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Compensatory problem solving strategy for improving working memory constraints
Kazunori Otsuka and Makoto Miyatani

A compensatory strategy for improving working memory (WM) constraints that
are experienced when playing a simplified version of Mastermind was investigated.
Formal analysis suggested two feasible play strategies: focusing and tactical.
Although the focusing strategy was expected to cause lower WM load and was
predicted to compensate for WM constraints, it was considered to be theoretically
less efficient than the tactical strategy, which was considered to be theoretically more
efficient, but was expected to cause higher WM load. The performance of 45 junior
college student participants who were induced to use the two strategies was assessed
in Experiment 1. The WM level of all participants as measured by the Reading Span
Test indicated a low span. Results indicated that the focusing strategy was more
effective than the tactical strategy. In Experiment 2, 10 college student participants
increased their spontaneous use of the focusing strategy. These results suggest that
the focusing strategy compensates for WM constraints of participants with a low
span. The effects of the compensatory strategy for WM constraints in problem

solving are discussed.
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ol 2ERORAEMIL, AR TR 27 (F(1,20)=0.05, ns),

Table 2
-1 BE RS O 8 B8 4% K (Pearson @ r, N=45)

Bl 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1. RSTHR B A% - 33 7 Ad -.14 -.05 .16 .04 =22 -.08
2. Raven 7 A b - 32 7 -45 7 -31 7 42 7 33 7 -35 ° -31 7
3. FREER - -32 7 -24 .23 14 -.09 -.09
4. B 5 F K RITEK = 65 77 -92 77 -62 77 77 7 62 7
5. BT 7 s AT E B — -65 " -90 56 7 79 7
6. ERFBMARYT — L% = 61 7 -81 7 -63 "
7. EREE FRE AR S — A K — -54 " -77 "
8. EAFMEEERK = 74 "

9. HEE 7R BB XK B

“p<.01,"p<.05

Raven 7 X & D1EBY Raven 7 A b EMOBPER OFEEZ £ & D72 DD, Table 2 T 5, Raven
T A MIEOTRTORELHEENH Y, Raven 7 A OB/ APEWVIZEARAERBEOKEDL TS
Tz, Hotelling D3 (EE,1965) (2 X - T, Raven 7 A b DGR & & FKREHFRITEIE & OFE D
2 SOAEE (1(42)=-0.37, ns), FRERE L ORD 2 SO (1(42)=0.73, ns), BEEEE L OED 2 >0
FABE (£(42)=-1.25, ns) DA BEIWC OV TRE LR, AEET kol
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AREBRERIL, RST DRERD SITEARVEICHEIND ERBMNEF IV CRIBAT OB W
WHBRARFICBEOE TR AN L2 RTHDOTHY, Figure 1 O C /¥ — U BRI,
BRI T SR B A IR ERIC AT, U—F 27 A ) BEBOFIND DR L HEROTEN
DOEROEREPRECHo L EXOND, —F, BRABIERSNEDTV —F L 7 AEY ~
DREBATWEME L, BWIFFBAARCESEEIMELELEEXbN D, BEFRIZIBSWNT, F
AL > TH U —F 7 A2 Y BROHENLFASCHEICEELEX DI L 2R T /R
Thd,

ARER &R CRREICR T 5B A7 L8RI5 IR R O 3 ATEI$Z Lk U 72 Laughlin et al. (1982)
DERTIE, WEGHCRITERICEEZI R AERBRLFIET IR Ch o7z, AERTIT
ERBMEOT—F L AT YVEFEL, ANUHBADR 2.0 b LLIT 25 DEAASRVEICRICHOR
SENB#ETH o7z, L2 L, Laughlin et al. (1982) DHFFETIX, ERBMEOV —F L 7S AE IR
BEIBEINTVWRY, LEBR-T, HOEDERICEBWTE, FIAFKICL 2 REARIIERSMN
BTSN S D, ZOAR, AERLIIERVFIAFECLIERBATOREE
BHRONRDSTEFERO1DEEZXBND, £72, AERTRERBEICBNC, | F—2F0E
fla—K&7 4 — Xy 7 HERITEMO LD ULMEE CE o7z, LA L, Laughlin et al. (1982)
DEBRTIILI S —2FOINLOBERITITNCHEFNRTHY, AEBRRELREORETHY 22
DOBEOLBATIIDRL RoTWE, LENR-T, AERBENERTHHFERONE L FEHD
B3O OEBRBEICHAL Y, FRORBARMICEIDZTV—F 7 AE I ERBRICLDHIHOE
ERFRIZHOONLZEEXDBND,

