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neously move from an extended social support network, accumulated material resourc-
es, and a familiar cultural and physical environment to a context in which they are likely 
to encounter life stressors (e.g., search for new housing and employment), accultura-
tion stress, a reduction in agency (especially if their qualifications are not recognized, or 
there is a delay in eligibility for citizenship) and discrimination. Research reporting that 
the children of immigrant parents have poorer outcomes in domains such as health and 
academic performance (e.g., Gagnon et al., 2013; Jonsson & Rudolphi, 2011) is con-
sistent with this argument. Conversely, it has been argued that selection biases and oth-
er factors result in only the fittest members of a home country becoming immigrants, 
resulting in “the healthy immigrant phenomenon”  (Kennedy, Kidd, McDonald & Bid-
dle, 2014). Research reporting that children of immigrants show better physical health 
(e.g., Mendoza, 2009), mental health (e.g., Beiser, Hou, Hyman & Tousignant, 2002) 
and school performance (e.g., Georgiades, Boyle & Duku, 2007) than children of na-
tive-born parents is consistent with this argument. Still other studies report that out-
comes for immigrant children are (e.g., Coll & Marks, 2012), or are not (e.g., Kao & 
Tienda, 1995) influenced by whether they were born in the home or host country, the 
domain of development under study (e.g., Sam, Vedder, Liebkind, Neto & Virta, 2008), 
their parents’ region of origin (e.g., Suárez-Orozco, Rhodes & Milburn, 2009), and/or 
their host country (e.g., Sabatier & Berry, 2008). 

Attempts to clarify how parents’ immigration status is associated with developmental 
outcomes for children, and to identify the factors that contribute to these outcomes have 
been hampered by the widespread confounding of parents’ immigrant status with the 
disadvantage associated with low parental education and poverty (Antecol, Cobb-Clarke 
& Trejo, 2003; European Union, 2011; Sum, Kirsch & Yamamoto, 2004). 

Australia provides a context in which there is less confounding between immigration 
and socio-economic disadvantage. Regardless of their region of origin, most recent im-
migrants to Australia are highly educated, fluent in English, and have incomes compa-
rable with those of the native-born population  (Department of Immigration and Border 
Protection, 2013; Antecol, Cobb-Clarke, & Trejo, 2003; Green, Kler, & Leeves, 2007). 
It is noteworthy that the findings of Australian research on the children of migrants of-
ten contrast with those of research conducted in the USA and Europe. For example, the 
most recent Programme for International Student Assessment found that the 15-year-
old children of immigrants in the USA and all countries in Western Europe performed 
more poorly than children of native-born parents in mathematics, science and reading 
(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD, 2012). In contrast, 
children of immigrants to Australia outperformed children of native-born parents in all 
three subjects (Thomson, De Bortoli, & Buckley, 2013). However, little is known about 
whether this academic advantage is gained at the expense of other domains of develop-
ment (Lichtman, 2011) or is limited to a specific measure or period in development, or 
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Abstract
The high levels of immigration currently experienced by many Western counties have seen the development and 
wellbeing of the children of immigrants become an important research issue. However, findings about the devel-
opmental trajectories and outcomes for children of immigrants are highly inconsistent. In addition, identifying 
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tion status with other predictors (e.g., mothers’ education, and fluency in the language of the host country). Im-
migration to Australia offers a context in which the influence of some of these variables can be untangled. Most 
recent immigrants are highly educated and fluent in English, regardless of their region of origin. This research 
uses data from the Longitudinal Study of Australian Children to compare children of Australian-born mothers 
(n = 6,891) with children of immigrant mothers born in other English-speaking countries (n = 1,234), Continen-
tal Europe (n = 765) and Asia (n = 428) at 4, 6 and 8 years of age. At each age, children’s physical health prob-
lems (rating of global health), psychosocial wellbeing (Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire), proficiency in 
the English language (Adapted Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-III) and cognitive skills (4 years: Who am I?; 
6 and 8 years: matrix reasoning subscale, WISC-IV) were assessed. Children’s outcomes, and the way these out-
comes changed over time, were very similar regardless of their mothers’ immigration status or, immigrant moth-
ers’ region of origin. In contrast, aspects of mothers’ parenting, proficiency in English, level of schooling, and 
symptoms of psychological distress were associated with many child outcomes at all ages. This is an optimistic 
finding, since these predictors are amenable to change.

