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Oral History
TRADITION

of the Fife Folklore Archives

At Utah State University
Libraries, we have a
tradition of community-
driven oral history efforts
aimed at bringing the
voices of the underserved
and underheard
communities into our

Special Collections & V DICES

Archives for preservation :DRUG COURT

and presentation. This
. CACHE VALLEY DRUG COURT
effort is called ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
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Fieldwork

TRADITION Ll
Memories:

Since 2000, we have oral histories
conducted ten major oral of american
) . folklorists

history efforts and advised

and/or served as Pl on ten
others—all the traditional
way

v' Community collaboration

v" Fieldwork

v" Interviewing—face to face

v" Transcription

v’ Participant transcript
review

v' EAD/Digital guide creation

v presentation/preservation //[\\

v’ Publicity
A UtahState
University
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Formative Early education (foundation)
— Cultural competencies
TRADTIONS

— Awareness/Unawares
— Areas of concern

e Academic education
— Mentors

e Work education
— Preservation
— Mentors

e Life education
— Partnering/collaborations

Yy J

— Social justice
— Social media

A
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RESHAPING

On the morning of 9
November, as my colleagues
and | watched our personal
social media “blow up” with
reactions to the U.S.
Presidential Election results, |
began to wonder

(both
dismayed and jubilant) of the
electorate.

As raw emotions gave way to
an urgent professional quest, |
began to hatch anidea to

e Capturing voices in the

heat of the momy N

s S

A
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Reworking Traditional Collecting

Sensitive to “pulse” of people
— Liminality
* Tradition of collecting
e Point of Discovery
— Memes
e Social media
— How to collect
e Qualtrics survey use
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72 Days: Concept to Completion

Planning & Executing in 5 hours

* |dea (10am)

* Buyin from colleagues (12pm)

— Dean

— Department Head
— Curators

— Metadata Services
— Digital Initiatives
— Graphic Design

— IRB Colleagues

 Work (next slides)
 Launch (5:15pm)
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https://archives.usu.edu/folklo/ElectionReflections.php

The purpose the project is to

and reflections of U.S. citizens and
others to the 2016 presidential election as a
means of preserving this unique part of
national history. The project will be

. Interested
participant will submit their entry via g
; this document will include and
® work as an and release
PrOtOCOI form. The document will ask for information
(a pplication) ( ) to assist USU Librarians when

describing each reflection. The information
gathered will be presented in a

produced and managed by USU’s
Special Collections & Archives.

A
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Releasing the Survey

:: Reflections on Presidential Election 20...~ Projects  Contacts  Library  Help (&)

Survey Actions Distributions Data & Analysis Reports

oY Look&Feel ™\2 SurveyFlow £ SurveyOptions S Tools v (% Preview Survey Q_ Search Questions...

Reflections on Presidential Election 2016

v Block 4 Block Options v
U.S. Presidential Election Reflections: Social Media Collecting Project
You've been reading them all day. Help us collect them: the stories of the election night. Share your

story! Help us gather and preserve the reflections and reactions of U.S. citizens and others to the 2016
presidential election. It is fast, all online, and enhances our national history.

[l Import Questions From... == Create a New Question

Add Block




Opening Screen

UtahState
University

U.S. Presidential Election Reflections: Social Media Collecting Project

You've been reading them all day. Help us collect them: the stories of the election night.
Share your story! Help us gather and preserve the reflections and reactions of U.S. citizens
and others to the 2016 presidential election. It is fast, all online, and enhances our national

history.

Powered by Qualtrics

7S
A UtahState

University
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IRB
UtahState
University

Project Information: 2016 U.S. Presidential Election Reflections

Purpose: Thank you for your willingness to participate in Utah State University’s 2016
U.S. Presidential Election Reflections project. The purpose of the project is to gather
reactions and reflections of U.S. citizens and others to the 2016 Presidential election and
preserve the reflections in USU Special Collections & Archives digital collection as a

means of enhancing our national history.

Procedures: Review this form. If you desire to participate, please complete the fields
below, including 1) reflection, 2) metadata (information about you and your submission), 3)
release/submit to USU.

Benefits/Risks: By collecting and making available the reflections to the 2016 Presidential
election, we will add unique and important voices to our national story, now and in the
future. There is minimal risk in participating in this project. However, if participation causes
any distress we request that you cease participation and do not submit your reflection.

[
»



Reflection

UtahState
University

Enter your personal reflection here. Please do not defame others. (4000 character

maximum)




Demographic Information

In which state do you currently reside?

