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INTRODUCTION

This report is intended to provide model ordinances for common situations for county highway
departments and local street departments in Indiana where no current sample or model ordinance
is readily available. Information to prepare model ordinances was collected from other Indiana
counties and municipalities. Some of the model ordinances were created at the request of local
highway and street departments.

The purpose of this report was not to duplicate regulations already in place such as where state
governments cover issues such road signage, or traffic control, but to provide references for
situations that have no other regulation or where specific needs might not be covered by other
regulation. Such an example is the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. This manual
does not cover political signs, or realty signs.

The model ordinances included in this report might be common in some counties but not so in
others. The intent was to provide a reference so each county could determine what its own needs
are and a starting point to meet those needs.

Consultation with local legal counsel is suggested prior to implementing any ordinance contained
in this report. While these ordinances can be a starting point the local counsel has the training to
insure legal conflicts and specific provisions are enforceable, should the ordinances be
challenged in court.







SIGNS



Appendix E
Model Sign Ordinance



CODE OF THE TOWN/VILLAGE OF
ARTICLE I, Signs
§ 1. Legislative intent.

The purpose of this Article is to promote and protect the public health, welfare and safety by regulating
signs of all types. It is intended to:
e stabilize and reinforce property values to protect private and public investment
* preserve and reinforce the natural, historic, and architectural qualities of neighborhoods
¢ establish and enhance aesthetic and architectural compatibility within neighborhoods and
commercial areas
e create a regular and impartial process for businesses and/or persons seeking to erect signs
e reduce sign or advertising distractions and obstructions that may conttibute to traffic accidents,
reduce hazards that may be caused by signs overhanging or projecting over public rights-of-way

It is the intent of the Town/Village Board that the primary function of a sign shall be the identification of
the location or occupant of a parcel of land.

§ 2. Title.
This Article shall hereinafter be known and cited as the "Town/Village of Sign Law."

§ 3. Definitions.
(additions and/or deletions may be necessary depending on how a particular town or village government
is structured)

As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

ABANDONED SIGN -- A sign which for a period of 90 consecutive days has not correctly directed or
exhorted any person, advertised a bona fide business, lessor, owner, product or activity conducted or
product available on the premises where such sign is displayed.

ADVERTISING SIGN -- That copy on a sign describing products or services being offered to the public.

A-FRAME SIGN -- A specific type of portable sign that is typically constructed or shaped in the form of
the letter "A."

ANIMATED SIGN -- Any sign which includes action or motion, or whose copy is changeable by other
than direct manual intervention.

AREA OF COPY -- The entire area within a single continuous perimeter composed of squares, rectangles,
circles, ovals or any other geometrical shape which enclose the extreme limits of the message,
announcement or decoration on a fascia, wall or freestanding sign.

AREA OF SIGN -- The area of the largest single face of the sign within a perimeter which forms the
outside shape, including any frame, or forms an integral part of the display, but excluding the necessary
supports or uprights on which the sign may be placed. If the sign consists of more than one section or
module, all areas will be totaled.

AWNING -- A roof-like covering consisting of any pliable material attached to a rigid frame.

BANNER -- A temporary sign composed of lightweight material either enclosed or not enclosed in a rigid
frame, secured or mounted so as to allow movement of the sign caused by movement of the atmosphere.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT -- The Town/Village of Building Department.
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CANOPY and/or MARQUEE -- A structure of canvas on a framework sheltering an area or forming a
sheltered walk to the entrance of a building.

CHANGEABLE COPY (AUTOMATIC) -- A sign such as an electronically or electrically controlled
public service time, temperature, and date signs, message centets or reader boards, where different copy
changes are shown.

CHANGEABLE COPY (MANUAL) -- A sign on which copy is changed manually in the field, i.e., reader
boards with changeable letters or changeable pictorial panels.

COMMERCIAL USE -- Any business whose primary purpose is retail or wholesale trade, any
nonprofessional customet service (such as shoe repair, tailoring, laundry, photography or hairstyling) or
customer service office uses (such as bank loan offices, insurance agents, travel agents or tax return
preparers), including restaurants, bars, hotels, motels, and theaters.

COMPLEX, COMMERCIAL -- One or more parcels occupied by more than two commercial use tenants.

COMPLEX IDENTIFICATION SIGN -- A sign identifying a complex but which does not include
identification of any individual business within the complex.

COMPLEX, OFFICE -- A building larger than 10,000 square feet that is occupied by more than two
business tenants.

CONSTRUCTION SIGN -~ A temporary sign erected on the premises on which construction is taking
place, during the period of such construction, indicating the names of the architects, engineers, landscape
architects, contractors and similar persons or firms having a role or interest with respect to the structure or
project.

DIRECTIONAL SIGN -- Any sign commonly associated with and limited to information and directions
necessary and convenient for persons coming on the property, including signs marking entrances, parking
areas, one-way drives, rest rooms, pickup and delivery areas and the like.

DIRECTORY SIGN -- Any sign containing a list of the names of business establishments located within a
building complex. The style, lettering and color for all tenants identified on such signs shall be substantially
similar. No logos shall be permitted on such signs.

DOUBLE-FACED SIGN -- Any two-faced sign utilizing both faces or surfaces for display purposes.
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT -- The Town/Village of Engineering Department.

ERECT -- To build, construct, alter, repair, display, relocate, attach, hand, place, suspend, affix or maintain
any sign, and shall also include the painting of exterior wall signs.

FARM STAND -- A facility from which agricultural or nursery products produced on the premises where
the facility is located are offered for retail sale.

FREESTANDING -- Any sign not affixed to a building.

FRONTAGE -- The total length of the property line of a parcel bounded by or abutting a public highway
right-of-way.

FRONT YARD -- Any open, unoccupied space on the same lot with the building or structure, extending the
full width of the lot and situated between the street line and the front lines of the building.
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GOVERNMENTAL SIGN -- A sign erected and maintained pursuant to and in discharge of any
governmental function or required by any law or ordinance or governmental regulation.

GRAND OPENING SIGN -- A temporary sign permitted for 30 days only to announce the opening of a
completely new enterprise or the opening of an enterprise under new management.

GROUND LEVEL -- The average ground elevation within 10 feet measured horizontally of the sign base.

HEIGHT -- The vertical distance between the ground level under a sign and the highest point of the sign
structure.

HOUSE OF WORSHIP -- Any structure in which any recognized religion that has a tax-exempt status
meets to practice its religion.

IDENTIFICATION SIGN -- A sign which is limited to the name, address and number of a building,
institution, complex or person.

ILLEGAL SIGN -- Any sign for which a valid Town/Village of sign permit has not been obtained
and which is not exempt from the provisions of this Article.

ILLUMINATED SIGN -~ Any sign which emanates light either by means of exposed tubing or lamps on its
surface or by means of illumination transmitted through the sign surface or which reflects lights from a
source intentionally directed upon it.

INTERIOR PROPERTY LINE -- Property lines other than those fronting on a street, road or highway.

LOGO -- A symbol, graphic, trademark or emblem commonly associated with or representing a specific
entity, product or concept.

LOT -- Any parcel of real property recorded in deed form filed in the Seneca County Cletk's office.
MAJOR TENANT -- A tenant in an office complex that occupies more than 50% of said complex.
MESSAGE -~ Wording or copy on a sign.

NONCONFORMING -- Any sign which was lawfully erected and maintained prior to the effective date of
this Article or any amendments thereto.

OFF-PREMISES SIGN -- Any sign advertising or calling attention to any business or activity not located
on the same continuous parcel of real estate as the sign, or any sign, advertising or calling attention to any
commodity or service not sold or offered upon the same continuous parcel of real estate as the sign.

OWNER -- A person recorded as such on official records, and including but not limited to a duly
authorized agent, purchaser, devisee or any person having a vested or contingent interest in the property in
question.

PARCEL -- A piece of real property which is defined on an approved subdivision map recorded with the
Assessment Department of the Town/Village or is legally defined on a survey map certified by a licensed
land surveyor or engineer.

PERMANENT SIGN -- A sign for which a permit has been issued pursuant to the provisions of this Article
for the period stated in the permit.

PERMIT STICKER -- A sticker affixed either to the face or the channel of a sign visible from the ground
denoting that the sign to which it is affixed has been authorized by town/village officials pursuant to the
provisions of this Article.
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PLANNING BOARD -- The Town/Village of Planning Board.

POLITICAL SIGN -- A temporary sign announcing or supporting political candidates or issues connected
with any national, state or local election.

PORTABLE SIGN -- A sign designed or constructed in such a manner that it can be moved or relocated
without involving any structural or support changes.

PRIMARY COMPLEX IDENTIFICATION SIGN -- Complex identification sign located on a parcel's
primary frontage.

PRIMARY ENTRANCE -- The entrance primarily used by customers/guests to enter the building.

PRIMARY FRONTAGE or SECONDARY FRONTAGE -- Where a parcel has more than one public
highway

PRIVATE SALE SIGN -- A temporary sign advertising the sale of personal property at house sales, garage
sales, rummage sales and the like.

PROJECTING SIGN -- A sign that is wholly or partly dependent upon a building for support and which
projects more than 18 inches from such building. These types of signs should be encouraged in high
pedestrian use areas (traditional main streets) or areas where pedestrian activity is to be encouraged.
Projecting signs should be limited in all other areas.

PUBLIC SERVICE INFORMATION SIGN -- Any sign intended primarily to promote items of general
interest to the community such as time, temperature and date, atmospheric conditions, news or traffic
control, etc.

REAL ESTATE SIGN -- A sign pertaining to the sale or lease of the premises, or a portion of the premises,
on which the sign is located, excluding, however, "sold-by" signs.

ROOF -- Any building surface whose slope is less than two vertical units to one horizontal unit.

ROOFLINE -- The top edge of the roof or top of the parapet, whichever forms the top line of the building
sithouette.

ROOF SIGN -- Any sign erected upon, against or directly above a roof or on a top of or above the parapet
of a building.

ROTATING SIGN -- Any sign or portion of a sign that moves in a revolving or similar manner, but not
including multi-prism indexing signs.

SECONDARY COMPLEX IDENTIFICATION SIGN -- Complex identification sign located on a parcel's
secondary frontage(s).

SIGN -- Any identification, description, illustration or device illuminated or non-illuminated which is
visible from any public place or is located on private property and exposed to the public and which directs
attention to a product, service, place, activity, person, institution, business or solicitation, including any
permanently installed or situated merchandise, or any logo, painting, banner, pennant, placard or temporary
sign designated to advertise, identify or convey information, with the exception of window displays and
national flags. "Signs" shall also include all sign structures.

SIGN STRUCTURE -- Any structure which supports, has supported or is capable of supporting a sign,
including the decorative cover.
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SINGLE-TENANT SITE -- Any building or buildings, structure or structures located on a single parcel and
used by one enterprise.

SOFFIT SIGN -- A sign affixed to the underside of a roof overhang adjacent to a store or other commercial
premises.

STORE FRONT -- In a single tenant building, the linear distance of a building facing a street or right-of-
way and which contains the main entrance to the building. In a complex, the linear distance of that wall
which has the primary access to the out-of-doors.

STREET -- A public highway, road or thoroughtare which affords the principal means of access to adjacent
lots, measured from property line to property line.

STREET NUMBER PLATE -- A non-electric sign identifying the number and/or name of the street where
a specific building is located.

TEMPORARY SIGN -- Any sign permitted pursuant to the provisions of this Article other than a
permanent sign.

TOWN/VILLAGE BOARD -- The Town/Village of Board.