Introduction

Recently, record numbers of regular (i.e. authorized) and irregular (i.e., unautho-
rized) immigrants have sought to increase their access to political freedom and social 
and economic opportunities by relocating to Western countries (e.g., Eurostat, 2015). 
As a result, children of immigrants constitute a significant and increasing percentage of 
the child population in many Western countries (e.g., Washbrook, Waldfogel, Bradbury, 
Corak, & Ghanghro, 2012). In many of these host countries, there is public concern 
about the perceived economic and social “burden” of immigration (e.g., Hammond, 
2015). However, it remains unclear whether the children of immigrants fail to attain the 
health and educational outcomes of children of native-born parents, and what factors 
contribute to any such outcomes. This study seeks to clarify this issue.

Research findings concerning outcomes for children of immigrant are very inconsis-
tent. It has been argued that children of immigrants might have poorer developmental 
outcomes than those of native-born mothers because their immigrant parents simulta-
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tional problems subscale indicating greater psychosocial wellbeing. Normative data for 
Australian samples is available (Mellor, 2005). Both subscales had satisfactory internal 
consistency (Cronbach alpha = .65-.68). 

Children’s receptive English language skills were measured using an adaptation of 
the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-Third Edition (PPVT-III, Dunn & Dunn, 1997). 
The adapted edition had simplified administration procedures and contained only the 
most relevant 40 items for each age group, as determined by a pilot test (Australian 
Council for Educational Research, 2000). Pearson product-moment correlations be-
tween the full and adapted PPVT-III scores ares high (0.91-0.93) (Rothman, 2009). 
Scores were created using Rasch modeling to ensure that scores represented real chang-
es in functioning (Australian Council for Educational Research, 2000). The test was ad-
ministered to children on the same day that data were collected from their mothers. The 
trained interviewer said each stimulus word, after which the child was shown a card con-
taining black and white line drawings. The child’s task was to choose which picture best 
matched the word. Words on the test became progressively more difficult. The test had 
good internal consistency (Cronbach alpha = .76-.78).

Children’s cognitive skills were measured by different age-appropriate measures. At 
4 years, pre-literacy and pre-numeracy skills were assessed using the Who am I? test (de 
Lemos & Doig, 1999). This requires the child to write his/her name, copy shapes, and 
write letters and numbers. The test had very good internal consistency (Cronbach alpha 
= .89). At 6 and 8 years, non-verbal intelligence was assessed using the matrix reasoning 
subtest from the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children (WISC-IV) (Wechsler, 2003). 
This test presents the child with an incomplete set of diagrams and requires him/her to 
select the picture that completes the set from five possible alternatives. The test contains 
35 items of increasing complexity. Both the Who am I? and matrix reasoning measures 
are suitable for children with limited English. Predictors

Within-group analyses focused on six predictor variables. These included two re-
sources that contributed to mothers’ agency (self-rated proficiency in English; years of 
schooling), three domains of mothers’ parenting (warmth, consistency and parenting 
self-efficacy), and maternal symptoms of psychological distress. Proficiency in English 
and years of schooling were measured only at 4 years. All other predictors were mea-
sured at 4, 6 and 8 years.

Proficiency in English and years of schooling were each measured by maternal 
self-report using single-item measures. Mothers rated their proficiency in speaking En-
glish using a semantic differential scale (“not at all” to “very well”), with lower scores 
reflecting greater proficiency.

Maternal warmth, consistency and parenting self-efficacy were measured using the 
relevant 4- (self-efficacy), 5- (consistency) and 6-item (warmth) sub-scales from the 
Child Rearing Questionnaire (Paterson & Sanson, 1999). Example items are “How of-

about the developmental trajectories that allow such an advantage. 
This research had four aims:  First, to clarify whether parents’ immigration status 

influences their children’s developmental outcomes by comparing Australian children 
of immigrants with children of native-born parents on diverse developmental domains 
(physical health, psychosocial wellbeing, English language development, and cognitive 
skills) at 4, 6 and 8 years of age. Second, to examine whether these outcomes differ de-
pending on immigrant parents’ region of origin (other-English-speaking country, conti-
nental Europe, Asia).  Third, to examine whether parents’ immigration status influences 
their children’s pattern of development by comparing changes over time for children of 
immigrants and children of native-born parents. Fourth, to identify maternal character-
istics that predict individual differences in children’s developmental outcomes.

