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50 Shades of Green:
Promoting Campus Sustainability through Library Partnerships

Meghann Toohey & Anne Marie Gruber

Introduction

The Charles C. Myers Library at University of Dubuque 1s a campus
leader 1n sustainability. The library staff makes sustainable choices and
are a key part of campus conversations. Going green fits directly with
both the library’s mission to support lifelong learning and the

institutional mission to encourage stewardship of our natural resources.

Paper Reduction

1. Instituted print-release system and have printers default to 2-sided
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Number of paper reams used in the library per year.
(Each ream contains 500 sheets of paper.)

2. Signage and online messages give students ideas for reducing printing

3. Provide electronic-focused services:

o Purchased 5 scanners for student use

Go Green and

Save Cash!

Scan mstead of
photocopying.

« Promote the use of e-reserves for courses, including a label
encouraging users to read on the screen

E-Reserves & Charles C. Myers Library

Copyright Staterment

o Green: Read on the Screen!

e
B Hagen. Scoring the Roll, Chapter 24

« Expanded e-delivery service to reduce photocopying: staff scan
library materials (within copyright), post scans online

4. Staff reuse one-sided paper in offices for printing and scratch paper

_————

Educational Partnerships

1. Created an online sustainability research guide:
hitp.//libguides.dbq.edu/sustainability

UNIVERSITY of DUBUQUE
Find Books Find Articles Find Media About Us Ask Us

Library » LibGuides » Campus Sustainability Admin Sign In
Campus Sustainability

Last Updated: Sep 3, 2013 URL: hitp:Mibguides.dbg.edusustainability = Print Guide 4RSS Updates ] Email Alerts £ SHARE Ov=

Sustainable UD Sustainable Dubuque Sustainable World

Sustainable UD  © Comments(0) & Print Page Search: This Guide ¥| search

Selected books

Thanks to the library's ongoing “Go Green” initiative, paper use in the library decreased by
about 25% in 2 years. How can you help improve our numbers even more?

How can | help?

¢ Read on the computer screen rather than printing
e Ifyou must print, use the CANON printers in the library, which automatically
double-side. Faculty accept assignments printed this way, s0 dontwormyd
« Print PowerPoint slides multiple per page. Don know how? Just ask!
. ulty can save PowerPoint handouts as pdfs to ensure slides are printed multiple
I.

nihra”':i“g Sust ai:“ai;i:[“y in er page. Use dark text on a ]]g]ﬂ bac kgfﬂunﬂ_ which uses less tone
|

Higher Education - Lany H. Litten
(Editor); Dawn Geronimo Terkla
(Editor) e Al ‘print preview' to make sure you're only printing pages you need
Call Number: LB 2324 A34 2007 ¢ Ifyou print something lon istake, ask a librarian to cancel your print right away,
ISBN: 9780470176870 e Place unwanted copies inthe tr rovide

Contact Info
Publication Date: 2007 reus

s
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Anne Marie Gruber

2. Built a collection of campus sustainability materials

3. Web of Life (student environmental organization) collaborations:

o Participate in Zero Waste Challenge for library study break events
o Use library recycling bin signage template 1n other buildings

o Create displays with environmental themes

4. Campus Green Team includes library representatives

5. Computer Graphics department takes discarded popular magazines for
student projects

6. Little Spartans Child Care Center takes clean, used containers donated
by library staff for use in children’s crafts

7. Career Services puts a donation box 1n the library for professional
clothing drive for students

Charles C. Myers Library
University of Dubuque

Other Activities

1. As we transition materials to online, print copies are recycled

2. Among first buildings on campus to provide recycling bins for more
than just paper throughout both public & staff areas

3. Duplicate copies of book club titles are purchased for library Kindles,
reducing negative impact & cost of packaging/shipping process

4. Packaging materials and boxes are saved and reused

Future Directions

1. Library staff wish to expand involvement on campus Green Team

2. Participate in Zero Waste Challenge for additional library events

3. Apply for a grant to purchase/install a water bottle filler that counts
how many plastic water bottles are saved
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The annual library book sale provides a
home for discarded/donated books. Those
not sold are recycled or donated to campus

organizations. Spend $5 and receive a
Charles C. Myers Library tote bag.
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