TRADITIONAL MAIN STREET — A commercial and/or mixed use street(s) where the structures are not
set back from the front property line, i.e. where structures are immediately adjacent to the sidewalk.
Typically these areas are older, historic business districts that are the center of the community, although
newer districts constructed in a traditional manner and new infill construction falls into this category of
traditional main street. These areas are often based on pedestrian traffic and therefore require different
regulations for signs compared to those for commercial districts based on automobile or higher speed
traffic.

WALKWAY SIGN -- A sign affixed to the underside of a permanent, covered walkway fronting and
connecting three or more commercial premises having direct customer access to the out-of-doors and
erected perpendicular to the fronts of such premises at the entrance, so as to aid passerby pedestrians in
identifying the location of such premises. All such signs within a commercial complex shall be of the same
coloring and shall use the same lettering style and shall not contain logos or any other information than the
name of the commercial establishment.

WALL -- Any building surface whose slope is two vertical to one horizontal or steeper.

WALL SIGN -- A sign fastened to or painted on the wall of a building or structure in such a manner that
the wall becomes the supporting structure for, or forms the background surface of, the sign and which does
not project more than 18 inches from such building or structure.

WINDOW SIGN -- A sign that is applied or attached to the interior of a window or located within three
feet of the interior of the window and which can be seen from the exterior of the structure, and which is
non-electric in nature.

§ 4. Applicability.

This Article is intended to regulate all on-premises signs currently existing or yet to come into existence,
which are to be located within the Town/Village of

§ 5. Permitted signs.

Set forth in Charts A, B and C and the Table of Permitted Signs are the types of signs and their specific
requirements for which permits may be issued pursuant to the provisions of this Article.
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§ 6. Prohibited signs.

A. Any sign not permitted in § 5 or 7 or 9 of this Article and any sign specifically designated in this section
is prohibited.

B. Signs specifically prohibited are as follows:
(1HRoof signs.

(2) Flashing, rotating or revolving signs or lights, with the exception of barber poles and holiday
decorations

(3) Projecting signs, with the exception of properties that are in a traditional main street area. In such a
case, see Table of Permitted Signs for regulations. A traditional main street area shall be determined by the
zoning ordinances and/or the town/village board and/or the sign review board.

(4) Animated signs, except public service information.
(5) A-frames.

(6) Banners, except as a part of a grand opening when affixed exclusively to the face of a building (30 days
maximum).

(7) Pennants, same as above.
(8) Portable signs.

(9) Any sign or part thereof which includes lighting devices and reflectors that are placed so as to frame
the outline or provide the background for a sign.

(10) Any sign or part thereof on a vehicle parked on a public right-of-way or public property or on private
property so as to be intended to be viewed from a motorized vehicular public right-of-way, which has for
its basic purpose the providing of advertisement of products or directing people to a business or activity
located on the same or nearby property or any other premises. This subsection is not intended to prohibit
any form of vehicular signage, such as a sign attached to a bus or lettered on a motor vehicle or signs that
are part of a vehicle such as a construction trailer, whose primary purpose is not advertising to the public
right-of-way.

(11) Any sign other than an exempt sign placed on any curb, sidewalk, hydrant, utility pole, building or
tree.

(12) Any sign erected or maintained which might be confused with any traffic control device or which
might interfere with the vision or discernment of any traffic sign or which might cause danger to public
travel.

§ 7. Exempt signs.

The following signs are exempt from the provisions or requirements of this Article:

A. Any New York State inspection station identification sign which is at a height which does not exceed 10
feet and is located on an exterior or interior wall of the motor vehicle service station.

B. Any New York State authorized repair shop identification sign for passenger vehicles which is at a
height which does not exceed 10 feet and is located on an exterior or interior wall of the motor vehicle
service station.
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C. Any New York State authorized repair shop identification sign for trucks, which is at a height that does
not exceed 10 feet and is located on an exterior or interior wall of the motor vehicle service station.

D. One self-service identification sign which does not exceed two square feet per self-service fuel pump
island.

E. One full-service identification sign which does not exceed two square feet per full-service fuel pump
island.

F. Fuel price signs required by federal, state or local legislation.
G. Street number identification plates.

H. Historical site markers.

I. No-trespassing signs.

J. Posted (no hunting, fishing and trapping) signs.

K. Governmental signs.

L. Utility line identification and location signs.

M. Phone identification signs.

N. Rest room identification signs.

O. Handicapped parking and access signs.

P. Vacancy/no vacancy signs which do not exceed three square feet.

Q. Accessory signs identifying such use as parking, no parking or office, which do not exceed two square
feet each.

R. Holiday decorations erected for and during the particular holiday they relate to or symbolize.
S. Open/closed business signs that do not exceed two square feet.

T. Street identification, traffic and governmental signs and control devices required by law, ordinance or
regulation.

U. Official public information signs, memorial signs, building names, erection dates or similar information
cut into masonry or other permanent surface or constructed of bronze or other noncombustible material, not
to exceed 16 square feet.

V. Signs and markers in cemeteries designating graves and memorials.

§ 8. Illegal signs.

A. The following signs are deemed illegal signs and in violation under this article:

(1) Abandoned signs.

(2) Any sign erected for which no building or sign permit was issued by the Town/Village or which does
not have a sign permit number displayed on its face or which has had its permit revoked.
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(3) Any sign not properly maintained, such as but not limited to signs that are structurally unsound or are
hazardous or unsafe.

B. The Building Department shall cause a notice of such violation to be served on the owner of the
building, structure or lot where said sign is located or the lessee or tenant of the part of or the entire
building, structure or lot where said sign is located, requiring the owner or lessee or tenant to remove the
illegal sign within 10 business days. The notice may be served personally or by certified mail, return receipt
requested. Upon failure of said owner or lessee or tenant to remove the sign within 10 business days after
notice is provided, the Building Department shall be authorized to enter upon said propetty and remove
therefrom any said illegal sign at costs to the owner, lessee or tenant. No liability shall attach to the
Town/Village or any officers, employees or agents of the town/village, except for acts of affirmative
negligence in connection with the removal of any such illegal sign.

C. In cases of emergency, the Building Department may cause the immediate removal of a dangerous or
defective sign without notice.

D. Any sign for which a sign permit has been issued may be inspected for adequate maintenance, freedom
from any hazardous condition and structural soundness. If a sign is found to be unsafe, the permittee shall
have 30 days to correct any defect. If said defect cannot be corrected within 30 days, the Building
Department may grant the permittee up to 30 additional days to correct. If the defect has not been corrected
by the expiration of 30 days or any additional period granted to correct it, the sign permit shall become nul}
and void and the sign shall be illegal.

§ 9. Nonconforming signs.

A. Subject to the provisions of this article, any sign legally in existence one day prior to the enactment of
this article [insert date], shall be considered a nonconforming sign and may be continued and maintained.

B. Any sign existing at the time this article is enacted which is altered in any way, form or fashion shall be |
considered a new sign and shall be required to conform to the requirements contained herein, except that |
the original registrant may be allowed to alter the message of the sign, provided that the person, place,

establishment, business and service identified by the sign remains the same, but may not alter its structure.

C.A sign legally existing at the time this article was enacted which, through no responsibility or control of
said sign's owner or user or that of the landowner on which this sign is located, becomes damaged or
destroyed shall be permitted to be repaired or replaced, provided that said repair or replacement is to the
identical specifications, location and appearance as existed immediately prior to its destruction or damage.

§ 10. Construction.

A. All sign fabrication, erection and attachment shall conform to the requirements of the latest edition of
the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code and other applicable codes and
regulations.

B. Lighting fixtures and wiring shall conform to the requirements of the latest edition of the National

Electrical Code and other applicable codes and regulations, and all electrified signs shall bear the

Underwriters' Laboratories label or approved equal. Further, all electrical connections with a sign shall be |
inspected and approved by the New York Board of Fire Underwriters. |

C. Transformers, wires and similar items shall be concealed.
D. All wiring to freestanding signs shall be underground.
E. All signs, sign finishes, supports and electrical work shall be kept in good repair and safe condition,

including the replacement of defective parts, painting, repainting, cleaning and other acts required for the
maintenance of said sign.
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§ 11. Ilumination.
All signs permitted within this article shall comply with the following requirements:

A. lllumination of signs shall be accomplished by means of shielded light sources or in such other manner
that no glare shall extend beyond the property lines of the property upon which such signs are located, and
no glare shall disturb the vision of passing motorists or constitute a hazard to traffic.

B. No flashing, non-constant, or moving light sources shall be permitted or constitute a part of any sign,
with the exception of public service information signs. Each public service message shall be allowed to
remain for not less than two seconds.

§ 13. Sign permit.

A. Except as otherwise provided herein, it shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge,
move or convert any sign in the town/village, or cause the same to be done, without first obtaining a sign
permit for each such sign. These directives shall not be construed to require any permit for a change of
copy of any sign, provided that the person, place, establishment, business or service identified remains the
same, nor for the repainting, cleaning and the normal maintenance or repair of a sign or sign structure for
which a permit has previously been issued under this Article, so long as the sign or sign structure is not
modified in any way.

B. Contents of application.

(1) Application for a sign permit shall be made, in writing, by the owner, lessee, occupant or agent for
whom the sign is intended and shall be accompanied by two sets of plans of the sign, drawn to scale on
sheets of a minimum of 81/2 inches by 11 inches. Sign plans shall include dimensions, proposed design,
colors, materials, details of any illumination source, wiring and other electrical details and structural
details, including fastening and joining methods and materials. Sign plans shall also include which Sign
Chart, A, B or C, the applicant utilized to determine permissible sign size and provide written calculations
showing how the sign size determination was made. Two plot plans of the parcel on which the sign is to be
placed shall also be submitted, delineating property lines, street lines, building locations and dimensions,
parking areas, location and dimensions of all other signs on the parcel, exact location of the proposed sign,
including dimensions of setbacks from property lines, and any obstructions in relation to the designated
location of the proposed sign. Where a parcel has more than one frontage, the primary frontage shall be
designated on the plan.

(2) Sign plans shall include a statement that the proposed sign as shown on the plan is structurally sound
and will withstand wind loads as prescribed by the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building

Code. Plans shall bear the signature of the owner, applicant or the person responsible for design of the sign.

(3) The application shall be made to the Building Department on forms prescribed and provided by the
Building Department. At the time of filing the application, the applicant shall pay the required fee in
accordance with the fee schedule then in effect.

C. The proposed sign application, when complete, shall be submitted by the Building Department to the
Planning Board or its designee for its review within five business days of receipt thereof.

D. Within 10 business days after receipt by the Building Department, a sign permit shall be issued,
provided that the proposed sign meets all requirements of this Article.

E. If a sign authorized by a permit is not completed and in place within six months from the date the permit
was issued, said permit shall become null and void, except that the Building Department may grant one
extension for a period not to exceed six months.
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F. Design, size, construction and placement of a sign shall not deviate from the plans approved for issuance
of the permit.

G. After the issuance of any permit for a sign under this article and within 10 days after the installation of
such sign, the applicant shall submit a photograph of the sign as completely installed, which shall be filed
with the original application, along with written certification from the owner, applicant or designer whose
name appears on the approved plans, that the sign has been constructed according to the approved plans.
Further, for all electrified signs, the applicant shall also submit, within 10 days after the installation of such
sign, a New York Board of Fire Underwriter's certificate of approval of all electrical work undertaken to
make electrical connections to the Underwriters' Laboratories approved components of the sign.

H. All signs authorized under this article shall bear the assigned permit sticker, which is to be provided by
the Building Department, prominently and permanently affixed by the applicant in an area readily visible to
a sign inspector. Failure to so affix the permit sticker shall constitute cause for revocation of the permit by
the Building Department, in addition to any other penalties or remedies prescribed herein.