Method
Participants

The sample was drawn from the Longitudinal Study of Australian Children, which 
collects biennial data from two nationally representative cohorts (infant cohort: born 
March 2003-February 2004; kindergarten cohort: born March 1999–Feb 2000) (Soloff, 
Lawrence & Johnstone, 2005). The current sample was constructed by pooling partic-
ipants from both cohorts when the children were 4 (n = 9,320) and 6 years of age (n = 
8,650) and also examining data for children in the kindergarten cohort at 8 years of age 
(n = 3,957). All children wee born in Australia to “native-born” mothers (n = 6,891), or 
to mothers born in another English-speaking country  (especially United Kingdom, New 
Zealand, and Canada; n = 1,234),  continental Europe (especially, Italy, Netherlands and 
Greece; n = 767) or Asia (especially India, China, and Viet Nam; n = 428). Children 
born in the host country to immigrant parents are sometimes referred to as “second-gen-
eration” immigrants. 

Measures
Children’s development

Children’s health problems were measured by parents’ ratings of their child’s physical 
health using a single 5-point scale (“excellent” to “poor”), such that higher scores indi-
cated greater health problems. 

Children’s psychosocial wellbeing was measured using the prosocial behaviour and 
emotional problems subscales from the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (Good-
man, 1997). Both scales contain 5 items. The parent who was most familiar with the 
child rated how true each item was for the child over the past six months using a 3-point 
semantic differential scale (“not true” to “certainly true”). Example items are “[child is] 
considerate of other people’s feelings” (prosocial behavior) and “[this child has] many 
worries, often seems worried” (emotional problems). The range of possible scores was 0 
-10, with higher scores on the prosocial behavior subscale and lower scores on the emo-
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of age, the difference reflected very small differences in health and non-verbal cogni-
tive skills (health: F(3)  = 21.2; matrix reasoning: F(3) = 22.7; both partial eta squared 
<. 025). There were no differences in children’s outcomes at 6 years (Wilk’s Lambda: 
F(15, 21245.7) = 1.1).

Table 1
Developmental Outcomes for Children of Native-Born and Immigrant Mothers at 4, 6 and 8 
Years of Age

* When age and gender differences between groups were controlled, p < .01; partial eta2 < .025 in all 
cases
# Adapted Peabody Picture Vocabulary Scale (3rd ed.)
^ At 4 years of age, cognitive skills were assessed by the Who am I? test; at 6 and 8 years of age, 
cognitive skills were assessed using the Matrix Reasoning subscale of the Wechsler Intelligence 
Scale for Children (4th ed.)

In addition, there was no evidence that children of native-born mothers and chil-
dren of immigrant mothers born in three different geographic regions differed with 
respect to changes in outcome variables between 4, 6 and 8 years of age. Repeated 
measures ANOVAs, controlling for gender differences between groups and with Green-
house-Geisser correction, failed to find an age x group interaction for any child outcome 

ten do you express affection by hugging, kissing and holding this child?” (warmth), “If 
you tell this child he/she will get punished if he/she doesn’t stop doing something, but 
he/she keeps doing it, how often will you punish him/her?” (consistency) and “Do you 
feel that you are in control and on top of things when you are caring for this child?” 
(parenting self-efficacy). In all cases, responses were rated on a 5-point semantic differ-
ential scale (“never/almost never” to  “always/almost always”). At least one item on each 
subscale was reverse scored (warmth: 1 item; consistency: 3 items; parenting self-effica-
cy: 2 items). Item scores were averaged, with higher scores indicating greater warmth, 
consistency or parenting self-efficacy. The scales had satisfactory to good internal con-
sistency (Cronbach alpha = .70-.84).  

Psychological distress was measured using the Kessler-6 (Kessler, Barker, Colpe, 
Epstein, Gfroerer, Hiripi, et al., 2003). This is a 6-item screening tool in which the fre-
quency of symptoms during the past month is rated on a 5-point scale (“None of the 
time” to “All of the time”), with higher scores indicating greater symptom burden. An 
example item is, “How often did you feel so sad that nothing could cheer you up?” The 
cut point for clinically significant levels of distress is a score of 19. The scale has been 
used widely across cultural groups, including in the World Mental Health Survey (Kes-
sler, Green, Gruber, Sampson, Bromet, Cuitan, et al., 2010). It has also been used ex-
tensively in Australia (e.g., Furukawa, Kessler, Slade, Andrews, 2003). It had good in-
ternal consistency (Cronbach alpha = 0.81–0.84).
Procedure

All data were collected in children’s homes. Parent-reports were obtained through 
questionnaires completed by interview. When necessary, families were provided with 
bilingual researchers or allowed to request that a familiar interpreter be present during 
data collection. 