A
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Other Information

* Self Description (1-2 sentence description'
you)

* Please give 3-5 keywords, sepz i’\
commas, that you would use to C A IEV!. P

//[\\
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Final Details
UtahState

University

By submitting your reflection and metadata to Utah State University Library's Special
Collections & Archives you are releasing the information to be shared in a digital collection
and have read and agreed to the informed consent/release information noted at the

beginning of the survey.

O | consent to release my information

Your name (which will not be used in the collection)

Name you would like associated with your reflection online (you may use an alias but
please remain civil)




Publicity for the Project:
Utah Public Radio

es0z= . EOET

News ~ Programs ¥  AboutUs ~ Support ¥ Utah Climate Center Community Calendar Connect ~ Search

Comments, Questions, Story Ideas?

Post-Election Opinions Could Be Used In The
Future

By AIMEE COBABE « NOV 16,2016

Listen
’ 1:31

If you’ve been on social media over the past week, Utah State University Special Collecions & Archives is
:
chances are you’ve seen a number of posts about the fOf' U, Presidential
'VOICE
You've been reading them all day. \
Help us collect them!

Election Reflections:
election.
That's exactly what Randy Williams is seeing. She’s a The sories ofthe election night COUNTS

Social Media Collecting Project
Share your story! Help us gather &
preserve the reflections and
reactions of U.S. citizens and others

folklore curator and oral history specialist at Utah {0 the 2018 presidential slection




Publicity for the Project:
Logan Herald Journal

5 s T
f® @ G+ @

@ News Sports Features Milestones Opinion Series Obits Events E-Edition Cache Magazine Daily Deals Classifieds

USU project collects presidential election reactions

By Kevin Opsahl staff writer Nov 11,2016 % (0)

Newsletter Signup

Sign up today, or manage your subscriptions, to
one of our great newsletters:

« Aggie Sports

Crime and Courts
Outdoors
Breaking News

Daily Headlines
and much more!

Get your e-Newsletters

Upcoming Events View our calendar

BNl Stokes Nature Center Summer
Utah State University Special Collections and Archives wants to put your reactions to the Pyl Camps
presidential election via social media into a digital collection. © Tue, Jun 20, 2017 @ 9:00 am

R\ Historic Adventures
The 2016 U.S. Presidential Election Reflections Project aims to take people’s opinions from PYV © Tue, Jun 20,2017 @ 11:00 am
Nov. 8 and beyond from Facebook, Twitter and other prominent social media sites.




Publicity for the Project:

UtahStateUniversity

Home  Archives Contact us v

A / Utah State Today

USU Today

Utah State Today

See Also v

U.S. Presidential Election Reflections: Social Media Collecting Project

Thursday, Nov. 10, 2016

Utah State University Special Collections & Archives is
SEEKING PARTICIPANTS
ar U.S. Presidential

Election Reflections:
Social Media Collecting Project

Y

'VOICE

COUNTS

You've been reading them all day.

Help us collect them!

The stories of the election night.

Share your story! Help us gather &

preserve the reflections and

reactions of U.S, citizens and others

to the 2016 presidential election.

1tis fast, all online, and enhancing our national history.
http://tinyurl.com/electionreflections

UtahStateUniversity.
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

You've been reading them all day. Now, you can help Utah State University
Special Collections and Archives gather and preserve the reflections and
reactions of U.S. citizens and others to the 2016 presidential election.

Share your story!

Randy Williams, folklorist and curator in USU’s Special Collections and Archives,
coordinates this project.

“Whether you are encouraged or discouraged by the election results, we want to
collect your reflection of this momentous national event,” Williams said. “It is
important for our children and future generations to know what we were thinking
and feeling. Like tiles in a mosaic, each voice adds shape and dimension to our
national identity.”

The project is fast (under 20 minutes) and all online. Those interested can copy
and paste something they’ve already shared on social media or, participants can




Classes
November 9, 2016 - @

. Dr. Lynne McNeill's Online Folklore i Like Page

Have thoughts on the election and want to share them? You can
preserve your perspective on this moment in history in USU's Special
Collections and Archives! Please share the link, too!

U.S. Presidential Election Reflections: Social Media
Collecting Project

Qualtrics sophisticated online survey software solutions make creating online
surveys easy. Learn more about Research Suite and get a free account today.