§ 14. Administration and enforcement.

A. The provisions of this article shall be administered and enforced by the Building Department, which
shall have the power to make necessary inspections.

B. No sign permit shall be approved by the Building Department except in compliance with the provisions
of this article or as directed by the Sign Review Board.

§ 15. Special exception or interpretation.

A. Intent. The intent of this section is to allow certain provisions of this Article to be modified where such
modification will encourage excellence in the planning and design of signs. This is particularly true in
traditional main street areas where certain types of otherwise prohibited signs such as historically-inspired
wall mural signs, portable signs, or A-frame signs may be desirable. The Sign Review Board shall make
these determinations.

B. Application for a special exception or interpretation. Any person who is aggrieved by a decision of the
Building Department may make an appeal for a special exception to, or interpretation of, the sign law on

forms provided and prescribed by the Sign Review Board.

C. Guidelines. The following guidelines shall be considered by the Sign Review Board in determining
whether a special exception shall be issued. The proposed sign should:

(1) Not be detrimental to other property.

(2) Not create a hazard or a nuisance.

(3) Not interfere with the use of public lands or highways.

(4) Be in harmony with the purposes of this article contained in § 1.

§ 16. Establishment of Sign Review Board.

A. A Sign Review Board shall be, and it hereby is, established.

B. The purpose of this Board is to provide a process by which special exceptions may be issued consistent
with the intent of § 15 and to hear any appeals on questions of alleged error in any order or determination

of the Building Department involving the interpretation of the provisions of this article.

C. Membership.
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(1) Membership shall consist of five residents of the Town/Village appointed by the Mayor/Supervisor
with the approval of the Town/Village Board. Vacancies shall be filled for an unexpired term in the manner
as the original appointment.

2) Alternate members. There shall be one alternate member of the Sign Review Board. The Town/Village
Board hereby grants to the Chairman of the Sign Review Board the power to temporarily replace a member
with an alternate member, with full voting privileges, where the member's abstention from a particular vote,
due to absence or conflict of interest, precludes the Board member from taking action on a particular issue.

D. The Mayor/Supervisor shall designate the Chairman of said Board the first day of each year.

E. The initial appointees of the Board shall have different terms ranging from one to five years. Thereafter,
appointments shall be for five years to maintain five-year terms and yearly appointments.

F. Decisions of the Sign Review Board shall be based on the guidelines listed in § 15C hereof.

G. All decisions shall be transmitted in writing, and copies shall be sent to the applicant and the Building
Department.

H. The Sign Review Board shall hold a public hearing on any request for a special exception or an
interpretation of any order or determination of the Building Department involving the interpretation of the
provisions of this article, upon notice of not less than five days, published in the official newspaper of the
Town/Village.

[. The Sign Review Board may develop additional criteria and design for issuance of special exceptions for
adoption by the Town/Village Board by resolution or local law.

J. Decisions of the Sign Review Board shall require a vote of a majority of the full membership of the
Board to grant, deny or modify any applications for appeals before it, and a minimum of three members of
the Sign Review Board must be present to transact any business at any time. [f the majority vote required
above is not cast either to approve, deny, or to modify the application or appeal, the application for appeal
shall be denied.

K. Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Sign Review Board may have the decision reviewed by the
Supreme Court of the State of New York in the manner provided by law.

§ 17. Penalties for offenses.

A. Any person or persons, associations or corporations committing an offense against this article or any
section or provision thereof is guilty of a violation and shall, upon conviction thereof, be subject to a fine
not exceeding $250 or imprisonment not exceeding 15 days, or both.

B. In the event of a continuing offense of any section or provision of this article, each day that such offense
shall continue shall be a separate violation and subject to a separate fine, imprisonment, or combination
thereof.

C. Notwithstanding a conviction for an offense against any provisions or sections, an association or
corporation convicted shall be subject to revocation of any permit therein granted without reimbursement
of fees paid thereof.

D. In lieu of, or in addition to, any fine or imprisonment, or both, imposed for a conviction of an offense of
this article, each such offense may be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $250 to be recovered in an
action or proceeding in a court of competent jurisdiction. Each day an offense continues shall be subject to
a separate civil penalty.
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E. The Town/Village Attorney may maintain an action or proceeding in a court of competent jurisdiction to
compel compliance with this article, notwithstanding the provisions of Subsections A, B and C of this
section, for a penalty or other punishment.

ARTICLE 11, Billboards
§ 18. Purpose.

The purpose of this article is to promote and protect the public health, welfare and safety by regulating
existing and proposed outdoor advertising through use of billboards, while assuring the orderly and
effective display of outdoor advertising. It is intended to protect property values, create a more attractive
economic and business climate, enhance and protect the physical appearance of the community, preserve
the scenic and natural beauty of designated areas and provide a more enjoyable and pleasing community.

§ 19. Definitions.
As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

ARTERIAL HIGHWAY -- Any street or highway for which operation or maintenance falls under county,
state or federal jurisdiction.

BILLBOARD (OFF-PREMISES ADVERTISING) -- Any outdoor advertising board, junior board
advertising medium, structure or device which advertises, directs or calls attention to any business, article,
substance, service or anything which is painted, printed, pasted or affixed to any building, structure, wall,
fence, pole, railing, natural object or structure of any kind on real property or upon the ground itself and
which advertises services, products or commodities not available on the premises on which the "billboard”
is located.

DOUBLE-FACED, BACK-TO-BACK or V-TYPE BILLBOARDS -- Those configurations of multiple
billboards structures as those terms are commonly understood and as further defined in state law, except
that in no instance shall these terms include two or more billboards which are not physically contiguous.
"Physically contiguous" shall mean of the same structure and, in the case of "V-type biliboards," shall be in
contact with one and another at the apex of the "V." Each face shall be considered a separate billboard.

ERECT -- To construct, build, raise, assemble, place, affix, attach, create, paint, or in any other way bring
into being or establish.

FRONT OR FACE OF A BILLBOARD -- The outer surface of a billboard which is visible from any
private or public street or highway.

ILLUMINATED BILLBOARD -- Any billboard illuminated by electricity, gas or other artificial light.

LIGHTING DEVICE -- Any light, string of lights or group of lights located or arranged so as to illuminate
a billboard.

PERSON -- Any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company, institution or organization of
any kind.

SUPERINTENDENT OF BUILDINGS -- The Building Inspection Supervisor or any other inspector under
his jurisdiction.

§ 20. Exceptions.
For the purposes of this article, the term "billboard" does not include billboards erected and maintained

pursuant to and in discharge of any governmental function, or required by any law, ordinance or
governmental regulation.
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§ 21. General regulations.

A_A billboard may be illuminated, provided that all light sources shall be designed, shielded, arranged and
installed to confine or direct all illumination to the surface of the billboard and away from adjoining
properties. Light sources shall not be visible from any street or any adjoining properties. Billboards may
contain or include such public service information as time, date, temperature, weather or similar
information.

B. No billboard shall be erected on or attached to any building.

C. No billboard or part thereof shall contain or consist of banners, posters, pennants, ribbons, streamers,
spinners or other similar moving, fluttering or revolving devices.

D. No billboard shall exceed 160 square feet.

E. No billboard shall be in excess of 20 feet in height above the average existing grade level at the
billboard.

F. Every billboard shall bear the permit number and name of the permit holder and/or owner of the tand
upon which the billboard is erected prominently and permanently affixed on the face thereof. A proper
space shall be reserved in the lower left-hand corner of the permit plaque where the annual permit
inspection tag shall be affixed. This annual permit tag shall be issued by the Superintendent of the Building
Department or his designee. This annual permit tag shall be affixed to the billboard by the owner and/or
applicant.

G.A billboard and its structure shall be maintained, including the change of the advertising message, the
repairing and replacing of components parts and the performance of other acts as incident to the upkeep of
the billboard.

H. No billboards shall display advertising matter of an indecent or obscene nature.

[. No billboard shall confuse, mislead or resemble any government billboard.

§ 22. Location.

A. Billboards shall be permitted in Business, Commercial, and Industrial Zones only. Side line setbacks
shall not be less than 25 feet, front line setbacks shall not be less than 25 feet, and rear line setbacks shall

not be less than 25 feet. Setbacks shall be from property lines.

B. Billboards shall be separated from each other by a distance of at least 300 feet, except that two such
billboards may be arranged on an angle or back-to-back.

C. Billboards shall not be permitted within 200 feet of any public park, playground, cemetery or residential
zone.

D. No billboard shall be erected within 25 feet of any building,.

E. No billboard shall be constructed, erected or altered within 660 feet of the edge of the right-of-way of
any interstate or arterial highway. Normal maintenance of the structure and modification of copy shall be
exempted from the aforementioned prohibitions.

§ 23. Construction specifications.

A. Billboards shall be constructed to withstand a wind load of 30 pounds per square foot.
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B. Each application for the erection of a billboard shall be accompanied with a detailed set of structural
plans bearing the seal of a licensed engineer or architect registered to practice in the State of New York.

C. All electrical work shall be in accordance with Underwriters' Laboratories, Inc. (UL), standards.

§ 24. Building permit required; restoration.

A. After the effective date of this article and except as otherwise herein provided, no person shall erect any
billboards as defined herein without first obtaining a building permit from the Superintendent of the
Building Department.

B. Nothing in this article shall prevent the replacement or restoration of an existing billboard or its
supporting structure that has been destroyed or which has been deemed by the applicant to be in need of
replacement. Such replacement or restoration shall be permitted, provided that the billboard face following
the replacement or restoration is to the identical specifications, size, location and appearance as existed
prior to said replacement or restoration.

§ 25. Application for building permit.

A. Application for the building permit must be made in writing, in duplicate, upon forms prescribed and
provided by the Superintendent of the Building Department and shall contain the following information:

(1) Name, address and telephone number of the applicant.

(2) Name, address and telephone number of the property owner.

(3) Planning Board approval.

(4) A detailed drawing showing a description of the construction details of the billboard position of lighting
or other extraneous devices; a location plan showing the position of the billboard on the site and its position

in relation to nearby buildings or structures and to any private or public street or highway and its height,

(5) Written consent of the owner of the land on which the billboard is to be erected in the event that the
applicant is not the owner thereof.

B.A copy of the electrical permit from the New York Board of Fire Underwriters issued for said billboard
shall be filed with the application therefor.

C. Prior to the issuing of a building permit to erect a new billboard, the applicant shall pay the current fee
established for the same by resolution of the TownVillage Board. This fee and approval constitutes the
first-year annual fee and renewal permit.

D. Application for a building permit must be made for all existing billboards and shall constitute the first
year annual fee and renewal permit.

§ 26. Issuance of building permit.

It shall be the duty of the Superintendent of the Building Department upon the filing of an application for a
permit to erect a billboard to examine such plans, specifications and other data submitted for the proposed
billboard. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent of the Building Department to issue a permit for the
erection of a proposed billboard, provided that:

A. The proposed billboard has received Planning Board approval.

B. The proposed billboard is in compliance with all the requirements of this Article, as well as all other
laws and ordinances of the Town/Village of
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§ 27. Issuance of annual renewal permit.

Each billboard permit shall be renewed with the Superintendent of the Building Department in accordance
with the following regulations:

A. Application for an annual permit shall be made within 14 calendar days after the first day of January.

B. The applicant shall submit any changes in ownership of billboard or property and an affidavit stating
that the same has been changed on the billboard itself.

C. Fees. The fee for an annual permit shall be $50 for all size billboards.

§ 28. Revocation of permits.

