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Preliminary research on the dominant factors in paranormal beliefs (2):
Effects of social — psychological factors

Kiriko SAKATA and Makoto IWANAGA

Department of Behavioral Sciences,Faculty of Integrated Arts and Sciences,
Hiroshima University

Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to examine effects of dominant social-psychological
factors on paranormal belief. I focused three explanatory variables: attitude toward science, mass
media use and interpersonal communication about paranormal phenomena. Four hundred and
eighty-two undergraduates (225 women and 257 men) completed the paranormal belief scale, the
attitude toward science scale, questions about their mass media use, and questions about their
interpersonal communication about paranormal phenomena.

By factor analysis, paranormal belief was classified into four groups: supernatural power, ghost
and reincarnation, superstition, and existences of undefined creatures and cultures. As a result of
multiple regression analysis, paranormal belief were positively associated with the acceptance of
those phenomena in interpersonal communication. Belief about supernatural power and belief
about ghost and reincarnation were also associated with a factor in attitude toward science,
spirituality. Women and men were very different from each other in dominant factors on belief in
superstition and belief in existences of undefined creatures and cultures.

Key words : paranormal belief, attitude toward science, mass media use, interpersonal communication
about paranormal phenomena
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Wk ERTNED LW IMBEITMRRTE, E/IIENDIEVIHIBEREFERTHRTLERCTES, 2
nzlT [#EHiEE] BFLEs, E£3RFE., EMekatRsERTL2RAEOHEE » 5K
ENTwahizod, BT, Ihit [BHttRER] BFLs, 28, $4RFR [BHEEZAHEOE
BRBICKVICHMLCE] O 1HEL2ECEFTL WD o72DOT, UTOGHP LN 5,
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Table 1. &#FBHHONTFANE

H ] EIRF $2RF S3BF F4BFT
EIHRT . BERERK

5 ZhBPb, BHENEES LT ABEER ALY 674 019 016 -271

2 HBEIFAEEFERIILACELDOAFICLATEDOLFHFKREN 666 017 125 -.081

8 AHEIE., BFEOEELVEPZIIZLDLDEE ST 556 -.063 130 234

14 R rBEHLTELL, HOBSFAFALCEI R AD 512 -203 .199 .066

11 ACTHLREMCEELLY ET20EENTH LY .398 -.384 217 .097

EV T
1 B#Erbo ks, HRT0H 50 LMENBEEINL TS 045 682 020 .143
4 HoOPIREETEHBATEZVLDIE 2V .006 634 -.107 028
10 BAHFEHLEZELFOUNE, AEIRb bk EE)  -119 539 .358 040
13 NEOKENES (AR ED PR, BEFENETESTEMIAPo TS -235 519 .130 .093

BIWT . HEitRES

9 ARAERIZE BT, EUBRIER W 044 163 685 -.026

3 FRIATHNI, MPLEELL I LIIFEFIIRITH S 041 116 537 012

6 AxiE, bobHMEREERTLIRETHS 271 -.106 438 -072

12 ABRTo20EHEE b o THEEDLRER 114 -.043 412 127

15 A4DEFERPARLICEMNITIOH, EHPLLFTH LY .298 -.095 .394 .008
"""" 7 R ANEOEEREICACICEMLTCEZY 7034 160 035 775
FHE (%) 20.7 15.9 9.6 8.0