Raven 7 A b DHEIL, V—F 07 AV BT 5BEBIEOTDITHLEREROER & RFFIC
BEE L TU 5 (Carpenter et al., 1990), AEBRIZI T 5 Raven 7 A b D5 & ERBEOKE & O
B, EANUVEICBNTH Y —F 0 7 AE U FROFIKIC K 2RBR~DEEBIIBAENH D
TLETRBTLIERTHD, L, EBRAHBEEN, BIFFBEGERMET O L Raven 7 A b
DERALOHBRKICEEZ I kholz, FIKIC X 2EEARDEN & Raven 7 X hDEFR & D
BIZOWTHE, A%ORINEETH D,

EHFRBEORHE TH ST ESEOEYEL, H-group & L-group I CHEZEIX o7, BEE
AITEIEKICIB T D H-group & L-group MIDAFEZEMAIL, EBRBMNEOEHIREASICEISbOT
R ole Z EMRRBIND, —F, BFREHEITERTREGORITERO S & ADFHEER
bivle, ZORRITEAFBEFRT I, ERSMNF OEHRIER P ERERICEEL T
Tl L BTRBRTHRERTH D,

FEBR 1 T, ERBNEF OBRRFEOFIIIERNIHEF SINTZbDThole, Lich-T, £
BREMEVEBICED L I RFEEFIRAT 200 OV TR STV 2R, FEBR 2 TIX, EBR
1 DX S ICHFBOFARERBICHEH SN TOARWEEIZBIT 5 FBROFBIZ OV TR 21T,
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Laughlin et al. (1982) DFFFETIE, EEICHEEZRIRTE 54546, ERSME OE LG & 8IS
ORI ABEECAEBEET R o7z, ZOBRIZ, FEOEBBATICED O TERTIE & BIF IR
FREFAINLZLERTLOTHY, FROBBAFMIFEROBIRITIIHE LRl L%
RIEEL T3,

EE | THIA L7 4 7 TR 3 EOBYEL b O 5 IR Mastermind 3R, 4 Kkt 3 MORIRTF
BIZB2AREREL AR TH D LB 2 bD (Laughlin et al,, 1982), D X 9 el R ERE
2B 5 H &L SREBAROBEEIZ O\ T, Bruner, Goodnow, & Austin (1956) 1%, EEICMBIIZE D2
HHEZ 1RSI ENTETHD LWV IBREETIE, ERSMBFITLVEBEBAFTHD R RDS
BEFMBATDZLERRLTND, LdoT, RERBEICEWTHERSMF LRV RLEAM
DOLIRVERFBOFMBAENEL 252 LBTFHREND,

Laughlin et al. (1982) D#FFET, FHBEORBEARICE L b T E R & BT FEOFAEICHEEZE
BHOLNEP-EERE LT, FBROTEAFRIFALTH, EREMEO T —F I ATV FRIZ
X o T, BERTICRIZTTEER R TRhRPoLFEELRH TN D, ZORERIT 572D,
EBR 1 LRRCERSMEOY —F U VATV FEEAZLZZEE LIEBRHAPLETH D, £,
Laughlin et al. (1982) DFFSETIX, 7 — LD FIERON—LDFHA DL TERSME T ERFTEZH
BT BHEN) FHEE ThHol, ZOFEE T, ERSINE OELTIE L BT OTLEAT D&
W 2BHMB AR+ Thofc LHERIEN D, BEDOFKEOFAITENE TOHEOF AR
FIRIIBICEE XN D Z & 55 (Ericsson & Kintsch, 1995), A EBR TIXEBRBNNAZ \TE R & 8T
FEEH O UORBRIE, ZhbOHEEFIARERE O HFREFBEEICOVWTIRET 2,

&

EREME ESIRFFEHE 104 B4, KM 14), FHEE 204 5% &EHE - 1921 5%,
T, TRCOERBMEIT Y 2 OBREICELT6 »y AULORBREHY, ZoFEXAELTD
BEIZHE LB ThHo . T, BEICIDTF =L B2 ToRBROH 5 ERSMEF XV R o T,

RST DIE HEBR1 LFLU,

FHE ERISERELERFED 2 OIIbII LN, 5 BfIchbsTiThivle, £7, 1B A
WCEBRBMELBIX LT RST BMThivi, 2 A BIX, MEREIC K DERGT LI T OZR
BN TN, 22T, ERSNEICREORANITON, BRFMEME 10 77— L LB
MLt 10 7' — A0 Thiic, E&EGORITIEIII T U2 NNT RS nT, EREITERL LRLT
FiETHRAFBOREEIT 7=, ®IZ3 BEICh > TERBENMTbIZ, ERFEIIRWVT,
ERSMEOFBEOFNRIZER T2 /7 ML VISR o7, FERSMEZ, 1 BITHOZ
10 /' — L §OEBRBREEZIT o7,