The Superintendent of the Building Department shall revoke such billboard permit 14 days after written
notice has been given to the owner on record of said billboard for any one of the following conditions,
provided that said condition has not been corrected within the fourteen-day period:

A. Failure to obtain the annual permit within the first 14 calendar days of the new year.

B. Failure to submit proper information in regard to changes in ownership of billboards.

C. Failure to complete construction within 180 days of date of issuance of the building permit.

D. Failure to affix the permit number and necessary names.

E. Failure to obtain permission from the Superintendent of the Building Department to structurally alter the
billboard.

F. Failure to maintain any billboard in accordance with the judgment of the Superintendent of the Building
Department of the Town/Village of . This would include but not be limited to the following:

(1) That the structure be free from all hazards, such as faulty wiring, loose fastening or supports, etc.
(2) That the structure remain safe, secure and in no way a menace to the public.

(3) That the structure be maintained in a clean, neat condition.
B. The Superintendent of the Building Department may cause any billboard that is a source of immediate
peril to persons or property to be removed summarily and without notice.

§ 30. Nonconforming billboards.

A. Any billboard in existence at the effective date of this article that does not comply with this article shall
be deemed nonconforming and shall be allowed to remain as such, provided that a building and annual
renewal permit is filed for in accordance with §§ 25 and 27 of this article.

B. No nonconforming billboard shall be reconstructed or structurally altered except as provided for in § 24
and § 30C of this article.

C. Once a nonconforming billboard has been removed, an applicant has a period of up to six months to
apply for a § 24 restoration building permit and reestablish the billboard, provided that the billboard is to
the identical specifications, size, location and appearance as existed prior. [f such a permit is not applied for
six months after the billboard was removed then abandonment or relinquishment of such nonconforming
billboard shall be presumed, and such nonconforming billboard shall be deemed abandoned and shall not
thereafter be reestablished. A party seeking to rebut the presumption of abandonment herein and assert non-
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abandonment of such nonconforming billboard has the burden of proving that such abandonment or
relinquishment of such nonconforming billboard was not intentional and that such nonuse was involuntary,
as well as the burden of going forward.

§ 31. Review and appeal.

Any person aggravated by any decision of the Superintendent of the Building Department relative to the
provisions of this Article or the Town/Village of may appeal such decision to the Zoning Board of
Appeals as provided in the zoning regulations of the Town/Village of and shall comply with all
procedural requirements prescribed by such Zoning Board of Appeals.

§ 32. Penalties for offenses.

Failure to comply with any of the provisions of this article shall be deemed a violation, and the violator
shall be liable to a fine of not more than $50, and each day that such violation continues shall constitute a
separate violation.
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Table of Permitted Signs

. see Chart C NA
to the out of doors; must be placed on .
‘storefront of the tenant identified by the
sign

I ‘Total Sign  FrontLline Side and Rear 'Height {ft} Height (ft) Permit
. . : . i . . i . : . .
Function of Sign Nature of Sign Area per Sign (sq ft) Number of Signs 'Area (sq ft) Setback(ft) Setback(ft) (Freestanding sign) (Wall Sign) Required?
Residential identification or street permanent [ 2 1 i 2/lot 15 15 [} 10 no
number and/or identification of a : : :
permitted customary home
occupation in a single-family house
or.mahile home.
Residential identification or street  ipermanent 2 +1/dwelling unit; 2/building 2/sign 15 15 6 10 no
number and/or identification of a
permitted customary home
occupation in a duplex (2-family)
hause.
Apartment complex or mobile home :permanent 12 1/compiex ! 12 15 15 6 10 yes
park identification, 3:12 units [ N
Apartment complex or mobile home permanent 32 ‘1/entrance, maximum of 2/parcel 84 15 15 & 10 yes
park identification, over 12 units ! :
Public or privaté schools, houses of :permanent 27 3.1 'on which mé;“ﬁé‘ﬁé‘é’standing B V) T 15" 5 10 yes
worship, meeting halls, fire stations,
private clubs or other similar uses : . .
Cemetery identification ‘permanent 32 1/entrance o T 32 : 15 s 8" not permitted yes
Not-for-profit organizations temporary, not to exceed 30 days 32 17 e 32 s 8" - T no
{fundraising events, such as bazaars})’ '
itical signs (}ﬁﬂsf be removed
within 30 days after election): e e - i e et e -
Campaign headquarters temporary, must be removed 160 1/political party, plus 1/candidate 160 15 15 20 15 yes
e within 30 days after election B ) o o e -
Lawn signs temporary -unlimited : 4.5 private i private property. 3 10 no
property
Vehicle and trailer signs ‘temporary, must be removed untimited o NATTTTT T 3T NA NA no
.within 30 days after election
2 ng sale signé VVVVV temporary 1 4 a not permitted
estate for or for-rent signs: e
Residential use, 1- and 2- family temporary, must be removed 5 1/parcel 6 15 [} 10 no
homes days after property transfer or no
‘longer for sale !
" ‘Commercial property,including temporary, same as above 32 ﬂ/ﬁé}éel T 16 T 15 [ 10 no
apartment complexes '
Construction project identification temporary, 1 year, renewable 48 :2/parcel | 48 15 10 10 yes |
Grand opening identification ____temporary, 30 days maximum 32 i -] R 8 10 yes
Commercial use, single or double ! ' !
sign ipermanent see Chart A 1 freestanding/site see ChartA .15 g - yes
Wall sign ‘permanent see Chart C :1 wall/tenant : see Chart C - - 20 yes
- Projecting permanent 5 .1 projecting/site - ; 6 - - - 20 yes
Commercial complex, 1 or more !
parcels occupied by more than 2
tenants or at least 2 tenants and the
owner or any combination thereof:
" Freestanding sign, primary  -permanent see Chart A i "see Chart A 15 15 20 - yes
complex : .
" Freastanding sign, secondary  permanent 20 {/each secondary frontage, provided that| 20 T 15 “qg” 20 - yes
complex :800 feet exists between signs, measured |
‘in a straight line, and frontage on which
“sign is located includes direct vehicle
;access from the complex to the street
T Wall sign permanent see Chart C 1 t having direct mer acce: 20

Gas station or motor vehicle service
station
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Table of Permitted Signs

! : ‘Total Sign  Front Line Side and Rear -Height (ft) Height (ft} Permit
Function of Sign {Nature of Sign Area per Sign (s ft) Number of Signs \Area (sq ft) Setback (ft) Setback(ft) (Freestanding sign) (Wall Sign) Required?
Freestanding sign, single or permanent see Chart A i1 freestanding/site i see Chart A - 15 : 15 20 - yes
double tenant site '
Wall sign, single or double tenant :permanent o see Chart C 11 wallitenant ! see Chart C e oo - 20 yes |
site : : : . |
Wall sign, in complex ‘permanent see Chart C 1 ! see Chart C - . - - 20 yes
Office, research, development, . i ;
manufacturing and industrial :
warehousing, singie or double
tenant site : S ;
Freestanding sign .permanent see Chart B . 1/site . see Chart B 15 ; 15 20 . - yes
Wall sign ipermanent see Chart C “1/tenant having direct customer access | see Chart C - - - 20 . yes
to the out of doors; must be placed by :
the primary entrance
Office, research, development, : : i
manufacturing and industrial '
warehousing complex e e -
Complex identification permanent o see Chart B il - T see CharB 45 15 20 - yes
Freestanding sign, individual permanent see Chart B 1 freestanding/site see Chart B 15 15 20 - yes
.. building identification i . . s ; e _ ]
Wiall sign, individual building “permanent o see Chart €71 wallitenant having direct customer “see Chart ¢ - o Com e T 20 yes
identification ‘access to the out of doors; must be
. .placed by the primary entrance :
" "Complex identification ‘permanent ""'Not more than 4 sq ft for 1/buiiding i'see Areaper. 45 i 20° 8 ; 10 TTyes T
header, plus 1.5 sq ft per ! sign ,

tenant. The total area of : i
directory signage within a
cemplex shall not exceed the - i
allowable area of primary

complex identification sign.

Sports and recreation center

Freestanding sign, single or o mpermanen! o see ChartB 1 freestanding/site ‘see ChartB 15 20 - yes
__ double tenant : . - - '

Wall sign, single or double tenant ‘permanent - - see Chart C . B :see ChatC =~ . i - 20 yes
" Wall sign, in complex permanent see Chart C {henant ) seeChartC T : - e 20 T yes
Farm stand :

Freestanding sign N permanent o 18 ... Vfreestanding sign or 1 wall sign, or i 18 15 20 -
T Wall'sign T permanent o 6 both, provided that the total sign area or i . - : 10
On site directional signs permanent ! T 2 ‘pé"r‘ii'la'nning board aﬁﬁr'ai/‘al NA pe‘rvplanning per plah’ning pAér Elénning board = per planning | yes

. board " board approval approval board
approval _: approvat
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Sign Ordinance Charts
Chart A

Freestanding signs for:

e Commercial parcels

s Commercial complexes

*  @as stations, motor vehicle service stations
But not including billboards

Allowable sign area:

: — Ground Floor Area , Primary Frontage)
Area of Slgn =2 1000 + 10

Except that area need not be less that thirty-two (32) square feet and shall not be greater than one hundred
sixty (160) square feet.

Chart B

Freestanding signs for:
e Office, research, development, warehousing and industrial:
Complex identification
Individual building identification
¢ Sports and recreation centers

Allowable sign area:

: — Ground Floor Area , Primary Frontage
Area of Sign = 1000 + 100

Except that area need not be less than twenty (20) square feet and shall not be greater than seventy (70)
square feet.

Chart C
Wall signs

Allowable area:

Area of Sign = 0.42(Length of Store Front) + 11.6

Except that area need not be less than twenty (20) square feet and shall not be greater than seventy-five (75)

square feet. Name plates are not considered part of the allowable sign area.
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TOWN OF HOLDEN SIGN ORDINANCE

ARTICLE 1 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of this ordinance is to protect and promote the health, safety, and
general welfare of the public; to regulate signs such that they will not, by reason of their
size, location, construction, or manner of display, endanger the public safety of
individuals, confuse, mislead, or obstruct the vision necessary for traffic safety; and to
promote the attractive use and placement of signs, as an integral part of the
Comprehensive Plan for municipal development, and consistent with the property rights
guaranteed to all persons by the Constitutions of the United States and the State of
Maine.




ARTICLE 2 DEFINITIONS

Section 201. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following words and phrases shall
have the meaning ascribed to them in this section.

Animated Sign: A sign which has any moving billboard light or lights, or has any
moving parts.

Applicant: A person for whom a sign is proposed to be erected, requesting that
a sign permit be issued.

Attached Sign: A sign attached to a building or other structure.

Billboard: A detached or free standing sign having one or more panels designed
to contain informative messages of advertisement which are changed from time
to time.

Detached or Free Standing Sign: A sign that is not attached to any building or
structure and is self-supporting.

Erect: To construct, build, raise, assemble, place, affix, attach, create, paint,
draw, or in any other way, bring into being or establish. It shall not include any of
the foregoing activities when performed as an incident to the change of
advertising.

Flashing Sign: A sign, the illumination of which is not kept constant in intensity

at all times when in use, and which exhibits sudden or marked changes in such
light or color effects, including, but not limited to, rotating beacons. llluminated

signs which indicate the time, temperature, weather, or other similar information

shall not be considered flashing signs.

lluminated Sign: A sign which has characters, letters, figures, designs, or
luminous tubes as part of the sign, or is internally lit.

Indirectly llluminated Sign: An illuminated, non-flashing sign whose illumination
is derived entirely from an external artificial source and is so arranged that no
direct rays of light are projected from such artificial source into public streets.

Non-functional Sign: A sign displayed after the business or product advertised
is no longer located, operating, or available on the premises to which the sign
pertains.

