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Impacts of Education for Sustainable Development on Geographical Education
Hiroaki Sakaue

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to clarify how Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD) plays important roles in the reformation of geographical education. In this study, I
analyzed the past and current conditions of geographical education with regard to ESD.
Since geographical education was introduced in schools, it has seen various turning points and
improvements. Geographical education has always emphasized its value in each society and
nation as a means of helping students understand the world, contribute to global understanding,
and improve their local communities. Because the aim of geographical education, including its
contents and function, is to interconnect the natural and social sciences, geography makes a
significant contribution to sustainable society. Recently, ESD or its concepts have been built into
geography curricula. I clarified the following: 1) geographical education is strongly influenced
by ESD, because geographical education has a close relationship with the educational policy of
UNESCO and 2) the educational conditions of each area have various impacts on geographical
education.
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