USU.CO1.QUALTRICS.COM

o Randy Edwards Williams and 3 others 1 Comment 1 Share v

i Like 8 Comment # Share Chronological ~

Special Collections & Archives at Utah State University
November 9, 2016 - @

Ever wanted to be a part of the archives? Now's your chance!

No matter whose side you were on, this year's election was a big deal.

Special Collections and Archives wants to capture your reaction (right now

while it's still fresh!) so we can preserve it for those looking back on this
transformative event in American history. We know you have thoughts
(we've been looking a social media today, too) so fill out our brief survey,
and who knows, maybe your reaction will make it in a research paper one
day!

USE THIS LINK: http://tinyurl.com/electionreflections

Utah State University Special Collections & Archives is

SEEKING PARTICIPANTS

U.S. Presidential
Election Reflections:
Social Media Collecting Project

cvenaenenen || VOICE

Help us collect them!

The stories of the election night.
Share your story! Help us gather &
preserve the reflections and
reactions of U.S. citizens and others
to the 2016 presidential election.

Itis fast, all online, and enhancing our national history.

. Christine Rompato shared a link to the group: Utahns Acting
for Change Together.
November 12, 2016 - &

Utah State University Special Collections is collecting thoughts and
opinions about the election from as many people across the state, nation,
and abroad. You can type up to about 600 words (4000 characters), and
you can use a pseudonym. Please consider sharing a post or reflection
with them--

To post, go to http://tinyurl.com/electionreflections

For more info on the project, go to
https://archives.usu.edu/folklo/ElectionReflections.php

U.S. Presidential Election Reflections: Social Media
Collecting Project

Qualtrics sophisticated online survey software solutions make creating online
surveys easy. Learn more about Research Suite and get a free account today.

USU.CO1.QUALTRICS.COM

O 3 1 Share

1l Like 8 Comment A Share

Randy Edwards Williams liked this post

1 Sally Rampe
~ November 14, 2016 - @

| have been hearing lots of amazing heartfelt stories of how folks are
feeling after the election. | would like to encourage you to let your voice
be heard for generations to come. If you don't think you have a story, or
the time to write it please take these words from Winston Churchill to
heart, "History will be kind to me, for | intend to write it."

U.S. Presidential Election
Reflections

I Fife Folklore Archives -- U.S. Presidential Election
\ v I E Reflections

ARCHIVES.USU.EDU

o Randy Edwards Williams and 11 others 1 Comment

il Like 8 Comment A Share




Huffington Post

HUFFPOST

Russ Beck, Contributor
P ' Russ Beck teaches writing at Utah State University and co-wrote the book On Fly-Fishing
“" the Northern Rockies: Essays and Dubious Advice.

And To All The Little Girls

The morning after the election my daughter asked me “Dad, do people just not

like girls? And To All The Little Girls

11/10/2016 10:26 am ET | Updated Nov 10, 2016

VOICE

This was originally written for the “U.S. Presidential Election Reflections: Social Media

Collecting Project” and they want to hear from you too!

N



The 5 Step Program
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Cleaning the Data

v Qualtrics -> CSV file
v CSV file -> Excel spreadsheet

v Reviewed entries for cleanup
v’ De-identification
v’ "Copy/Paste" errors
v’ Strange characters
v’ Fix paragraph/line breaks
v’ Standardized some free text

What | can do:
Breathe in
Breathe out
Pet the dog
Listen to music
Read mindless mystery novels
Listen to my son's wise counsel
Remember to be good

fields (location, etc.) 2:29
v Added "Not supplied" to Work
blank fields Love

v Reviewed entries for red flags What | cannot do:
Watch TV
v’ Threats of harm aich 11 news

Look at Facebook

v Threats of self-harm Read the newspaper A

Talk about it yet

Give up al" Jm, UtahState
University

MERRILL-CAZIER LIBRARY



Data converted to Metadata

Reflection on the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election submitted by Gobsmacked yet hopeful
" scr View PDF & Text =~ & Print

gggggggggg

* *

* k

* %

* k

Name: Gobsmacked yet hopeful

Self-Description: I am librarian, parent of 2, and someone who reads a lot and tries to
keep up with the issues. I am still hopeful that we can move forward in a positive way
despite the outcome of this election.

