
University of Pennsylvania
ScholarlyCommons

Book Chapters (Literacy.org) Literacy.org

1986

Reading Acquisition in Morocco
Daniel A. Wagner
University of Pennsylvania, wagner@literacy.upenn.edu

Jennifer E. Spratt
University of Pennsylvania

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.upenn.edu/literacyorg_chapters

Part of the Curriculum and Instruction Commons, Early Childhood Education Commons,
International and Comparative Education Commons, and the Language and Literacy Education
Commons

This paper is posted at ScholarlyCommons. https://repository.upenn.edu/literacyorg_chapters/2
For more information, please contact repository@pobox.upenn.edu.

Recommended Citation (OVERRIDE)
Wagner, D.A. & Spratt, J.E. (1986). Reading Acquisition in Morocco. In Kagiticibasi, C. (Ed.), Growth and Progress in Cross-Cultural
Psychology: Selected Papers from the Eighth Confrence of the International Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology, 346-355. Holland:
Swets and Zeitlinger.

https://repository.upenn.edu?utm_source=repository.upenn.edu%2Fliteracyorg_chapters%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.upenn.edu/literacyorg_chapters?utm_source=repository.upenn.edu%2Fliteracyorg_chapters%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.upenn.edu/literacyorg?utm_source=repository.upenn.edu%2Fliteracyorg_chapters%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.upenn.edu/literacyorg_chapters?utm_source=repository.upenn.edu%2Fliteracyorg_chapters%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/786?utm_source=repository.upenn.edu%2Fliteracyorg_chapters%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1377?utm_source=repository.upenn.edu%2Fliteracyorg_chapters%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/797?utm_source=repository.upenn.edu%2Fliteracyorg_chapters%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1380?utm_source=repository.upenn.edu%2Fliteracyorg_chapters%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1380?utm_source=repository.upenn.edu%2Fliteracyorg_chapters%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.upenn.edu/literacyorg_chapters/2
mailto:repository@pobox.upenn.edu


Reading Acquisition in Morocco

Abstract
While interest in reading and writing has always been important to researchers and educational policy-makers,
multidisciplinary investigations of the acquisition of literacy are a relatively new enterprise. In the Arabic-
speaking wrold, in particular, there have been relatively few efforts to discover what kinds of literacy abilities
the child brings to the classroom, and what kinds of home, preschool, and language environments lead to
various levels of literacy both in and out of school. The research described here presents data collected during
the first three years of the Morocco Literacy Project, whose general aim has been to investigate the process of
literacy acquisition and retention in Morocco. The present paper will consider the effects of preschool
experience and language background on a sample of primary school children living in contrastin rural and
urban environments in Morocco.
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