Results
Due to the very high power of all statistical analyses, it was possible that trivial find-

ings could reach the criterion for statistical significance (p < .01). Results that explained 
< 1% of variance were not considered to be meaningful (Cohen, 1988). All MANOVAs 
controlled for age and sex differences between groups.

There was very little evidence that parents’ immigration status or their region of ori-
gin influenced their children’s developmental outcomes (Table 2). There were very small 
differences between the children of native-born mothers and those of immigrant moth-
ers born in three different geographic regions at 4 and 8 years of age (Wilk’s Lambda: 4 
years: F(15, 22162.2)  = 31.1, partial eta2 = .019; 8 years, F(15, 8047.4) = 9.2, partial 
eta2 = .015). At 4 years of age this finding reflected differences that were very small (or 
not meaningful) in all child outcomes (health: F(3) = 20.5; receptive English vocabu-
lary: F(3) = 46.9, pre-literacy and pre-numeracy skills: F(3) = 54.4; prosocial behaviour: 
F(3) = 4.0; emotional problems: F(3) = 7.8;  all partial eta squared <. 025). At 8 years 
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house-Geisser correction, failed to find an age x group interaction for any child outcome 
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lary: F(3) = 46.9, pre-literacy and pre-numeracy skills: F(3) = 54.4; prosocial behaviour: 
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case the effect size was very small or was not meaningful (4 years: warmth: F(3) = 7.3, 
partial eta2 = .020; parenting self-efficacy: F(3) = 6.0, partial eta2 = .016; 6 years: con-
sistency, F(3) = 7.4, partial eta2 = .003; 8 years: warmth: F(3)= 5.4, partial eta2 = .005; 
consistency, F(3) = 33.4, partial eta2 = .030). The statistically significant difference in 
mothers’ psychological distress when the children were 8 years of age (F(3) = 5.0, par-
tial eta2 = .005) was also not meaningful.

(Table 2). There was a large age effect for proficiency in English (partial eta2 = .262). 
However, the statistically significant age effect for prosocial skills was not meaningful 
(partial eta2 = .001) and the age x gender interaction for proficiency in English was very 
small (partial eta2 = .010).

Table 2
Differences between Children of Native-Born and Immigrant 
Mothers from Four Geographic Regions in the Pattern of 
Developmental Change Between 4, 6 and 8 Years of Age: 
Summary of Results from Repeated Measures ANOVAs with 
Greenhouse-Geisser Correction

^ Data available only at 6 and 8 years of age

Before seeking to identify maternal characteristics that predicted individual differ-
ences in children’s outcomes, group differences in maternal characteristics were exam-
ined. There were few meaningful differences between native-born mothers and immi-
grant mothers born in three different geographic regions (Table 3). Although there was 
a statistically significant difference between the groups at all ages  (Wilk’s Lambda: 4 
years: F(18, 3009.9)  = 8.2, partial eta2 = .044; 6 years: F(18, 20557.5) = 139.1, par-
tial eta2 = .103; 8 years: F(18, 9173.1) = 99.6, partial eta2 = .155), this mainly reflected 
differences in mothers’ proficiency in English (4 years: F(3) = 31.4, partial eta2 = .081; 
6 years: F(3) = 914.3, partial eta2 = .274; 8 years: F(3) = 634.5, partial eta2 = .369).  
There was also a difference in one or more aspects of parenting at each age, but in every 
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Table 4
Maternal Characteristics that Made an Independent Contribution to the Prediction of Child 
Outcomes at 4, 6 and 8 Years of Age

* 4 years: Who am I? test of preliteracy and prenumeracy skills; 6 and 8 years: Matrix Reasoning 
^ Lower scores indicate higher self-rated proficiency
+ Lower scores indicate higher years of schooling

In contrast, the consistency of mothers’ parenting predicted all child outcomes at all 
ages, mothers’ years of schooling predicted most child outcomes at all ages, and other 
aspects of parenting (warmth and parenting self-efficacy) and mothers’ level of psycho-
logical distress affected many child outcomes. The size of most of these effects was very 

