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§CONNECTING FISH, RIVERS & PEOPLE
DAM REMOVAL EUROPE



CONNECTING FISH, RIVERS & PEOPLE

OPEN RIVERS

HAPPY FISH

HAPPY PEOPLE

@fishmigration



Rivers: 
Veins of the earth



Super highway: 
Free-flowing rivers…

biodiversity 
hotspots



www.swimway.org



Making love
We want to 
mate, ‘mate’

© Jeroen Helmer



Spawning 
is fun



IC: 22.500 MWIC: 11.233 MWIC: 14.000 MW

>800.000 HP dams

>50.000 large (>15m)

Thousands planned or 
under construction

The roadblocks in swimways

Europe > 1mln. Barriers (AMBER EU project)



I think we are 
going to die, 
thank you!



France: 83,795 man-made obstacles

UK: 22,000 man-made obstacles

SWEDEN: 9,298 barriers 



If we want our rivers full of fish it will mean that we 
should protect and restore the energy input and 

nutrient flows. 



REMOVED DAMS: >1400

GLINES CANYON DAM REMOVAL © USGS



We too

3220 km river opened up



Assessing 
Ecological Impacts
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3220 km river 
opened up



www.damremoval.eu

Share
Learn 

Inspire
Together
Catalyze
Connect 

Fund



Supported by



Ambition
Free flowing rivers full of life 

for people and nature

By removing dams
Starting with old and obsolete dams



1. Increase awareness
- Value of free flowing rivers
- Dam Removal as best option for river restoration

2. Solid Network
- Share knowledge & experience
- Inspire future dam removal projects
- Improve cooperation Europe – USA

3. Put dam removal on the EU agenda 
- Dam Removal as WFD policy option
- European funding for dam removal projects

Objectives

General public

Professionals: policy 
makers, water managers, 
scientists, technicians at 
NGO’s and knowledge 
institutes… 

Decision makers and 
Politicians



Policy report (June 2018)

www.damremoval.eu

1. >30.000 old and obsolete dams
2. Removal is not part of European policies yet
3. Great showcase projects already in place 
4. Mapping obsolete & removed barriers
5. Focus on new research programs needed
6. Funding mechanism needed

http://www.damremoval.eu


Policy report (case examples)

	

	



Brown Trout (upstream)

Brown Trout (downstream)



Yecla de Yeltes dam (Spain)
Removed april 2018



FRANCE: >2.400
SWEDEN: >1.600
FINLAND: >450
SPAIN: >200
UK: >130
NETHERLANDS: >50
ESTONIA: >5
SWITZERLAND: 1
BELGIUM: tbd
GERMANY: tbd

REMOVED BARRIERS

© Duero River Basin Authority



Dam Removal database



“It’s time to think seriously what we should leave for the future, either a free-
flowing river that gives good and sustainable blessings forever, or a concrete 

dam that does not”: Shoku Tsuru (Japan) 

© European Rivers Netowrk



Selune Project (France)

2 dams (35m and 20m)
70 mln. Euro
90 river km

10 diadromic fish species 



8 dam removals (15 mln. Euro)

3300 km free-flowing river

Salmon, eel, trout, lampreys, etc

11 people died at the Sindi dam

Ministry of Environment Estonia

PARNU RIVER (ESTONIA)

started in 2018

Fishway removed





©Laura Wildman



International Seminar on Dam Removal (24-26 Sep 2018, Hudiksvall)

UPCOMING SEMINARS: 
ESTONIA: 21-23 MAY 2019
FRANCE: AUTUMN 2019



Crowd funding campaign

If you have a dam removal project in mind please 
don't hesitate to contact us for questions and 
clarifications

Projects that are almost ready to start, but still need some 
co-funding have a bigger chance of being excepted.

List of inspiring case examples for the rest of Europe



WEBSHOP





21 APRIL 2018 NEXT: 16 MAY 2020

570 events worldwide, 3000 organisations involved

North America Hub

South America Hub

Africa Hub 

Asia Hub

Oceania Hub

Europe Hub



www.worldfishmigrationday.com

Join the celebrations!



▪ Raise awareness on the protection and development of 
migratory fish populations in river systems worldwide

▪ Facilitate communication between the worldwide fish 
migration expert community and key-decision makers & 
policy makers

▪ Organize and stimulate the dissemination of knowledge 
around free-flowing rivers and fish passage concepts.

CONNECTING FISH, RIVERS & PEOPLE
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