a;, ZHHOEHEIR, BTREHEIMORET, POMORTFIZIEmCARL TV 2720, REILOBICIZEBRL 7,
b, BARFIIREE 7 LrELBAML T Ed o720, RELOBIZIZERAL .
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ERIFLET S .309 642 .195 275
14 Bkt izFET 2 203 626 .292 .204
10 |PACBEKTLZ L HD 387 .594 .288 .188
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ILIBIAIBERZ AT L X w2 B 111 135 636 151
5 fiticBE Y FTRITECEI DL S 102 278 613 -.066
17 MBEEIZL o> THREZHNSLZLIITRETH S 036 .097 A78 010
AT AR -®HE T
4 HRIXACEFHEAFERL TS 213 .159 -.052 713
20 FRIOHIEBIFHEAHTEAv -V THD 115 .155 204 640
12 BRRFEHACETIEELRLTVS 134 093 .061 608
8 L—KBEEIFEL: 287 255 060 422
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BEREZ [BETIBEIATEZ0I0] L LTHRI A X T 1 TICHEMT 5 A0S, EEIC [R%#
BB L LS ET5] YAXATA TIZOEMT AERIDH S EEREL TW5b, Table 3 205,
THL)BUDOHFPTAAT A TICESEMLTWLZ bbb, $72, ML EMIBOXE
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CHEBIZZORITNIBEEEIIOTH S, 612, [BReH] & [LWEBE] oBEEEXAFRLE
box [BENOBEEE] L L, TR [WE] & (6T - Rt - £FhEDD ] OFF%
[ZOEEE]. LB AEREOBAMK] & [MERIC X 2HEHM] o0&t [REOEEE]L
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Table 3 °5. RKFFICBITI2HEEFH L UKL, TRE] DA TRIBEIEMEBRICLZELAEE
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Table 3. RIS & OHPIFURHNIZ - HBEBO FEA

PES) Y -

/ol B o Mo PR Y EMEEO BEMEERO
(N=257) (N=255) F%I% (N=252) (N=230) FE%H R HEH

HERREEE
HERES 5-25 11.0 12.3 *ok 11.8 11.5 ns ns
£ 5-25 135 16.1 *k 14.9 14.6 ns ns
*HE 5-25 12.1 14.1 s 13.1 12.9 ns ns
L HBA Ay - RO 4-20 10.1 10.0 ns 9.9 10.1 ns ns
FEH
BHEAME R 4-20 12,5 135 * 12.9 13.1 ns ns
BT REIR 4-20 9.5 8.0 Hk 8.7 8.9 ns ns
SR E AR 4-20 12.0 11.7 ns 12.1 116 + *
TARXT 4 TIERE 0-16 6.0 4.8 *k 5.4 5.5 ns *k
SHCBIIREREEEE
BEEH 0-24 1.2 1.0 ns 1.1 1.0 ns ns
4 0-24 2.1 2.5 ns 2.6 2.0 + ns
*AE 0-24 2.6 4.3 ** 3.4 3.3 ns ns
HBAE Ay - W3 0-24 2.2 1.8 ns 2.2 1.8 ns ns

E D 4+p<.10;  *p<.05; **p<01
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A A
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FEth it FRE AR 12.5 11.6 114 11.8
YA RAT AT R 5.6 5.3 6.5 4.5
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Ty ATV T4 XBEICLHEMRBHOWEIT o720 FEBKE OB % Table 5 (2, EEFSF O
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NOBEBRIIOVTHRFEIIBIT 2 EEE L EMEREROREPEEEORER L 2o T,

Tabl5. EEFSHICHWZERBOMBREK

PN1 PN2 PN3 PN4 S1 S2 S3 MD Cl c2 C3

BEHREZRE
PN1 &S]

PN2 & 63

PN3 */15 33 .50

PN4 B4 4y - #B3CH 48 47 .23

B
S1 BHEARERX 12 28 20 .24
S2 B B 04 -13 14 09 -12
S3 FE i R EE .29 .35 23 .28 .26 .09

MD < R X714 T HEREE 13 03 -07 24 -02 .07 14

KB B HERE

Cl @i DHEE 27 20 04 26 01 -04 15 .24
C2CEDEEE 23 29 06 25 07 -09 20 13 58
C3REDHER 09 18 3% 16 07 08 18 -01 21 .29

C4 B4y - BXHOHEE .13 .16 .00 40 .07 .05 .23 31 .56 .50 .25

T IR T
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