Table 3
Characteristics of Native-Born and Immigrant Mothers When Their Children Were 4, 6 and 8 
Years of Age

^ Lower scores indicate higher self-rated proficiency
* p < .01; partial eta2 ≤ .02

Given these findings, it is not surprising that multiple regression analyses found that 
mothers’ migration status (native-born/immigrant) made independent contributions to 
only two child outcomes. Both effects related to cognitive skills, and indicated that hav-
ing an immigrant mother predicted higher levels of skill (Table 4). 
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Author note

This paper uses unit record data from Growing Up in Australia, the Longitudinal Study of Australian Chil-
dren. The study is conducted in partnership between the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services 
and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA), the Australian Institute of Family Studies (AIFS) and the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics (ABS). The findings and views reported in this paper are those of the author and should not be at-
tributed to FaHCSIA, AIFS or the ABS. 
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small.  Mothers’ proficiency in English predicted children’s health problems and English 
language skills at all ages, and almost all other child outcomes at 4 years. 

Discussion

In a context in which most immigrant mothers have similar years of schooling and 
similar levels of proficiency in the host language to native-born mothers, both groups of 
children show similar levels of physical health, psychosocial wellbeing, proficiency in 
the host language, and cognitive skills, and similar patterns of change in these outcomes 
between 4, 6 and 8 years of age. Within-group variability in outcomes and patterns of 
change were greater than between-group differences. That is, although immigration en-
tails resource depletion and many stressful experiences, in the current sample, mothers’ 
immigration status per se did not appear to disadvantage their children. When other 
variables were accounted for, migration status made few meaningful contributions to 
child outcomes. 

In contrast, the quality of mothers’ parenting and their mental health were related to 
a number of outcomes at all ages. This is an optimistic finding, because both are amena-
ble to evidence-based interventions (e.g., Ceballos & Bratton, 2010; Griner & Smith, 
2006; Renzaho & Vignjevic, 2011). 

However, the current findings need to be interpreted in the light of the four main 
limitations of the study. First, because measures for predictor variables were very brief 
they may not have allowed adequate discrimination between developmentally significant 
differences in children’s experiences. Second, the size of immigrant and native-born 
groups, and the size of immigrant groups from different regions, were very uneven. 
Third, the validity of the measures of maternal characteristics and child outcomes for 
the very diverse range of cultural groups represented in each of the immigrant groups is 
unknown. Finally, because a correlational research design was used, no causal inferences 
can be drawn from the findings. In particular, the absence of a developmental disadvan-
tage for the children of immigrants cannot be attributed to Australia’s highly controlled 
and selective pattern of immigration. However, it is noteworthy that similar findings 
have been reported in Canada. Worswick (2004) found no evidence that the children of 
immigrant mothers were disadvantaged in either proficiency in the host language or aca-
demic skills in the middle years of primary school. Immigration to Canada and Austra-
lia share some of the same distinctive features. This limitation is inevitable in research 
on outcomes following immigration, since neither immigrant status nor region of origin 
can be experimentally manipulated.

Despite these limitations this research provides important confirmation that previous-
ly documented disadvantages experienced by the children of immigrants are not inevi-
table. It also found no evidence that these children’s positive outcomes in one domain of 
development are gained at the expense of development in other domains.



  - 360
Author note

This paper uses unit record data from Growing Up in Australia, the Longitudinal Study of Australian Chil-
dren. The study is conducted in partnership between the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services 
and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA), the Australian Institute of Family Studies (AIFS) and the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics (ABS). The findings and views reported in this paper are those of the author and should not be at-
tributed to FaHCSIA, AIFS or the ABS. 

References 
Antecol, H., Cobb-Clarke, D. A., & Trejo, S. J. (2003). Immigration policy and the skills of immigrants to 

Australia, Canada, and the United States. Journal of Human Resources, 31(8), 192-218.
Australian Council for Educational Research (2000). PPVT-III-LSAC Australian Short-form developed by S 

Rothman. Melbourne, Australia: Author.
Beiser, M., Hou, F., Hyman, I., & Tousignant, M. (2002). Poverty, family process, and the mental health of 

immigrant children in Canada. American Journal of Public Health, 92(2), 220-227.
Ceballos, P.L., & Bratton, S.C. (2010). Empowering Latino families: Effects of a culturally responsive 

intervention for low-income immigrant Latino parents on children’s behaviors and parental stress. Psychology 
in Schools, 47, 761–775. 