Official Business Directional Sign: A sign erected and maintained in
accordiance with Title 23, M.R.S.A., Sections 1906 et al, designed to indicate to
the traveling public the route and distance to public accomodations, facilities,
commercial services and points of scenic, historical, cultural, recreational,
educational and religious interest.

Off-Premise Sign: A sign which directs attention to a business, profession,
product, service, entertainment, merchandise, or goods, not conducted, sold,
present, or offered upon the premise or land where such sign is located




On-Premise Sign: A sign which directs attention to a business, profession,
product, service, entertainment, merchandise, or goods, conducted, sold,
present, or offered upon the premise or land where such sign is located.

Permanent Sign: An name, identification, description, display, illustration or
devise which is intended for a period of display in excess of thirty days. Any sign
that is not considered a temporary sign with this Ordinance shall be considered
permanent.

Person. Any individual, corporation, joint venture, partnership, or any other legal
entity.

Portable Sign. Any sign that is not permanently affixed to a building, structure
or the ground, and/or is designed to be moved from place to place, with or
without wheels. Specifically included for purposes of description, but not
limitation, are signs mounted on trailers, with or without wheels; A-shaped
“sandwich board signs”; and inverted T-shaped signs.

Premises. The lot or parcel of land, used in the active conduct of a business,
service, profession, or activity, including, but not limited to, structures, driveways,
parking lots, storage areas, landscaping and loading areas.

Projecting Sign. A sign which is attached to a building wall and which extends
more than fifteen (15) inches from the face of such wall and is eight (8) feet
above grade level.

Revolving Sign. A sign that rotates on an axis, turns, rolls, or otherwise moves
or gives the appearance of moving.

Setback. The distance from any street, highway, or right-of-way line abutting a
lot, and shall also apply to the side and rear lot lines.

Shopping Center. Four (4) or more contiguous retail stores with common off-
street parking under single or common management.

Sign. Any name, identification, description, display, illustration or device which is
affixed to or represented directly or indirectly upon a building, structure or land in
view of the general public, and which directs attention to a product, place,
activity, person, institution, or business. A sign shall include writing,
representation, or other fixture of similar character within a building only when
permanently installed, illuminated and located in a window.

The following shall not be consider signs within the meaning of this Ordinance:
a. Flags orinsignia of any government;
b. Legal notices, identification, information, traffic-related, or directional
signs erected or required by governmental bodies, excluding Official

Business Directional Signs;

c. Signs, measuring not more than (4) square feet, designed to direct
and facilitate the flow of vehicular traffic into and out of a commercial
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establishment, and containing no advertising matter.

Sign Area Measurements.

a . Sign copy mounted or painted on a background panel or area
distinctively painted, textured or constructed as a background for the sign

copy;

Sign area is measured as that area contained within the outside
dimensions of the background panel or surface.

b. Sign copy mounted as individual letters and/or graphics against a wall
or fascia of a building or other structures that has not been painted,
textured or otherwise altered to provide a distinctive background for the

sign copy;

Sign area is measured as the area enclosed by the smallest single
rectangle that will enclose all sign copy.

c. Sign copy mounted or painted on an illuminated sign or illuminated
architectural element of a building;

The entire illuminated surface or illuminated architectural element which
contains sign copy, will be counted as sign area.

d. Number of Sign Faces:
One - area of the single face only.

Two - if the interior angle between the two sign faces is 45 or less, the
area will be the area of one face only; if the angle between the two sign
faces is greater than 45, the sign area will be the sum of the areas of the
two faces.

Three or more - the sign area will be the sum of the areas of the three or
more faces.

Spherical, Free Form, Sculptural, Other non-Planar Signs - sign area will
be the sum of the areas of the four vertical sides of the smallest
polyhedron that will encompass the sign structure.

e. For a sign having more than one component (e.g., a service station
identification/price sign combination mounted on the same surface) the
sign area will be the area of the smallest rectangle that will encompass
the several components of the sign.

Temporary Sign. A display, informational sign, banner, or other advertising
device, with or without frame, and intended for a limited period of display.

Wall Sign. Any sign painted on or attached parallel to the wall surface of a
building and projecting there from not more than fifteen (15) inches.




ARTICLE 3 GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 301. This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the Holden Sign
Ordinance.

Section 302. All New Work to Conform. All signs erected, constructed, or altered in
the Town of Holden shall comply with the requirements set forth in this Ordinance.

Section 303. Maintenance. It shall be unlawful to maintain a sign that has been
erected or altered in violation of this Ordinance.

Section 304. Authority. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to Home Rule as
provided for in Article VIII-A of the Maine Constitution, Title 30-A, Section 4352 and
Title 38, Section 435 et. Seq. of the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated.”

Section 305. Conflict with Other Ordinances. Whenever the requirements of this
Ordinance are in conflict with the requirements of any other lawfully adopted rule,
regulation and ordinance, the more restrictive requirements shall govern.*

Section 306. Supercedure. All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances in conflict with
this Ordinance are hereby repealed, but only to the extent of such conflict. The Sign
Ordinance in effect at the time that this Sign Ordinance is enacted is hereby repealed.
Provided, however, that all lawfully adopted Ordinances or parts thereof shall remain in
full force and effect with respect to any violation thereof in existence at the time of
adoption of this Ordinance, and provided further that any such violation shall be
deemed a violation of this Ordinance and subject to its terms and provisions.*

Section 307. Severability. In the event that any section, subsection or any provision
of this Ordinance shall be declared by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid
for any reason, such decision shall not be deemed to affect the validity of any other
section, subsection or other portion of this Ordinance; to this end, the provisions of this
Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable.”

Section 308. Amendments. The procedure to be followed in initiating and securing
amendments to this Ordinance is as follows:*

308.1 Initiation
A proposal to amend this Ordinance may be initiated by:
308.1.1 The Planning Board, by majority vote;
308.1.2 The Town Council, through a request to the Planning Board; or

308.1.3 Any 5 qualified voters may begin initiative proceedings by a
request in writing to the Town Clerk. The Clerk shall provide the
appropriate petition blanks within 5 days of when they are
requested. The complete text of the proposed amendment shall
be included in the request. All papers of the petition shall be
uniform in size and style and shall be assembled as one
instrument for filing. They shall contain or have attached thereto
throughout their circulation the full text of the proposed

5



amendment. These 5 qualified voters shall be referred to as the
Requesting Committee during the initiative procedure. The
Requesting Committee shall have 30 days from the acceptance
date of the request by the Town Clerk to cause the petitions to
be signed by 5% of the number of votes cast in the Town at the
last gubernatorial election but not fewer than 70 voters. any
voter of Holden may circulate the petition. The petition shall be
signed only once by qualified voters of the Town and each
voter’'s signature shall be followed by his/her address. An
affidavit-of-the-circulator, similar to that which is required in
MRSA Title 30-A, Section 2102(3) (b)(3), as amended, will be
required.

Petitioners may present their petitions to the Clerk at any time
during the circulation period. Within 7 days after the petition
circulation period ends, the Clerk shall certify to the Town
Council and notify the Requesting Committee that the petition
has been signed by 5% of the total of qualified voters who cast
votes in the last gubernatorial Election but not fewer than 70
voters.

Should fewer qualified voters than required by this Ordinance
sign the petition in the specific time, the petition shall have no
further force or effect, and all proceedings thereon shall be
terminated. A request to inititiate the same amendment may
not be accepted by the Clerk until 120 days after the expiration
of the previous filing period.

Upon receipt of certification, the Planning Board shall within 30
days hold a public hearing, notice of which shall be given at
least 7 days in advance by publication in a newspaper having a
circulation in the Town of Holden and by posting a notice at the
Municipal Building and another public place in holden, and the
Town Council shall within 60 days after said public hearing hold
a municipal election for the purpose of submitting to vote the
question of adopting such amendment.

Any such proposed amendment shall be examined by the town
attorney before being circulated for signatures. The town
attorney is authorized to edit the form of such proposed
amendment for the purpose of avoiding repetitions, illegalities,
and unconstitutional provisions, and to assure accuracy in its
text and references, and clarity and precision in its phraseology,
but he/she shall not materially change its meaning and effect. If
the town attorney cannot edit or correct the proposed
amendment, he/she shall so advise the requesting committee
who may revise the proposed amendment. If not revised, the
town attorney shall advise the voters at the public hearing of the
shortcomings of the proposed amendment.




308.1.4 When an amendment is proposed by other than the municipal
officers or Planning Board, a fee of one hundred dollars ($100)
shall accompany the proposal to cover the cost of review,
hearings, and advertisements. This fee is non-refundable.

308.2. PROCESS OF ADOPTION*

The process to be followed in adopting an amendment to this Ordinance
is as follows:

308.2.1. Proposed amendments must first be submitted to the Planning
Board for their consideration.

308.2.2. The Planning Board shall, within thirty (30) days of receiving a
proposed amendment, set a date to hold a public hearing on
the proposed amendment.

308.2.3 Notice of the public hearing shall be given as required by State
Law.

308.2.4 The Planning Board shall make its official report at the next
regular meeting of the Town Council following the public
hearing.

308.2.5. The Town Council shall hold a public hearing, notice of which
shall be given at least 7 days in advance by publication in a
newspaper having a circulation in the Town of Holden and by
posting a notice at the Municipal Building and another public
place in Holden, and shall place the proposed amendment on
the warrant for the Town Meeting following the Public Hearing,
for the purpose of submitting to vote the question of adopting
such amendment.

Section 309. Effective Date. The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective
the day of their enactment.*




ARTICLE 4 PERMITS

Section 401. Permit Required. No person shall erect any sign, as herein defined,
without first obtaining a permit therefore from the Code Enforcement Office, except
those signs exempted from this requirement by Article 5.

Section 402. Filing of Permit. All applications for permits as specified above, shall be
filed with the Code Enforcement Officer, upon forms furnished by him, and shall be
accompanied by plans, to scale, showing the area of the sign, the position of the sign in
relation to lot lines and streets, the position of the sign in relation to adjoining buildings
or structures, the location of the building, structure or lot to which the sign is to be
erected, the method of illumination, if any, and such other information as the Code
Enforcement Officer may require to assure full compliance with this Ordinance.

Section 403. Schedule of Fees. The permit fee for erecting, altering, or replacing
signs, shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00) per sign, except that if a non-conforming sign of
record is being altered or replaced so as to bring it in to conformity with this Ordinance,
no fee shall be charged.

Section 404. Limitation. Should the work authorized by a permit granted under this
Ordinance not have commenced within six (6) months, or if the authorized work is
suspended or abandoned for a period of six (6) months after the time of commencing,
then and in that event, the permit shall become null and void and a new permit shall be
required before any work may continue.




ARTICLE 5 RESTRICTIONS

Section 501. llluminated Signs. All illuminated signs erected or maintained shall be
illuminated by non-flashing and non-intermittent light or lights. No illuminated signs
shall be of the intensity or brilliance to cause glare or impair the vision of the operator of
any motor vehicle or to otherwise interfere with such operator.

Section 502. Off-Premise Signs Prohibited. All off premise signs are prohibited.
This provision shall not apply to Official Business Directional Signs.

Section 503.1 Attached Signs. No attached sign shall obstruct any window, door,
stairway or other opening intended for ingress or for needed ventilation or light.
Further, no sign shall be attached to any tree or public utility pole.

Section 503.2 Signs Erected on Natural Features. No on-premise sign may be
permitted which is erected or maintained upon trees or painted or drawn upon rocks or
other natural features.

Section 504. Signs Painted on Buildings. Any existing sign that is painted directly
on the surface of a building may remain and may be repainted, even though it may
exceed the total allowable surface area of signs. Any new sign that is to be painted on
the surface of a building must not exceed the total allowable surface area of signs.

