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ACQUISITION OF NATIVE AND LOCAL PHONOLOGY 99

pected tense an lax /&/ according to the Philadelphia pattern, and yet in
all but one case F1 and F2 are significantly different in prenasal and non-
prenasal environments for these three speakers”.
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Figure 3: Ethan’s /=/

Studies of Philadelphia have heralded short @ as one of the prime uni-
fying factors of the European American Philadelphia speech community®,
rega ss of neighborhood or social class (e.e., Labov 1989, Kroch
199¢  The following question thus arises: how  we reconcile this with
our tindings among native Northeast I ladelphians? Are these speakers
not members of the Ph  delvhia speech community, despite the fact that
they t many other Phila Iphia variants?

tline here a few possible explanations for this result. One pos-
sibility is that this is an expected outcome for communities with ties to
both Philadelphia and New York, as the result of contact between two
distinct, complex short-a patterns. The part of Northeast Philad¢ hia
where our subjects reside has very large Jewish and Russian populations,
many of whom have family in New York or go there frequently to shop
for authentic products. This neighborhood is also quite far from Center
City Philadelphia (approximately i miles away) and has a suburban feel.
Ash (2002) found that many communities outside of Philadelphia in w

° For Baila, only the difference in F2 achieves significance.
¢ See also Henderson (1996) on short-a in middle class African American
Philadelphians.
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