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Helping behavior viewed from the recipients’ standpoints:
The judgment of elementary and junior high school students
and implications for Moral Education

Tomoe MIYASATO, Hitoshi TAKAHASHI, Atsuko MORIKAWA

The purpose of this study is to clarify the helping behavior viewed from the recipients’
standpoints. A total of 533 elementary and junior high school students responded to our survey. The
respondents were asked whether they want to be helped or not in following three situations: (1) you
fall down; (2) you forget your homework; (3) you are crying behind the school building. As a result,
we found that junior high school students generally want less helping behavior than elementary school
students. For example, in situation 3, the elementary school students wanted to be helped, while most
8th- and 9th-grade students did not want to be helped. These results are useful in Moral Education to

nurture the altruism.
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