R
RST RN ABEROFEEIL 2.2, SDIX0.2, REFEROFHMEIL 4.7, SDIL58 TH-oT,
RERE MERECBTARTEE, RRS— L%, Eo— FEEMNAEKICET 5 &5E



DOEHEER LTz b DM Table3 TH D, FHEEOEBFIEIIERL LELTHD, BITEE, MR
F— 28, Eila— FEENHAEKICET 2 EEEOFEHEICELT, tREEXITo7, TORE,
ORI R BRI T BE S R I R A BICRITEIE 3 72 < ((9)=-2.41, p<.05), FRRFUIZ<
(#9)=3.16, p<.05), Bl = — FEEFRAEZIID L WMEMDR H Y (#(9)=-2.14, p<.10) BHEN L H2 > 7,

EBR 2 @%%{¢0)§aﬁﬁlﬁliﬁt-ﬁﬁe‘9&/f~ix*§;zr-a%eﬁg o — REER A EROFEHE ZERE)
(N=10) RATEEK BB — 28K HEHEEK

BRI 5.60 (0.56) 9.00 (1.15) 0.24 (0.16)

BRI 5 6.53 (1.02) 7.30 (1.64) 0.45 (0.26)

RERBFBEITHEITDAHE 10 F— 2T X CTREAFKEAAL-ERSINE 2+ ERFEFRE L
L, 10 F—AHEAFRUSNOFIE GFIA L EBRSME 2% 0o FEFIAE & Uiz, Table 4
X, BEFBAAE L ZOMOFBERRAEONSERLIZbDOTHD, EAFEFAEOALIZHE
LT, £BEE1B8H, 288, 3BBCBVT 2 HWMEITo/ER, 3 B BBV TERTIF
HEDOANE 9 £)BZOMOFHLFIALZAKN £) X0 bEEICE 27 (A1, N=10)=6.40,
p<.05),

Table 4
ERGFIRE & 2ot FERIAE DA
1A 2HH 3B
ERFFIRE 7 6 9
Z DAL 5 MR AE 3 4 1
E5
KEBROHEEREL O LR, EBRBEED 3 SORIET XTIV TE AT KEMEDREN
Ehot, ZORRIT, ER1OBREZERTILOTHS, £z, ERFEIABICBVWTER

FEFIREDOANBDNBEEICS o1z, BANXVHOERSIMENERBATODLWHKEEFIRTS
BENEL DI L2 TRBRTHERTH S, Bruneretal (1956) 1%, RATHRIITEATODL LR 2
BXORFMERNMBTAZLREBRLTEY, AMFRICEBVTHLRBEOHEARA LN EWVWZ D,

2ERHERE

D—F T AEY LHENHR
RO BEIL, PBERRICIITEY —F 7 A€ Y FROKIM L ZNERMET 2 HBICONT



BT 8 Thole, EBRFBEL LT, BIBICEKE L2RWEES 2B Th 5 i 5 R Mastermind 7#
BL WS ERBEEAFIA L, ERFEOMPFIEL LT, BRE~ORBAFIB VARV
HREEZEROBREREIT L - L A RO A L, MRE~OEBAWLHET I HFHETHD
DRR DT D OREEMOBERRBITR L 2 2ERFRIZOVTHRET LT,

EBR 1, 2B BEANSCEICHEY T 2 ERBINE L, ERFKEFA LBE ORENENT T
BERALEBSICHR—BL TR ELTWe, ZORIE, Figure 1128175 C ¥ — 2 XFF
TORRTHD, T7abb, MREOTIEAWELMET 2 K THLERFKIL, TEATIED
DRBINIIED BT A EZRIRA LG E L bEESM ET 2 Z LR I T, RERBESE
DFFFBRICBVW T, ERAFBENATIZLICE s TTI—F 7 AT ) ~ORBEBATIHEIN,
BN EFALZEA L0 bBESAE L LIS h D, —F, BIFHIRFI AR, TEA
OB L > T —F 7 A2 ) OLBEFRREOHKID DEEOELIC /el o7z LRI S L
5. £z, BREVMEBICED LD RABEFAT 200 OVTREI L72ER 2 ITBWT, R
EIIRBAFMODROVFBEEBICHAT AL TR Z ENTBRENT, U EORERND, FHK
WCEBT—F U T A Y ~OEBAROENVIC L » THRIEMRIAENEZEL TS 2 LARBR SN,
=% 7 AF ) ~ORBARFEHET 2 HFBOFENEN R I T,