Keywords: Stupefied, still hopeful, blindsided

Context: Not supplied

Date and time of submission: 11/10/16 2:04

United States Birth Year: 1959
Arizona : F mal
USA

Chandl ispanic: N 1 ppl ed
Register dDmoctbt LGBT:

v Concatenate to form new fields: l - ]‘
v “Reflection on the 2016 U.S. Presidential
Election submitted by o
v De-dupe entries )
v A
Convert dates to ISO/DAC standards 40 ), nstate

University
MERRILL-CAZIER LIBRARY




Data converted to PDF

v" Word template
= v" Graphic

Name: Hannah / TeXt

iinltg::rcll;g:iigg;l am a white, female young adult that is growing her interest in / IVI a i I M e r g e S p r e a d S h e et i nt O

Keywords: interesting, reflective, generational

Context: Not supplied master Word document

Date and time of submission: 12/9/16 18:31 / Split master docu ment into
Country: United States Birth Year: 1998 m u Iti p I e WO rd d OC u m e nts

* k

* %

* %

State: Utah Gender: Female .

vl N with macro

Political Affiliation: Republican LGBT: No / Save d Wit h a p p ro p ri a te
filenaming convention

Reflection:

Resaved as PDFs
Word and PDF files retained

It was interesting to see history in the making. This was the first time that [ was able
to vote and when the time came, I didn't really want to. Don't worry, I still did but
there wasn't such a clear-cut choice as [ feel there has been in the past. It was
interesting watching the buildup throughout the campaigns. I feel like I am at such
an optimal age to vote but unfortunately so many people my age don't take
advantage of this freedom we get to enjoy. This election taught me to educate myself
in future elections and be more involved in these campaigns.

ENERN
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A UtahState
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Loaded into CONTENTdm

DIGITAL COLLECTIONS

USU Library Home Digital Collections Home Election Reflections Home Browse the Election Reflections Collection

Search m Advanced Search

Home »» Election Reflections - Social Media Collecting Project

Election Reflections - Social Media Collecting Project

U.S. Presidential

Social Media Collecting Project

About this collection

The U.S. Presidential Election Reflections collection launched on 20 January 2017, just in time for the United States presidential inauguration. This social
media collecting project boasts 233 reflections about the 2016 presidential election results. The collection project began the day after the election and ran
for one month. The respondents are from 27 U.S. states and four foreign countries.

The 2016 presidential election exposed the depths of a political divide for much of the country and the world was watching. Whether people were
encouraged or discouraged by the election results, USU Special Collections (SCA) curators wanted to collect the reflections of this momentous national
event. It is important for future generations to know what people were thinking and feeling.

The social media collecting project is a first for the USU Library. It was conceived and created the day after the election as the world watched social media
“blow up” with personal reflections on the election results. It seemed important to collect and preserve these reflections, and fast.

Using social media to promote the project, SCA curators and USU librarians used Qualtrics software to create a survey that would allow interested
participants to add their social media reflection to the project. The survey was open from 9 November to 9 December 2016. Those who contributed to the
project were able to do so quickly and all online. Survey respondents were asked to share their thoughts on the election and had the option to provide
additional information about themselves.

Information provided in the survey results helped USU librarians organize the collection and will allow others to be able to study how reactions varied in
different locations or between men and women, etc.

Although the project received responses from around the world, the Library collected the reflections as a part of its mission to gather the voices and
perspectives of members of Northern Utah communities. SCA hopes to do this for coming presidential elections, and possibly state elections. Future
researchers seeking to understand the diversity of the political culture of Utah will require more than vote counts. Like tiles in a mosaic, each voice adds
shape and dimension to our national identity.

ENTER THE COLLECTION

Recent Additions

Receive updates for this collection.

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.
Presidential
Election
submitted by
Dustin

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.
Presidential
Election
submitted by
Hannal

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.
Presidential
Election
submitted by
amber

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.
Presidential
Election
submitted by
Chris (3 of 3)

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.



Converted into EAD

ARCHIVES WEST sstibidba ABOUT CONTACT HELP

[Share: Download/Print: PDF Search @ DIGITAL OBJECTS ONLY

By Keywords

Election Reflections: Social Media Collecting Project, 2016

Overview of the Collection v

Creator Randy Williams
Title Election Reflections: Social Media Collecting Project
Dates 2016 (inclusive)
Quantity 233 submitted items
Collection Number USU_Folk Coll 61
Summary Two hundred thirty-three reflections to the 2016 U.S. Presidential electio
Repository Utah State University, Merrill-Cazier Library, Special Collections and Archives Division
Special Collections and Archives
Merrill-Cazier Library
Utah State University
Logan, UT
84322-3000
Telephone: 435-797-2663
Fax: 435-797-2880
scweb@usu.edu
Access Restrictions No restrictions on use, except: not available through interlibrary loan.