Section 505. Revolving Signs. Revolving signs are prohibited in the Town of Holden
except for barbershop poles which are not to exceed four (4) feet in height. *

Section 506. Projecting Signs. No signs shall project over any lot line, public
sidewalk, street or right-of-way line. No projecting sign shall be less than eight (8) feet
above grade level.

Section 507. Setback.

Section 507.1. Setback from Right-of-Way. No signs except Official Business
Directional Signs, shall be erected inside of the public right-of-way.

In addition, if the paved surface of the road extends to the edge of the right-of-way,
signs must be located at least seven (7) feet from such paved surface.

Section 507.2. Setback From Side Lot Lines. All signs shall be set back at least
twenty (20) feet from all side lot lines. The setback shall be determined from street or
lot lines to that part of the sign that extends nearest to said line, whether it be at ground
level or above ground level.

Irregardless of these setback provisions, no sign shall be located such that it interferes
with or impairs the vision of the operator of any motor vehicle.

Section 508. Non-functional Signs.

Section 508.1. Non-functional, Non-conforming Signs. It shall be unlawful for any
non-conforming sign to remain on display after it ceases to be functional. If a non-
conforming sign is found to be non-functional for a period of ninety (90) days, the owner
shall be given written notice to remove such sign within ten (10) days after receipt of
said notice. If the owner refuses or neglects to comply with the order, the Board of




Selectmen may order such sign to be removed by whatever means practical, and all
expenses therefore shall be repaid to the Town of Holden by the owner within thirty (30)
days after demand.

Section 508.2 Non-functional, Conforming Signs. If a sign which would otherwise
be considered in conformance with this Ordinance becomes non-functional for a period
of ninety (90) days or more, that sign shall be considered a non-functional, conforming
sign. Non-functional, conforming signs may remain in place for an indefinite period, but
must be painted or otherwise colored a solid white, beige, blue, brown, or black color,
and may bear no advertising material. This section does not apply to seasonal
businesses.

Section 509. Portable Signs.

(a) Portable signs bearing a message designed to advertise or promote a
product or service are only allowed in the General and Limited Commercial
Zones as well as the Community Service and Institutional Zone, and shall be
limited to one (1) such sign per lot or parcel, provided that if it is illuminated, the
provisions of Section 501 of this Ordinance are met, and provided further that it
be placed in the manner set forth in Section 507.1 and 507.2 of this Ordinance.
In addition, the area of such signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet.
Such signs shall be held in place by stakes, guy wires, or other adequate means.
Said signs shall not be considered detached or free standing within the meaning
of this Ordinance. A permit shall be required for said signs, but no fee shall be
charged.

(b) Portable signs bearing messages other than those designed to advertise
or promote a product or service may be placed on private property, provided that
if they arre illuminated,the provisions of Section 501 of this Ordinance are met,
and provided further that they be placed in the manner set forth in Sections
507.1 and 507.2 of this ordinance. The sign area shall be limited to four (4)
square feet in size.

Section 510. Temporary Signs. Temporary signs, as defined in this Ordinance shall
be classified in on of the three categories below, and subject to the regulations that
pertain there to:

a. Real Estate Sale, Rental, or Lease - Temporary signs which pertain to
use, sale, or lease of real estate shall be permitted, but must not exceed thirty-two (32)
square feet in area in the General Commercial, Limited Commercial, and Community
Service and Institutional Zones; and eight (8) square feet in the High Density
Residential (R-1), Low Density Residential (R-2), Rural Resource and Rural Residential
(R-3), Seasonal Residence (R-4) and Resource Protection (R-P) Zones. One sign shall
be allowed for each two hundred (200) feet. In addition, signs shall be placed in the
manner set forth in Sections 507.1 and 507.2. A permit shall not be required for said
signs.

b. Signs on Motor Vehicles. Signs on motor vehicles, boats and/or trailers,
which are determined by the Code Enforcement Officer to be circumventing the intent
of this Ordinance are prohibited. Circumvention shall include, but not limited to, signs
which are continuously in the same location or signs that extend beyond the height,
width or length of the vehicle.
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C. Special Event and/or Annhouncement Signs. Signs shall be prohibited,
except temporary signs totaling not more than ten (10) square feet in area on any one
lot, appertaining to campaigns, drives, or events of political, civic, philanthropic,
educational, or religious organizations. Such signs must be removed not later than
thirty (30) days after they are erected. A permit shall not be required for said signs. All
other regulations contained in this ordinance shall apply to said signs.

d. Political Signs. Signs bearing a political message relating to an election,
primary, or referendum shall be permitted without necessity of a permit and may be
placed in the right-of-way provided they are removed by the candidate or political
committee not later than one week after the election, primary, or referendum to which
they relate. Any signs not removed within this time period shall be removed by the
Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of Holden, or his agent. The cost of removal of
such signs shall be determined by the Town Manager and a bill for such costs shall be
sent to the candidate or committee responsible for the placement of such signs.

Any such sign placed on private property shall also be removed within one week
after the election, primary, or referendum to which they relate. The Code Enforcement
Officer shall notify any property owner on whose property such signs have been placed
if the signs are not removed within the time period set forth above.

Section 511. Signs for Home Occupations. Sign for home occupations shall be
limited to one (1) nameplate, which may display the name of the occupant and/or the
name of the home occupation(s). Such sign shall not exceed four (4) square feet in
area and shall be non-illuminated.

Section 512. Affixed Signs. Signs affixed to any wall or roof of a building or signs
composed of individual letters without a background, may be located on the edge of a
roof or parapet wall on a flat roof provided it does not project greater than four (4) feet
above the edge of the roof, parapet wall of a flat roof or the top of a wall at the roof
edge. On other types of roofs, the signs may be affixed to the roof of a structure
provided the top of the sign shall be at least 4 feet lower than the ridge of the roof. The
maximum length of roof sign shall be no greater than 12 feet.

Section 513. Height of Signs. No sign, either attached, detached, or affixed to any
wall of a building or roof, shall extend to a height greater than twenty-five (25) feet
above the level of the ground upon which it is erected.

Section 514. Free-Standing or Detached Signs. No free-standing or detached sign
in the Community Service and Institutional, Limited or General Commercial Zones shall
have a maximum area of greater than two hundred (200) square feet.

Shopping Centers Excepted - Shopping Centers, as defined in this Ordinance, shall
not be bound by the provisions of Section 514. Article 7 of this Ordinance shall govern
the placement of signs in shopping centers.

11




ARTICLE 6 ZONE RESTRICTIONS

Section 601. Signs in Limited Commercial, Village Center Zone*, and General

Commercial Zones.

A.

Section 602. Signs in the Community Service and Institutional Zone (CS &l) Zone.

In Limited Commercial, Village Center Zone*, and General Commercial Zones,
signs may be located and may be attached, detached, or projecting signs, single
or double faced, identifying uses or goods sold or services rendered on the
premises.

No lot or parcel in these zones may have more than one detached sign, except
as provided in subsection “C” of this section.

Lots or parcels located in these zones with more than three hundred (300) linear
feet of frontage along the public way may have two free-standing signs. Lots or
parcels with more than five hundred (500) linear feet of frontage along the
public way may have up to three (3) free-standing or detached signs. All
detached signs on any one lot or parcel shall maintain a minimum separation of
one hundred (100) linear feet.

Golf courses and outdoor recreational facilities may have non-advertising signs
appropriate to their use, i.e., driving range distance markers and hole numbers.

Industrial and Business Park signs not exceeding four hundred (400) square
feet, and which are in compliance with Section 507, are allowed at the entrance
to Route 1A, Main Road.

In no case shall the aggregate area of all signs located on any parcel located in
these zones exceed six hundred (600) square feet.

A.

In the CS and | Zone, signs may be in accordance with Section 507, and may be
attached, detached, or projection signs, single or double faced, identifying uses
or goods sold or services rendered on the premises.

No lot or parcel of land located in this zone shall have more than one (1) free-
standing or detached sign except as provided in subsection “C” of this section.

Lots or parcels of land located in this zone with more than three hundred (300)
linear feet of frontage along the public way may have up to two (2) free-standing
or detached signs. Lots with more than five hundred (500) linear feet along a
public way may have up to three (3) free-standing or detached signs. All
detached signs (see Portable Signs, Section 507) on any one lot or parcel shall
maintain a minimum separation of one hundred (100) linear feet.

In no case shall the aggregate area of all signs located on lots or parcels in this
zone exceed six hundred (600) square feet.
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Section 603. Signs in the High Density Residential (R-1) and Low Density
Residential (R-2) Zones.

The following signs are permitted in the R-1 and R-2 Zones:

a. Signs not exceeding twenty-four (24) square feet in area, which identify a
particular residential subdivision, to be located on the subdivision site. No
more than two (2) signs may be located on any one subdivision.

b. Signs, including but not limited to home occupation signs, with an
aggregate area not exceeding four (4) square feet directing and guiding
traffic on private property, but bearing no advertising matter.

Section 604. Signs in the Rural Resource and Rural Residential (R-3) Zone.,

The following signs are permitted in the R-3 Zone:
a. All signs permitted in the R-1 and R-2 zones;

b. Detached signs, one to a property, which measure not more than (8)
square feet in size advertising farm produce grown at that location.

Section 605. Signs in the Seasonal Residence (R-4) and Resource Protection (R-

P) Zones.

The following signs are permitted in the R-4 and R-P Zones:

a. All signs permitted in the R-1 and R-2 Zones.
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ARTICLE 7 SHOPPING CENTERS

Section 701. Applicability. This Article regulates the placement of signs in all
shopping centers as defined in this Ordinance.

Section 702. Attached Signs. In shopping centers, each store or shop front may
have one attached sign aggregating four (4) square feet of area for every running foot
of its frontage. However, no attached sign or supporting structure shall extend more
than four (4) feet above the level of a flat roof or the level of the eaves on other types of
roofs. See Section 512, Affixed Signs.

Section 703. Detached Signs. Each shopping center may have one detached sign
directing the public to the shopping center and identifying use of services rendered on
the premises, but not describing goods by brand or trade name, and having a total area
not greater than four hundred (400) square feet.

Detached signs shall not extend to an height greater than twenty five (25) feet
above the level of the ground upon which they are erected.

Directional signs, measuring not more than four (4) square feet in area, designed
to direct and facilitate the flow of vehicular traffic into and out of a commercial
establishment, and containing no advertising matter, shall not be considered detached
signs within the meanings of this Ordinance.
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ARTICLE 8 STRUCTURE AND DESIGN

Section 801. Structure. All signs, except those which are less than eight (8) square
feet in size, or those which are temporary signs as defined by this Ordinance shall have
a structural frame. All frames shall have corner braces or “gusset plates” or the
equivalent at all corners.

Section 802. Structural Rolled Shapes. the minimum thickness of structural rolled
shapes shall be one-eighth (1/8) inch if galvanized or three sixteenth (3/16) inch if not
galvanized.

Section 803. Light Gauge Steel Members. Structural members of so-call “light
gauge” steel must be galvanized and of no less gauge than no. 10 or one-sixteenth
(1/16) inch. The latter must be designed in accordance with specifications for the
design of “light gauge” steel members of the American Iron and Steel Institute.

Section 804. Welding. All welding of structural frames, whether done in the shop or
field, must be done by qualified welders.

Section 805. Guys. Guys shall be required on the following signs:

a. Project signs of horizontal length of twenty-five (25) inches or greater;
b. Free-standing signs that cannot be sufficiently anchored or supported.

