieve technology integration in EFL/ESL using TPACK.
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Table 2

Speaking activity types

54

Activity type

Brief description

Possible Technology

Have a conversation with a
partner/small group

Students converse with a
limited number of others in
L2 (improvised or with
prompts).

Audio/Video conference,
telephone

Have a conversation with
a large group

Students converse with a
large group in L2

(e.g. question-and-answer
with a guest speaker,
improvisational performance,
class discussion).

Audio/Video conference

Perform role plays

Students speak in L2 in
character in a simulated
situation (e.g., ordering
dinner in a restaurant,
checking in at the airport,
skit, play, impersonation,
puppet show).

Video camera, audio recorder

Engage in an oral question-
and-answer activity

Students ask and/or answer
questions from others in L2
(e.g., exchange personal
information, request
directions, interact with guest
speaker).

Audio/Video conference

Repeat

Students repeat what
someone else says in

L2 (e.g., tongue-twister
games, “Whisper Down the
Lane™/"Telefono
Descompuesto,” oral
exercises).

Podcast, audio
recorder

Have an informal debate

Students debate an issue in
L2.

Audio/Video conference,
audio recorder

Deliver a presentation

Students deliver an
(in)formal presentation (e.g.,

Presentation software, video
recorder
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