Languages English
Find Related Collections v

Historical Note v

The 2016 U.S. presidential election included the first major party female presidential nominee, former U.S. First Lady, democrat Hillary Rodham Clinton, and billionaire U.S. businessman and self-proclaimed
Washington outsider, republican Donald J. Trump. The election cycle was especially divisive. The election exposed the depths of a political divide for much of the country and the world.

The election was held on Tuesday, 8 November 2016, and Donald J. Trump was the victor. As the election results began to come in across news and social media outlets, social media “blew up” with personal
reflections on the election results. Randy Williams, Fife Folklore Archives Curator in USU Special Collections, thought it important to collect these reflections. Colleagues Jennifer Duncan, department head of
Special Collection and Archives, and Liz Woolcott, department head of Cataloging and Metadata Services, agreed. The three worked speedily with many colleagues throughout the USU Library to produce the
project and gather reflections.

The social media collecting project was a first for the USU Library. And, the collection organization happened in five hours! From noon until 5pm, 9 November, the key team worked to create a Qualtrics
survey to solicit responses, submit and received Utah State University Institutional Review Board approval, create an information website, write a press release, and launch the social media collecting project
through social media.

The project launched at approximately 5:15pm and ran from 9 November until 9 December 2016. Contributors to the project were able to do so in under 20 minutes and all online. The first respondent was at
5:46 pm that same day: 31 minutes after the launch. Survey respondents were asked to share their thoughts on the election and had the option to provide additional information about themselves. The
information provided in the survey helped the team organize the collection. This information will allow users to see how reactions varied in different locations, between men and women, political parties, etc.

The collection produced 233 reflections. The respondents are from 27 U.S. states and two foreign countries. Although the project received responses from around the world, the Library collected the
reflections as a part of its mission to gather the voices and perspectives of members of Northern Utah communities. SCA hopes to do this for coming presidential elections, and possibly state elections. Future




Converted into EAD

Metadata team:
v" Assign ARK identifiers

v" Record information in CONTENTdm

v" Export from CONTENTdm

v Convert to <c> container list for EAD guide
v’ Linked at the item level to Digital Collection

Detailed Description of the Collection~
Series I: Federal Elections, 2016

Description Dates

No. : Presidential Elections 2016

No. 1: Anonymous Click to access @ 2016 November

Submitted: 5:46 PM 09
No. 2: Katie Click to access @ 2016 November
Submitted: 6:02 PM 09
No. 3: GibsonGirl99 Click to access & 2016 November
Submitted: 6:10 PM 09
No. 4: Kacy Click to access @ 2016 November
Submitted: 6:12 PM 09
No. 5: Anonymous Click to access @ 2016 November
Submitted: 6:26 PM 09
No. 6: Jodi Z Click to access @ 2016 November % Yy |
Submitted: 6:48 PM 09 l
No. 7: Vwayne Click to access @ 2016 November .l m Utahstate
Submitted: 7:02 PM 09 'f'. AR . .
University
No. 8: Fabio Gottlicher Click to access @ 2016 November

Submitted: 7:33 PM 09 MERRILL-CAZIER LIBRARY


http://bit.ly/2sQpyGd

You can see them now!

DIGITAL COLLECTIONS

Y —— T

Home 1+ Election Reflections - Social Media Collecting Project

Election Reflections - Social Media Collecting Project

u.S. Pre5|dent|al

v
Social Media Collecting Project

About this collection

U.S. Presidential Election Reflections collection launched on 20 January 2017, just in time for the United States presidential inauguration. This social
media collecting project boasts 233 reflections about the 2016 presidential election results. The collection project began the day after the election and ran
for one month. The respondents are from 27 U.S. states and four foreign countries.

‘The 2016 presidential election exposed the depths of a political divide for much of the country and the world was watching. Whether people were
encouraged or discouraged by t its, USU Special Collections (SCA) curators wanted to collect the reflections of this momentous national
event. It is important for future generations to know what people were thinking and feeling.

The sodil media collcting project s fis or the USU Library. It was conceived and created the day aftr the election s the worid watched social media
“blow up” with personal reflections on the election results. It seemed important to collect and preserve these reflections, and fas

Using social media to promote the project, SCA curators and USU librarians used Qualtrics software to create a survey that would allow interested
participants to add their social media refiection to the project. The survey was open from 9 November to 9 December 2016. Those who contributed to the
project were able to do so quickly and all online. Survey respondents were asked to share their thoughts on the election and had the option to provide
additional information about themselves.