Section 805.1 Signs without guys shall be figured as “cantilevers” and extra care shall
be taken with the effectiveness at the anchor or supporting end.

Section 805.2 Guys, together with the supports on the buildings, establish certain
frame members as “simple beams”.

Section 805.3 When there is not sufficient room for cable guys at both sides of a sign,
angle or side guys may be used. All angle or side guys shall form an angle of no less
than forty-five (45) degrees with the face of the sign and the wall of the building.

Section 805.4 With permission of the Code Enforcement Officer, short angle or side
guys not reaching to the outer end of frame members, or a gusset plate between
members against the wall of a building and the main sign frame member, may be
allowed, but the fastening shall be to the continuous, horizontal sign frame member.

Section 805.5. The minimum allowable size of cable guys shall be three-sixteenths
(3/16) of an inch.

Section 806. Wind Loads. All projecting signs, roof signs, detached signs,
rectangular signs and free standing signs shall be designed and erected to withstand
wind load experienced in this area.

Section 807. Foundations. Permanent signs shall be adequately supported by a
base that provides protection against frost movement. Materials used in the
construction of the sign base shall be of a non-deteriorating nature.

Section 808. Signs with Concealed spaces. Signs having concealed spaces shall
be inspected and approved by the Code Enforcement Officer before being erected. If
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the size of the sign is such that it could be used as an accessory structure, then the
building setback standards for the zone in which it is erected shall be met.
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ARTICLE 9 NON-CONFORMING SIGNS

Section 901. Signs that do not conform to the provisions and conditions of this
Ordinance shall be altered so as to comply with this ordinance, or in lieu of such
alterations, shall be removed from the premises upon which located, according to the
schedule below. Signs existing on the date of the adoption of this Ordinance, which are
placed in non-conformance solely because of Article 6 of this Ordinance shall be
allowed to remain without alteration for an indefinite period, except that in no case shall
more than two (2) free-standing signs be allowed on lots with less than three hundred
(300) feet of frontage; or three (3) free-standing signs on lots with more than three
hundred (300) feet, but less than five hundred (500) feet of frontage; or four (4) free-
standing signs on lots with more than five hundred (500) feet of frontage.

The Code Enforcement Officer shall determine the value of the sign based on
current market values.

Value of Sign Period for Removal

$10.00 or less Immediately upon enactment of Ordinance
$10.01 to $100.00 One (1) year after enactment of Ordinance
$100.01 to $500.00 2 years after enactment of Ordinance
$501.00 to $1,000.00 3 years after enactment of Ordinance
$1,001.00 to $2,500.00 4 years after enactment of Ordinance
Over $2,500.00 5 years after enactment of Ordinance

Section 902. Non-Conforming Flashing and/or Revolving Signs. All flashing and/or
revolving signs are prohibited.

Section 903. Non-conforming signs, if destroyed or damaged beyond 50% of
replacement cost as determined by the Code Enforcement Officer, must be removed.
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ARTICLE 10 ENFORCEMENT

Section 1001. Enforcement Procedure.

A. It shall be the duty of the Code Enforcement Officer to enforce the provisions of
this Ordinance. If the Code Enforcement Officer shall find that any provision is
being violated, he or she shall notify in writing the person responsible for such
violation, indicating the nature of the violation and ordering the action necessary
to correct it, including discontinuance of illegal use of land, buildings or
structures, including signs, or work being done, removal of illegal buildings or
structures, and abatement of nuisance conditions. A copy of such notices shall
be submitted to the Municipal Officers and be maintained as a permanent
record. Any such notice is not a prerequisite to bringing any legal action noted in
Section 1002 below, and the failure to give notice shall not in anyway affect such
legal action.

B. The Code Enforcement Officer shall conduct on-site inspections to insure
compliance with all applicable laws and conditions attached to permit approvals.
The Code Enforcement Officer shall also investigate all complaints of alleged
violations of this Ordinance.

C. The Code Enforcement Officer shall keep a complete record of all essential
transactions of the office, including applications submitted, permits granted or
denied, variances granted or denied, revocation actions, violations investigated,
violations found, and fees collected.

Section 1002. Legal Action. The Municipal Officers, upon notice from the Code
Enforcement Officer, are hereby directed to institute any and all actions, and
proceedings, either legal or equitable, including seeking injunctions or violations and the
imposition of fines, that may be appropriate or necessary to enforce the provisions of
this Ordinance in the name of the Town of Holden. The Municipal Officers, or their
authorized agent, are hereby authorized to enter into consent agreements for the
purpose of eliminating violations of this Ordinance and recording fines without court
action. Such agreements should not allow an illegal structure or use to continue unless
there is clear and convincing evidence that the illegal structure or use was constructed
or conducted as a direct result of erroneous advice given by an authorized Municipal
Officer and there is no evidence that the owner acted in bad faith.

Section 1003. Fines. Any person, including but not limited to a landowner, a
landowner’'s agent or a contractor, who orders or conducts any activity in violation of
this Ordinance shall be penalized in accordance with Title 30-A, M.R.S.A., Section
4452,

Section 1004. Validity. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or
portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court
of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct and
independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions.
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ARTICLE 11 APPEALS AND VARIANCES

Section 1101. Administrative Appeals. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall hear and
decide matters where written appeal alleges an error in any interpretation, order,
requirement, decision or determination of the Code Enforcement Officer in the
enforcement of this Ordinance. The action of the Code Enforcement Office may be
modified or reversed by the Board by a concurring vote of a majority of the Board
members present.

Section 1102. Variances. The Zoning Board of Appeals shall decide upon written
requests for variances from the terms of this Ordinance. Variances shall be limited to
variations in the dimensions and placement of signs. Before the Board may grant a
variance, it must find that a relaxation of the terms of this Ordinance and that literal
enforcement of this Ordinance would result in undue hardship. The burden of showing
undue hardship is on the applicant. Before the Board may exercise its discretion and
grant a variance on the grounds of undue hardship, the applicant must show that:

a. The plight of the applicant is due to unique circumstances arising out of
conditions peculiar to the property in question, and not due to the general
conditions in the neighborhood.

b. The alleged hardship includes substantially more than mere
inconvenience or inability to attain a higher financial return or both.

C. The sign to be authorized by the variance will not alter the essential
character of the neighborhood.

d. The alleged hardship is not the result of action taken by the applicant or a
prior owner of the property.

The Board shall grant a variance only upon the concurring vote of a majority of Board
members present, and in so doing, may prescribe conditions and safeguards as are
appropriate for carrying out the intent and purposes of this Ordinance.

Section 1103. Appeal Procedure. Persons appealing the decision of the Code
Enforcement Officer shall first file a form for such purposes with the Code Enforcement
Officer together with an administrative processing fee of One Hundred Dollars
($100.00). Such appeal must be commenced and required administrative fee received
by the Code Enforcement Officer within thirty (30) days after the decision to be
appealed. All forms for appeals shall specifically set forth the grounds for the basis for
the appeal. The Code Enforcement Officer shall immediately refer the appeal, together
with all materials relative thereto, to the Chairman of the Board of Appeals for
consideration by the Board, as provided herein. Before taking any action on the
appeal, the Board of Appeals shall hold a public hearing. the Board shall notify by U.S.
mail, the owners of all abutting property and/or owners of properties within one hundred
(100) feet of the exterior boundaries of the property involved, at least ten (10) days in
advance of the hearing, the nature of the appeal, the time and place of the public
hearing, in accordance with the following:

a. The owners of the property shall be considered to be those against whom
taxes are assessed. Failure of any person owning property within said
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one hundred (100) feet to receive notice of said public hearing shall not
necessitate another hearing or invalidate any action by the Board of
Appeals;

b. Following the filing of the appeal, the Board of Appeals shall hold a public
hearing on the appeal within sixty (60) days. A notice of said hearing shall
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the area specifying
the date, time, and place of said hearing at least ten (10) days in advance
of the hearing:

C. At any hearing, a party may be represented by an agent or an attorney. A
hearing shall not be continued to another time except for good cause;

d. The Code Enforcement Officer, or his designated agent, shall attend all
hearings and shall present to the Board of Appeals all plans, photographs
or other materials he deems appropriate for an understanding of the
appeal;

e. To maintain orderly procedure, each side shall proceed without
interruption. Questions may be asked through the chair. All persons at
the hearing shall abide by the order of the Chairman;

f. Within twenty (20) days of the public hearing, the Board of Appeals shall
reach a decision on the requested appeal, and shall inform, in writing, the
appellant, the Code Enforcement Officer, and the Board of Selectmen of
its decision;

g. Upon notification of the decision of the Board of Appeals, the Code
Enforcement Officer shall take all necessary action as instructed by said
Board.

Section 1104. Further Appeals. Further appeals may be taken from any action of the
Board of appeals, within thirty (30) days after the decision is rendered, by any party,
including the Town of Holden, to the Superior Court from any order, relief, or denial in
accordance with Rule 80B, Maine’s Rules of Civil Procedure.
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CHAPTER 16. PARKING

Sec. 9-21-16-5. Parking restrictions.
(a) Generally. General parking restrictions are as follows:

(1) A person operating a vehicle on a county highway or on county property shall
comply with the county highway or property parking restrictions.

(2) The county has determined that the operator of a vehicle shall not stop, stand, or
park a vehicle on certain county highways or property. The county shall post signs or
pavement markings indicating the parking restrictions in effect for the highways or
property under IC 9-22-16.

(3) The county highways and property subject to parking restrictions are set forth in a
document entitled "Hamilton County Traffic Control Devices," which is to be maintained
by the county highway department.

(4) The board of commissioners may approve, by motion made in open meeting,
amendments to the list contained in the "Hamilton County Traffic Control Devices."

(5) The parking of vehicles in the right-of-way of any road in the county is unlawful
while the road is being paved, repaired, or repaved.

(6) The county highway department or the department's contractors or assigns may
post temporary no parking signs, clearly and conspicuously, along any road or right-of-
way in the county when they consider it necessary that parking not be permitted to allow
work within the right-of-way.

(7) If a road or street in the county has been posted with no parking signs for a period
of 24 hours, the county highway department or any contractor or designee of the
department may order vehicles to be towed from the right-of-way.

(8) If a vehicle is towed pursuant to this section, the costs of towing and storage
become a lien upon the vehicle as permitted by law. The owner of the vehicle is required
to pay the costs of towing and storage.

(9) There shall be no fine or costs imposed on the owner of a vehicle for a violation of
this section.

(b) County parking lots. Parking in county parking lots shall be in accordance with the
following:

(1) The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this subsection, shall have
the meanings ascribed to them in this subsection, except where the context clearly
indicates a different meaning:

Parking lots means the following parking areas controlled by the county:

a. The north lot, which is the northwest quadrant of the city block bounded on
the west by Eighth Street and the north by Clinton Street;

b. The south parking lot, which is generally bounded on the north by State Road
32, on the south by Maple Avenue, on the east by Sixth Street, and on the west
by White River; and

c. The sally port and underground parking at the west end of the county
government and judicial center.
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(2) All parking spaces within the parking lots owned by the county in downtown
Noblesville shall be only for the use of county employees during normal business hours
Monday through Friday, other than those designated for visitors or as handicapped
spaces.

(3) In the parking lots there may also contain parking spaces posted for the use of
handicapped persons and visitors.

(4) All employees of the county shall be issued a parking permit which shall be
prominently placed in the employee'’s vehicle permitting the employee to park in the
employee only spaces within the parking lots.

(5) All employees of the county shall park in designated parking lots during normal
working hours.

(6) No employee of the county who is issued a parking credential shall park in spaces
which are designated for public parking within the parking lots.