McNamara & Scott (2001) <> Turley-Ames & Whitfield (2003) DHFFE Tix, RSTRL OST &\ o7 U —
FUAEYVREIZBWCY —F Y FNEERREST I OOREDEREIEERA VD Z LICX 2HEE
FATFOEBATOEBARBEOR LICEELI-Z LBRRESNTWS, AFERICBN TSRS
BEOHKIZEL HRBAMOEBICE > T, V=% 2AE) ONBERZIRMICHATE S X
IRV AEN A E Lz EHERIE NS, 0L D ICARERBEICKIT 3 EAFKIT, RREDOTE
AMEMELEKOSH 27 —F 0 7 AE ) OLEERY LV HFRMICFATE 2 LoIcTd2L %
AREIC LTeHEM IR CTH D Z E BRSNS,

¥ 72 McNamara & Scott (2001) <° Turley-Ames & Whitfield (2003) DFFFEIZEB N TIE, T—F 7 A
TUBREICB T 2RIEFEIEODRITIER U EHORICA BN, APFRICBVTIE, ERSM
BT XNTPEANRCEICHBESNE ARV L OUBIZITE 2dyofz, RANSUVEE, BR/SURR
TOREMRRICBIT 2 HFEOEBIIOWTIIASROBETH D, REEHKZ D LI ULILER SR
\231F % H-group & L-group B2} 5 LB TiX, L-group DEERITEE NS WMER N HoT2H D
DFHBEER L ORBEERITA LN o7z, Figure 1 TR SN2 RIEMRIICET 5 58 & GO B
B, V—F ATV RBOBAZILLI 2 TED I ICEDNE =V PR S TN DDITON
Th, SHOBHBLETH D,

T—% 7 A% ) OEAZER, Z<OBKRBMEHLEEL WD Z LR ERHEN, V—F 7
AEVRECBNTEANSNVBIIAOEIN D ERSNE M OBRBINEBICIB VTS Lok
BETRTZ ENEL OFERTHRE STV 5 (Hambrick et al., 2005), £7-, KA SVEICHESH
2 EBRBINE OBRBATEDCBT 2 EOWEIL, HENH ORENBA»D bRFAVNLEL X
NEBEERRTHD, V—F 7 AE Y ~ORLEBAT LR 2 M EAOFIEOR AL, mkEB3R
BICBT 2RBEUEBDOTZDDEYRERD 1 5THD Z L BNAFEERNLRRENS,



AEERIZEBE L Raven TR b

RST X OST & W27 U —F 7 AE UBRBOMME L Raven 7 A b DA & ORI OEBE ZBRFT L
T-HATHRFR TIE, 0.30 FREE DABBIMRELAS & H AL TV % (Conway et al., 2002; Engle et al., 1999; Kane et
al., 2004), ABFFEIZIBVTSH Raven 7 A b EARERBEOLRERICFREOHENZ N, &
EBRHEN, VX AT VRELRZFCTV XV I ARV ERE2VLBELTHIRETHL LY
TRTOHRTH D,

Carpenter et al. (1990) (%, Raven 7 A h OFRBEICBIT DERIEDOHHND, V—F U T AEVIC
R ENTZTEL DFEBRERIFTE B0 L0 ) R Raven T A NOFRIEICHEEZ RIZTEELRE
HTHAHZELERBLTNS, MEERICBONTY—F 7 AT FBOKEVWERSMEIL, X
DEDTREOHEEZRETLHZENTELIVEEERT EHRSND, LEB-T, UV—F
7 AT Y BESLABIZEIC BT S RIEMFRIETE & Raven 7 2 b OFBITHEBERA LN S LHAE D
(Verguts & De Boeck, 2002), —75, Raven 7 R bk Dk & BT TS Stk O FE K OE R &0
FAR & DHEBIRBUCHE BEIZ R o T, BERRBRICEWTHASTKIC L 2EBATOEVNY
—X 7 AFYBREPCRaven 7 A MT X o THIESNDBEAZLHEICED K S ITBEET 2 DM
DNWT, SR I LICHEMRBFNILETH D,

T—FX T AR ARVBEOREEZ TV —F 7 ATV REOREL LTHIAL, baBEDS
WRABRBIZ BT 2 ERSNE OMPBRERNT 256, BROV—F L 7 AF Y ANRVEEE
AW Z & BB XL TV B (Conway et al., 2005), ABFFETIX, Raven 7 A b & OREIZOWVWTH
BRE TN T —F U F AT UBREL LTIE RST OALMFIAL TV, REBRFEEL RST
S DT —F 0 7 A Y AN VRBE L OBEICOVWTHRHNTILERHDLTHA I,
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