Information provided in the survey results helped USU librarians organize the collection and will allow others to be able to study how reactions varied in
different locations or between men and women, etc.

Although the project received responses from around the world, the Library collected the reflections as a part of its mission to gather the voices and
perspectives of members of Northern Utah communities. SCA hoy do this for coming presidential elections, and possibly state elections. Future
researchers seeking to understand the diversity of the political culture of Utah will require more than vote counts. Like tiles in a mosaic, each voice adds.
shape and dimension to our national identity.

ENTER THE COLLECTION

Recent Additions

Login | Favorites |

Receive updates for this collection

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.
Presidential
Election
submitted by

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.
Presidential

Election
submitted by
Hannah

Reﬂemon on the
2016

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.
Presidential
Election
submitted by
amber

Reflection on the
u.s.
Presidential
Election
submitted by
Chris (3 of 3)

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.

2 Help

s
o
R D ABOUT CONTACT HELP

@ DIGITAL OBJECTS ONLY

Search

Election Reflections: Social Media Collecting Project, 2016

Overview of the Collection~

Creator ~Randy Willams
Election Reflections: Social Media Collecting Project
2016 (inciusive)
233 submitted items
USU_Folk Coll 61

Summary  Two hundred thirty-three reflections to the 2016 U.S. Presidential election.
Repository  Utah State University, Merril-Cazier Library, Special Collections and Archives Division

Special Collections and Archives
Merril-Cazier Library
Utah State University
Logan, UT
843223000
Telephone: 435-797-2663
Fax: 435-797-2880
scweb@usu.ed

Access Restrictions No restrictions on use, except: not avalable through interilbrary loan.

Languages English

4Return to Top

Find Related Collections v

Historical Note v

The 2016 U.S. presidential election included the first major party female presidential nominee, former U.S. First Lady, democrat Hillary Rodham Clinton, and billionaire U.S. businessman and self-proclaimed
Washington outsider, republican Donald J. Trump. The election cycle was especially divisive. The election exposed the depths of a political divide for much of the country and the worid.

“The election was held on Tuesday, 8 November 2016, and Donald J. Trump was the victor. As the election results began to come in across news and social media outlets, social media “blew up” with personal
reflections on the election results. Randy Williams, Fife Folklore Archives Curator in USU Special Collections, thought it important to collect these reflections. Colleagues Jennifer Duncan, department head of
Special Collection and Archives, and Liz Woolcott, department head of Cataloging and Metadata Services, agreed. The three worked speedily with many colleagues throughout the USU Library to produce the
project and gather reflections.

‘The social media collecting project was a first for the USU Library. And, the collection organization happened in five hours! From noon until Spm, 9 November, the key team worked to create a Qualtrics
survey to solicit responses, submit and received Utah State University Institutional Review Board approval, create an information website, write a press release, and launch the social media collecting project
through social media.

The project launched at approximately 5:15pm and ran from 9 November until 9 December 2016. Contributors to the project were able to do so In under 20 minutes and all online. The first respondent was at
5:46 pm that same day: 31 minutes after the launch. Survey respondents were asked to share their thoughts on the election and had the option to provide additional information about themselves. The
information provided in the survey helped the team organize the collection. This information will allow users to see how reactions varied in different locations, between men and women, political parties, etc.
“The collection produced 233 reflections. The respondents are from 27 U.S. states and two foreign countries. Although the project received responses from around the world, the Library collected the
reflections as a part of its mission to gather the voices and perspectives of members of Northern Utah communities. SCA hopes to do this for coming presidential elections, and possibly state elections. Future.


http://bit.ly/2sIgN0N
http://bit.ly/2rFT6Se

Demographics of the Collection:

Who completed the survey?