(7) Any person who parks a vehicle or owns a vehicle which is parked in the employee
spaces within the parking lots, without a properly displayed county employee parking
permit, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, shall be guilty of a
violation of this section, unless that vehicle is parked in a space designated as a visitor
space.

(8) Any person who parks in a handicapped parking space in the parking lots, the
parking lots at Riverview Hospital, or within the county parks without properly displaying
a proper license plate, decal, or credential issued pursuant to 1C 9-18-22 shall be guilty
of a violation of this section.

(9) Any county employee who parks in a designated visitor or handicapped space
without the proper license plate, decal, or credential set out in IC 9-18-22 shall be guilty
of a violation of this section.

(10) Any person who violates this section shall be deemed guilty of an infraction and
may be fined up to $500.00.

(11) Any person who violates the parking restrictions of this section shall pay a fine and
penalty payable to the offices of the Noblesville City Court at 135 South Ninth Street,
Noblesville, Indiana, in the sum of $10.00 if paid within seven days of the date and time
of the issuance of the ticket. If, and only if, such fine has not been paid within two weeks
of the date of issuance, the violation shall be docketed in the Noblesville City Court and
prosecuted as a class A infraction. In such event, the violatorshall be obligated to pay
the cost imposed by reason of the docketing in the Noblesville City Court in addition to
the fine prescribed in this section.

(12) All parking citations issued under this section shall be issued on forms provided by
the Noblesville Police Department. Any deputy of the county sheriff's department or a
member or designee of the Noblesville Police Department may issue a citation under the
terms and conditions of this section.

(13) All fines and court costs imposed for parking citations shall be payable to the
general fund of the City of Noblesville to help compensate for the cost of enforcement of
this section.

(c) County courthouse area. Parking is permitted in the county courthouse area as follows:

(1) Subject to the approval of the Noblesville City Board of Works, three parking spaces
on the west side of the courthouse are designated for the exclusive use of the county
sheriff.

(2) A vehicle may not park on the outside of the courthouse square on Mondays from
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3:00 a.m. to 6:00 a.m., or on the inside of the courthouse square from 3:00 a.m. to 6:00
a.m. on Tuesdays. A vehicle parked in violation of this subsection may be towed.

(d) Handicapped parking. Handicapped parking signs shall be placed in the parking spaces
next to the former county jail.

(Code 1992, § 9-21-16-5; Ord. No. 6-23-97-A, §§ 1--8, cm, 6-23-1997; Ord. No. 11-22-99A, §§ 1, 2, 4--
6, cm, 11-22-1999)

State law references: Areas where stopping, standing or parking prohibited, IC 9-21-16-5.
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ORDINANCE #2002-04
MAILBOX ORDINANCE

TOWN OF PRAIRIE LAKE

Ordinance regulating placement of mailboxes in the Town of Prairie Lake and prescribing
procedures thereof.

The Town Board of the Town of Prairie Lake, Barron County, Wisconsin, does hereby ordain
as follows:

Section 1.0 Applicability and Enforcement
a) The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to all residents of the Town of Prairie Lake.

b) This chapter shall be enforced by the officers of the Town of Prairie Lake.

Section 2.0 Intent

The intent of this ordinance is to require that safe but accessible mailboxes be placed upon
the road right-of-ways.

Secton 3.0 Requirements

Mailboxes must meet state requirements for placement. A swinging arm is strongly
recommended. The mailbox post must be at least three (3) feet from the shoulder of the
road and the bottom of the mailbox must be at least forty two (42) to forty eight (48) inches
above the road surface and may not extend into the roadway. Any optional boxes must be
attached to the same mailbox post.

Secton 4.0 Penalties
Should any mailbox be deemed unsafe by Town Road Maintenance Personnel, the owner of

said mailbox shall be notified in writing that said mailbox is not safe and does not comply
with Town of Prairie Lake standards and must be replaced. The aforementioned owner shall
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then have 10 days in which to comply with the state requirements for placement of
mailboxes as laid out and explained in this ordinance.

Section 5.0 Town Not Responsible for Damage

The Town of Prairie Lake will not be responsible for repair or replacement of mailboxes not
meeting the aforementioned standards that be damaged in the course of lawful and
necessary town activities.

Section 6.0 Effective Date

This ordinance shall be effective after adoption by the Town Board and publication or
posting as provided by law.

The foregoing ordinance is hereby adopted at the regular Board meeting of the Town of
Prairie Lake on the 15t day of October, 2002.

ATTEST:

W. Kenneth Hoefs, Chairman

Karn Moe, Clerk

Allan Morley, Supervisor

Almar Larson, Supervisor
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MAILBOX INSTALLATION AND REPLACEMENT GUIDELINES
MATERIALS

Post —4” x 4” x 80”: A treated wood post is recommended over steel. Wood posts are
~ unaffected by road salt which significantly accelerates the corrosion of metal posts. The

~ mailbox shall be mounted on a support structure which is a minimum of 4” x 4” or a

- maximum of 6” x 6” treated wood post, or a minimum 1%” to a maximum of 3" diameter
light gauge galvanized steel hollow pipe, or on such other similar structure as is approve:
by the Director of Public Works, and found by him to be of comparable safety to the
wooden post or light gauge steel pipe structures.

Other support structures such as, but not limited to, masonry columns, railroad rails and
ties, tractor wheels, plow blades, milk cans, or barrels filled with concrete are expressly
prohibited.

Mailbox: The mailbox should be U.S. Postal approved and securely attached to the post
standard mailbox is recommended over the more esoteric varieties for three reasons. Fir
they tend to weather the impact of snow coming off plows better. Second, Village policy
limits mailbox reimbursement to $50.00 (Ordinance 2004-100). Finally, most people find
row of standard mailboxes actually looks better than a cluttered array of artistic
interpretations of what should be a rather utilitarian container. Save yourself money and
improve the aesthetics of your neighborhood; buy a standard box.

INSTALLATION

Before You Do Anything: Call J.U.L.1L.E. at 1-800-892-0123 at least 48 hours before yot
even start to look for your shovel so all underground utilities can be located. If you do not
call before you dig, you might be in for quite a surprising jolt. You would also be violating
state law.

Locating the Post: The center of the post should be located 24 inches behind the back
the curb and 4 feet from any fire hydrant. The hole should be approximately 36 inches de
to deter frost heaving. A small amount of concrete placed in the hole will help set the pos
in place.

Locating the Box: The mailbox itself should be 42 inches off the ground so the mail can
can easily place mail in your box from his/her vehicle. The face of the mailbox should not
be less than 6” or more than 12” behind the curb so it does not get hit by snowplows (or
their marker flags).

Following these guidelines in accordance with Ordinance No. 93-43 & 2004-100 will -
alleviate most mailbox problems. Of course, we cannot guarantee that your mailbox will |
forever. Wet, heavy snow has quite an impact as it comes off a snowplow blade. And, in
any direct skirmish between an errant plow or car and your mailbox, your mailbox will
certainly lose. Rest assured that we do all we can to keep such skirmishes to an absolute
minimum and appreciate your efforts to install a mailbox in accordance with the instructic
above.

REPLACEMENT

We apologize for any inconvenience we may have caused you.

The Public Works Department must be notified by April 15, 2005 of any damages to
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receive reimbursement or have repairs made by the Public Works Department.

The Public Works Department will repair the existing box or replace it with a standard U.! !
Postal Service box or 4” x 4” wood post. !

If the resident desires a non-standard box the Village will reimburse for materials only to
maximum amount of $50.00. Reimbursement will only be made after the installation of th
new materials and receipts have been submitted

Should you have any questions please contact our Department at 367-3726 between the |
hours of 7:00 am and 3:30 pm Monday through Friday.
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City of Waverly Mailbox Ordinance
STATE OF MINNESOTA

COUNTY OF WRIGHT

CITY OF WAVERLY

Ordinance No. 98-03

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1. AND SECTION 2.
OF WAVERLY CITY ORDINANCE CHAPTER 11.03
ENTITLED "AN ORDINANCE REGULATING MAIL BOXES ."
The Waverly City Council does hereby ordain:

Section 1. Section 1. and Section 2. of Ordinance Chapter 11.03
entitled "An Ordinance Regulating Mail Boxes" is hereby amended
as follows:

Section 1. No person shall erect or cause to be erected or install a
box for delivery of mail on any property owned by the City of
Waverly.

Section 2. A person who qualifies for mail delivery may erect a mail
box in front of their property and the mail box must be erected in

compliance with federal regulations.

Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and
after its passage and publication according to law.

Passed by the Waverly City Council this 9th day of June, 1998.
Charles Bush, Mayor

ATTEST: Deborah Ryks, Clerk

Back to Reference Menu
Announcements | City Officials | General Info | Community Info | Location | Contact Info | Home
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ORDINANCE NO. 14,236

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, lowa, 2000, adopted by
Ordinance No. 13,827, passed June 5, 2000, as heretofore amended, by repealing Section 102-596 and
Section 102-598 thereof; by enacting a new Section 102-596 and Section 102-598; and, by adding and
enacting new subsections (10) and (11) to Section 102-604, to require that all new mailboxes and
replacements of existing mailboxes be of a breakaway design.

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Des Moines, lowa, as follows:

Section 1. That the Municipal Code of the City of Des Moines, lowa, 2000, adopted by Ordinance No.
13,827, passed June 5, 2000, be and is hereby amended by repealing Section 102-596 and Section 102-
598 thereof; by enacting a new Section 102-596 and Section 102-598; and, by adding and enacting new
subsections (10) and (11) to Section 102-604, to require that all new mailboxes and replacements of
existing mailboxes be of a breakaway design, as follows:

Sec. 102-596. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Breakaway mailbox means a mailbox approved by the U.S. Postal Service and used for the curbside
delivery of mail, which is supported by a wood post no greater in cross section than 4 inches square or
by a post with a strength no greater than a 2 inch diameter standard steel pipe. Two such posts may be
used to support a cluster of four or more mailboxes.

City engineer means the head of the engineering department or the engineer's duly authorized designee.
Encroachment, in addition to its usual meaning, means any architectural projection, chimney, stairway,
platform, step, railing, door, grate, vault, sign, banner, canopy, marquee, awning, newsrack, trash

container, bench, areaway, obstruction, opening or structure.

Newspaper delivery receptacle means a device for receiving and containing newspapers delivered for
and at the request of a subscriber to the newspaper.

Newsrack means an encroachment in the form of an unmanned device for the vending or free
distribution of newspapers or news periodicals; provided, however, that this definition shall not include

newspaper delivery receptacles.

Public property, in addition to its usual meaning, means any street, highway, avenue, alley, sidewalk,
skywalk bridge, public place or other real property owned or controlled by the city.

Sec. 102-598. Damages.
Any injury or damage to persons or property occurring in consequence of the construction, use or
maintenance of any of the encroachments described in this article or because of any defect therein shall

be paid by the person using or maintaining such encroachment.

After July 1, 2003, the responsibility for damage to a mailbox upon public property by the city, its
officers, employees and agents, shall be limited to replacement of the damaged mailbox by the city with
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a breakaway mailbox of a standard design and color selected by the city. The owner of any mailbox
remaining upon public property after July 1, 2003, shall be deemed to have agreed to this limitation as a
condition of the owner's continued use of the public right-of-way.

Sec. 102-604. Exemptions from article.

Nothing in this article shall be held in any way to prohibit or regulate the maintenance or placement of
the following:

(10) Breakaway mailboxes.

(11) Mailboxes constructed prior to May 1, 2003, that are not breakaway mailboxes. However, the
burden of establishing that an existing mailbox was constructed prior to May 1, 2003, shall be upon the
owner. Any mailbox, when replaced, shall be replaced with a breakaway mailbox.

Sec. 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passag