Cohen, J. (1988). Statistical power analysis for behavioural sciences (2nd ed.). Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum 
Associates.

Coll, C. G. E., & Marks, A. K. E. (2012). The immigrant paradox in children and adolescents: Is becoming 
American a developmental risk? Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.

De Lemos, M. M., & Doig, B. (1999). Who Am I?: Developmental Assessment. Melbourne Australian Council 
for Educational Research.

Department of Immigration and Border Protection, Australia (2013). Fact sheet 1 - Immigration: The 
background: Part One. Retrieved from  https://www.immi.gov.au/media/fact-sheets/01backgd.htm#a

Dunn, L. M., & Dunn, L.M. (1997). Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test: Manual (3rd ed.). Circle Pines, MN: 
American Guidance Services.

European Union. (2011). Migrants in Europe: A statistical portrait of the first and second generation. 
Luxembourg: European Union.

Eurostat (2015). Migration and migrant population statistics. Retrieved from http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/
statistics-explained/index.php/Migration_and_migrant_population_statistics

Furukawa, T.A., Kessler, R.C., Slade, T., Andrews, G. (2003). The performance of the K6 and K10 
screening scales for psychological distress in the Australian National Survey of Mental Health and Well-
Being. Psychological Medicine, 33, 357-362.

Gagnon, A. J., Dougherty, G., Wahoush, O., Saucier, J. F., Dennis, C. L., Stanger, E., ... & Stewart, D. E. 
(2013). International migration to Canada: The post-birth health of mothers and infants by immigration 
class. Social Science & Medicine, 76, 197-207.

Georgiades, K., Boyle, M. H., & Duku, E. (2007). Contextual influences on children’s mental health and school 
performance: The moderating effects of family immigrant status. Child Development, 78(5), 1572-1591.

Goodman, R. (1997). The Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire: a research note. Journal of Child Psychology 
and Psychiatry, 38(5), 581-586.

Green, C., Kler, P., & Leeves, G. (2007). Immigrant overeducation: Evidence from recent arrivals to Australia. 
Economics of Education Review , 26, 420-432.

Griner, D., & Smith, T. B. (2006). Culturally adapted mental health interventions: A meta-analytic review. 
Psychotherapy: Theory, Research, Practice & Training, 43, 531-548. 

Hammond, T.C. (2015, May 19). The Mediterranean migration crisis. Foreign Policy Journal, 1-12. 
Jonsson, J. O., & Rudolphi, F. (2011). Weak performance—strong determination: school achievement and 

educational choice among children of immigrants in Sweden. European Sociological Review, 27(4), 487-508.

small.  Mothers’ proficiency in English predicted children’s health problems and English 
language skills at all ages, and almost all other child outcomes at 4 years. 

Discussion

In a context in which most immigrant mothers have similar years of schooling and 
similar levels of proficiency in the host language to native-born mothers, both groups of 
children show similar levels of physical health, psychosocial wellbeing, proficiency in 
the host language, and cognitive skills, and similar patterns of change in these outcomes 
between 4, 6 and 8 years of age. Within-group variability in outcomes and patterns of 
change were greater than between-group differences. That is, although immigration en-
tails resource depletion and many stressful experiences, in the current sample, mothers’ 
immigration status per se did not appear to disadvantage their children. When other 
variables were accounted for, migration status made few meaningful contributions to 
child outcomes. 

In contrast, the quality of mothers’ parenting and their mental health were related to 
a number of outcomes at all ages. This is an optimistic finding, because both are amena-
ble to evidence-based interventions (e.g., Ceballos & Bratton, 2010; Griner & Smith, 
2006; Renzaho & Vignjevic, 2011). 

However, the current findings need to be interpreted in the light of the four main 
limitations of the study. First, because measures for predictor variables were very brief 
they may not have allowed adequate discrimination between developmentally significant 
differences in children’s experiences. Second, the size of immigrant and native-born 
groups, and the size of immigrant groups from different regions, were very uneven. 
Third, the validity of the measures of maternal characteristics and child outcomes for 
the very diverse range of cultural groups represented in each of the immigrant groups is 
unknown. Finally, because a correlational research design was used, no causal inferences 
can be drawn from the findings. In particular, the absence of a developmental disadvan-
tage for the children of immigrants cannot be attributed to Australia’s highly controlled 
and selective pattern of immigration. However, it is noteworthy that similar findings 
have been reported in Canada. Worswick (2004) found no evidence that the children of 
immigrant mothers were disadvantaged in either proficiency in the host language or aca-
demic skills in the middle years of primary school. Immigration to Canada and Austra-
lia share some of the same distinctive features. This limitation is inevitable in research 
on outcomes following immigration, since neither immigrant status nor region of origin 
can be experimentally manipulated.