233 usable responses
152 identified as women

193 identified as white and 15 hﬂ\
13 identified as being of Hi: Aﬂ _
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Demographics of the Collection
State of Origin

Utah

Texas
California
Idaho
Oregon
Washington
Arizona
Massachusetts
Georgia
Louisiana
New York
Pennsylvania
Wyoming
Alabama
Colorado
Hungary
Illinois

6
6
5
5
4
4
74
2
2
2
v
1
1
1
1

Japan

Kansas
Kentucky
Maryland
Minnesota
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
North Dakota
Not supplied
Ontario
Pakistan
South Carolina
Tennessee
West Virginia

Disgrace

The Roman Empire
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Demographics of the Collection
Party Affiliation

American

Center Left

Conservative
Conservative independent
CORRECT

Democrat
Democrat/Progressive
Democratic Socialist
Demokratisch

| Don’t Have One

Green, Voted Democrat
Green

Independent

Independent Conservative
Independent, Dem leaning
Lean Democrat
Left-leaning Dem (former Green
Liberal

Liberal Democrat
Liberal/Progressive
Libertarian

LOVE

Mid-right

Moderate

Moderate-Liberal

Mostly Republican

Mostly Democrat

N/A 2

New Democratic Party—Canada 4

No Answer/Left Blank 7

Not Sure 1

Passionate Democrat 1

Previously Independent, Now Dem 1

Progressive 1
1
1|

Registered Dem, Really Independent
Republican/Voted Obama-Clinton
Republican 38
Republican (for now) 1
Republican, might become Indepen. 1
Socialist 1

Technically Republican
Unaffiliated
Unaffiliated, Left Leaning
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Collection Voices /

Dustin, male, white, Republican, Self-description: “Grev ur:

Wyoming on a ranch,” Logan UT; submitted: 12/12/2016 10:44
. An pasM’ ns.

It seemed as if the tactics changed from fighting to be the most notable
candidate to how can | downgrade the other. The debates couldn't really
be called debates, rather arguing and changing questions to pin other
candidates down. I'm sure debate teams in high schools across the
country were watching in perplexity. Media has so much influence upon a
people also. Wether good or bad media, media puts candidates in the
spotlight. | noticed everyday there was something on the news about
Trump. This is one of the first times in history where we couldn't really tell
either of the candidates true plans for the country, seemed as if instead of
giving out what they were trying to accomplish for the country they would
think of what can we say that might intrigue or rial up people to pay
attention to my campaign. We'll see how the future turns ouffwith the

election. Always hope for the best for this great country! /.\
g' 'hl, UtahState
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Collection Voices /

Julia, female, white, Democratic, SeIf—descrlptlon “lama SSQ

Utah State University and a HRC supporter,” North Logar h;
submitted: 11/9/2016 20:25 m
- .  tell the crowd to ,

home for the evenlng, 8 thought I should turn in too. It wasn't over
- Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota were still out. | went upstairs
to sleep and my boyfriend came in about 20 minutes later. He said
in hushed tones "so you've seen." | had no idea what he meant - |
had turned on an episode of "Chopped." He realized this and said
"she called him to concede." | couldn't understand what he was
saying. | snapped back, "No she didn't. You're kidding me. No. Why
would she do this? This is a bad joke! This isn't funny." | turned on
CNN to see the headline and Mike Pence introducing Donald Trump.
For the rest of the night we just laid in silence, sporadically telling

each other it would be okay
A
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Collection Voices /

Amy Odum, female, white, Independent, self-descriptic
and a professor and a successful academic,” Logan,

11/9/2016 21:19

-

My husband and our daughter went to a friend's house to have a taco dinner and
celebrate Hillary's win. As the returns came in, we all got quieter and quieter, and
at some point | realized there was a good chance she could lose. | realized that |
had never seriously considered that she could lose against Trump. It was
staggering and appalling. | felt sick. Some time after 10 p.m. we walked home
quietly and sadly, still in shock at how things were going. We all went to bed not
knowing the final outcome. | had a hard time getting to sleep and tossed and
turned as | finally fell into a fitful sleep. At 3:45 a.m., | woke to the sight of my
husband looking at his phone. He was looking at the election results. | asked who
won and he said Trump and | could still barely even believe it. We held each other,
unable to sleep, for what seemed like a very long time. All of the ramifications of
the results ran through my head. My husband gave me the sweete
kiss that | will always remember from that dark night and I finally *CR 3B te
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MERRILL-CAZIER LIBRARY



Collection Voice

senior undergraduate student at Utah State University. | am s e
and Philosophy. | identify as a nondenominational Christian