Despite these limitations this research provides important confirmation that previous-
ly documented disadvantages experienced by the children of immigrants are not inevi-
table. It also found no evidence that these children’s positive outcomes in one domain of 
development are gained at the expense of development in other domains.



  - 361Kao, G., & Tienda, M. (1995). Optimism and Achievement: The Educational Performance of Immigrant 
Youth. Social Science Quarterly, 76, 1-19.

Kennedy, S., Kidd, M. P., McDonald, J. T., & Biddle, N. (2014). The healthy immigrant effect: Patterns and 
evidence from four countries. Journal of International Migration and Integration, 16(2), 317-332.

Kessler, R. C., Barker, P. R., Colpe, L. J., Epstein, J. F., Gfroerer, J. C., Hiripi, E. (2003). Screening for 
Serious Mental Illness in the General Population. Archives of General Psychiatry, 60(2), 184-189.

Kessler, R.C., Green, J.G., Gruber, M.J., Sampson, N.A., Bromet, E., Cuitan, M., … Zaslavsky, A.M. (2010). 
Screening for serious mental illness in the general population with the K6 screening scale: results from 
the WHO World Mental Health (WMH) survey initiative. International Journal of Methods in Psychiatric 
Research 19(S1), 4-22. (Erratum in International Journal of Methods in Psychiatric Research 2011, 20(1), 62).

Lichtman, L. J. (2011). A practical guide for raising a self-directed and caring child: An alternative to the tiger 
mother parenting style. Bloomington, IN: iUniverse.

 Mellor, D. (2005). Normative data for the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire in Australia. Australian 
Psychologist, 40, 215-222.

Mendoza, F. S. (2009). Health disparities and children in immigrant families: a research agenda. Pediatrics, 124
(Supplement 3), S187-S195.

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (2012). Untapped skills: Realising the potential of 
immigrant students. Paris: OECD Publishing. Retrieved from http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264172470-en 

Paterson, G., & Sanson, A. (1999). The association of behavioural adjustment to temperament, parenting and 
family characteristics among 5 year old children, Social Development, 8, 293–309.

Renzaho, A., & Vignjevic, S. (2011). The impact of a parenting intervention in Australia among migrants 
and refugees from Liberia, Sierra Leone, Congo, and Burundi: Results from the African Migrant Parenting 
Program. Journal of Family Studies, 17, 71-79.

Rothman, S. (2009). The development and use of educational measures in the Longitudinal Study of Australian 
Children. Paper presented at the 2nd LSAC Research Conference, Melbourne.

Sabatier, C., & Berry, J. W. (2008). The role of family acculturation, parental style, and perceived 
discrimination in the adaptation of second-generation immigrant youth in France and Canada. European 
Journal of Developmental Psychology, 5(2), 159-185.

Sam, D. L., Vedder, P., Liebkind, K., Neto, F., & Virta, E. (2008). Immigration, acculturation and the paradox 
of adaptation in Europe. European Journal of Developmental Psychology, 5(2), 138-158.

Soloff, C., Lawrence, D., & Johnstone, R. (2005). LSAC sample design (Technical Paper No. 1). Melbourne: 
Australian Institute of Family Studies. 

Suárez-Orozco, C., Rhodes, J., & Milburn, M. (2009). Unraveling the immigrant paradox academic engagement 
and disengagement among recently arrived immigrant youth. Youth & Society, 41(2), 151-185

Sum, A., Kirsch, I., & Yamamoto, K. (2004). A human capital concern: The literacy proficiency of U.S. 
immigrants. Princeton, NJ: Educational Testing Service. 

Thomson, S., De Bortoli, L., & Buckley, S. (2013). PISA 2012: How Australia measures up. Melbourne, 
Australia: Australian Council for Educational Research. 