This is a recounting of my thoughts and feelings on Election Day and the day after. The day of the election, | was feeling
really ready to be done with all the bullshit and hyperbole. However, Tuesday is the busiest day of my week, and | spent
most of the day either in classes or studying for class, so | was mostly able to keep my mind off of the election. | didn't really
hear anything about the election until about 8:30pm, when a friend started giving updates to a group of us that were
hanging out. Leading up to the election, | believed the pollsters, just like everyone else, and was fully expecting a Clinton
victory. This was rather disheartening to me because | feel that she really is not the best person to be running our country,
for a variety of reasons. However, | got home from school around 9:30pm to find my dad avidly watching the vote counting
on several different websites, and | was quite surprised to see that Trump was up by several percentage points. As the night
went on and my dad continued to give me updates, | started to wonder, "Is Trump really going to beat Hillary??" By the time
| went to bed, it was pretty obvious that Trump had won the election. When | woke up the next morning, the first thing I did
was reach for my phone and get on Facebook. | could tell from all of the doomsday-type comments that Trump was our new
president. | was honestly quite shocked. All day Wednesday, | went through a range of emotions: incredulous because he
won; concern because of the way the public is reacting; relief that the Supreme Court will not have another liberal to tip the
vote for the next 40+ years; trepidation over the future of our nation; and disgust because of all the people to represent the
Republican party, Trump should've been the very last. The worst part of this whole thing has been seeing the outpouring of
hateful and vicious comments from everyone who expected Hillary to win, as well as the petty & vengeful people among the
Trump supporters; | wish people could be more objective and less emotional about the whole thing. | myself was pretty
resigned to the prospect of a Clinton presidency, but did not think it was worth losing friends over; obviously the other side
simply does not feel the same way. It's been hurtful to be treated like | am not an intelligent or caring person because | did
not support Hillary. However, | did not support Trump either. Any time I've come across a genuine discgsion that has
promoted understanding and love, even in the midst of disagreements, it's been such a breath of fre and a sign that
there is some hope for this country yet. A
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The Election Reflections Project was
the first social media collecting project ~
for USU Libraries Special
Collections & Archives.
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*  Continue collecting using social media

—  Presidential elections

—  Mid-term elections

—  Other dramatic event(s) that affect our community
*  Create protocol for social media efforts

— Calendaring: plan ahead, more lead time

— Promote ahead of time (with contingencies for “heat of the moment” collection)

. — Potential for doing a pre- and post- election survey ;

*  Networking

— Establishing a network to “get the word out”

— Networking with potential researchers, social scientists, journalists
— Do a better job getting a cross section of the communities
* Involve community activists across the spectrum
- Instrument
— Streamline questions
— Refine the survey instrument, while trying to keep as much as possible extant for longitudinal collecting

— Provide drop down menus for some fields to streamline clean up time

N
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Be aware of your own interests/biases when you are
envisioning/building a collection

Anecdotally, many people seemed to really appreciate being able to ‘
document how they were feeling in the moment.

Future researchers will seek to understand the diversity of the
political culture of Utah and require more than vote counts.

Grateful we documented “heat of the moment” voices, coming
across public and private social media channels in rural Utah.

Surprised by some of the national/international exposure.

Work to get more local (Cache Valley) focus remains distinctively
Northern Utah.

—
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LAULO:

Social Media Collecting Project

About this collection

The U.S. Presidential Election Reflections collection launched on 20 January 2017, just in time for the United
States presidential inauguration. This social media collecting project boasts 233 reflections about the 2016
presidential election results. The collection project began the day after the election and ran for one month. The
respondents are from 27 U.S. states and four foreign countries.

The 2016 presidential election exposed the depths of a political divide for much of the country and the world
was watching. Whether people were encouraged or discouraged by the election results, USU Special
Collections (SCA) curators wanted to collect the reflections of this momentous national event. It is important
for future generations to know what people were thinking and feeling.

The social media collecting project is a first for the USU Library. It was conceived and created the day after
the election as the world watched social media “blow up” with personal reflections on the election results. It
seemed important to collect and preserve these reflections, and fast.

Using social media to promote the project, SCA curators and USU librarians used Qualtrics software to create a
survey that would allow interested participants to add their social media reflection to the project. The survey
was open from 9 November to 9 December 2016. Those who contributed to the project were able to do so
quickly and all online. Survey respondents were asked to share their thoughts on the election and had the
option to provide additional information about themselves.

Recent Addi

Receive updates for this collection.

Reflection on the

2016 U.S.
Presidential
Election
submitted by
Dustin

Reflection on the

2016 U.S.
Presidential
Election
submitted by
Hannah

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.
tial

submitted by
amber

Reflection on the
2016 U.S.
Presidential
Election
submitted by
Chris (3 of 3)



http://digital.lib.usu.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16944coll31
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