Washbrook, E., Waldfogel, J., Bradbury, B., Corak, M., & Ghanghro, A. A. (2012). The development of young 
children of immigrants in Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States. Child Development, 
83(5), 1591-1607.

Wechsler, D. (2003). Wechsler intelligence scale for children (4th ed.). Sydney: PsychCorp.



  - 361Kao, G., & Tienda, M. (1995). Optimism and Achievement: The Educational Performance of Immigrant 
Youth. Social Science Quarterly, 76, 1-19.

Kennedy, S., Kidd, M. P., McDonald, J. T., & Biddle, N. (2014). The healthy immigrant effect: Patterns and 
evidence from four countries. Journal of International Migration and Integration, 16(2), 317-332.

Kessler, R. C., Barker, P. R., Colpe, L. J., Epstein, J. F., Gfroerer, J. C., Hiripi, E. (2003). Screening for 
Serious Mental Illness in the General Population. Archives of General Psychiatry, 60(2), 184-189.

Kessler, R.C., Green, J.G., Gruber, M.J., Sampson, N.A., Bromet, E., Cuitan, M., … Zaslavsky, A.M. (2010). 
Screening for serious mental illness in the general population with the K6 screening scale: results from 
the WHO World Mental Health (WMH) survey initiative. International Journal of Methods in Psychiatric 
Research 19(S1), 4-22. (Erratum in International Journal of Methods in Psychiatric Research 2011, 20(1), 62).

Lichtman, L. J. (2011). A practical guide for raising a self-directed and caring child: An alternative to the tiger 
mother parenting style. Bloomington, IN: iUniverse.

 Mellor, D. (2005). Normative data for the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire in Australia. Australian 
Psychologist, 40, 215-222.

Mendoza, F. S. (2009). Health disparities and children in immigrant families: a research agenda. Pediatrics, 124
(Supplement 3), S187-S195.

Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (2012). Untapped skills: Realising the potential of 
immigrant students. Paris: OECD Publishing. Retrieved from http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264172470-en 

Paterson, G., & Sanson, A. (1999). The association of behavioural adjustment to temperament, parenting and 
family characteristics among 5 year old children, Social Development, 8, 293–309.

Renzaho, A., & Vignjevic, S. (2011). The impact of a parenting intervention in Australia among migrants 
and refugees from Liberia, Sierra Leone, Congo, and Burundi: Results from the African Migrant Parenting 
Program. Journal of Family Studies, 17, 71-79.

Rothman, S. (2009). The development and use of educational measures in the Longitudinal Study of Australian 
Children. Paper presented at the 2nd LSAC Research Conference, Melbourne.

Sabatier, C., & Berry, J. W. (2008). The role of family acculturation, parental style, and perceived 
discrimination in the adaptation of second-generation immigrant youth in France and Canada. European 
Journal of Developmental Psychology, 5(2), 159-185.

Sam, D. L., Vedder, P., Liebkind, K., Neto, F., & Virta, E. (2008). Immigration, acculturation and the paradox 
of adaptation in Europe. European Journal of Developmental Psychology, 5(2), 138-158.

Soloff, C., Lawrence, D., & Johnstone, R. (2005). LSAC sample design (Technical Paper No. 1). Melbourne: 
Australian Institute of Family Studies. 

Suárez-Orozco, C., Rhodes, J., & Milburn, M. (2009). Unraveling the immigrant paradox academic engagement 
and disengagement among recently arrived immigrant youth. Youth & Society, 41(2), 151-185

Sum, A., Kirsch, I., & Yamamoto, K. (2004). A human capital concern: The literacy proficiency of U.S. 
immigrants. Princeton, NJ: Educational Testing Service. 

Thomson, S., De Bortoli, L., & Buckley, S. (2013). PISA 2012: How Australia measures up. Melbourne, 
Australia: Australian Council for Educational Research. 

Washbrook, E., Waldfogel, J., Bradbury, B., Corak, M., & Ghanghro, A. A. (2012). The development of young 
children of immigrants in Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States. Child Development, 
83(5), 1591-1607.

Wechsler, D. (2003). Wechsler intelligence scale for children (4th ed.). Sydney: PsychCorp.


	Grand Valley State University
	ScholarWorks@GVSU
	2016

	Can the Children of Immigrant Mothers Have Levels of Health and Achievement as High as Those of Children of Mothers in the Host Population? Longitudinal Data from Australia
	Julie Robinson
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1539364846.pdf.kPbvu

